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and the sweet potatoe, with plants of the cloth tree, neatly
set out in rows, The walls that separate them are made of
the loose burnt stones, which are got in clearing the ground;
and being entirely concelled by sugar-canes, planted close
on each side, make the most beautiful fences that can be
conceived. The party stopped for the night at the second
hut they found amongst the plantations, where they judged
themselves to be about'six or seven miles from the shipse

They described the prospect from this spot as very delight~

ful ; they saw the ships in the bay before them ; to the left
a continued range of villages, interspersed with groves of
cocoa-nut trees, spreading along the sea-shore; a thick
wood stretching out of sight behind them ; and to the right
an extent of ground, laid out in regular and well-cultivated
plantations, as far as the eye could reach.

Near this spot, at a distance from any other dwelling, the

natives pointed out to them the residence of a hermit, who,

they said, had formerly been a great chief and warrior, but

had long ago quitted the shores of the island, and now ne- -

ver stirred from his cottage. They prostrated themselves
as they approached him, and afterward presented to him a
part of such provisions as they had brought with them.
His behaviour was easy and cheerful; he scarce shewed
any marks of astonishment at the sight of our people, and
though pressed to accept some of our curiosities, he de«
clined the offer, and soon withdrew to his cottage. He was
described as by far the oldest person apy of the party had
ever seen, and judged to be, by those who computed his age
at the lowest, upward of 100 years old.

As our people had imagined the mountain not to be
more than ten or twelve miles from the bay, and conse-
quently that they should reach it with ease early the next
morning, an error into which its great height had proba?lﬁ
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stalk, with about half a bushel of light mould ; the latter is left bare to the
root, and the mould round it is made in the form of a basin, in order to
hold the rain-water, as this root requires a certain degree of moisture, It
has been before observed, that the tarrow, at the Friendly and Society
Islands, was always planted in low and moist situations, and generally
‘where there was the convenience of a rivulet to flood it. It was imagined
that this mode of culture was absolutely necessary ; but we now found,
that, with the.precaution above-mentioned, it succeeds e(%ually wellina
drier situation ; indeed, we all remarked, that the tarrow of the Sandwich
Islands is the best we had ever tasted. The plantains are not admitted in
these plantationsaﬁ but grow amongst the bread-fruit trees.
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