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ABOCT THE POTLATCE.

A Chief Writes Feelingly in Its De-
fence—Alleged Indian Letter
Repudiated.

Fort Ruperts Now Having a Big
Dance Send Petition to the
Government.

The following self-explanatory letter
has been received by the Covronist, and
like the commuaication with which it
deals, is printed for what it pugports to
be—an Indian composition on a mattex
of absorbing interest to the natives of
the coast:

“‘BIG POTLATCH AT FORT RUPERT, B. C.
(Special to the CoLon1sT)

“ Henry J. Buler ungrounded Mr.
Alfred J. Hall’s perfidious narrative de-
forming the character of the potlatch
which appeared on the 3rd day of Janu-
ary, 1898. The composition sent to the
editor of the CoLoNisT from Albert Bay.
Mr. Alfred J. Hall of that place states
that the Indians at Alert bay held a
meeting to discuss the potlatch and re-
quested him to send their composition
to the editor for publication, and he
vouches for its authenticity as a purely
Indian composition, and as soon as it
::aches ll:e:le: an :nveatig:ltion was made

see whether it was truly composed b
the Indians or not:.y Thepoi;vistiy-
gators assembled the Indians at
Alert bay, which were about
four hundred. Mr. Alfred J. Hall
was at the assembling. The investiga-
tor asked the aadience if they did met
to discuss the potlatch, but they all
ignored Mr. Alfred J. Hall’s imaginary
statement, and he did not mention
who are the Indians requested
him fo send the supposed In-
dian composition to the CoLoxist. He
said the newepaper man put his name in
it, and thé assemblage came to con-
clusion with the putting up of many
hands in token of favoritism of the pot-
latch. Mr. Alfred J. Hall likewise put
up his hand whether it was for favor or
otherwise no one knows. The public
must anderstand that the composition in
which the writer of this article relating
is supposed to be composed by the In-
dians proven to be utterly groundless,
and the public must also know that this
Mr. Alfred J. Hall is the same Reverend
Alfred J. Hall who was sent out here to
teach the Indians that ** A lying lips are
abomination to the Lord.”” "The writer
found out the individuals who“met to
discuss the potlatch were the handful cf
half-breeds called themselves Church
Army. The writer is going to
answer every subject they mention
in their deformation of the potlatch.

** Their first subject is the woman go
{rom home to make money in immoral-
ity. Answer—Wonder if Mr. Hall ever

/told them of the famous Whitechapel in
{ London, where the potlatch is never
¢ dreamt of? Their second subject is that
/ they sell their daughters in the age of
* 12. Answer—The writer never saw one
yet marry at the age of 14. Third sub-
ject is that they hate each other, they
nk they kill one another by witch-
Oai ) , Abel, his brother,
nd slew him although he never tried to
get above his brother in potlatech ranks.
Children never ran away from parents,
the Indians love each other, they feed
strangers without charges.

‘¢ 4th subject is, a man after giving a
potlatch sits down his children without
food and clothes as he has giving away
everything and he borrowed half of it,
and another thing is when they are mad
with one another they will break canoes,
etc., the potlatch is one fight and quar-
reling. Answer—The writer gave three
potlatches last year and is about to give
one in a few days. He paid 450 blankets
for his wife, and have plenty to eat and
clothes,, The Church Army once were in-
the potlatch and did borrowed blankets,
ete., from the Indians. which they de-
«cline to %:ly back. They fulfilled the
word of God unto Moses, when leaving
Egypt; now in the earsof the
people and let every man borrow of his
neighbor and every woman of her
neighbor jewels of silver and jewels
of gold. They will also break
thin'fn when they get mad

¢ Their last subject is the hamatsa or
medicine man living on dead body when
in the woods; answer—a hamatsa is not
medicine man, and never lived on no
dead body (wonder if the public believed
such statement.) A hamatsa suppose to
stay into the woods naked and live on
nothing for six months. One of the.
hamatsa’s told the writer to give a short
sketch of his dead body eating on one
oceasion. He and other boys went to
Mr. 8. A, Spencer of the A. B. C. Co. to
gave them cne of his goats which was
on some island, and aecording as they
wished Mr, Spencer gave them permit,
and a young hamatea name Moon did eat
that dead body, and it looked natural to
the audience. As all the winter dances
are all of imagination nothing real about
it but l‘:x ontaideln itt may lggk real, and

etimes ple get up such narratives
;g:tirod thge:nblic, which were only for
grudged againet the Indiane by those
whoiwants to run things as they deem

right. -

%t ThHe Fort Ruperts having a biz

dan ‘present and plenty of hamatsa
ﬁo:e of them carry any dead

body yet. Indians more law-abid-

i W g ho giving up potlateh.
fn‘s'}:':d l:t ﬁuﬁic read ﬁm; lsln:t.iclcg care-
VA ‘them see ere is an
d?fmma‘ , the Church Army ang
the potlatch army,, They done those
things which théy ought not done as

do oqrh;mly

SR
e

%‘oﬂ for liying, , Snch,

28.5asmaed am\’ﬁlof; the: Font:
npert he is stone: y su;

by the potlateh. Ifitiwersreaily
tion t» our li d it up long

never stole #hything from our Christian
friend to give a potlatch. We rle;xect
the law, and everythiog in our ian
country is in your hande (government),
and let-us have this only one thing—our
jeyous potlatch.

‘ The writer is a successar to his chief
grandfather and uncle, and he knows all
the details of the Indian customs, and
been algo a student in the Alert Bay mis-
gion and knows all about it, and is the
son of the late A. Buler, one of the pio-
neers of Victoria. Every word of my
statement are of reality.

HEeNrY J. BULER.

O’HIGGINS AND THE “0’HIGGINS.”

Circumstances Rendering It Most Appropri-
ate That This Chilian Warship Should
. Fight the Spaniards.

In reference to the naming of the
world-famous Chilian battleship O’Hig-
gine, said to have been purcgued on
Saturday by the United States, Mr. M.
P. Morris, consul-general for Chili in
Canada, writes the CoronisT that al-
though the original O’Higgins was an
Irishman, he was none the less the
liberator of Chili from the Spanish yoke.
Chili became independent in 1810, and
ever since that memorable year the name
of Bernardo O’Higgine has been hon-
ored above all other in the South Ameri-
can republic.

Chili has erected to O’Higgins an im-
posing statue; a Chilian provinece is
called O’Higgins; and one of .the best
warships of the republic has always been
O’Higgins. The present bearer of the
name in the navy is the finest ship fly-
ing the Chilian eolors, a vessel of 8,500
tons displacement. Taking into con-
sideration the history of Bernardo
O’Higgins, it is perhaps peculiarly a
propriate that the O'Higgins should'&
chosen by the United States to send shot
and shell into the strongholds of Spain
slﬁmld war talk calminate in actual hos-
tilities.

DEDICATED THE NEW QUARTERS.

Members of the Y. W. C. A, Take Possession
of the More Commodious Premises.

A formal opening of the new quarters
of the Young Women’s Christian As-
sociation on Rae street, was held yester-
day afternoon, where a large number of
people visited the institution and
evin an encouraging interest in its
workings.

The proceedings were opened by
Bishop Cridge, who dedicated the insti-
tation with prayer. The secretary then
submitted a report in which was con-
tained a review of the work of tha as-
sociation from the date of its organiza-
tion, October 13, 1893, when the mem-
bership was sixteen, up to the present
time, when there are 125 active and
eighteen honorary members on the roll.

Rev, Mr, Betts delivered a short ad-
dress in which he outlined the work of
the association and commented on the
worthiness of its object. Bishop Perrin
spoke on the spiritnal part of the work,
and the Rev. P. 0. L. Harris sang a
solo. Before leaving, the visitors were
shown through the building and mdny
expreseed their admiration at the mod-:1
manner in which it is conducted.

There are still a few rooms which have
not been furnished and to this fact the
ladies in charge wish to call the atten-
tion of charitable disposed persons.

STILL THEY 60.

t Aan‘ofslcjdemVéOpmungmthe

City.

It would seem that there is some
truth in the rumor published in the
OoLoxn1sT about a week ago to the effect
that an organized gang of bicycle thieves
were operating in the city. It was sug-
gested that a number of missing wheels
had been carried O&6ff the island
in a sloop which was said to have
been seen at anchor in Cadboro Bay.
Whether this is so or not, it is made
evident by the fact that the police can
get no trace of any of them, that they
are being })ut out of the way in some
mysterious fashion.

Since this report half a dozen more
bicycles have disappeared beyond any
trace of recovery. The son of Magis-
trate Macrae is one of the latest loosers,
and Blanck’s bicycle livery has also suf-
fered aloss.

Owners of bicycles are becoming
alarmed over the intelligence that they
cannot with safety leave their machines
unguarded foreven a few minutes on
the street. They are also becoming in-
censed and a vigilance committe has
been spoken of. Should one of the
thieves be caught he will undoubtedly
be made a striking example for others
of his class.

MEN OF EXPERIENCE.

Veteran Miners of Colorado Outfit Here for
the Golden North.

A gold hunting party composed of C.

8. Watson, Geo. Roe, E. M. Arthur, J.
H. Wilbur and E. K. Watson, all from
the San Juan districtin the southwestern
part of Colorado, arrived in the city yes-
terday morning, and are outfitting here
for their triptothe North. Mr. Watson,
who is the head of the party, says his
men have all had from fifteen to twenty
year’s experience in quartz and placer
mining. They believe they know just
what kind of an outfit is required for the
trip they have undertaken, and although
they spent considerable time looking
around in Portland and Seattle they
were not induced to buy there.
- Asked if there promised to be a large
exodus of people from Colorado to the
Klondike this year, Mr. Watson said
that quite a number of people might be
expected along this way in a very short
time. The newspapers there were de-
crying the North country, and trying to
convince the people that they had just
as much wea!th in their mines at home,
but most of the readers failed to see it in
that light. Mr. Watson spent all yes-
terday morning- looking through "the
outfitting establishments of the city, and
in the afternoon was busy writing to
friends at home whom he believed were
soon to follow him.

The party leave here in a few days,
and will go in by the Stikine route.
They intend to prospect on the Pelly
river. George Roe; of the party, was
until lately superintendent of the Camp
Bird mine at QOuray; Colonel and J. H.
Wilbur is known from one end of Colo-

.rado to the other as ‘‘ Happy Jack.”

How to Keep Well.
Without regular action of the bowels

-' health is impossible. Laxa-Liver

jgulate the bowels, cure constipat-
ion, d¥sgepsia, biliousness, sick headache,
nd &1} aff ons of the organs and digest-
icn, o8 25¢. Hl druggists. J

A8 vracs havid [ tesll oo

ings Yeswe givesway.our owmthings,

THE FAMOUS EGG MAN,

Mr. La Mont of St. Louis Visits Vie-
toria to Establish a
Business.

A Talk With the Man Who Solved
the Problem of Preserv-
ing Eggs.

Mr. C. Fred. La Mont, inventor and
manufacturer of the famous crystallized
egg, 8o much handled in the Klondike
trade,is in the city a guest at the Driard.
He is alive to the fact that a great
amount of the Klondike trade is being

done in Victoria and his mission here is
to extend his business. Victoria is to be

made a headquarters for the sale and
distribution of crystallized egzs in the
province and Northwest. Offices have
been secured over Salmon’s tobacco
store at the corner of Yates and Govern-
ment streets, where Mr. F. 8. Timber
lake, who has been appointed Canadian
agent,will hereafter hold forth. Itis his
intention to give within a short space
of time exhibitions of cooking with crya-
tallized agfs ow windows of
stores on all the principal tnoroughfares
will be occupied for the purpose,
and a variety of delicacies will be pre-

within the view of the passer-by.

'he multitudes will be invited to step
in at the different places and sample the
cakes, omelettes, custards, etc.

Mr. La Mont was seen by a CoLoNIsT
reporter last evening, and asked for the
story of how he came to discover the art
which is proving such a boon to the gold
hunter in the cold North.

¢ Crystallizing, as you may know,’’ he
said, ‘* is not new. It has been in use
in many of the principal bakery shops
throughout the United States for years
back. It is not always used by the
baker, because there are times of the
vear when he can buy the eggs in the
shell cheaper. When this is the case,
he simply puts his crystalized egg
which he keeps in a barrel, to one
side in the same manner as he would
flour and holds it over till it is more
profitable to use it.”

“The Klondike rush has increased
youg bueiness to a considerable extent,
has¥ not? ’’ asked the reporter.

¢ It has,” was the reply. *‘‘Justnow
we are paying particular attention to
the Klondike trade. While the output
of our factory before the goid rush com-
menced was equal to about 15,000 dozen
eggs per day it now runstonearly double
that amount,”

** Do you claim for your preparation
that it is just as good as the fresh egg in
theshell ?”’

““There is no longer any doubt
of that point. All  the pa-
triment of the egg is pre-
served in the process as an analysis will
show, and more than that I will chal-
lenge anyone to detect the difference in
taste between the crystallized egg when
cooked and the shell egg; but as we are
going to give the people of youar city a
ehance to sample the preparation
when cooked alone 4nd with other mix-
tures they will, I am satisfied, be con-
vinced without any further argument.’”’

The discoveries which led to the per-
fection of Mr. La Mont’s preparation
were not by any means accidental. They
were the result of many experiments
made by himself and others, and of ygars
of earnest applicatien to the work. It
rather seems that Mr. La Mont was born
to solve the problem of preserving eggs.
Before his appearance was made in the
business, large amounts of money and
many years of time had been unsuc-
cessfully appplied to the task, Mr.
La Mont’s father, with others, spent
half a million dollars in attempt-
ing to preserve eggs by evapor-
ation and failed. It was when he was
yet but a boy and assisting his father
with his experiments that he conceived
his first idea of the process which
ie now an - undisputed. success.
He went to work with all the determina-
tion of youth, and after about fifteen
years he was able to give to the world a
preparation which some of its most
scientific men had been unable to pro-
duce and which governments were en-
couraging as a necessity.

The work of manufacturing the im-
proved crystallized egg is of a most inter-
esting nature. A fleet of barges nine
months out of the year is kept on the
rivers in the south of the United States
gathering up eggs. These arrive at the
factory and discharge their cargo. Every
egg is handled singly and is passed
before a candle to ascertain its grade
before being broken. If it is perfectly
fresh, the shell is broken by hand, the
contents go into the vat, out of which
the crystallization is commenced. If the
egg is not exactly fresh it goes into a vat,
out of which an oil which tanners useon
leather is manufactured. If it is de-
cayed it 8 into another vat, out of
which a lubricating oil is made. Mr.
LaMont says that this oil i« the same
stuff exactly as is being sold in Russia
for healing purposes, and which has
been adverticed as a great secret dis-
covery. The factory employs 300 hands,
and uses op about 360,000 eggs per day.
Since he has commenced the manu-
facture of the preparation now on the
market, Mr. La Mont asserts that there
has not been a single case where it
proved unsatisfactory.

BETURNED THIS MORNING.

The “Tees” Arrives But Brings No Bad
Reports of Northern Conditions.

No ships are in distress, no alarming
health conditions prevail at Skagway,
and the weather has been clear and fine.
Such is the best news brought by the
C.P.N. Tees, Capt.Grosse,which returned
from the North at an early hour this
morning. The ship Prussia reported a
wreck in Wrangel Narrows by previous
steamers was nowhere to be seen on the
Tees’ trip, and the conclusion arrived at
by the crew is that she is off and was
passed somewhere on the home run, ae
a vessel had been noticed. The lost
Canada is rapidly breaking up, how-
ever, and will soon be s
complete wreck. It was on. Tuesday
morning last that the Tees left Skagway,
and the day previously the City of Seat-
tle arrived with mearly 600 passengers.
Nearly all of these had tickets ior that
port, but alarmed in case of an
epidemic—unjustifiably so think the
crew  of the . Tees — onl 38
debarked, the others all coming gack as

far as Dyea and there landing. The

officers of the Tees say they had heard
of but four deaths at Skagway. It is
a place, they say, where colds are easily
got, but where no epidemic pre-
vails, The Teea brought no Daw-
soniane and no - ome from over
the trails. From elsewhere the passen-
gers numbered twelve, the greater num-
ber of these being from British Colum-
bia northern ports. The steamer called
at Skidegate on her way South, and
picked up a quantity of oil as freight.
The Hueneme, the vessel of many re-
cent troubles, was passed near Skagway
bound south and in the same vicinity
bound north ‘the A Wolcott, Resolute
Navarro, and a steamer with a scow in
tow was met. The Lonise was met this
side of Wrangel, after having been wind
bound, and many other of the northern
fleet were seen still further south.
Among the arrivals by the Tees was
Engineer Carter, of the'C.P.N., who had
been up to Wrangel.

KILLED BY HIS COUSIN.

Basil James the Latest Victim of Firearms
Carelessly Handled—A Verdict -
of Accident.

There is- wailing amoung the Indian
residents of Cowichan, and pa-ticularly
on the Comiaken reservation, Basil
James, one of the most popular mem-
bers of the tribe being dead, and his little
cousin being almost crazed with grief,
she having been the cause of his un-
timely demise. The tragedy, of which
James was the victim, was enacted on
Friday last, the cousin, a young girl of
the tribe, having picked up the young
man’s rifle carelessly, with the result
that it was discharged and the owner
fell dead. An inquest was held on
Saturday by Coroner H. O. Wellburn,
when after the hearing of considerable
evidence, a verdict of ‘*accidental death
was returned.”

i

HE HAD A PRESENTIMENT.

Ex-Champion Corbett Knew I'hat He Would
Be Ill When He Came to Visit
Victoria,

Ex-champion James J. Corbett has
added another to the list of his varied
accomplishments. Besides being a boxer
of renown, a passable actor, and a walk-
ing advertisement of ** Vigeral,’”’ he has
developed remarkable clairvoyant pow-
ers. As yet he has not proclaimed him-
self the seventh son of a seventh son and
announced himself ready to peer into
the future for the unwashed rabble at so
much a peer, but he has given practical
demonstration of his new accomplish-
nlxent, of which Victorians are the vic-
tims.

Corbett, it may be noted, was to have
played at the Victoria last night, in his
latest anccess, ‘‘ The Naval Cadet.”” He
did not play—and therein is the story.

Manager Jamieson had no intima-
tion that there would be a
cancellation until late on Sunday
night, when he received a personal tele-
gram from Fitzeimmons’ victim explain-
ing that he had been so ill that he could
barely get through the Sunday night
performance in Seattle, and positively
could not keep his dates for Victoriaand
Vancouver. The booking for both had
been above the average, and Manager
Jamieson accordingly loses three or four
hundred dollars, besides the hundred or
two expended in the preliminary ar-
rangements in advertising, etc., both
here and on the Mainland.

Of course Mr. Corbett could not tell
that he would be so unlucky as to take
sick at a certain day had he not been
something of a reader of the occult him-
gelf. This can be the only explanation
of the fact that while Manager Jamie-
son was spending his good money in ad-
vertising his show, according to contract,
Corbett was telling the members of the
company over in Seattle that he did not
intend to play British Columbia. That
he did not convey the information to
the house manager was a lamentable
example of absent-mindedness. Per-
baps the circumstance that he has been
especially lucky in playing the races of
late may have had something to do with
his regrettable attack.

B A S TN

THE case of Pierre vs. Western Assur-
ance Company, a euit arising out of dis-
puted payment of a policy, which was to
have bgen tried by jury in the Sapreme
court terday morning, has been ad-
journéd until next Monday.

Terders are being invited by the de-
partment of marine for the erection of a
wooden lighthouse and fog bell tower on
Prospect point, at the entrance to Van-
couver harbor. The tenders must be in
by the 9th of April and plans and speci-
fications of the work to be done are to
be seen at the local office of the agent of
the department. Notice has been given
the marine department that California
rock buoy, Favorite reef buoy, Pound-
stone reef buoy, and Vanderbilt reef
buoy, as also several buoys in Peril
straits, are missing.

The passengers on the C.P.N. steamer
Princees Louise on her recently com-
pleted trip to Wrangel had the good luck
to fall into the care of those thoroughly
experienced and tireless steamboatmen,
Puarser Leigh and Steward Brown. What
these passengers thought of their treat-
ment may be gathered from the fact that
before leaving the steamer at their des-
tination they insisted on drawing upand
presenting, with the signatures of all
attached, the following testimonial:
‘““We, the undersigned passengers on
board the steamer Princess Louise, beg
through the. columns of your paper,
knowing it will reach many of our friends
and others contemplating a journey
north, to thank Mr. Brown, the steward,
and his assistants, and Mr. Leigh, pur-
ser, for their kind and courteous treat-
ment during our voyage on the above
vessel to this port.”’

NELSON MURDEER TRIAL.

The Kuskanook Casec Before Assize Court,
Judge Irving Presiding. :

. NELson, March 21.—(Special)—The as-
sizes opened here to-day, Justice Irving
presiding. His Lordship in opening the
court congratulated the jury on there being
a light criminal docket the only serious
case being one of murder against Doyle
alias Sullivan. He then recited the cir-
cumstance of the murder, which took place
at Kuskanook on the night of February 13,
as brought out at the preliminary trial.
The onus of %roving that the Killing was in
self defence, he pointed out, rests with the
risoner. The Grand Jury returned a true

l, and in the afternoon the court a
pointed Mr.J. A. Aikman to defend the
prisoner, and gave an adjournment until
to-morrow. . A. Macdonald, Q.C., and
A. M. Johnston appear for the Crown.
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GOLD IN THE DESERT.

Prospectors .on the Upper Stewart
Make a Startling. Dis-
covery. *

Rich Placers on the Big Salmon
Canse a Stampede
Thither.

Murder and Disease on the Trail—
Latest News of the
North.

Two hundred miles up the Siewart
river, in what is known as the great
desert, the skeletons of a man and a dog
have been found, and not far from them
a nugget of pure gold weighing a trifle
over nine ounces, with several smaller
lumps of yellow metal that are them-
selves quite enough to create a stampede.
Where the treasure came from is as yet
one of the many mysteries inseparable
from the making of history in the north
—as much a mystery as the identity of
the unfortunate prospector who appar-
ently perished in the wilderness while
on his way out to proclaim his good
fortune.

The skeleton, according tv Henry
Wilkinson, who brought the newe to the
mouth of the river, might have lain
where discovered, on the upper bank of
the river. for two years or more, so there
is little hope of ascertaining the name
and story of the dead man. Wilkinson’s
companions hope to. be more successful
in establishing the location of the ground
from which the gold was taken. They
take their gruesome discovery as point-
ing indisputable to the fact that there is
auriferous territory beyond the desert,
and although running dangerously short
of supplies, they are pressing forward
into this unknown land, the sight of the
skeleton’s gold having given them fresh
courage.

They bad started up the river on a
proepecting trip in Augnst last, and had
just about concluded there was nothing
in the country but starvation when they
made their ghastly but electrifying find,
the last fifty miles of their journey to
this point having been through inter-
minable stretches of brown rock,
shunned by birds and wild beasts, un-
broken by any vegetation, and re-
sembling nothing so much as the Da-
kota bad lands, according to Wilkin-
son’s account—he being a Fargo man
himeelf. He was as bent as the others
upon continuing, after they had given
the skeleton decent burial, but failing
health deterred him, and it was agreed
that he should come out for fresh sup-
plies, retaining an interest in the expe-
dition.
twenty have already started from the
settlement at the river mouth.

The story told above is not the only
important piece of northern intelligence
received by the arrival of the Farallon,
Captain John Roberts, from the North
last evening. Her captain and passen-
gers also confirm the reports of rich
glu:pr ground, bei

which
Lake

rock is equal to anything in the Klon-
being recorded, although Mr. Worth, of

thefortune to be made there. Heknows
so frequently as to be thought nothing
extraordinary.

Captain Roberts does not corroborate
the reports of the diegruntled Alice
Blanchard passengers, ag to the aban-
donment of that veesel’s Copper river
expedition.

and he had heard nothing in the north
to lead him to suppose that she would

before the Farallon sailed south—on the

in accordance with instructions received
from Washington, and three San Fran-
ciscans had been arrested at Dyea in
connection with the murder of Sam
Roberte, the faro dealer shot dead on
Saturday week., One of the trio, Cor-
bett by name, received a bullet in the
shoulder while resisting arrest.

‘“We had fine weather the whole
trip,”” eays Captain Roberts, *‘and
found little sickness in Skagway. Peo-

Lake Lindeman in two daye.

at any time.
ing the town.

stocks.”” *

guests of the company; G. Schwinn, of

the West Publishing Co., San Francisco,
who has been on a trip to Lindeman.

Mr. Faircloth left that
a little over a week

trail.

Bennett.

Salmon river.

one of the disputants, Frank Clements,
from Oregon, being the victim, and Got-
lieb Schneider being arrest for the crime.

““This,” eaid Mr. Faircloth, ‘‘seems
to be abont the— only kind of
trouble that ever happens on the

Pl trail. No man is in any danger who at-

tends to his own business and refrains
from quarreling with his own partner.

¢ Sheep’s Camp,’’ continued Mr. Fair-
cloth,” is a grand sight just at present,

especially when viewed from a hill top

P R S B 1

The supplies with a party of

struck on the Big
almon, 280 miles from Skagway, to

int hundreds are hurrying fron
indeman and ‘the other camps
along the trail. It is eaid that in rich-
ness and in extent the Big Salmon bed-

17th—all the breweries in Alaska had | directors ex C
been closed down for anindefinite period, | the opening of new branches is an ex-

ple are going over the trail from there to
If the
weather continues as warm as it was
when we were there, the old trail is apt
to break up soon, but there will be no
trouble in getting over the wagon road
Business is good and all
the sure-thing gamblers are accepting
the situation philosophically and vacat-
( Our paseengers were
mostly Skagway and Juneau merchants
who have come down to replenish their

The steamer Centennial also arrived
from the North yesterday, making port
in the morning, with a passenger list of
five, Mesers. Emerson and McLaren,

Skagway ; Jas. Cummings, of Dyea ; and
Frank Faircloth, assistant manager of

point
ago and |opinion as to the future prospects of
reached Dyea by the Chilecoot
He says that there are not many
people at Lindeman, the few who have
reached there this year pressing un to
Before leaving news had
reached there of a rich strike on the Big
Everything on the trail
was very orderly, the only disturbance
of any kind whicl he heard about being
a quarrel between two partners at Sheep
Camp, which resulted in the shooting of

at night. It looks like a large military
camp in the time of active service. It is
a very b lace, too, and boarding
houses are being rushed up at a rapid
rate.”

Asked if he saw much sickness or death
on the trail, Mr. Faircloth eaid that
there were a few deaths from
ppeumonia and spinal meningitis—not
80 many as reported but still enough to
make matters look sericus. He knew of
several people who had become dis-
heartened with thie aspect of the gitua-
tion and turned back. The trail west of
Lindeman he said was in bad shape and
dogs were no longer of any service. The
dead horses were already beginning to
stink and this objection was made worse
by the large number of dogs that had
been turned loose feeding upon the car-
casees.

Captain Thompson of the Centennial,
had nothing to report except that his
trip had been an exceptionally smooth
one and that the weather was delightful
most of the time. Business seemed to
be brisk at Skagway, but there was no
noticeable disorder. Gambling was ga-
"ing on but it was pretty well regulated.

BANK OF B.N.A.

Proceedings and Balance Sheet Presented
at the Sixty-Second Annual
Meeting.

(From the Canadian Gazette, March 8).

The eixty-second annual meeting of
the proprietors of the Bank of British
North America was held at the offices of
the Corporation, 3 Clement’s Lane, Lom-
bard street, on Tuesday, Mr. R. H. Glyn
presiding. The whole of the directors—
Messrs. J. H. Brodie, J. J. Cater, Gas-
pard Farrer, R. H. Glyn, E. A, Hoare,
H. J. B. Kendall, J. J. Kingsford, F.
Lubbock and G. D. Whatman—were
present. The gecretary (Mr. A, G. Wal-
lis) having read the notice convening the
meeting, the report and statement of
accounts were taken as read.

The chairman eaid: You will observe
that considerable progrees has been made
by the company during the past six
months, the total balance having been
£5,129,962 123, 7d., as against £4,884,-
917 in the previous half year. You will
find that there has been an increase in
almost every item. The deposits and
current accounts amount to £2,310,-
148 58. 4d., as compared with £2,119,-
039. The notes in circulation have in-
creased from £245,000 to £253,101, which
is a considerable increase upon the year
ending December, 1896, when theamount
was £211,466. Bills payable and other
liabilities stand at £1,242,220 10s., as
compared with £1,202,604. Turning
to the other side of the accounts, you
will find that we have by cash and specie
at bankers’ and in hand and at call and
on short notice £917,401 1s. 2d., as com-
pared with £682,785, That is a large
amount of cesh, but it depends upon the
day on which you make up your ac-
counts. As to investments, we have our
consols, £150,000 at 90 still. Other se-
curities have been reduced. They are
temporary investments and vary from
time to time. The bills receivable, loans
on security, and other accounts show an
increase, being £3,924,415' 133. as com-
pared with $3,875,446. The profit for the
half-year after deducting current charges
and providing for bad and doutful debts
amounts to £39,435 6s. 4d. We have
transferred to the officers’ widows and
orphans fund £374 19a., and to the offi-
cers’ life inllll‘lﬁ:::‘ fnndhisiissch 78. 52}.,
and these are ers W . Aave al-
v'n"yl'%éen cordially approved byltlgo pro-
prietors. (Hear, hear.) The profits for
the half-year show some progress, as
they are £31,000 odd, as compared with
£28,000 odd in the previous year, and
£21,000 odd for the half-year ending De-

dike country, pans of $40 and even $50 | cember, 1896.° Out of it we propose to

declare a dividend of 26s. per share iree

Skagway, who tells of these, cannot|of income tax, which is equal to 5
vouch for the truth of these reports. He | cent. per annum. A
himself has sent three men into the new | £10,000 to vhe reserve fund, which doubt-
treasure ground, and hoped to share in |less the shareholders will approve of—

r
We have aleo adggd

(hear, hear)—and that leaves a balance of

of pans of from $1.50 to $3 being secured | £3,726 odd to carry forward. On the whole

I think you will agree that the balance
sheet shows an improvement on last
half-year, and that the business has
been satisfactory inasmuch as we have
made more money, and we have also
been fortuunate in having very few bad

The Blanchard had left |debts to write off. You were told at the
Dyea for the river when he was there, | last meeting of the position of the new | ,>, ;

branches in British Columbia, We
have not opened any more since that

not get through to her destination. Just|date, and Iam glad to say that those

working now are quite up to what the
from them, Of course

pensive “business, and it takes some
little time before & brench gets ahead ;
but all our new branches, I think, are
working very satisfactorily. We have
suffered during the past year, of course,
from the very low rates for money. The
rates for the half-year ending December
were lower in London than they were in
the previous six months, and in New
York, where we had to lend some of our
surplus money, we really got almost
worse rates than we could have got in
London. It was not until September
that there was any improvement, and it
lasted for only a very short time. Now,

ful view of the present position of Can-
ada, an improvement in the farming in-
dustry and an improvement also conse-
quent on the discoveries of gold. It
cannot, in fact, be doubted that the
trade of QOanada is in a far better condi-
tion than it has been in for some years
past. We are thoroughly in a position
to take full advantage of that, and I
trust that the present state of things
will continue, and that the rates of
money all through the Dominion will ad-
vance—(hear, hear)—thoogh I don’t
suppose that is a wish which will be sec-
onded by the merchants and traders of
that part of the world. From time im-
memorial it has been our habit to bave a
telegram to read to our annual meeting
from our general manager giving his

trade. We have mot obtained it this
year, but instead I will read you a tele-
gram which appeared in the Times on
21st inst. It is dated Ottawa, February
20th, and says, “Canada’s trade con-
tinues to expand in an extraordinary
manner. The exports for January in-
ereased by $4,111,000, and the imports
by $2,421,000. The total trade returns
ior the past seven months show an in-
crease of $31,692,721. (Hear, hear.) That
isa most extraordinary expansion. I
bave nothing more to add,and will move
the adoptjon of the report and balance
sheet. (&;piause.)

Mr. H. R. Garrer seconded the reso-
lation.

The retiring directors—Messrs. Ken-
dall, Brodie and Glyn—were unani-
mously re-elected.

Mr.J. Paton then moved that the
aunditore—Messrs. Edwin Waterhouse

and G. Sneatk—be re-elected. “He also

~

I think we may at any rate take a cheer-

moved that the thanks of the meeting be
given to the chairman, directors and of-
ficials of the bank. They were all pleased
to hear of the great development which
bad taken place in the mining and agri-
cultural industries of Canada, and be.
lieved that their officers were prepared
to take advantage of it to the utmost.
He also particularly included in the
vote of thanks their able secretary, Mr,
A. G. Wallis.

The resolution was seconded by Mr,
Heath and unanimously agreed to.

The Chairman, in acknowledging the
compliment, said he would not say
whether the directors deserved it or not,
but certainly the staff did for their
painstaking work during- the year.
(Hear, hear.)

This was all the business.

BALANCE SHEET, 318T DECEMBER, 1897,
DEeBIT: —
Capital, 20,000 shares of £50 each,
fully poidi......... S I £1,000,000
Reserve fund
Deposits and current accounts. .. 8
Notes in circulatien 253,101
Bills payable and other liabilities. 1,242,220
Rebate account 10,765
Profit and loss account:—
Balance brought forward

from 30th June, 1897. .. £33,323
Dividend paid 5th Octo-

ber, 1897 25,000

£ 8,323
Net profit for half year
after deduncting current
charges and providing
goxl-’ tbad and doubtful

Deduct: Tranferred

to reserve fund...£10,000
Transferred to offi-

cers’ widows’ and
orphans’ fund.... 374
Transferred to offi-
cers’ life insur-
ance fund 333
-—%£10,708
Balance available for April
Dividend

28,726
£5,129,962
CREDIT:—

B{ cash and specie at

ankers and in hand...£577,5623
By cash at call and short
notice

3 £ 917,401
By investments—
Consols £150,000@90. ...
Other securities

: . 171,383
By bills receivable, loans
on security and other
accounts
By bank premises, etc., in
London, and at the
branches........ v niopisin.dl

3,924,415

116,762
£5,129,962

WEAKENING ON PLEBISCITE.

| Report That the Liberals Cannot Agree Upon

.the Promised Megsure.

ToroNTO, March 21.—(Special)—The
Mail’s Ottawa correspondent says it is
stated that the government has deter-
mined not to push through the plesbis-
citeand franchise bills this seseion. The
Liberals, he says, cannot agree among
themselves as to the details of the pleb-
iscite measure,

COWICHAN.

Returned From the Ynkon—interprises of
! the King’s Daughters.

A :

DuNcAN, March 19.—Mr. H. T. Fall
and Mr. Charles Jordan returned last
week to Cowichan from the Yukon. The
former gentleman reports that while re-
turning he saw Mr. G. F. Wake on the
trail to Dawson, and in good health, con-
i(:ll'ladicting a rumor as to Mr. Wake being

An entertainment under the ‘auspices
of the King’s Daughters is to take place
at The Knoll, Quamichan, on Saturday
next.. The annual Easter concert with
light refreshments will be held at the
Agricultural hall on Easter Monday.

Doan’s Kidney Pills.

Doan’s KipNEY P1Lis act on the kidneys,
bladder and urinary organs only. They
cure backaches, weak back, rhenmatism,
diabetes, congestion, inflammation, gravel,
Bright’s disease and all other diseases aris-
ing from wrong action of the kidneys and
er.

HER CLOTHES CAUGHT FIRE.

Mrs. Charles Marsden Burned by the Ex-
plosion of a Lamp.

By the explosion of a kerosene lamp last
night Mrs. Charles Marsden narrowly
escaped losing her life, but luckily, though
the shock was naturally a severe one, she
was not badly injured. It isrotoften now-
adays thgt such accidents happen, though
a few years past, before the improved
methods of refining and testing oil came
into use, lamp explosions, very often at-
tended with loss of life, were by no means
uncommon.

Last night by some means one of the
lamps in Mr. Marsden’s house on Niagara
street exploded, scattering the oil around.

rs. Marsden being in the room some of
the blazing oil fell upon her dress and in a
moment the lady’s clothes were aflame.
Luckily help was at h2nd and the
flames were extinguished before
they had inflicted more than some painful
burns that will be an unpleasant reminder
of the accident for a short time to come.
Mr. Marsden was not at home at the time,
but a member of the Fifth Reégiment who
was passing the house on a bicycle at once
rode down town and summoned him.

SAVE YOUR FEATHERS.

Diamond Dyes Will Make Your Faded
Hat and Bonnet Feathers As
Good As New.

It may be that some ladies are not aware
of the fact that old hat and bonnet Feath-
ers can be made to look as good as new by
the Diamond Dyes those universal home
friends. Let us tell you how to do the
work.

“Use the Diamond Dyes prepared for
Wool and Silk thatcan now be bought
from any dealer. Clean the feather by
soaking it in strong soap-suds fifteen min-
utes, then draw gently between the thumb
and forefinger a number of times, and
rinse in warm water; dip and redip in the
dye-bath until the desired shade is ob-
tained; rinse in cold water, and press
gently between two cloths, to remove_the
water; now hold before a gentle fire, shak-
ing,slightly until nearly dry, and then curl
by taking three or four sprigs of the feather
and drawing briskly between the thumb
and back of scissors, and so on until it is
finished. Old feathers can be re-colored
and made to lcok like new. To color feath-
ers black be sure to use the Diamond Fast
Blaek for Silk and Feathers, prepared by
the makers of the Diamord Dyes; this is
the only successful dye for coloring feath--
ers a rich black.”
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Hon. E. G_ Prior,
that he had again inte|
Fisher, minister of ag
to the Darcey island la
unable to get any fur
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motion, which was cal
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he second reading of
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THE KINH
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