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&. Le set. A cross between it and the Dorking
makes an excellent bird for the table.

The pure Dorlking chickens caa be sold, at
good prices to other fanciers. To the breeder
they are useless, and are perhaps too valuable to
be kiiled. The original stock vill last two years,
at the end of whieh I would recommend that the
male bird be replaced by a younger one, of a
different stran, and then your own pulets will
come into use. A few choice hirds can be kept
in tis way at a very small cost; 'only one bouse
is required, and that of' moderate dimensions.-
If the fowls are confined during any part of the
day, they iust have a yard simuilar to that de-
scribed. If they have absolute freedom they find
many means of sustenance for themselves in open
fields or surrounding shrubberies. and w'iil b)e in
a great measure, independent of the provision
commissariat. It is inpossible t) lay down ex-
act rules as to feeding; experience is the safest
guide.

Poultry, if pennied up, with only an occasion-
ai run, lie in complete dependence on-the food
given, which must always be regulated by cir-
cumstances. It must be borne i mrîd tha;
high feeding is conducive to laying, and the eggs
will ahvays pay for the grain consumed, if the
yearly average price is laken.

I have thus attempted to shiov that it is pos-
sible to keep poultry, even as an amusement,
without loss. It pays best either on a very
large or a very small scale. l i he latter case it
must be vie-ved only as a '-fan cy," and if the ex-
pense can be covered by the sale of extra stock,
it is ail that can be expected or desired. On a
larger scale, the pursuit resolves itself into a
system. The market nust be studied for the pur-
chase of grain, and for the sale of your produce.
To show a good balance shoet, your household
must be suppl ed during the dearest s -well as the
chespest seasons of the year. Your spring
chickeis miust comie froin your own yards ; your
eggs. at tvo shillings a dozen, from your own
layinîg houses. Tihus you live in pleniy-nay, in
extravagance, had you to purchase ail you sup-
ply yoarself with--and von enjoy the h!essing of
independence.-The Hienwife, by Mis. F.
Blair.

WINTERING BEES.

[As the keeping of 3ees is on the increase in
Caiada. the following observations of a practi.
cal aparian, taken from a recent number of the
Maine Fariner, will not be devoid of interest
to several of ou readers. We recommend the
subject of Bee-culture as well deserving the at-
tention of farmers and others living in the couin-

try.-Ens.]

To ivinter becs sutecessfully in our cold nor
ern climate, is a question of great momînt wi
the apiculturist. There seen to be almnost
imnny ways recommended as there are bee

ers. Having had several years experience
this business in Northlern Vermont, I have arr
ed at this conclusion, that hces should have f
their welfare in winter, a dark, cool, dry, si
place, wlhere the temperature is even as possib
and about five degrees above the freezing po:
or 35 degrees Farenheit. Ii this temperatu:
the bees will remain very still and quiet, i
will require but little loney to what they wet
if kept in a Varmer place.

In the first of my experience, I was advised
put my becs into a tight dark room in the bor
I did so, and the consequence vas. I lost many
my bees before spring. During the vari de
in the winter, the becs would become very li:
aid crawled out of the hives upon the floor, v
if their was a ray of light, tley were sure to f
it, and would there perislh; ifshut into the hit
they vould create such a leat in trying to
out that they would melt 'their comb and
comle drowned in tlcir own .sweet. Ti
found was owing principahy to the outside tt
perature being so changeable and uthe want
prorer ventilation.

Wintering bees out of doors, as practiced 1
large proportion of amateur bee-keepers, is
ways attended with bad results, as nearly c
half the stocks are frequently lost, and th
that are not. are so reduced in number. thattl
will not swarn the coming season, tlere
being bees enough to per mit it, conseguec
are worth but little to their owners. When t
stand out of duors, every warin day during
win er they are inclined to fly fron the hi
and tihousands of them get chilkd and ie 1t
and where there was a peck of is in the 1
in the fall, by sprmg there imay he but a la
fal left. In the Middle or Sonthern States, h
can be allowed to stand out of doors w'ith saf
ln my more recent observations and ex

ments, especially in the Noitlrin Statés, Ili
found no place to winter bees in, equal to a d
and dry cellar.

If the hives are riglhtly arranged, and the.
lu' ventilated by opening either a door or
do wn the night time, occasionally,;llere wil
no loss of bees only wiat die of old age, and
comb vill look nearly as white as in the fali
vious. Bees wlien kept in a colliar of this L'
will not make a discharge to soil the combt
ing the whole winter, and vill consume L
vory fev pounds of honey-say about a pt
to a thousand becs ; for o, dmiary swari:
vould require frcm ten to twenty poundi
honey. At this low temperature. the bees
remain very quiet ara stil. and if the celt
lept perfectly dar'k, they wvill iemîaii so d
tlie whole winter, and wi1 li ardly lnow v
spring approaches, which wil n1ot he the
w'hen. kept in a room above gro.ind or ou
doors. Eees frequently reciv' more injun


