. . o with which he is connected and controls
The ColoNiSL. | imm it i uget"Gngi
5 o factor in the in of Bgti-hﬁl;

o ~ | umbia. In view of these considé

we think all fair-minded people will say
that Mr, Dunsmuir was well within his
THE WAR. rights and wholly justifiéd in declining
| ‘The news from the front is meagre|to be bound by unconstitutional legisla-
and indefinite. . Its tome is, however,| 500 There has-been a great outery
generally satisfactory, and we fancy against him and he has been held up to
that the war office must regard the out- execration because he has appealed to}
1ook generslly as good, or. the.hopeful| the conrts against iegislation restricting
tone pervading the London  despatches|his Tight to employ whom he sees fit
would not be so marked: The report| Neither he nor any man is bound to sub-
that the Boer forces in front of Lady-| Wit to unconstitutional legislation, and it
smith are being weakened is quite prob- is well that there is some' one in this
able. The loss in killed and wounded|Province who is able to protect himself

must be very serious, and the constant and hi;. fellow subject against such. -
movement of Joubert's forces indicates| The bill now before the house is an effort
that he is not in a  position to. hold to evade the dec%uon ot‘thg Judlch}l Com-
every point in his lines at the same time. | Mittee of the Privy Council declaring pre-
If it is true, as reported, that Buller is|Yious legislation aimed directly at ‘Chinese
advancing at several points, and that a| t0 be void. The proposal is pract1¢u{ly to
flying column has been sent around place the power to say who shall or shall
through' Zululand to cut off the enemy’s| B0t Work in a coal mine in the hands of
communications, it is very likely that}?an officer appm'nted l{y the government
ithe relief of Ladysmith is within @ a of'the day. If is imphedly' expectgd that
measurable distance, for if the garrison| the officer so appointed will exercise the
of that town attacks the enemy, while discretion’ to be vested in him 'so. as t_o
‘his force is scattered, it is difficult to|exclude Chinese from coal mines, and it
see how a successful resistance can be is only for this purpose that the power is
made. p to be vested in him. If a Chinaman with
In Cape Colony the effort seems to:be|® ,dlegree tlr‘om gxtordt universit.y ?hcmltdv
outmanoeuvre the en and compel} 8pply to the officer for permission 10
‘.:,is retiremen:.,mif notmhyis“ mmaz: work in a mine the officer would be ex-
‘without any great sacrifice of life. We|Ppected by the promoters of this legisla-
were told in yesterday morning’s de- ition to refuse. Such legislation as ﬂn.s
‘spatches that 70,000 of our men had not is extremely dishonest b'ecause to give gt
_yet met the enemy. If this is correct | the effect desired by xts promot(?rs it
we may anticipate a triumphal move- would have to be adnums:cered ‘dxshon-
-ment through the Free State as soon as estly. There are many. Chinese in Br.it-
preliminaries can be arranged. ish Columbia who can read and write
—_— - | English, but if one of them should ask
DEFEAT OF THE GOVERNMENT,| to be-allowed to work underground in a
e mine the officer would be expected to
The Times realizes Fh"t the govern- refuse. Therefore, to replace legislation
apent no, longes can c laim to control the declared by the courts to be unconstitu-
house, and expects its defeat to follow tional, it is ~proposed to add legislation
::e :i:t:;yb;hl:: :«ixm:hatlzvil;;o:l:::esha;o purposely intended to be dishonestly ad-

. ¢ ministered. )
pen, and claims that a stable govern-
ment cannot be formed outf of the pres-} TIME FOR THE CURTAIN,
ent house. = This remains to be seen. iy i
“The Times thinks that the Lieutenant-| After what occurred in the house last
\Governor will not call on Mr. Turner to| évening, a premier—we will not say a
form a new ministry, but it can have| self-respecting premier, but one who ap-
o authority for so saying. ~But admit-| preciates the rudimentary principles of
ting for argument’s sake that he would parliame/ntary government—would feel it
not call on Mr. Turner—and we: are not| to be his duty to consuit the Lieutenant-
by any means certain that Mr. Turner | Governor ‘as to his future course. : ‘No
‘would be disappointed if he did not—the| ministry ever occupied a more humiliat-
“Times assumes altogether too much|ing position than did that of Mr. Sem.lm
when it takes it for granted that the|yesterday. A .perfect  demonstration
- members on the right of the Speaker are| Was made of the truth' of Mr., Turner’s
€0 wedded to Mr. Semlin as’'a leader want-of-confidence motion, in which he
that they will follow him into opposi- recited that the government had no
tion. On the contrary, we. believe that | longer the efficient control of the house.
a very considerable number: of the mem-| It 'has been established beyond perad-
‘bers on the government side would give venture that Mr. Prentice dominates the
.an independent support to a mew minis-| Drovince. Before the ministry dare ad-
try, formed on broad lines and repre- vise the Lieutenant—Govemor.as to any
senting a progressive policy. There are subject of legislation or administration,
gentlemen in the housé, who feel in a|they must ascertain what Mr. Prentice
measure bound to Mr. Semlin as long thinks about it. The member tof East
as he is premier, but who may honor- Lillooet enjoys equally with the Lututen-
ably consider the political tie between|ant-Governor the power of dismissing
them broken, when he leaves office.|or retaining the ministry, and he has
‘Mr. Semlin stands for no principle in|aiready given abundant proof that he
e acent. e el and ‘Geen bester fhaa| thorotghly independent way. M
he. We do not now refer to the govern-| ticé is a gentleman of more than ordin-
ment of which he is a member, but when | 4ry grasp of affairs, and is closely iden-
he has been defeated that will céase to| tified with large interests, but it is utterly
be a political entity, and Mr. Semlin| foreign to British ideas of parliamentary
will relapse to the position of a much government that any one member, in
esteemed private member, who may or| Whom ueither the house, the country
may not have a political following, and | nor the Lieutenant-Governor = has  ever
who, we venture to guess, will not seek | expressed political - confidence, should
for one, but will be content to retire|control thelegislation and administra-
with the honors he has won.: tion of the province. = We have heard
_The early “defeat of the goverrment before now of . a  power behind -the
seems assdﬁm‘i “if the members of _the throne, but» Mr. Prentice aﬁqrdq an
opposition stand firmly side by side, re- example (_)t.‘va member 'who can, when-
sisting all ‘Atbempts thatiwill be pinde to| S he Wishes; ‘stand Ig. front ‘of the
effect a coalition. ‘That efforts in that throne and bid it ~do whatever he de-
direction are likely to be renewed is very| It is certainly time to ring down the
probable. In hig desire to hold office the| curtain upon the farce now being played
leading spirit in the present ministry is under the guise of responsible govern-

; . ment, and the man to ring it down is Mr.
?repared to sacrifice his political friends Prentice, As a patriotic citizen of this
in and out of the house. No person can{ province he ought to put an end to the
afford to aceept the price of that sactifice| present condition by voting theé govern-
without himself sacrificing something|ment out and giving his assistance and

far more valuable than any office at the «:Lxgmgﬁ(; aben::rmn;:i,msat:i' :g:lc%h i::: ail;
«disposal of\ the Premier, now evident enough would command a
S g e R A SaN S e sestotion o
e 0o on
s e MINES_E_EGULATIONS' }settled politicalyconditions,in this pro%—
It is now all:but openly acknowledged}ince is by the defeat of the present min-
‘that the object of the bill to amend the “:ﬁtg 'f,‘,‘ﬂot':fith 8 nevlvn p?){ic; n:wpoll)f:;
“Coal Mines Regulation Act is to prevent ‘free from the sbominations of that of
ithe employment of Chinese underground| theé present government, can appeal to
4ncertain mines controlled by Mr. Duns.| the members on both sides of the house
‘muir, and no one pretends that this is not zor SNSRI N RS ing x b el
'or support afterwards. The sooner we
the case. In this matter Mr. Dunsmuir{ have trsyuch ; t!l?inli):ttlt.y tlf:e better for gm
has stood squarely upon his rights ag a] couniry an e better for every one de-
British subject. He has the legal right|Sifing to  become interested in the
Y y. It lies in Mr, Prentice's
to employ’ Chinese underground in the|hands to bring about such a desirable
mines controlled by him, just as other| consummation, and we hope he can soon
persons have a right to control them ;:Q his way clear to do so. The mem-
above ground in coal minipg or any other mfis e(:)flletgt?véfym s‘}gtg;aalare mdx_vndually
line of business. It has not been complain- ; 3
ed that he has employed. Chinese for the :
- purpose of reducing the wages of white A MARTINEE‘_IN GETIOR.
miners, or that mines in which Chinese| Yesterday’ when the amendments to
are employed are less safe or well-man-| the. game act avere passing through the
aged than any other mines. It is not} final stage in the house, Mr. Eberts, in
claimed that the Chinese are mnot fit' for| a spirit of courtesy and friendliness, drew
the work in which they are employed.| the attention of the ‘Attorney-General to
The argument against their employnient| the fact that the animal described in the
in this particular industry is largely a}act as elk was properly called. wapiti.
sentimeptal one, although it is contended| He was at once sharply called to order
with some plausibility that if white labor|by the Speaker.  The Attorney-General,
«vas so employed they would spend a| who apparently appreciated the point of
“arger proportion o¥ their earning in this{Mr. Eberts’ remark, rose to say some-
rovince than the Chinese do. We think} thing in ;néwer, but was immediately
‘this is a perfectly fair statement of the| called to order by the Speaker. Now it
«case, Mr. Dunsmuir has mot felt sufii-| is quite true that under the strict letter
«wiently impressed by ‘%he argumentsfof the rules both the members were out
.against the employment of Chinese to| of order, but rules are made to'facilitate,
take ‘steps to replace them by white men,| not to hamper ‘the transaction of busi-
and he has, as he had a perfect right to} ness. It is of infinitely minor. impor-
do, decline to submit to legislation to}|tance whether or.not the rules for the
compel him to do so, which he was ad-| guidance of business are temporarily
wvised, and as events have ehown, proper-| waived. No interest suffers in any way.
Ay advised, that the provincial legislature} No principle is sacrificed. The house
‘had no power to enact. Mr. Dunsmuir is| so far from losing any dignity by such
:a very large employer of labor. In onej little irregularities. really gains by it,
-way or another he employs very many| for theré* is nothing more absurd than a
smore persons within this province than} legislative body so tied up by its own
. sany other individual or’ corporation, and| rules as to be unable to correct unnoticed
-ave think more than any two individugls{ errors in legislation at any stage. * Mr,
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think so. He seems to have. an idea
be undermined if the legislature is not
run like & -y school.. The proceed-
ings in the house lose greatly in interest
by the exercise of martinet whims in the
Spéaker’s chair, but what is of greater
importance the members are kept from
being at their best in the consideration
of the various subjects before them.
The widest freedom of | discussion; .con-
sistent with .the, orderly conduct of busi-
ness is one of the greatest safeguards
of the public interest.

e e een
MR. SEMLIN'S EXCUSE.

" Mr, Semlin stated in the house on Fri-
day that the reascn why he'had not trans-
mitted the offéré’of Viétoria and Vancou-
ver, to raise and equip contingents for
South Africa to the federal government,
was ‘that'he had noe’ evidence that these
communities could, make’ good what was
promised in their behalf. This is a very
extraordinary statement, all things con-
sidered. When the Mayor of Vietoria
waited upon Mr, Semlin with the reso-
lution passed by the citizens’ committee
here suggesting that two hundred and
fitty mounted men should be raised in
the province in addition to thdse promised
by the legislature, fifty to be raised by
Victoria, he received a polite but extreme-
|y frigid reception. Mr. Semlin promised
to consider the matter and send a.reply.
He promised to consider it the day on
which he was notified and to let the
Mayor have his answer the next morning.
If that reply, which has not yet been re-
ceived, had been in the nature of a Te-
quest for some evidence that the offer
could be carried out, the Mayor would
doubtless have ‘at once called the com-
mittee together and taken steps to pro-
cure the necessary evidence, We do not
know that it was necessary to wait for
such evidence before asking the Domin-
jon government to ascertain if such a
eorpé would be accepted from the pro-
vince; but even supposing it ought to have
been furnished, the proper course for Mr.
Semlin to have taken was to notify the
persons making the offer to supply him
with some proof that it could be made
good. Instead of this, he has seen fit to
put a deliberate affront upon the people
of the cities referred to. .

We have no desire to cast any imputa-
tion upon the loyalty of the ‘government,
for we ‘do not think any is warranted by
the facts, but we do say that the man-
ner in which the desire of the people of
this province to contribute something di-
rectly to the service of the Empire has
been responded to'by Mr. Semlin and his
colleagues has been ‘the reverse of hearty.
If one were disposed to contend that the
provincial government wish to have all
the credit attaching to an offer of one
hundred mounted men and at the same
time to be relieved of the mnecessity of
making that offer good, it would not be
difficult to make out a good case. There
will be a great deal of feeling in this city
and Vancouver even the manner in which
the government has treated the offers
made by those cities, for the treatment
shows at least a remarkable lack of tact.

i iy W !

“BRED IN OLD KENTUCKY.”

A civil war has been inaugurated in
Kentucky. . The history of the case is
interesting as exhibiting the extremities
to which partizanship will go and of the
dangers to which republican institutions:
are subject.’ At the election in Xen-
tucky 'last November, Taylor, the Re-
publican. nominee for governor, received
a majority of votes “on the face of the
returns.” 'The State Returning Board,
which canvasses the election returns,
declared that its funetions were minis-
terial, not jndicial, and therefore de-
clined to go behind the returns and in-
vestigate the alleged frands. Taylor
was ‘thereupon sworn ‘in and the legis-
lature met in due course. A special
legislative committee was then appointed
to investigate the charges of fraud, such
a committee being provided for in the
statutes of the state. The legislature
being - Democratic by a large majority,
Taylor anticipated an adverse decision
from the committee, and summoned an
armed force of a thousand Republicans
to take charge of the state capitol. The
committee by a vote of 17 to 3 decided
that Taylor's return was void and that
Goebel, the Democratic = nominee, had
been elected governor, and on the day
the decision was given Goebel was shot
down on the capitol steps by an assassin
secreted in the building. As soon as
the committee - made: its -report, Taylor
proclaimed martial law, took forcible
possession  of the capitol and publie
offices, ordered the legislature to ad-
journ, turned the members out of the
‘house, and ordered them to re-assemble
in a distant town, wheré the people are
nearly all Republicans.

Meanwhile Goebel, who - though ‘not
expected+ to recover, is conscious  and
able to transact business, was sworn in
as governor, and he has issued a procla-
mation directing the militia regiments
called out by Taylor to return to their
homes. The majority of both houses of
the legislature have entered a strong
protest against Taylor's action. - As yet
Goebel has taken no . active &téps = to
secure control of thé. capitol and public
offices. There is said to be a division of
senfiment among the soldiers as to what
counrse they ought to take, and the Asso-
ciated Press correspondent on the sceme
says that everything depends:upon the
line of action which the soldiers may
take. If they decide for Taylor, he
will continue to exercise the office, unless
the Democrats resort to violence. ‘This
is a strange commentary indeed upen
the working out.of boasted republican
institutions,

While there are ‘at present no indiea-
tions of any 'mmediate resort to violence,
it is generally conceded that serious
trouble 'is likely ‘to arise at any moment.
The yonnger Democrats are furious and,

sor corporations. + The great ' interésts| Speaker Fotitérwnppimﬁg"_“does not

¥

dies, Lientenant-Governor , Beckham.
The' older and cooler heads deprecate a
resort to violence until everything else
fails, but all agree that the end of the
trouble is not in sight, and before g solu-
tion is reached violence’ and bloodshed;

may prevail,
R e

IMPORTED WORKMEN.

We have looked in the organs of the
Dominion government for any explana-
tion of Mr. Tarte’s action in sending men
out from Quebec to construct a'telegraph
line in this province. There may be sat-
isfactory reasons for giving the manage-
ment of this work to Mr. Charleson.
Into this we do not at present propose to
inquire, but it is not easy to suggest any
ténable explanation for bringing the
workmen out from the Bast. It is not
pretended that any money is saved there-
by, for the wages paid would secure good
nen here and the country would not be
at the expense of bringing péople several
thousand miles by railway. It will not
be pretended by the most extreme apolo-
‘gist of the government that capable men
would not be readily obtained in this
province if it were made known that
they: were wanted.

The Colonist is never inclined to take
a local view of federp*‘ matters, but
there are times when this rule must be
departed from. We shall not now ask
what would be said if a future rainister
of public works should take men frcm
"this province to . perform labor for the
department in Quebee, but confine cur-
selves to what would occur if a brigade
of Mr. Tarte’s friends were sent down

dents of the district.

parliament.

‘Why
meted out to this province?

in Mr. Bostock’s

defence of Mr.
action.
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WHEN AN’ ELECTION COMES.

without = their -host,
that Mr, Semlin will

 the voters.

until a ministry is
bring order out of chaos.

is undoubtedly the
which is

ests - of .the .province as ‘a whole,
mines.

méent  through

hands of the Dominicn. = These and

the hands of Mr. Semlin’s successor,

the ‘province and every class

men now in power.

this matter, because we
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will
follow the many precedents on record,
and regnire Mr. Semlin to give place to
some one else. .- Mr. Semlin has had a
fair trial. From having control of the
house by a substantial majority, he has
come to such a condition that he has
lost control of it absolutely. He knows
this as well as any -one else, He knows
that his tenurerof office depends wholly
upon the will of any one out of eighteen
men.. He can no more claim to possess
the confidence and support of a major-

can, or Mr. Joseph. Martin, or Mr.

talk of swearing in special constables by

ink eo. He seems to b the thotisand {o drive the militia out of
that the pillars of the comstitution will ['the capitol “and install (oebel, "6r if hie| propose.” There s mot 4 single subjéct

into any of the HBastern ‘provinces to
tike employment away from the resi-
There would in
such a case be an uproar of no small
magnitude, and ' the matter would cer-
tainly be ventilated upon the floor of
Such a thing done in any
constituency of © New Brunswick or
Nova Scotia ‘would cost the government
a seat in parliament at the next election.]
The people simply would not stand it.
should different treatment be
‘What has
Mr, Bostock, M. P., or Mr. Maxwell,
M. P., in whose constituencies this trans-
“action is to be perpetrated, to say about
it? When Quebeckers were . brought
out to put up the Dawson telegraph line
we protested, 'but” could not very well
hold any of British Columbia’s repre-
sentatives directly responsible, for the
greater part of this work was done in
the Northwest Territoriés, but in the
present instance the work is to be done
and Mr. Maxwell’s
constituencies, .and  ‘we would really
like to know what they have to say in
arte’s “extraordinary

It is a little premature, we may re-
mind the Times, to discuss what will be
the issues in the next provincial cam-
paign, becauseyif for no other reason, it
{is mot very ‘clear when that campaign
will‘come onj ‘but we' venture to- ussert
that if the government is scheming dur-
ing the present session to devise ways
and means of  catching votes in  the
event of their defeat, they are reckoning
The probability
lead a party as
premier in the event of an appesl to the
people as a result of anything that may
transpire at the present session is ex-
tremely remote.’ “He ‘may not have the
making of the/issues of the next cam-
paign, but they may be laid down by a
new premier, who will doubtless present
a broad and comprehensive platform to
1t is idle to deny that the
political conditions existing in the prov-
ince are not highly unsatisfactory, and
that they will not remain unsatisfactory
installed in office,
which - will make dn honest effort to
‘ Various sub-
jects must be dealt with. One of them
labor question, in
involved the eight;hour law,
the competition of Oriental labor, and
the settlement of disputes between em-
ployers and employed. The duty of the
next premier will be to take this ques-
tion up with a strong hand and settle it
in some way that will meet the ifter-

Another is the rights of aliens in our
Another is provincial- develop-
railway construction.
Another is the assertion of the right of
British Columbia to fair play at the

other subjects will call for treatment at

whoever he may be. When next the
electorate is appealed to it will, we are
confident, be upon a platform which will
command the suppert of all sections of
in the
¢ommunity, and net upon any piece of
political trickery devised by the gentle-

YWe speak with some confidence as to
believe His

ity of the legislature than Mr. Turner

Helmcken, or any one else on the left
of 'the Speaker.. Any one of the gentle-
men on that side of the honse‘may any
day move a resolution that will com-
mand® a  majority vote ' against’ the
goyernment, and the: 'most that Mr

defeated on any vote which he may
of . legislation which Mr. Semlin can
assure the Liegﬁéhang:&oyemor will
command the support of the majority of
the house. He sits in his'seat from day
to day wondering on what yote one of
his supporters, or of those he imagined
were his supporters, will cross the house
and leave him in a minority. He can
only remain in power from day to day
by the refusal of those to whom he looks
for support to surrender their right of
individual judgment and place his re-
tention of office before what they may
regard as the best interests of the
‘provitice in mattess of legislation::  Mr.
Semlin knows;that he camnot command
any such support; He knows that he
is premier by suffrance only, and the
Lieutenant-Governor knows it likewise.
He cannot, therefore, claim any consid-
eration at the hands of His Honor, for
the principle laid down in many state
papers is that the prerogative of dissolu-
tion will never be exercised for the sake
of giving a party in power a chance to
renew their lease of office. Therefore
we feel confident that Mr, Semlin will
never have an opportunity of defining
the issues of a provincial campaign, but
that when the electors are next appealed
to they will be asked to spéak by a new
premier npon a platform that will have
in it lines of policy upon which the
people as a whole will find no difficulty
in uniting,

oot BRSO L
MR. IRVING’S MOTION.

Mr. Irving, M.P.P., proposes to ask the
house tp express its opinion upon the
propriety of the Speaker attending party
caycusses. The resolution, which he has
given notice of, is probably withont pre-
cedent, for the party caucus is’a very re-
cent invention in British countries. Cer-
tainly there is no record in the last cen-
tury where it has been necessary in a
British legislature even indirectly to ar-
raign the Speaker for partizanship. We
are very glad indeed that Mr. Irving has
brought this matter up, and hope to see
the resolution supported by a majority of
the members. Without calling in ques-
tion Mr. Forster’s honesty of purpose, it
may be affirmed that he has shown him-
self to be singularly unfit for the import-
ant position, which he now occupies. His
deficiency is radical and there is very
little use in hoping for a_change for the
better. He cannot help his extreme par-
tizanship any more than he can help
playing the role of martinet in the chair.
Both . characteristics are . innate, and
though they are undoubtedly united to a
great deal of goodness of heart and not a
little ability, it is imperative, so long as
he remains in the Speakership to hold
him in check in every constitutional
way. It is also well to establish a pre-
cedent for the guidance of future Speak-

ers. s
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TEN THOUSAND MEN.

‘The people of Vancouver have passed
a resolution asking the Dominion govern-
ment to offer ten thousand mounted in-
fantry. for service in South Afriea. The
Board of Trade of. this city was hurried-
ly called together last night in response
to a telegram from the Mayor of Van-
couver, and endorsed the resolutions. The
¢itizens will be asked to meet at an early
day and take similar action,

The feeling of those present at the
Board of Trade meeting last night was
that there should be some definite, prae-
tical and unmistakable expression from
the people of Canada as to their readi-
ness to stand by the Empire through thick
and thin. The general opinion was that
the men may never be called for, but that
the Dominion government should ask par-
liament to place it in a position to act if
the emergency arises.

tibttagi—— Ppii———t—

No explanation has yet been given of
the statement made by the Esquimalt
license commissioner that the license act
of last session was a measure discovered
by the present government tucked away
by the last government in a pigeon-hole,
and passed with all its errors.

. St v t————

Now that the government has listened
to the voice of the people and amended
the license law, there may be some rea-
son to hepe ,that the voice of the people
in regard to matters of infinitely:greater
importance will be heeded. Oune of these
is the restoration of the V. V. & E. rail-
way to its status under the legislation of
1898. All the people interested desire to
see a railway from the Coast to the
Boundary builf, and one wjl be forth-
with built if the act of 1898 is restored
so far as it applies to this railway.

P Ealsalile LR

‘The discussion of the amendments to
the license law recalls an incident which
happened in an eastern province. The
courts of quarter sessions in certain coun-
ties had been refusing licenses to all ap-
plicants without assigning any reason. On
appeal to the higher court was held that
the Jlower court could not refuse to grant
licenses in general terms," but must speci-
fy at least some reason in each case. One
court where prohibition idea ran very
high refused every application for a li-
cense on the ground that the applicant
was net a fit and proper person to receive
one. The reason given in each instance
was that the law required the holder of
a license to have a good moral character,

and the justices in quarter sessions

that the fact of a man having»appﬂedh::g
a license was conclusive proof that he
had not such a character, ‘This occurred
Just as it is related. Probably if the
legality of the refusal had been tested it

would not h:
i gt g ave held good, but it was
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Atlin Grievances
Of Americans.

Answer of Provincial Authori-
ties to Petition Following
Exclusion Act.

Held That Issue of Miner’s
Certificate Is No Guar-
antee to Holder.

In reply to the resolution of the house
calling for a return of the report of the
executive council in regard to a petition
addressed to the President of the United
States by certain residents of Atlin, com-
plaining of the recent mining legislation
of this province particularly effecting

that distriet—~this report having been re-
ferred to in the report of the Minister of
Justice of Canada upon the disallowance
of certain other provincial statutes, con-
sists of a single document—a report of
the executive council bearing date of the
6th June last, and reading as follows:

To His Honor the Lientenant-Governor-
in-Council:

The undersigned has had before him
for consideration a communication from
the Lieutenant-Governor dated the 12th
ult.,, wherewith is transmitted copy of &
petition addreseed to the President of the’
United States by certain residents of
Atlin, complaining of recent mining legis-
lation of this province as therein  set
forth.

The undersigned has the honor to re-
port as follows in regard to the petition:

The petition states that four-fifths of
the claims prospected and located belong
to citizens of the United States; thus,
according to the petition itself there is on-
ly one-fifth left for other aliens and our
own citizens. 'This statement is probably
like the other statements in the petition,
grealy exaggerated, but there is sufficient
truth in it to justify (if this proportion
between aliens and. citizens should be
maintained) the stand which the legisla-
ture took to carry out their avowed
policy, the reservation of the provincial
placer mines for British subjects,

The question whether such policy was
in the true interest of the province is one
for the legislature, and the legislature
alone; and the unanimity with which that
body endorsed this policy is sufficient to
show that the government and the leg-
islatare were in complete accord in the
matter. There is no attempt to diserim-
inate between the native-born and the
naturalized citizen, nor to throw any dif-
ficulty whatever in the way of an alien
desiring to become naturalized; all that
is done is to say our placer mines are re-
served for those who are prepared to
acknowledge their obligations as citizens
of the Empire.

Taking up the complaints in the peti-
tion seriatim, we would say any rights
acquired by the petitioners have been pre-
served to them. The legislation com-
plained of specifically exempts all elaims
recorded prior to its passage, and pro-
vides for the unimpeded working of such
claims by the holders although aliens. A
reference to the mining laws will show
that their whole tenor is, as it neces-
sarily must be,-that no right is acquired
until a claim is recorded. As already
stated, all such rights are scrupulously
respected. - It may be well to note this, as
a casual - reader of the petition, un-
acquainted with the facts, might natural-
ly suppose that such claims had been con-
fisgateds - : : e

The government with the sanction of
the legislature had an unquestioned right
to reserve any lands they might think fit
from the prospector and miner. 'They
might have said the crown retains in its
own possession for the present, all mines
and minerals, the property of the crown,
in the northern part of the province—
and no ome will be allowed to prospect
for or appropriate minerals in that sec-
tion. Such a eourse might have been
taken with a view to working these

benefit; or for the purpose of having these
claims in reserve after the mining inter-
est in the other parts of the province had
been more fully developed..

Suppose such a ceurse had been adopt-
ed—that all the miners had been exclud-
ed from the lands in question, the absurd-
ity of the petitioners’ claims—would be
seen at once, and the. absurdity exists
no less although the reserve thus made
has been relaxed so far as citizens are
concerned. The grievance of the peti-
tioners is really mot that they are shut
out, but that others are admitted.

The fifth clause of the petition claims
that the petitioners had acquired vestec
rights by taking out free miners’ certi-
ficates, not only to the rights granted by
such 'certificates at the time, but to Tre-
newal in perpetuity of such rights. To
state this is to refute it. The crown
and the legislature in providing for the
granting fo free miners of the right to
prospect for and appropriate minerals,
could not and did not divest themselves
of the power to amend the terms and
conditions of such certificates  in any
manner that might be deemed expedient.
When recorded claims were exempted
from the operation of the law, ewvery-
thing, as already stated, had been done
that the most extreme advocate of vest-
ed rights could justly claim.

The sixth clause of the petition «com-
plains of alleged losses to the petition-
ers through lack of sufficient facilities for
recording claims. This to some extent
may have been the case, but so far as it
did’ exist was caused by unavoidable eir-
cumstances for which no responsibility at-
taches to the government.

So anxious have the government and
the legislature been to minimize as muc!
as possible any hardship or _injustice
which may have been occusioned through
the sudden rush into the northern coun-
try following on the discovery of rich
diggings there, that an act was passed
at the last session of the legislature pro-
viding for the appointment of a judge of
the Supreme court as a eommissioner,
with full powers to settle all disputes in
that country in accordance with e&ﬂty
and the spirit of the mining acts, without
})elng bound by the strict letter'of the
aw.

The grievance complained of in the
seventh clause of the petition that aliens
cannot obtain work on elaims held by
citizens, has already been removed. By
the legislation of last session the neces-
sity of a laborer in a mine taking out 4
free miner’s ' certificate is done away
with,

The 8th clanse of the petition alleges
great injury to the interests of the eoun-
try through the action of the law com-
plained of. ‘This is, however, purely a
matter for the legislature to judge of,
and is of no concern to outsiders. The
government do not consider the state-
ment true, nor that any present depre-
ciation, even if such exists, is likely to
be lasting.

The 8th clause of the petition alleges
damage to. citizens ‘'of the United States
to:the extent of many millions.  This is
only necessary to-allude to as a good in:

claims by the crown for its own direct|"

stance of the abstrd mis-statemeénts and
emxt erations. of the whale of the docu-
ment.

As already repeatediy stated, the peti-
tioners had acquired no rights which are
in any way affected by the .legislation
complained of,

‘The committee of council concurred in
the above report, which is sigmned by Hon.
C. A. Semlin, as Provincial Secretary,
and recommended that-a copy if approv-
ed, be forwarded to the Secretary of
State, for the information of His Execl-
lency the Governor-General-in-Council.

R
ALEXANDER DUNSMUIR DEAD.

Died in New York Where he Went in
_Search of Health.

A . brief telegram received yesterday
morning contained news of the death on
Wednesday night in New York of Alex-
ander Dunsmuir, second son of th late
Hon. Robert Dunsmuir, and a member of
the firm of R. Dunsmuir & Sons. The
deceascd had been ill for some time and
went east for the benefit of his health.
Last week a dispatch was received stat-
ing that his life was despaired of and his
brother, Mr. James Dunsmuir, M. P. P.
prepared to leave for New York. A sec-
ond dispatch however, stated that he was
better but he suffered a relapse and word
being received of this Mr. Dunsmuir
stafted for the east on Muesday. Alex-
ander Dunsmuir had been a sufferer for
some time and & couple of years ago took
a trip around the world in the hope that
it would benefit his health. He returned
to his home in Oakland, Cal.,, where he
has resided a greater part of the time,
much improved in health.

The deceased was president of the
Esquimalt & Nanaimo railway company,
but deveted his attention more particu-
larly fo the firm’s coal business in Cali-
fornia, where he has resided for a num-
ber of years.. He was born in Nanaimo
on July 16, 1853. His marriage to Mrs.
Josephine Wallake, better known to the
reading public as Juliet Wilbar Tomp-
kins, was recently announced.

It is not yet kmown where the inter-
ment will take place, this probably being
decided upen when Mr. James Dunsmuir
arrives in New York.

Gl N B
THE CARRIER DOVE.

Shall I despair though lest to every friend,

Cast on this lonely isle where wild winds
rend

The granches from the trees, and nightly

old

‘Walpurgis rites. on moor and headland cold,

‘Where stalwart cliffs and dark, abysmal
caves :

Oppose and whelm the onset of the waves,

Where the dull morn looks wan on isle and
sea

Distraught by nature’s furious revelry,

And day’s full beams reveal no welcome
sail, g

Though watchful eyes keep vigil through
the gale? :

Not I; for when our gallant ship distressed

Sought here to find an anchorage, and rest

From storm’s alarms, and haven from its
frown, .

Yet sought in vain, and all on board went
down,

Sunk by a reef{ unknown to seaman’s chart,

That ‘smote her bow and rent her beams
apart,

And I alone was saved of all the rest;

One joy remains, one gift divinely blest,

A swift-winged envoy, granted from above,

'Tis thou, my bright-eyed, beauteous car-
rier dove.

Oft in the field when foes on every hand

Sworn to destroy our small intrepid band,

Marshalled their hosts and, guarding every
height,

Were armed battalions eager for the fight,

When round us raged bell’s fire of shot
and shell,

And War's harsh trumpet sounded our
death-Knell,

| Up - throtugh - the smoke thy wings have
soaved afar, )

Speeding thy course, unerring as a star,

Till answering back the message of our
grief, :

We heard the thunder tread, the Column of
Rellef.

And yonder where the south lands rear
aloft

Their fronted palms in air, and breezes
soft

Sweep gently o’er the: intervening seas,

Outblown from groves of sweetly odorous

trees, ¢

Where ships unfrequent pass, and seldom
wait

To pay thelr tribute at the harbor gate;

There does thy mates’ swift service gain

Its meed of praise, as skimming o’er the
main,

They ceme and go, like weaver’'s. shuttles

¥y 4

Or mystic fluid flashing in the sky, ¥
i

So now I bind my message to thy feet,

My pretty one, and may thy wings be fieet;

May Heaven protect thee, and these pin-

_ long bless, g
Which now I kiss and lovingly caress;

d | Thus, thus I send tiiee to the friends so

dear, :
‘Whose hearts are filled with doubt and
anxious fear; z -
For thou wilt turn to joy their grief and
pain,
And T shall see their faces once again—
Ah; thou'rt gone beyond my straining sight,
And miles are minutes iIm thy homing
flight! :

WELLINGTON JEFFERS DOWLER.
—_— gy
KRUGER’S TEN COMMANDMENTS

I
Thou shalt have no other president but
me,
II, g -
Thou shalt not take' unto thyself any
Britisher; not on. my lamds, or under my
londs, or by the waters above. I am a
jealous man, but they hate me; and I
shall show no mercy umto the thousands
that surround me, and not keep my com-
mand.
g 0 S
Thou shalt not take the name of Oom Paul

h Kruger in vain; for T am a jealous and

upright man.
Iv. .

Remember ‘to keep open the Sabbath
day, by going te chureh; and take thy Bible
with theé—even though thou doest all man-
ner of work after—thouy' thy som, thy
daughter nor thy Kaffir.' Lord’ help a
Britisher bhanging around my gates; for
this is my country, and I harrowed it.

Honor Oom Papl Kruger, pay your taxes
and see. that the Britisher pays his, that
'thy days may*be long upon the Transvaal,
that I giveth thee.

VI,

Thou shalt do no murder—to thine own
people—but if a Britisher cross thy path,
take yonr little bible in one -band, your
sword in the other.

VIIL

Thou-shalt not commit thyself by any  de-
gree of malice or hatred—only when you
show the white rag.

VIIX

Thou shalt not steal—amongst thine own
peaple—but when strangers eome within owr
borders take all you can, for my sake and
the government's.

‘Thou shalt bear tal.se witness against
thy neéighbor.

<. ;
Thou shalt covet thy nelghbor’s house,
also ‘'his land, his mines, his ox,'or his ass—
or anything if be Is a Brmaher.‘ g

mese—r————
(From Sunday’s Daily E

The Provincia
House of

Makeshift Political i
Ready to Collapse at
of Discuntent,

Premier’s ‘Gross Alfron
triotic Citizens—A B
Backer’s Profit.

The parliamentary week jus{
witnessed the beginning of the
as the Semlin-Cotton govern
cerned. It may continue t
grace of its supporters for a
longer, but the time is bound
the near future when some o
will feel himself aggrieved (I

what about) and take advan{
seapon that he finds ready
for the overthrow of the gover
Prentice has already emph
completeness of the farce i
popular government has degq
this province, and Premier
the new title he has receive
quence at the hands of his b
liamentarians.
* %

Agide from the demonstrat]
utter helplessness of the gov{
control the house, the just-¢
has been chiefly notable for f
reference to British Columbia
readiness to do its share in fi
battles of the Empire, and tH
apathy or indifference of the
and Provincial governments o
subjeet. Premier Semlin has
ed to energentically insist up
eral ministers putting their acq
British Columbia’s contingent
ed scouts in definite terms; he
no steps (as advised by Col.
wards organization or carryi
the offer made by resolution of
and he has even gone so far
cline to transmit the offers ¢
and Vancouver cities to furnish
suitable civic contingents s
to the provincial force, with a
insult to the two chief cities
vinee in questioning their abili
out their patriotic proposals i
their acceptance.

* i

The important legislation of
is largely -contained in the b
amendment of the Liquor Lig
upon which the opposition may
join in the chorus of “we told
It is a plain and ungualified
edgement of the errors commit
amending bill of last session
carried by sheer force of numb
fiance of the well-grounded ob
the opposition. The oppositi
time condemned the undue has
ed, and pointed out the unwise|
of 'a majority. of the innovati
governnient now admit these
proved in practice all that t
tion had predicted, and the n|
largely for the purpose of sef]
aside.

* * %

The Coal Mines Regulation b
having passed its second readi
of eourse be regarded in the Jj
complished legislation, nor is ‘il
become such without material
The true purport of this meag
parently becoming well underst
public—that..while ostensibly. d|
excinde Orientals from underg]
ployment in collieries, it is to sf
ly devised to enable the New
Coal Company (the reputed b
quite a number of the governy
ers) to secure an undue advar
their business rivals, the Duns
latter employing a number o
workers underground, while
Co.’s Orientals are engaged
surface.

L

Of course the game law h
annual mutilation—being crow
with such absurdities as tha
shall shoot a male elk until h
fully counted the points on th
horns and satisfied himself tha
more than twelve—also that a
ing such a trophy in possession
than twelve points) may be
and punished by fine or imgy
altheugh the trophy may ha
his hall or library for a gen
more,

* s s

A novel proposition is contai
McBride’s bill to amend the
Blections Act, now listed f
reading. It is to permit of th
tion of an automatic voting
combining the principles of th
ister and the nickel-in-the-slot
practical advantages were in
by a committee of the house
and very favorably reported

* 8 =

Mr. - Kellie's “freak” bill
that no person wearing hair
8ix inches in length on the
be eligible for employment i
of this province—has passed if]

_ ing, but ‘will probably be d

of order at its next appear
volving unwarrantable interfi
bersonal liberty of action. I
identical, with the famous

of years ago, to exclude CH
railway ' works, only that

bill made the maximum len
four inches. It Jvas gisallo

Mr. J. M. Martin on Frids
to the legislature a petition e
eight-hour daw from 350 lead
of Greenwood, the first six
those of aldermen: Messrs. §
nerman, Cropley, Saullivan,
Galloway—followed by thosd

W, the leading merchant
L&W_. the leading merchant; }
barrister, . a score of -mi
and many prospectors and m|
well as working ‘miners.

* ® =

Mr. Higgins has plainly st{
special intimation (Ft ans)" g
in the New Westminster asy
insane has'induced him to a
select committee of inquiry
gating the condition‘ of‘ that

A petition has been received
the retention'of the eight-hou
entirety, from the Moyie, ¥
nay, Miners’ Union, represen
sident M. L. Hollister and 8
R. Hocking, together with
men and reaident‘s o.t that ta

L 3

Another session of Mr. R4
special committee investigatin
ances of settlers in the Isl
belt, and to arrange for th
Of these grievances, was
Maplé room yeste:rdny moruj

* %

The private bills committee
tended session Friday night

' the Vancouver City chart
““”‘ »vr ity arter




