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introdnction of the breed of sheep for which
Cotswold has been so flunons A few of theïe
animals were introduced by the care uf the
queen from Spain, and they had ,inctaed to'
that de;mee in' ab ot half a century, that thceir
wool becane the staple riclhes of En.lnd." Ifo
Ihis be true, they doubtle>s becane %cry inuch
mproved upon their introduction.î tu this counitirv
or il is recorded that .m>t. 300 yems after,
Edward IV. gave prmi n fo- sune to be sent
>ack to Spain. They o.ere oiiî,inall> %eij
soarse animas, witli thuieh Iea> ilehce, ant
well adapted for the bleak, unenh-oed (otsvold
hills; but siice the enlue o the laii anid it
better cnutivation, a great impru:inelint in this
dass of sheep) bas takcen place; there is little
doubt thiis was eftect-ud by the ue of the L'-ies-
ter, which, vithout diminishn their h'ze, in-
proved their quality, and gave themn a greatur
aptitade to fatten. Aml.ong the mllenl to whomn
this country is indebted for improvinîg this breed
were Messrs Charles Large, William Garne,
W. lewer, and C. Barton. To Mr. Robert
Garne, the well-known breeder, I amn indebted
for nuch of my informatiou. Among other ob-
servations, he state3, " They are capable of en-
during grcat hardships, succed well in exposed
situations, and on nearly every kind of soil id
apted for sheep farir« i, lroducin;r a great
amount of intton and wool at an early age. and
t is no unusual thing to sec in the best flocks

sheep of 16 stone when only 12 mxoniths old."
In confirmation of this, I sawr, when at the Ox-
ford cattle market the second week in March
last a pe of shorn tegs of Mr. Gillet'6 of As.
trop weighinz quite 16 stones. Mr. Garne also
states tliht " the weight they nay he made as
old sheep is enormous. Ie lad oune at the last
Christmas cattle market weighmgi -13 stones or
86 Ibs. per quarter, for which he obtained £8
10s. The average veiglht of an ordina-y flock
when fit for the buteher at 14 or 15 months old
is from 12 to 13 stones, and the weight of wool
of the whaoe flock would approacli to 8 ibs. eaeh.
The Cotswolds eut a grand figure and generally
form a very attractive portion of the Royal Ag-
i-ienitural Shows; there are between 3000 and
4000 rams annually disposed of, and a good ex-
port trade is now carried ou with Australift. as
well as to the continent. The greatdumand for
them is for crossing, and perhaps it may be con-
sidered one of our be.:t sheep for this purpose.

The heavy woolled and large franed Lincoln
Šeep, like the Cotswold, have been improved
y an admixture of Leicester blood.

Mr. J. Clarke, who is well known to many of
eusi, thus speaks of them: "The present im-
îroved Lincoln sheep partake largely of the pe-
eIliarities of both Cotswold and Leicester, hav-

*ig the expansion of frane and nobility of
Appearance of the one, vith the quality of flesl,
Compactness of form, beauty of countenance,
and propensity to fatten of the other; but they
far exeed either in the weight of their fleece.
Under good management their wool is of a

quality which rarely fails of obtaining a prè
equal to that of the lighter long woo's, and the

, thelbre, no hrced perhaps that can elq
this in rapidity of growth and propensity to fL
te unlor a siin so weiglhty and so v-aluihlW:
There are instances ofa most remarkable wei'
to which these sheep have attained. In 1M2
Mr. Dawson, of Witheall, kiillel a three-slxt
shp, weighiing %. lbs. per quarter; a tîr
Shear-. weiiuuil, 9I1 lbs. per quarter ; and,
she-rlin, 7- Il,,. per quarter. Mr. R<c&
Smith, in his repiort of Lincoln sheep nt il
Warwi-k show, states that " he lias knuow!I
nonithu ' old lamb-higs slauglitered at Lind

A p>il fair, 30 together, averagin 35 lbs.
quarter, and 100 to;-ether clippin; 11 lbs.
weshed wool each." It is not the comm:
pratic-e for breedeus of Lincolns to have tic
it for the butcher at 14 or 15 montlhs old,l

they are generally kept until they are 22 tt
monuuths old, when Ilheir weiglt vill be from
to 50 lbs. per quarter, and cut a second fke
veighing fromi 10 to 14 lbs. The weigh t

wool of an ectire flock, under fair averagem,
agemeit, is about 81.Ilbs. eaeh: in some cc
es9pecialIy on good layer, this weight no do
is exceeded. Mr. John Clarkes iLincoln P,
rain elipped fI lbs. of wool 'n three yean
average of 171 Ibs. each year, while a neiieg
of his in 1859 elipped 327 hogget fleeces, wd
weighed altogether 130 tods, an average ofe
11 lbs. per fleece. The Lincoln breeders ,
sider the muttoi of admirable quality, hai
less fat, and a greater portioni of fine gra
lean flesh than the Leicester. The ewes
go. d breedt s, but, like the Cotswolds and
cesters, are not good sucklers. Mr. Clarke,
eludes his letter by stating that "it is er
that neither Cotswold nor Leicester slhee;
cases where they have been tried (1 suppe
that district), have equallea the Lincoins in
value of wool and uutton together producea
acre, and no other breed eau furnish suel
and heay skinned lamb 'oggs as those D
are the grazier's attraction at Linicoln, Ca
and Boston spring fairs. Soamuch for the.
woolled breeds.

The progress crosses have made is this
try is proved by their competition at the S
field Club.

Through lthe kindness ofMr. itraiidreth G
I ama eiab!cd to give the return of the en
Prizes were first established for cross-broe
1843, no3w 17 years ago. Durin- the fire
years, the average number of pens was ou:
but during the last eight years they have
aged withmn a fraction of 17; white the Lek
during the first nine years averaged 19
they have during the last cight onîly reacl
17. I do not intend to go into he ques
food ; for it must be admitted that the
voolled breeds will, doubtless, put on the

est amouint of fat in proportion to the foc
sumed than aiy other; but this is not:
farmer requires. When he has produc


