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MONOTHEISM. = = 5

cenerally received idea in Chris-
. was, and perhaps if we reckon
numbers and not by scholarship
s, that a belief in one God is of
sarative recent origin, and  that
cery many centuries before Christ
,< confined to a single race, name-
' the descendants of Abraham. This
. in part due to the fact that umtil
. recently the very great majority
cople, evén among the educated,
" very little knowledge of  what
iranspired in the past outside of
narrow field, and in part to
sion arising from an imperfect
rstanding of the religious cults of
nt peoples. There also has been.
v natural disposition to attach
much importance to names. Thus
people think that the actual
of thé Deity is Jehovah, just as
.ctual name of the King is Ed-
.1 Hence' a missionary in ‘India
.d scries of letters on thepbeliefs
ine Hindus “Om,” a mystit word
1ot very defined meaning, but ap-
ching «very closely what thjis:_
regard - as that aspect ‘of- the
- which is termed the “Holy
» It never occurred to this mis-
v that he was guilty of an aet,
which deserved severe condemnation,
¢ 2 Hindu had written letters from
and signed by. the name of the
rd person in the Trinity, all the
hurches would . have been = deeply
candalizéd.  This well-meaning mis-
jonary had mistaken the name, which
particular sections of mankind as-
s to the Deity, for the Deity him-
¢ One of the practices of the Bud-
d s by which théy.reggh, a state of
which they -elaim’to be, -and ‘apparent-
ly are, stperior ito all’ matérial sur-
roundings, is -the constant. repetition
of the word “Om,” coupled with a’ fix-
ed position of the body and the €on-
centration” of the mind upon: the
source of<all wisdom and pOWeE, We
are disposed to regard such th?xg\s as
foolish, but it we would take Some of
the practices jnculeated Py ‘Christiad
teachers, .and. substifute -an “algébraic
sign for the-'hﬁ.ﬁm;qf;"’tih Deity ‘I one
or the other of Histhree-foid aspects;
and do the same thing with some of
the practices taught by the Buddhists,
placing an algebraic sign in the place
of names, it would be ant to puzzle
the most learned of ecclesiastics to tell
which precept ‘was Christian and’
which pagan. . s cE
Taking a world-wide view and»gqing
as far back »higtorically as_is possible;
here S€ . to_be. 2 thOx;itYﬁi:
gx‘mg ?}ﬁ% ﬁ&ngtﬁgﬁwi tflé‘ ‘ba.sfﬂ
of all religious cults. = Some writers
suggest that it was evolved from 2|
more ancient pantheism, but the: line
of demiarcation betwéen the two- is
not sufficiently,. distinct to tell ‘where
one begins. and the other ends, and in
our, very imperfeet knowledge of the
peliefs 6f,the earliest historic races it
is practically ‘impossible to ~detérmine
accurately -whether they were monog-
theists ,or panthelsts. Pantheism, it
may be added, identifies .the Deity
with the .Uniyerse; Monotheism con-
siders him' 4% distinct from the Uni-
verse ahd yet controlling it. No argu-
ment is necessary to show how easily
one of these views might be mistaken
fofs the -other, ‘especially in- comparing
the very fragmentary and imperfect
records which ‘have .conie. down f;‘om
the remofe past, ajl of which are pres
served in @ language” With® which
modern scholarship is necessarily only
imperfectly familiar.: Hence .to. say
that the original belief of mankind
was pantheistic = and later became
monotheistic in some nations is sim-
ply an expression of opinion which
may or may 'mot be fourded in fact.
How very easily it is pogsible to mis-
take the true mature of religious be-
lief will be evident from the fact that
the great protest of Mahommedanism
against Christianity was that the lat-
ter did not .teach the essential prin-
ciple that there is but one God. There
are writers today, who hold that the
Christian religion cannot properly ‘be
called monotheistic; but that seems
about as unreasonable as it would be
to say that a block of wood is three
blocks of wood because it has length,
breadth and thickness. 5
One of the most intetesting features
bout the Christian religion. is that
it is the modern expression of the
nonotheistic idear as held By Abraham
ully four thousand years ago. It may
at times been obscured:by false
doctrines, but_it’ hag’ remained sub-
tially unimpaired during these
v centuries. ‘Whence Abraham re-
ved the idea is not material, nor
uld we determine it, if it were ma-
The Book of Genesis tells us
more about Abraham -than any other
writing, and jt introducés “the Lord”
without any words ; of . preface. . It
takes it for granted that its readers
know -who is mieant.: At ‘what
Genesis. was .originally written
ne can tell. In its present form
es from the time of Ezra, who
piled it after the Babylonian cap-
Ezra was expounding the law
monotheistic. people, and as there
1 have been no difficulty in con-

hinr if, he taught what+had not}

1sly bien dccepted by them, wé
nfer that the presentation:pf the
of the Hebrew race as being a
theist' was trué ‘enough. AN the
Hebrew teachers, including
taught the same thing. There-~
hile we are without any decu-

r evidence that Abraham him-
taught that” there was only one
have sufficient indirect evi-
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deneé to estéblish’ the tact. - Hence we
may feel sure ‘thatmonothélsm is at
léast forty centuries old, Corrobor-
ativé evidence is found In the teach-
ings of Zoroaster. Just at what date
this great teachet fourished is un-
«certain, but it was more than twenty
eenturies ago. Some claim that ‘he
lived  ‘before the time of Abrahamy
buf be this as it may, he claims in
his teachings not- to bhave invented
any new doctrine, out to be simply
reviving the ancient belief of the Per-
sign people. So obscure is the per-
isonality eof this wonderfu] man, that
some contend that he ‘was not an
actual individual, just as some claim
that Abraham was not. It is urged in
regard to these great teachers of man-
;dnd that they represent really. epochs
in the history of their respective coun-
tries, but this is' quite. immaterial for
the purpose which we now have in
mind, because the point which we.
seek ‘to éstablish’ ‘is that’ in' “Persia,
Mesopotamiiar and, Eastern "Asje gens

ligious cult of which we have any
K AR

When we turn to
field in which, among 'the. mass of
speculation' “and ;
from antiquity, it is exceedingly dif-
ficult to discover whether -there is a
monotheistic idea of any theistic idea
whatever: Buddhism is.a philosophy,
a moral code and a vast compilation
of speculative ideas, but it is difficult
to say that it is based upon a theol-
ogy. One might say. that it presup-
poses a Deity, rather than teaches
that one  exists. In point of fact,
when once the existence of a Supreme
Deity is.conceded, the .idea that He
shotild be worshipped: seems to fol:
low as 'a matter of course. As was
pointed out recently in these columns,
the Ten Commandments do not Speci-
ally inculcate the worship of the one
true God.. They simply forbid the
_wqrshtppmg;ot other gods. The He-
by:;gw’roq‘servaneeg wére chiefly in com-
memoration. of the fact that God had
brought _the people, ‘out of Egypt.
Hence the absence of anything in the
teachings of Buddhism, which calls for
the recosnition and worship of God,
does not by any means imply that

TN

theists. “Indeed a beliet in Nirvana
seems to imply monotheism necessar-
ily. The failure of Buddhism to lay
stress upon worship is its great weak-
ness. Its code of moralfty is of the
highest ‘type, and it seems as if it-is
the absencé of this great feature, so
conspicuonsin the ‘Hebrew  religion,
which gave. rise to’the ‘éonfused- poly-
theism that has such a hold upen the
people of India. 8o, too, when we
examine intq the writings of the early
Chinese “teachers, wg find little ‘or mo
evidence of 4 belief i\ a Supreme De-
ity, but. rather the assumption that
one’ must exist. In Norse’ mythology,
as in that of the Ancient Greeks, there
18 always present the. idea.that_ there
is one Supteéme God. We may not al-
ways feek quite sure whether Woden,
i the one case, or Jupiter, in the oth-
er, is really regarded. as. occupying
such a place, or if there is not some
power behind the whole grotesque
fabric of gods and demi-gods- from
which “they all derlve power and to
which they are all sQbservient.

Therefore we think it may be safely
assumed by.those persons, who do not
liké to:*accept any religious doctrine
I'simply because -the Church teaches it,
that,_the belief in one supreme and
omnipotent Deity “who upholds all
things by the word of His power,” is
not -merely the invention of the priests
of a particular people, but is a part
of the common imheritance of human-
ity.  The person who says that he
does not believe in God, sets himself
up in antagonism to the consensus of
mankind in all ages. It is immaterial
. for the purposes of the argument that
nearly every people has drifted from
the conception of a spiritual power
supreme above the material; for it
ig also true that #n  proportion as
peoples, modern as well as afcient,
have fallen away from this thought
and from the obligations and prac-
tices, which it necessitates, they have
lost in national strength and perman-
ence. It would be no exaggeration to
write upon the epitaphs of the van-
ished empires ‘of the past: ‘".;‘hey
fell because they forgot God.” %

O
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WOMEN‘IN HISTORY.

Thé part played by women in his-
tory is far from having been subordi-
nate. Shes has certainly divided the
honers 'pretty equally with men, and
perhaps, if we could get at the inner
facts, we would see that hers has.been
the majors share in . influencing the
lives”.of men and the destiny ‘of na-
ftions. Prevented byrher yeturn.from
taking a-promineént part at all times
in publie life, restricted’ by her séx
from & conspicuous part-in the wars,
which have  formed most of the ma-
terial of written history, she has nev-
ertheless been far from inconspieuous.
Indeed there have been certain crucial
epochs, when she has ‘Shone out res-

lendent - amopg;:her pipeptemporaties,

e can knoi.v little Bf the seoret
iefluence, wh‘!w,tyomen‘tWe exerdts-
ed® often for Hoofl, often ddubtless for
‘avil. There have ben Delilahs, who
have shorn the looks of many Samp-
sons; “there “have’ many Kadid-
jas, who have inspired and strength-
ened Mohammeds, We do not hear of
moSE of themi,. béeduse usually they
played their part behind the scenes:

India ‘we find &}whith igh

i P g

4but’»'.thely;' influénce hds been mome the
less ‘Because skilfully concealed. Ome
of the greatest arts possessed by wo=
‘ten i§ that of being able to exert her
power without the fact being kmown.
It is not always the woman who is the
most conspicuous who is the mest in-
fluential. ~ Perbaps the truth: les
rather in the other  direction.” We
Hear of many self-made men: prob-
ably if the truth were told they were
“made” by some good womau, of strong
commonsénse and plenty of that mar-
wellous : capacity for self-sacrifice,
which is one of the .glories of what
men are fond of calling the weaker
sex. ‘But we cannot, and would not
if we could, alter that quality in our
mothers, wives, sisters and daughters,
which makes them a hidden force in
the world rather than one that is:.con-
stantly in evidence. ~It. is quite pos-
sible that they do not kmow . their
powers it 13 also quite. possiblé. that
if- they lexercised- their- power k! mora/
.openly, iffor example, they: shoild ail

erally ‘monotheism’ was ‘the oldest re-{¥ecide to becdme suffragettés amd de-

mand the ballot, they might find their
Influence weakeneds but this thought,
whith might: be An interesting One to’
[EoloWw “out, 18 quite outside the purpose

learning * preservedy« " this article. qu‘ate dealing, with

the women, whose niames have ifound
‘a place in history, notof what women
may become in the .fiture, when she
ceases to .be man’s -superior and be-
comes hisg equal.r’ X

. It:is the intention of:the Colonist to
presént a series of articles in which
reference will be made to some of the
! women, whose names stand out con-
l spicuously in the history of their times,
and as we have no fixed programme
laid out, if any reader would like some
‘one to be spoken'of. We shall do what
is In our power to bbtain some inter-
esting information about her. It is
not likely that on every occasion only
ong woman will be  dealt. with in
an article, because there are many
about whom it is net possible to say
very much, yet concerning whom it
would be well if we all knew .Some-
thing. Some of the world’s heroines
are the representatives of periods in
human progress;‘ others occupy & less
important place; but there are many of
whom it will be possible to find some-

 founders of Buddhism were not mono-|thing interesting to say. If while ‘the’

series is running, any readers’ desire
to ask questions' concerning women,
who have a place in history, and it is
not found ppssib'le’ or expedient to deal
with them at ‘any great length, we
shall be glad to append to the article,
for the week foot notes ansgering
‘such quéstions. - Much of“the #terest
of . thé-proposed ‘Series will deperid up-!
on readers of ;the; Colonist. The first’
article will appear :on Sunday next.
‘We have no doubt that the proposed
series would be'lmuch more valuable:
if some of ‘thé Qolonist's~reader$ con-,
tributed something ., towards, # angd
we ‘Invite lettérs with that ébjqet. Te
assist® contributérs; and in drdér that
each, subject: may he treated at org,
and the same_time, we shall ‘anfiounce
a “week in advancé ‘who the lading
chardeter in the mext-article will be:’
We shall Begin “the series with Vic-
toria, that @great and .good _'queen
whom we all revered. Sufficient time
has elapsed since her death to’ permit
of something 1iké a 'discrimjnatng
judgment being formed as to Her =
fluence; upon' ‘the natign' and her' place
in history. The  letters need not be
‘gigned. It ‘will be very pleasing if.
some of the High School -pupils ‘would
join with us in this-study of Women
in History.

O

UNKNOWN LANDS.

Third| Article,

The vast area in Asia, which lies
east of what is called the Pamir Pla~
teau, sometimes spoken of as “the
Roof of the World,” and its extension,
the Tien-Shan mountains, north of the
Himalayas, south of the Altal moun-
tains and west of the ranges in which
the great rivers of China take their
rise, is one of -the little known parts
of the world. It includes Tibef and
the western part of the Chinesef Em-
pire. It is a vast plateau, the most
elevated continuous region i the
world; its alfitude for the most part
varying from 9,000 to 17,000 feet 'in
height, but with a great depression to
the east, where the altitude 'does not
exceed 3,000 feet. .Its area is’ approxi-
mately 2,600,000 square miles, and

‘| doubtless if the neighboring unexplor-|
4ed regions were. taken into

account
1 there would be found to be in this part,
of the great eastern continent: fully
4,000,000 square miles concerning-which
the” world ‘s .faf from being well-in-
formed. A part of it is occupied by
the: great. desert..of Gopi, a region,
which resembles in'some respect the
gouthern ™ part “of thé province bf Al-
berta, that .is to say, it is -hapdly 8
desert . proper, ~ being rather Of -the
clgss inore properly deséribed as: semi-
arid...In some years there is eonsid-
erable rainfall, but the average does
not ‘exceed 10 inches.” It differs from
Alberta in being greatly broken ‘up by
barren mountains and rocky.r table
lands, but the .more level are@s arg
coyered.. during  the summer®, with
abyndant,.grass  for sheep and oatile
H§ elevation cadsestthelwintersito be
¢ald and thé absence of clouds rend-
ers the summers Hot; neverthelgss it is
a region, which might be made wery
productive by irrigation~at least inthe
more - favorably situated localities.
Scattered all over ‘e region now-un-
der ‘¢onsideration” afe numersus lakes,
but none of them have outletszto the

sea. 'The water is re,moVed by evap=
oration .only, 'and the '‘probability 1is
that-most of them are brackish. The
population, of all this vast area I8
for the most part nomadic. The num-
ber of inhabitants, including Tibet, is
estimated to be . about 40,000,000, of
whom - about 4,000,00 are credited to
that country. Nedrly all the region is
nominally under the rule of China, the
refhainder being more or less ‘a part
of the Russian Empire, although east-
ern Turkistap yet clalms to be inde-
pendent. Lines of deémarcation are not
very closely drawn f{h this isolated
part of the world, and many of jthe
tribes really’ do ’not “admit the sov-
ereignty of any ruler.” Daubtless the
country possesses great  mineral
wealth, although very little is known
on 'the subject.' "It is ‘a Vast region,
wherein, there may be marny surprises
for .mankind .in general. It will be
x’-e'ggl)ed ‘by moaté_"*qrgnit_i_gr‘s that “some
seventesh, o elghidén years ago Georee
Kenman:gitracted $ho-attention of. the
world “to: SoutheérncSiberis” in~a series
of "'a"ttfé}g’s’;"l_ﬁ:' tﬁéf_&é'hturz- Mag&ilné in
which,:he -.completely upset . sl pre-
"conceived: ideas -.6f ~that -part ‘of “the
Czar's “dominfons=> We ltarned ‘&’ few
vears ago that the supposed waste, re-
gions, through which the Yukon flows
were ' far ‘from - valueless. We are
only just' beginhing ‘to learn the ex-
tent of valuable land-in our own coun-
try. '‘Therefore we may “well preserve.
an ‘attitude of sugpended judgment as
to ‘the econgmic. value “of . the great
Asiatic- tableland. 2

It 18 in ‘this’ part of the world that
many peoplé have begn ~accustomed
to locate the aboriginal home of man-
kind, 'and it ‘is ‘singular how many
traditions ‘seém t6 point to it as the
region where 'most of the dominant
races were bred.- It must - always be
remémbered,” however, that traditions
are usually susceptible of various in-
terpretations. However this may be,
it is‘'a part of:the world, which at one
time and ‘another has played an ex-
ceedingly imiportant part in history.
The present inhabitants of India, that
is the domindnt races of natives, un-
doubtedly came ‘originally. from. the
great plateau morth -of the Himalayas.
This. region was«incluged in Tartary,
that great kingddm which at one time
gave laws to the wholé known world.
Here it was that eight centugies ago,
Genghis Khan reéruited’ his: forces
after the conquest ‘of China amd set
out. on ‘a4 western march, which was
only interrupteq safter. he- -had .:laid
smearly "all gouthé#h Asja  and south-
‘westeri Byrobe, wAer Fubjection. "This
great, wagrigmasbegan'« his  Western
tour of ¢on: uest'fa'vlt‘n gn_army of 700,-
000 inen,_&Hd led thet across.the re-.
glon of -which AQis article treats: “Ao-
companying them was 4hié’graat Teti-
‘nué of -fhé Cohdnérar Ninfdelt, consist-
ing, 0f five hundrja, wives and ;concus
bines, and ‘. thomsands. DL’ servs
There ‘perRaps’ neWérwas'iy ;
such’ & Bampiaign, ,; Corbpared
“the wars of.Napeleon sink into:insig-
nificance in point-of the ‘ma.gnispde' of
Ltheleader’s pland}’ the number’ of men,
who ‘followed Him “and the measure of
sugcess, whichs « @tfended his / efforts.

Asia and ‘the. é4Starn ‘parf, of Europe
betiween. his. sons. Heresalso Timur;
more, frequentlyspoken of: as Tamer-
lane, a century’ vr'a?t-ér," raised ‘the: troops
with which he’emiilated the|wonderful
career, of ~his great-grandfather just
mentioned; and :swept over the country
from Hgypt on the west almost to the
Pacific seaboard of China on the east;
no one ean tell where his march would
have: ended; if /death had not termin-
ated it The region, which formed the
base «of such operations as trhese, al-
though it may not be well known to
the world at large, is far from being a
negligible guantity.

History has a remarkable faculty of
repeating itself. Mast of this little-
known land is a population of nearly
400,000,000 - people. Many of them are
not warlike, but.we would make ‘a
mistake if we judged of the whole
Chinese race by the coolies of Canton
or the merchant *class, who live am-
ongst us. ‘In the’interior of the Em-
pire are stalwart tribes, who wunder
proper ‘leadership might accomplish as
great things as were done under the
eonquerors named above., “The great
plateau, of which we ha.vé been speak-~
ing, has kept the. Chinese largely to
themselves. They have not felt equal
to. the task of .spreading westward.
For that -reason it may be said to have
had an ‘exceedingly fmportant bex;ring
upon the?political history of the world.
If the hived-up millions,
nearer the sea, had beén the kind of
men, who of ;thei‘rf’os}jn accord would
overcomeé the’ difficulties presented. by
western migration, the histery of the
world’ would have been very different
from what*ft' idS" Been. But eastern
‘Chipa hds” beeh” awikéned.  America
has taught the ‘Reople the. yalue of
wheat {as a fd0B,7 Frequent  famines’
have. develpped ‘problems, which ‘the
government might disregard in the old
days, but must consider now. In the
higher lands west of China proper
are vast-areas -where- wheat ‘can be
grown, and where relief can be found
for the overcrowded population of the
eastern provinces. . Therefore & swest-
ern migration of the Chinese may be
looked- fof as amiong the probabilities
of the very near future, When if be-
gins nothing can. arrest it. If may not
be rapid, any ntore than the progress
of a glacier is rapid, but it will be as
certain and relentless as the latter.
Central Asia, litile known as it is to
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the civilized world, wHl almost cer-
tainly again become a theatre of
events that will profoundly affect man-
Kind.

- Roosevelt’s Future

“The miost remarkable social and
political . phenomenon ' obseryablé _in
this Republic today,” says the New
York Times, .“is the immense and
growing popularity of President
Roosayelt.”” Thus it begins an edi-
toriai comment upon tae result of a
quest among the Republican editors
of the United States in search of in-
formation on the strength of the
President with the people. The can-
vass was mnot complete when the
statement was made, but it was plain
that President Roosevelt was strong-
er than ever with .the men .whose
favor ‘nas made: him  Président, and
would, . perhaps,- do so again, yemarks
a writer in the.Toronto Mail and Em«
pirve. dn. gnother year. the parties wild:

ginning to:bubble .all over .the.cpua-
try, and to boil in some States, but
the question ' that  subordinates ail
others in “the opinion “of both poiiti-1
cians and the people themselves '‘Is
‘“What about Roosevelt?” * g
The unwritten MTawi of  the  United
States ‘declares ‘that -a mian ‘shall® not
be thrice' President.  General . Grant
was a kind of demiged in his'day, but
in 1880 he ‘could not get a renomina-
tion® for a third time; no  President
ever has done’so.- Apart from this
custom, President’ Roosevelt has stat-
&d' in the Strongest possible terms
that he will not be & cdandidate again.
The problem of ‘deeently and profit-

{ably disposing”of its' ex-Presidents is

an interesting one with ~tne United
States: - 'Nine of them out of ten may
be expected to finish -their term of of-
fice when ' they are yet strong and ac-
tive, and capable of giving the State
their yery best  service. ~Custom de=-
bars them from coatinuing as Presi-
dent, angl a haif-dozen reasons keep
them from: remaining in public life as
subordinates. It- has happened that
sudden death has made tne problem
an' academical one in the past thirty
years or 8o, although it was practical
as far as Cleveland was concerned.
Cleveland, however . had no such
hold om the affections of the people as
Roosevelt.  'What happened to him
was a matter of relatively 'smali im-
portance. Tne President now  enjoys
the affection and admiration of the
plain. people in a greater extent than
any - President. jn history. He has
made plenty of enemies, but for each
a. dozen friends have.  sprung up.  to
take his place., He .has done nothing
to offend the rank and file .of Demo-
crats, and that party having been so
bedeviled by bad leadership for the
past. few years, it has liitle ! enthu-
siasm for any particular politician of!
its own. stripe. It is .boldly asserted
that Roosevelt could poll one-third of
the. Deémogratic, - wotes . .in the  Unifed
States. . . Naturally.thew, the Tuture
careey: of 4 man- who possesses 1o’ 80
great a degree the good=will of  both,
political  parties is a. matter of con-
cern to, hig fellow-citizens. i
Apart  from the Times, several ‘pa-
pers..and magazines havebeen testin
their Teaders on :the . subject -df < the
President’s: future; ‘amd;several have
been: bolkdly. . campalening:for the pur-
pose :of - havingsa renominationithrust

:[upon him, againsts hisswishes. fndeed,’

crities have - not;hesitated: to saptm}g\'

1t[the -President himself has chosen-th

apethad of:: sounding the - publie,” and
Linat he may: recomsider. his posjtion
on the. subject: of “@nother term if . the
public, .demands it.s .Some of his ad-
mirers say that hé should be the: next
Governer ' of. the State of New. York.
Others deciare -that..he shauld be a
member, . of - the. mext  President’'s
Cabinet, and . take.the war portfpolio.
The ‘nope of .others:is that 'he should
enter _the : Semate. :Thousands :deem
him the .one man:to. take charge of thej
work . ‘'of building:the Panama Canal,
which:is lkely.to be - named for him.
A ‘minority . recommends -the uncon-
stitutional office of :“adviser 'to the
Government.” - The presidency of Har-
vard is still.another position that e
is deemed highly competent fo fill, It
is plain that the people of the United
States hate -to let him go.

There can be no doubt that Pres-
ident Roosevelt ecould have any of
thege posts if he cared to make the
rignt kind of a deai for the one he
It seems almost certain that a
Roosevelt man will: get the nomina-
tion of .the Republican Party, if
Roosevelt himself refuses to make a
play for it. For the sake of his: en-
dorsation the prospective ' candidate
would be glad enough to hand any
lesser plum.to: his patron. At the mo~
ment the likellest successor to Theo-
dore Roosevelt is Wililam Taft, Seere-
tary of War, and formerly Governor of
the Pnilippines. The President @ has
made no secret of his great regard for
Taft; and the other day his son-in-
law, Congressman Longworth, an-
nounced publicly that he was for Taft
for President. Taft is a man of the
strenuous Réosevelt school, and ig ex-
pected to carry out the Roosevelt pro-
gramme with reference to the “inter-
osts,” 'as they are'called: He will stand
for the “Square Deal”

Taft, however, ' 'nas plenty of rivais,
if, not in the estéem of the President,
then among the politicians in his own
party. Senator Penrose, . of Pennsyl-
vania; Senator Foraker, of Ohio, and
Senator XKnox, .of Pennsylvania, are.
the most prominent, not to mention
Vice-President . - Fairbanks, Speaker
Cannon, and Elihu Root, the ablest of
them all, who is not mentioned
prominently as & possibility = in this
respect. Senatar Knox: was a member
of the:. Cabinet:pefore he resigned to
enter the Senate; and ne ig rather .a
“favorite of the Presfdent’s, Were it
Fiot for Taft, and the fact that Senator
Endx eomes from the Stats where the
machine element has become a Te-
préach, he might be the Presidént’s
nominee; Sengtors Penrose 'and For-
‘gker are considered anti-Roosevelt
men, and may be sald to represent the
traditional Republican sentiment  of
high protection and general conserva-
tism. Taey are equally opposed to the
radicaiism of the. present administra-
tioh. The- latter IS considered the suc-
cessor to- Mark Hanna, and no doubt
inherited, with the toga, Senator Han-
na’s deep distrust of Rooseveltisim.
These men are now drawing together
for a great political fight, which will
probably make one of them the next
President of the United States.

T e ——

Tditor—Threatening to. sue. us for
libel!* What for?

Manager—Through some mistake
we described her as being in evening
dress at g five o’clock tea.—Harper's
Bazar.

.
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The Story Teller

“Current Verse

, Mark Twain and the - Chestnut.
(Harper’'s Weekly.)

The Boston people are telling a new
story about Mark Twain, ‘and it is
this, and a good one it is for some
people to recall on occasion. Mark
was telling stories, strangely enough,
and some young gentleman—Perkins,
let us call him—after the manner of
the very young, was trying to cap
them, but he always began with that
mock-modest preface: “You must have
heard this before, Mr. Clemens,” re-
peating the phrase at intérvals through
his so-called ‘story. Finally Mark is
said to have said this: 4

“Perkins, that's'nmo way to tell a
story. One night I was at supper with
Henry Irvin’, and he had the same old
trick that you have, Perkins—‘You must
have heard this before’—or, “You cer-
tainly have heard this,” He began a
story this way, and I  said, politely.
‘No, Irvin’, I haven’t,. theugh I didn’t
know, of course, what .his. story was
about. ' After he had used.this miser-
able pbrage.ih g_e,__time,si‘ilpaid‘.tohim,

N and.
o s g @ Ak
ave.pars. When
S, 8,..8tory.. as. you. do «with. X9
“Raye heard ihis story.” courtesy
prevails .and. we say no,
what the.truth’ may_be;.and 3 second
time we say .10; but when if .comes
| like_now, to. the third time, then truth
asserts herself.” Yes, Irvin’, I've heard
your old chestnut many, many times:
I.invented it.” Bis

One on Sir Thomas -
The Regder.

“It requires a. vast deal of cour-
age and -charity to .be "a philanthro-
pist,” - Sir “Thomas Lipton was
saying the other day, apropos of one
of ' Andrew  Carnegie’s- Book-Bounties.
“I remember when I was just starting
in bushess.. I was very .poor, ‘and
making every sacrifice to enlarge’ my
little shop. My only assistant was a
boy of fourteen, faithful and willing,
and honest. One day I heard him com-
plaining, and with justice, that his
clothes were so shabby that he was
ashamed to go to chapel

“sThere’s no chance of: my getting'
a new suit'ithis = year, he told ' me.
‘Dad’s out of work, and it.takes all
of my wages to pay the rent.

“'; thought ‘the matter ‘over, and
then’ took & sovereign from my care-
fully hoarded savings and bought the
boy a stout’warm suit of blue cloth.
He was so grateful that I felt repaid
for my sacrifice. But the next day he
didn’t come to work. --I met his moth-
er in the street and asked her the rea~
son.

* “Why, Mr. Lipton,’ she said cour-
tesying. ‘Jimmie looks so respectable,
thanks to you, sir, that:Il thought - I
rwould send him round town today to
see if he couldn't get a better job.? ”

Pl B

“Weel Set Dapn.”

writet in “one of the magagzines says
‘he knows, of 'né_otheriwhere good fel-
‘lowship 80 universally:-prevails. " ‘So
far 15 this' carried .thHat if “is not eti:
‘quette’ for any ‘one ever to be blamed
for anything. “The skip, eager to ac-
claim a wéll-played- shot; will hot ad=

| mit & shot to be ill-played.’ “The ice

is . getting . cleaner,” "he: will ‘say, by
way of exouse, if' you dre strong; or,
“Your stone “stopped very 'suddenly;”
when you'‘aré short.-He Has asked
You’ for' & long guard, tie g
most> edutiotis' 0f sRots, and you"
‘¢ome’ roafing “up: the ite-ahd % I
Fiiitd “the *houSe,” brifging - utfér dev-
-astation’ fn your wake. "AS’ you ‘come
forward with'a beating heart, to, see
‘What” damage you ‘have done. to, his
well-balanced “head,” ‘the vociferous
Fjoy of the opposing skip is .in your
ears, Your own .Skip, eyes the wreck
(¥ioTe "I 'sorrow thanin anger. 'His
guards are lying-to the Tight and left,
‘his “winfer is up against thae bank,
and his opponent has fwo shots near
I'the tee. But he will turn to you with

But® it 'was

“that “was unfortunate.
It was awfu’ weel

fio - your blame.
set ‘down!”

. North Carolina Wit.

Some yea'rs ago, while the writer was
returning from - Raleigh,” North Carolina,
on an excursion train over ghe Seaboard
Air line; he 'was accosted by the con-
ductor of the ‘train, one who had evi-
dently  spent his youth in keeping away
from apything that pe'rtained to edueation,
and who proceeded to anfold the following
example-of ‘“Downhome’” wit: s ’

¢1 declare some people can ask the most
foolishest questions I ever see. What do
you suppose some woman asked me jus
now?"” A

1 replied that T was unable. to guess,
and requested him to enlighten me, He
then proceeded to tell his story, which ran
ap follows: ;

“White 1 was passing through a coach
just mow - some ‘woman. stopped me and
asked me how far we were from Weldon.
1. replied that we were about fifty-five
miles from ‘Weldon, She then asked,
“This side or the other side? ”—Harper’'s
Weekly.

« Alexander Harrison, the famous
painter of ‘marine pieces,~has a studio
in Brittany, and a young woman who
m?g him there in the early summer
said:

“1 .asked Mr. Harrison if he thought
American art students did well to
come abroad to study.

“He looked from his window at the
picturesque scene, and he said that
andoubtedly the atmosphere wds more
artistic in Europe than in America.

“He theught, though, that Paris, as
a city to ~study and work in,” was
over-rated. To illustrate his meaning,
he said that a ecertain rich-man’s son,
after three: years. in' Paris, .wrote
-home to his-fatherin St.-Josephe
2 ‘Dear Fatheri—I have made:up my
‘migd- to set to. wark. -Please let'me
know . at .your “eavlibst vc¢onvenience
awhether- it -‘was painting;> architecture
or music: I came to Paris ‘to study.”

&

was -“mamma and baby.! ©One morn-
ing she was eating pancakes and ‘had
got down to two pieces; which imme-g
diately = were called - “mamma and
baby,” She took the smaller piece up
and ateé it. 'Then she said, “Don’t cry,
baby, your mamma will:be down in a
minute” and then ~ate the larger
piece~Chicago Tribune.

Mark Twain recently told this story
as an illustration of his reason for not
talking when' he dined with the Kai-
ger: A man was reproached by a
friend, who said; “I think it a shame
that you'have not spoken to your wife
for fifteen years. How do you explain
it? How do you justify it?” The poor
man sald; “I didn’t want to inter-
rupt her.”—Argonaut.

THIR

no . matter,-

Speaking of the “rearin’ 'game” al.

1ést and

a cheerful smile. “Man” He will say,|

Etta was fond of playing everything|:

Canada to England
(A reply to Willilam Watson.)
Sang one of England in his island home;
“Hef veing are million; ‘but -her heart
s_one,)’”’ A =
And looked from _out, his wave-bound
homeland isle
To us who dwell beyond fts western sun,

And vlnk among the northland plains and
akes, g
We youthful dwellers in & younger
and, .
Turn eastward to the wide Atlantic’s

waste, i
And feel the ‘clasp of Eangland’s out-
stretched hand.

ome
To swell the glory of an ancient name;
Who journeyed seaward on an exile long,
‘Wheén fortune’s twilight to our island

came.

: X
But every keel that cleaves the midway

waste
Blndst with a-sllent thread our sea-cleft
. strands,
Tl ocean  .dwindles and the sea-waste

S URRPEE T e e
nf’m&a mitgiés with 4 huridred
B et B A G g
“And- weaving " sileptly all tar-off “island

shores; - ¥ WD 4
A: thousand singing wires strgteh’ round
the earth, Co
Or _sleep still vocal in their ocean depths,
Tl b;illthlunds die _to make one glorious
r, \ '

So we“remote compatriots reply,
And feel the world-task only -half. be-
gun: .
We are the girders of the .aging earth,
‘Whose .veins are million, but. whose
heart is. ome.. . 3

" .—Arthur Stringer.

In Boy-Book Land.
The child-heart has it pleasures that.never
come again, ; »
Except to bleom in memories of the white

bloom after rain; : E
Old playtime hou'rs of summer and _l\veet
dreams in a nook, ;
With phantom friends in pages of golden
tory Book—
Ah, -would that once could. wander in
child-heart fancies still !
Ah, would that one could summon again
the wonder thrill,
When, deaf to childhood sorrows and dlind
to child-heart griefs, A
A little lad sat poring o’er Jane Porter’s
“Scottish Chiefs.” :
'
Hearts kindled with adventure, ‘eyes
' gleaming with desire, Bl
Souls lit with rays of splendor,” breasts
warm with hero fire— :
Oh, gentle years that shaddowed .and
_guided ‘with all trust 278
MThe “little feet that wandered ® through
realms of venture-dust 4 >4
Through happy vales  of - Bookland = and
.~ 9'er far hills of song - :
Where shadows of the knighthood .:of a
sweet old world belong ! ¢
Ab, little heart that flutpered dat tomch of
wcnader gpells
Wrought by the eerie beauty of the
Froissart Chronicles !
y ;
JAh, etill mid all the shadow, with Child-
g5 h&n@tnmyhnndr RN
t the valleys of lovely; Boy-
e iu bodk Hand, ..o e i
Ad; thére with .Cooper’s Indiaps . and
2 aScott’s -wild. and” Crews.s
Dream o'er the old dream-glo'y, d,l:fngx\ﬂ:lll
. the old dream-dews! 5
O brave Si¥ Henry Stanley, and dear lost
[Livingstone; . 3% : 7
How often. have your vebfures in dreams
.~ arodsd me’flown! Lo 10
How:ideep :ip . Afric jyngles and’ o’er
... "' Usbrange. desert spEve .
“A"little lad has wandered -with the-dream-
¢ Sk dorion hle Tace ol
‘To Boy-book: Laud of hefoes, of knightly
"+ smen and true,
O litfle
still. with you! .. %
A loved book, .and an! armchalr, outside
: the falling raim, T hed 58
The old desire of venture ia the Hea¥t of
youth- again! ¢
The Boy-book Land of beauty, o'er valley
and. o’er hill, Ykl
A little child-beart wanders as in old days
.sweet, and still,
A Httlte lad sits poring o’er travél, and o'er
ale J W
Of Gultiver and_lsLan@' and: the isle “of

Crusoe’s “saill ; £
o T T»Bg]ﬁmom-jbﬁn.

The Waking World-

Ooen the window  wide, wide, wide,
Open the window wide, %

A mocking bird on a bough outeide
Is leoking faint, he’s tried -

So hard to reach me throngh ‘the pane
With. his 1ilting song and fl-ad, :

Where he sings out there in the sum-
5 mer rain .
On a bough all newly clad.

Tomorrow out on the  prairie
'We'll hear the plover call, 3

And where the bayou twists and turns,
And leaf-thick shadows fall,

The tropt will jump for the dropping fiy
And make the reel to sinz;

Oh, open tHe window to the sky
And listen the voice of spring,.

Last night the thunder' grombled loud,
This morn the rain comes down;

Outside a long, umbrellaed crowd
Winds through the dtlptplnf town

The while the mocking bird in glee
Laughs loud and sweet and.long,

And the scent that the Dreezes bring to

burns

me,
Is sweet as a mother song. '
There'll be an arching rainbow sdon,

Arched clear across the. Reilty;
And a breath as sweei, as q;e sonl of

June,
In brushing softly dy A .
Had breathed a kiss on the upturned iips
Of a world, tiptoe and sweet,
And glad and young from her finger tips
To her blogsom-kissing feet,

A world as young as the day is young;
And that never will grow old;

As young as the song the moek bird.sung—
.Oh, I know there’s a bag of gold

At the end of the rainbow over there,
And a haven no griefs shall cloy,

Just as mother said as she stroked my

hair
When I awas a little boy: .
«F, M. Lewis, in ‘Houston Post.

'’ Spring-in the South

As Iras toek the-iast warmth of those lips
That. ‘Antony-had found so long diyine,

So we, when winter's star moves toward

- Teclipse, :

Take.-the first .warmth of thine!

Onrs the first violets that herald thee,
The, first delicious tokens in the air,
The thousand mingled, delicate odors free

Blown backward from thy hair!

Tpe first songs of the birds, enchanting

. grief,
Blithe harbingers of Spring in field and
town,
First miracle of burgeoned bud and ieaf
Within a world of brown. '
2 b

What wonder that we hold ;thee for our
1

ege,
Spring's. lady, that so prodigally dowers,
After the months of barren Winter's stege,
This faithful land of ours?

What marvel, when thine airy trumpeters
Are all abroad to bid the world rejoice,
A joyful echo In the bosom stirs,
A8 at a long-loved volce?

~New Orleans Plmes-Democrat,

v

For we 4are they who wander far from-—

omrade . readers, let pie - w"-auder ;
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