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. Armour said that he was cojming back that evening

to write in the office. This was unusual ; MacDaly
suspected that it bore on my father's case and -
resolved to watch. Therefore returning stealthily
at an earlier hour than his customary one to the
warehouse, he saw Colonel Armour enter and leave
his office. MacDaly then crept to the room. He
found the safes closed, but he guessed shrewdly that
his master had been tampering with the accounts
of his clerk. While shuffling over loose papers on
the table he mistakenly thought he heard Colonel
Armour’s returning step. - He ran, forgetting a.

~ lighted cigar or pipe he had laid down. It set fire

to the papers.. MacDaly, watching from the wharf,.
saw the windows bright with flames. He rushed to
the spot but he could not extinguish the fire. He
feared to call for help, and not till the pa.ssers-by‘

" saw the blazing building, was an alarm sounded.

Then unfortunately, it was too late. The cunning
MacDaly hid himself- till the fire was over; but
Colonel Armour suspected his connection w1th it,
and taxed him with -it; only sparing him from ex-
posure because his purpose was to have my father
blamed. This is a whip that he has held over
MacDaly’s head to keep him from makmg any °
revelations about my father.”

,“That if he did he would.be punished for settmg

_ﬁre to the building?”’ said Judy inquiringly. ‘
. “Yes, Colonel Armour frightened him by saymg’, ”
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