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introdaction of the breed of sheep fur which
Cotswold has been so famons A few of these
animals were introduced by the care of the
ucen from Spain, and they had incicased to
that dezree in about half o century, that their
wool beeame the staple riches of Eneand.” I
this be true, they doubticss became very much
mproved upon their introduction tv this country,
or it is recorded that some 500 yems after,
Zdward IV. gave permisgion for sume to be sent
snck to Spain.  They tere aignally ey
soarse animals, with a thiek heasy fleece, and
well adapted for the bleal, unenelused Cotswold
hills; butsinee the cuclosure of the landand jts
better cnitivation, a greal improsement in this
class of sheep has taken place; there is little
doubt this was effected by the we of the Leives-
ter, which, without dimnishing their size, im-
proved their quality, and gave them a greater
aptitude to fatten.  Among the men to whom
this country is indebted for improving this breed
were Messrs  Charles Large, William Garne,
W. Hewer, and C. Barton. To Mr. Rubert
Garne, the well-known breeder, T am indebted
for much of my information. Awmong other ob-
gervations, he states, “ They are capable of en-
during great hardships, succeed well in exposed
situations, and on nearly every kind of soil add
apted for sheep famr’sg, produciny a great
amount of matton and wool at an carly age. and
it is no unusual thing to see in the hest flocks
sheep of 16 stone when only 12 months old.”
Tn confirmation of this, I saw, when at the Ox-
ford cattle market the second week in March
last 2 pen of shorn tegs of Mr. Gillet’s of As.
trop weighinr quite 16 stones.  Mr. Garne also
states that ““the weight they may he made as
old sheep is enormous.  Ie had one at the last
Christmas cattle market weizhing 43 stones or
86 Ibs. per quarter, for which he obtained £8
10s. The averaze weight of an ordinnry flock
when £t for the butcher at 14 or 15 months old
is from 12 to 13 stoneg, and the weizhit of wool
of the whole flock wounld approach to 8 ibs. each.
The Cotswolds cut & grand figure sud generally
form a very attractive pertion of the Royal Ag-
ficnltural Shows; there are between 3000 and
4600 rams annually disposed of, and a good ex-
port trade is now carried on with Australia, as
well as to the continent. The greatdemand for
them is for crossing, and perhaps it may he con-
sidered one of our be<t sheep for this purpose.

The heavy woolled and large framed Lincoln
Yeep, like the Cotswold, have been improved
% an admixture of Leicester blocd.

Mr. J. Clarke, who is well known to many of
oy, thus speaks of them: ‘“The present im-
jroved Lincoln sheep partake largely of the pe-
Aliarities of both Cotswold and Leicester, hav-

g the expavsion of frame and nobility of
-appearance of the one, with the quality of flesh,
compactness of form, beauty of countenance,
and propeneity to fatten of the other; but they
far excecl either in the weight of their flecce.
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quality which rarely fails of obtaining n prie
equal to that of the lighter long woo's, and they
i5, therefore, no hreed perhaps that can eqe
this in rapidity of wrowth and propensity to fa
ten under a shin so weighty and so valuuble!
There are instances of a most remarkable weizt
1o which these sheep bave attained. In 1%
My, Dawsen, of Witheall, killed a threeshe
sheop, weighing 963 1bs. per quarter; a te
shear, weighmg 91 1bs, per quarter; and-
shearling, 7. b, per quarter. Mr. Rote
Smith, in his report of Lincoln sheep at
Warwick show, states that * Le has knownt
months’ old lamb-hozes slaughtered at Linet
Apil fair, 30 together, averaging 35 s p
quarter, and 100 together clipping 11 1bs
wished wool each.”” It is not the comm
practice for breeders of Lincolns to have th
fit for the hutcher at 14 or 15 months old,t
they are ¢enerally kept until they are 22 to’
months old, when their weight will be from
to 50 1bs, per quarter, and cut a second flee
weighing from 10 to 14 Ibs. The weigh
waol of an entire flock, under fair averagen
agement, is about 8ilbs. each; in some ez
especially on good layer, this weight no dr
is exceeded. Mr. John Clarke's Lincoln i
ram clipped £13 1bs, of wool *n three yeary
average of 17§ 1bs. each year, while a neigh
of his in 1859 clipped 327 hogget flceces, wl
weighed altogether 130 tods, an average of ¢
11 lbs. per fleece. The Lincoln breeders
sider the mutton of admirable quality, har
less fat, and a greater portion of fine grat
lean flesh than the Leicester. The ewes
go..d breede s, but, like the Cotswolds and
cesters, are not good sucklers, Mr. Clarke.
cludes his letter by stating that *it is ce
that neither Cotswold nor Leicester sheg
cases wheve they have been tried (I suppe
that distriet), have equalled the Lincolns in
value of wool and mutton together produce
acre, and no other breed can furnish suct
and heavy skinned lamb “oggs as those »
are the grazier’s attraction at Lineoln, Ca
and Boston spring faiis.  So much for the.
woolled breeds. .

The progress crosses have made is this .
try is proved by their competition at the §
field Club.

Through the kindness of Mr. Brandreth 6
T am cnubled to give the return of the en
Prizes were first established for cross-bres
1843, now 17 years ago. During the fire
years, the average number of pens was on
but during the last eight years they have
aged within a fraction of 17 ; while the Leic
during the first nine years averaged 19
they have during the last eight only reacl
17. I do not intend to go into the quest
food ; for it must be admitted that the
woolled breeds will, doubtless, put on the
est amount of fat in proportion to the foc
sumed than dny other; but this is not:

Under good management their wool is of a

farmer requires. When he has produc



