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write a sentence incorrectly-that is beginning it with a niall lot.
tor, or not using the proper punctuation ait tho end. In writiig
the words, the child follows oxactly the method of learning the
spokenî language. Spelling ii the preciso corclative of pronluncia-
tion. The child hears the spoken word and strives to roproduce it
by his voice. The child secs the written word, and roproducc it
with lis poncil. He g.,ets the thought by maeans of the written
word, and gives it back just as he gets it-he is talking with the
pencil. He is ready to tell you any time, orally, what ho is writiug.

In the first three ycars' work, talking with the pencil inay be
used as a greater matins of learning to read than all the books of
supplementary reading. W'hen tic child writes the first word, the
unity of all language teaching is begun. Gotting thouglit and giv-
ing thought by spoken and written -::,rd should be united at tho
start, and grow through all future developnent na froi one root.

What advantages has the blackboard and crayon over the chart
and printed book in elenentary ra'ding > First, the words are
created by the hand tf thei teacher before (he eyes of the children,
as the spoken word is crcated. Second, the word is written alune
in largo letters, separated froma all other objects cf interest except
the object it nanes. iHow different the confulsed mnass cf black
specks upon the rrinted page. Third, the attention of the littie

group is thus directed to oine object in a very simple manter.
Fourth, words are learned hy reapeuted act- of association. The
great fault with charts aun1 primer is that they do not repeat words
times enougli for the child to leari theni. On the blackboard, on
the other hand, these repotitions can bo easily nad1e. It is of great
importance that the first one hundred words should bo learned
thoroughly. Superficial work is alwvays bad work. Froin the first,
thon, the child should write every word he learns froi the blac' -
board, and just as soon as he is able to write sentences the word
should invariably b written in sentences.

The child should be trained to read from his slate ail that he
writes. The reason why •- change ir made se easily frein script to
print used to puzle nie. T only knew that it could ho donc, but
could net rail the reason why. Scri >t and print are very nearly
allied in forni. The first print was a crude reproduction of old
manuscript. Both, indeed, have changed since the art of printing
was discovered, but the resenblance remains. The child, as you
know, has a wonderful power of seeing resenblances. Liko comes
to like in his mind because his mental pictures are net filled out
with that which produces the differences. This, to my mind, is suf-
ficient reason for the surprising ease with which the child changes
from script to print.

Says the Boston Transclipt: "The doubt is rising wheth-. our
beautiful new litorature for children is the best for theni. At aIl
events it is ta ho hoped that the new life of Miss Edgeworth will
bring back her stories for children. Grandmothers will surely re-
commond them, and the present generation will sympathize when
it knovs them." Sone of the rest of us who are called upon te
think, not only what is best for our own, but for hundreds of fami-
lies, have been entertaining the same doubt. The genoral reading
introduced into schools has bad the effct of animating boys and
girls with an eager desiro for books at home. So far, se good. That
was precisely its object. Nobody could b to thankful at seeing
pure books-Mrs. Whitney's, Miss alcott's, a dozon others, in the
hands of youth who had proviously been only farailiar with the
Police Item, The Fiend of the Hearthstone, and se forth, almost ad
infinitum. But the poorer class of children, provided with no suit-
able reading- by parents, and having access to the public libraries,
is tempted te deluge and saturate its mind with story utpon story.
Suppos.e the stories are good in themselves (and if a pupil b en-
couiaged to report ail his reading to the teacher, he will, in a spirit

of emulation, oendeavor to read only those he can mention), there
nay be too nany of them. And as for the sons and daughters of
wealthy and oducated parents, they arc being surfoited with maga-
zines. It is ail of the'very best, toe sure, but that does not save
it froni the charge of being a case of ovor-feeding. What is to be
donc? That is more than the tea.her can say, ivithout the parent's
help.

Soma one prophesies that the next two or three genorations of
cbildren will be cramed with facts to an extent that would as-
tonisli aven the teacher of half a century ago. " For," says he, "ac-
cording to the law of reaction, after this wave of oral teaching we
shall settie downî to the use of books again. And as the fervor for
oral instruction lins been miighty, so shall tle rebounid of opinion'
to the opposite pcle bu corresponudingly forcible. Doubtless ve
shall be fouid shîutting up a child in a closet, with a supply of
bread and a case of books. Wlhen le has l.rined the contents of
the volumes, word for word, then shall ho be promoted tu another
clcset and miore books. In an allotted period of years lie will have
ccnioleted his education by lis unaided efforts. In those days
everybody will b a self-made man or womanu. Nover sminle at the
vision, instructors of youth ! The day is smurely coming when you
salîal be reqluired tu talk less, and your pupils made to study more.
But what becomes cf the children whose nuands we have spoiled,
hopelessly or not, by our varying systemns of teaclung 1 The ques-
tion is as pertinent and unanswerable as is the familiar one in re-
gard to the final destination of lost pins.

A r .cent publication contains the following quotation froi Alex-
andro Dunas : "There is no such thing as a stupid child. A child
imay have a more or less prompt intelligenen ; it may develop special
aptitudes or antipathies ; but yeu will never hear it say a stupid
thing as long as you have net deceived it, as long as you have net
told it a lie." Now that is one of the utterances which, like .epi-
grans, sound exceedingly well, but whicli are not unmitigated
truth. Children are quite as frequenttly stupid as grown people,
and with no apparent cause beyond that tf intuitive dulness.
Doubtless the cause is to be found somewlere for the inability of
any machine to work ; but in the case of human beings you are more
likely to find it te be prenatal-nsy, even lying a century behind
the child-thiti sone effect of hi* own imiediate circumstances.

Did you ever ask your girls how much they knew about bread-
making ? Unfortunately cooking cannot b taughît in public schools,
as sewing is ; but a hint e=n go from the teacher to the mother
which nay or may not bring forth fruit. However, the chance of
results niakes the effort worth while. Suggest tiat each child
watch her mother while she is bread-making, and that she ask every
possible question about the process. Say, very emphatically, that
she will be a fortunate girl who is allowed te try the operation with

lir own hands, and have a composition written on what cach one
has seen or done. Some of you vho have not had much intercourse
with the poorer class of parents will be surprised to find that a
mother who works hard over sewing and housework seven days in
the week is likely to have a daughter incapable of tying a knot in
her thread, or sweeping a rooni carefully. Send out filaments in
every direction. Reach tho parents and force theni, by the very
power of your interest in their children, to help yeu in directions
where you alone can accomplish nothmng.

How shall we best tench reading in granimar schools ? In the
first place, beware of the school reader. Don't rely on it. It is
well to bring in pieces from the outside, solections that are largely


