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Druggist
260 Jasper Ave., East

HRISTMAS
FRUIT

Seeded Raisins 11b Packet 10¢
Muscatel Raisins 111bs.. .$1.00
Seedless Sultannas 91b..$1.09
Recleaned Currants 91b..$1.00
hge and Lemon Peel, Ib. 13¢
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OMMENDS ADOPTION
THE METER SYSTEM

ntendent A. McLew:a Presents
nual Report of Waterworks
bpartment, Showing Work Done
d Cost of Construction and
pintenance.

annual report of the Water-
L Department for the year ending
er 31st, 1910, was submitted. to
city commissioners Friday
perintendent A. McLean, and
considered at the regular
ng of the board.
b report shows a total capital ex-
tu of $56,114.61.
well as carrying on the work of
lepartment, considerable - work
one by the waterworks depart-
for outsiders, as well as for the
nt departments, such as Heaith,
Railway, Engineer’s and Power
Cellars have been pumped,
flushed, and skating rinks
d.
waterworks office has been res
lled during the year, so a3 to
better accommodation to the
pections have been made of all
s in thz city, and the following
list of the number of defective
les found and ordered to be re-
Toilets 184, taps 171, baths
and pipes 9, total 396.
superintendent suggests that
juestion of repairs to the sedi-
htion basin of the filter system
ken up at once, and that work
mmenced on it at thexfirst of the

[Recommends Meter System.
ing the year 188 meters were
led and 54 taken out. The nam-
use at October 31st was 241.
uperintendent, who has on Sev<
iccasions in the past recommend-
at a meter system be put into
instead of the present flat rate,
suggests that the matter ™ be
consideration. 4
en yvou have a cold set a bottls
amberlain’s Cough Rmedy. It
oon fix you up z ° =iglt and will
off any tendency toward pneu-
. This remedy cntaira on oph
r other narcotir =né¢ wmay beé
as confidently t & beby as
ult, Sold by dea “rs everywhere.

ers. Th -,wbﬁpﬁgl%_?n in the de-
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PREMIER SIFTON DELIVERED
~ BUDGET SPEE€H ON MONDAY

Gave Clear and Comprehensive Outlﬂ'\i‘:ér of the
Financial Condition of the Province.

MR e e e % % Ak

HOW VOTE STOOD
ON THE PREMIER'S
MOTION FOR SUPPLY

Following was the division
at midnight last night on the
motion of Premier Sifton that
the House go into committee
of the whole on supply.

Ayes:—S8ifton, Mitchell, Mc-
Lean, Marshall, McKenzie, Bu-
chanan, Boyle, McDougall
Simpson, Smith. Stewart, Tel-
ford, Campbell, McKenney
Olin, Warnock, Boudreau, Cote
Holden, Glendenning, McAr-
thur—21.

Nays: — Rutherford, &
Lessard, Cornwall, McPherson l
Gunn, Puffer, _ Patterson,
Hoadley, Bennett, Moore,Shaw
Stauffer—13.

F. A. Walker paired with J.
W. Woolf and C. M. O’Brien
refused to vote. L. M. Roberts,
W. H. Cushing and E. Michen-
er were not in the House.
These, with the Speaker, make
up the 41 members in the
House.

Cross,

After a debate which lasted all of
yesterday afternoon and till midnight
last night a vote was reached on
Premier Sifton’s motion, following his
budget speech, to go into committee
of the whole on supply. The motion
wag carried by a majaority of eight,
the count standing 21 to 13. There
were several changes since the vote
was taken last Friday week on the;
Premier's Waterways bill. Last night
J. L. Cote recorded his vote with the
Government while on the earlier oc-
casion he voted against. R. L. Shaw
and Jos. Stauffer also changed last
night and opposed the administration
on the supply motion. Apart
these members. the line up remained
the same.

The ground taken - by those Who
yoted against the Government was
that the money from the bonds of the
Waterways should net be used for
any other purpose but to build a rail-
way.

There was @ large number of speak-

erford, R. B. Bennett, Hon. Mr. Mar-
shall, A. Bramley Moore,.J. K. Corn-
wall, Hon. Mr. Mitchell, ‘W F. Puffer,
Chas. Stewart, C. M, O’Brien, George
Hoadley and C. W Cross

Premier Sifton in the ocourse of 2
forty-five minute speech dealt prin-
cipally on the items of capital expen-
diture. The only new policy of the
Government, was: that with reference |
to demonstration farms which were to
be established in various parts of the
province. He also announced that
there would be no further expendi-
tures for new court houses till after

of liabilities ,that there
three items on it which were
LEOM s bilities

a re-adjustment of the judicial dis-
tricts of the province when centres
would be chosen having in view the |
future growth. Prior to that time the
buildings of new court houses would
be unwise, The Premier gave the]
House somewhat of a surprise when |
he informed it that the complete cost
of the Parliament buildings would bei
in the neighborhoor, of two and a
half million dollars. This Is about;
double . what the cost was at first ex-
pected to be.

Ex-Premier Rutherford made a|
severe attack on Auditor Burley an'd
said that his statement of the 1iabﬂl-;
tieg of the Province was misleading,
incorrect and even dishonest.

R. B. Bennett, who was the chi_er!
financial critic of the -opposition, in

i what is generally
| capital account, although up .to that

o actually happened, was to prepare the

public accounts up to the first day
of June showing the actual expendi-
tures under these estimates, and tpgq,

. by preparing the estimates showing

the actual expenditures for the whelé
yvear the deduction could be easily
made and the members of the Legis-
lature placed in fair possession so
that comparisons, if necessary, might
be made, and they would at least have
all the information:that was in the
possession of the Goverhment upon
these questions.
Answer to Question.

In answer to a question that was
asked the other day I may say that
the expenditure since the 1st of June
has been covered by the Warrants of
the Lieut. Governor, as shown in ‘m2
estimates,
state of affairs that requires some ex-
planation from me in regard to the
matter, and the House is ent'fled t»
all the information that is possible in
regard to the question, that are shown
by these estimates.

I have in addition placed upon the
back of the estimates for this year the
Auditor’s report of the actual liabil-
ities of the Province upon the 1st day
of June last, so that they might be
in™an understandable condition, and
the details of these are easily under-
stood. In fact most of them are there
practically in the position by which
they can be understood by the mem-
bers, and show that the actual lia-
bilities of the Province on the 1st day
of June last were $4,815, 350.78, with
an indirect liability, which for the
information of the members I also
hayve placed upon. the back of the es-
timates, ir referenee to railway mat-
ters of $25,743,000.00.

Not In Actual Fact Due.

I may say in regard to this, as will
gtrike anyone who looks over this list
are two or
only
in a way, as in actual
fact they were not due. There were
estimates for some other purposes
which would not be due until the 30th
of June, butin estimating the actual
liability of the Province to the 1st day
cf June—five-sixths of the year—up
te .that time was estimated and was
put in so as to place before the mem-
bers of the Hous~ dkeg findncial
counditio™is on me June.

The estimates, as they are prepared
show in addition to this the fact thai

‘thereis a considerable debt on capital

account. The debt for the Province
of Alberta on capital account will be
on the 31st of December—taking the
estimates that are here shown in the
books, and accounts that have been
prepared during the years that have,

| gone by—$6,243,766.62, of which more

than two millions was on account of
telephones.
Expenditure for 1911.

The expenditure on capital account
for the year 1911 according to the es-
timates is $2,483,958.00. The estimat-
ed capital account including telephone
and other bonds is $9,400,200.00. De-
ducting this it leaves a balance upon
the last '‘day of December, 1911, ac-
cording to the estimates that have
been produced, of $701,148.27, divided
into two amounts, the surplus on
capital account being $672,475.568, and
the surplus on revenue account $28,-
672.00. This is the actual state of the
finanees in accordance with the esti-
mates. The way in which this capital
account has been arrived at has been
by taking the sums that have been
spent during the several years, and
estimated to be

time no provision had been made for|
the borrowing of the money for the

$125,000 on account of farms to be
purchased for. demonstrgtion farms,
and $742,025 on account of extension
of telephone system. I do not think,
Mr. Speaker ,that whatever . other cri-
ticism these estimates may meet with,
that they will meet with any criti-
giam in regard to+the extravagance of
the amounts that are to be spent dur.
ing the succeeding year considering
the circumstances. I :do . mnot think
that they will meet with. any cpiticism
so far as the extravagance is cons
cerned during last year . considering
the circumstances, andl I do not think
that they are open to very much cri-
ticism in regard to the extrayagance
in the estimates that haye taken place
during the years that have gone by,
because the buildings that are in
course of erection, and which are re-
sponsible for nearly the whole of the
debt of this Province, outside of the
telephone debt, are buildings that are
required in the interests of the Pro-
vince. And while it may be open DpoOs-

These estimates <h~"v 'a

sibly to someohe to say that we could
have got along with a cheaper Parlia-
ment Building than is now in course
of erection, that is a matter in which
the judgment of the Legislature and
the .judgment of the late Government
was exercised in the estimation of the
population of this growing country.
The Parliament Buildings

But when it becomes necessary, as
it does in a new country, to erect
these expensive ‘buildings, the only
way, in which they can be erected is
by borrowing the money In reference
to the Parliament Buildings I have
had as careful as possible an estim-
ate made, not only of what it has
cost up to the present time, but as to
what it will probably cost when com-
plete, and it may be a surprise to
some of the members of the Legisla-
ture—it certainly was to me,—al-
though in looking over the plans I
came to the conclusion that a build-
ing of that kind would probably cost
a 8ood deal of money, and perhaps
profitably cost a good deal of money,
in the interest of the people of this
Province who desire when they have
anything done to have it done well,
and I found that the Parliament
Buildings. up to the first of June last
had cost, with the site’ and every-

up to the first of June last, $964,300.-
26.. But up to the 31st of December
this year the estimate—practically all
expended now—is $156,881.95.
Ready Next Fall.
The estimates, including the power
house and whatever can be done, and
it will probably be placed in a posi-
tion in which it can be utilized by the
members next fall! if they so desire,
will be $515,000. That, Mr. Speaker,
will not complete the building, but it
will complete it in a way that we may
be able to utilize a portion of the
building. The estimate for completing
it in accordance with the plans and
specifications as originally prepared
for in 1912, will require $600,000 ad-
ditional, and that is estimated to give
us a complete building without furn-
ishing, making $2,236,182 for the
building and an estimate roughly
speaking of the balance to make up
two-and-a-half millions for the com-
pleted building furnished properly for
the accommodation of the Legislature
of this Province.
To Be Source of Pride.

And I have no doubt, Mr. Speaker,
that when we get that completed
building the members of this Legis-
lature will be proud of it, and I have
no doubt the population of Alberta as
it grows from year to year during the
hundred years or so it will last, will
be proud of it, But at the present
time the question is in regard to the
paying for it, and it has to be paid
for by borrowed money ,the interest
at least, and that is a question of
poliey with which I have nothing to
do, because i1t was adopted before I
had anything to do with the Legisla-
ture. But the other bpuildings which

the absence of the leader, E. Michen. purpose of making a special capital|are represented by the expenditure of

er, who is ill of tonsolitis, did not se-
verely arraign the estimates. He com- |
plimented the Premier on his clear !

account, although, as 1 say, on going
through some of the back estimates
there were some estimates presented

capital account both for this year and
next year, with one or two exceptions,
are also matters that were started.

exposition of the financial situation | last year to capital account, $1,570,000|There js the jail at Lethbridge, the
and devoted the most of his speech | but on going through the books we|asylum at Ponoka, the Normal School

to a criticism of what he termed ex-
travagance of the late administration
Premier Sifton’s Speech.
Premier Sifton spoke as follows:
Mr. Sifton: Mr. Speaker, in moving
that the Speaker do now leave the
chair and that this House do imme-
diately resolve itself into a Commi{teel
of the Whole, it will probably be ex-
pected that there will be at least a
few remarks in reference to this mo-
uon in accordance with the time hon-
ored custom, and I feel that it is ne-
cessary that there should be sor?\e re-
marks and some explanations in re-

gard to the estimates that have been |

on the table for the last few days for
the information of the members, SO
that they might anticipate what is
iikely to arise in the course of the de-
bate. /
Manner of Preparation.

1 might say in explanation of the
manner in which the estimates _have
been ‘prepared that I gave consider-
able attention to the way in whi_ch
they should be prepared so as to give
the fullest possible information to tt'xe
members of the House. As you will
remember, Mr. Speaker, there was 2
gession during the early part of - this
year, and possibly the proper technic-
al way would have been to take these
estimates, and to now vote the con-
tinuation to cover the rest of the
year. But.on examination of these
estimates, finding that a considerable
pumber of them had not been ex-
pended, it struck me that the only
way.in which the House could be
seized of the absolutely correct man-

find that the actual capital expendi-
ture during the years that have gone
by was as follows:
Actual Capital Expenditure,
General revenue from
Sept. 1, 1905, to Dec.

31, 1908.. $1,366,496.26
Telephones from Sept. 1,
1905, to Dec. 31, 1908
General revenue from
Jan. 1, 1909 to Dec. 31,
1909.., ..
Telephones from Jan. 1,
1909 to Dec. 31, 1909.
General revenue from
Jan. 1, 1910 to Dec. 31,
L SR LT B R
Telephones from Jan. 1,
1910 to Dec. 31, 1910.
General revenue from
Jan. 1, 1911 to Dec. 231,

1911 (estimated). .
Telephones from. Jan. 1,
1911, to Dec. 31, 1911,
(estimated)

1,301,573.57

1,050,304.53

531,474.34

1,149,493.49

844,424.43
1,741,333.00

742,625.00

Making a total expendi-

ture on capital account

to 31 Dec., 1911 of.. .$8,727,724.62
And leaving the estimat-

ed balance as Dbefore

mentioned of $672,475.38

Details Unnecessary.

Now, in regard to these matters Mr,
Speaker, it is hnot necessary, and
would probably be inexpedient for me
to go into details because they have
been gone into by the treasurer in
years gone by in his annual speech,
any more than the details of the ex-
penditures for the succeeding year on

ner in which the accounts were kept,

and to be satisfied as to what hadon account of -Public

capital account totalling $1,616,333.00
‘Works,

at Calgary ,the Court House at Ed-
monton, and although not started, the
Court House at Calgary and the Land
Titles Office at Edmonton, for which
an immediate provision must be
made in accordance with the require-
ments of the legal business of this
country.

These with the small appropriation
for the building of a, Government
House at Edmonton practically con-
stitute all the appropriations that are
being made next year on account of
public- buildings with the exception of
the necessity of starting at least one
more jail in the Province somewhere.

No More Court Houses.

I have made no other appropria-
tions for the building of Court
Houses throughout the county during
the coming year because the actual
necessities of the 1legal business
throughout this country do not yet re-
quire them. I may say while upon that
subject ,because the fact has been
brought to my attention constantly
during the summer that has gone by
jand during the last month or so since
the members came here, that almost
every settlement throughout this
country would be delighted to have a
court house built in it—there is no
doubt in regard to that. There is no
doubt also that the members of this
Legislature and the members of the
Government would be delighted if the
financés of thig cpuntry were in such
a shape that they could build a fine
building in every settlement, but the
necessities of the legal business of
this. country do not yet require it, be-

cause it would be absurd to put up an

and expensive building in a place where a

thing that had actually been paid out |

@istrict judge goes once every two or
three months for a couple of days to
hold court.

Wait For Re-Arrangement.

It ean be done much more cheaply,
and it is the policy of-this Government
that no more expensive buildings of
that nature will be built until the ne-
cessity arises, which may and will be
with the increasing population within
a very short time, for the redistribut-
tion of the judicial districts of this
Provinee in a way which will be more
convenient for the population, and a
benefit to the actual centre of popu-
lation, to have public buildings erect-
ed in the most convenient place for
the transaction of that business.

I say this in this way publicly be-
cause the matter has been brought to
my attention privately by a number
of members, and there is a desire,
which. I have recognized and which
is natural, in the various portions of
the country-that no one else should
get ahead. 1If they cannot get a Court
House they certainly do not want the
adjoining village to have one, and in
that way be in on the ground floor
when the arrangement of the judicial
districts should become necessary.

To Avoid Duplication.
I make this explanation in that way,

will be done in the way of building
these buildings until the re-arrange-
ment of the Judicial Districts is made
upon a proper basis, so that it will be
in the interests of the people of the
whole country and will not be neces-
sary to duplicate expensive buildings,
because it is only the building of these
buildings which we can charge to cap-
ital account and borrow the money
for, but the actual upkeep of a public
building, which must be done in a
proper manner in the interests of the
people, becomes a continual drain up-
on the annual revenue, which should
be devoted to proper purposes in the
interests of the people of this coun-
try. ;
DPemonstration Farms.

The only real point that there is
cf new policy so far as this Govern-
ment is concerned, that is dealt with

that nothing of a permanent nature|

FATAL WRECK ON
WETASKIWIN: LINE

ENGINE ROLLS OVER TWENTY
FOOT EMBANKMENT WITH
FOUR MEN ON BOARD.

Four men received injuries fr m
which one has since died in an acci-
dent which occurred on Saturday
evening when a construction engine
with two box cars attached. left the
track near Macklin, on the C.P.R.
main line from Winnipeg east of Wet-
| askiwin, and overturning rolled down
a twenty-foot embankment. Of the
five men in the engine one jumped
and escaped_injury. The remaining
four were badly scalded, one of them
Brakesman Brick losing an arm.

Suffering untold agonies from their
irjuries they were obliged to "drag
themselves painfully over a distanze
of half a mile before they could ob-
tain assistance. The services of Dr.
John Smith, of Hardisty, the com-
pany’s doctor, were obtained and the
men’s wounds dressed with all possible
dispatch. A special train brousght
them to Strathcona, where they ar-
rived, still in the care of the doctor,
at 2.30 yesterday morning, and were
cenveyed by ambulances which await-
ed them, iwo to the City Hospital and
two in the General Hospital

Despite the care and skill of the
Loepital staff, Thomas Wallace, a
ycung Scotchman, who had been en-
gaged in construction work on the iin2
and was returning on the ill-fated
engine from the scene of his labor
at the close of the day when the ac-
cident happened, passed away at a
late hour last evening. He was a young
man, aged twenty-eight, and unmar-
ried. Additional sadness attaches to
his misfortune from the fact that he
was about to quit work in order to
return to Scotland to spend the Christ-

in the estimates, Mr. Speaker, is in!}
regard to the estimate for $125,000
for the purpose of purchasing five
demonstration ‘farms in this country,
and I think that the members of this
Legislature will agree with me that
the capital could not be put to a
better use in the interests of the farm-
ers of this Province than in this way.
The question of an. agricultural col-
lege is one that has been raised al
rumber of times during the past year,!
and one that is.possibly a sore subject
with some -people. and while it is
not necessary in the present state of
#ffairs of this eopntry to have an
agricultural eolied®™ in “the way. of
training people as they are trained
in some agricultvral colleges, so that
they may go forth and become pro-
fessors in other agricultural colleges,
it is necessary in a diversified farm-
ing country such as this, where al-
most every little settlement has a dif-
ferent climate, ‘'that there should be
scattered along as far as possible de-
monstratiog farms carried on as near-!
ly as posible in the way in which the
ordinary farmer would carry on his
farm and with the-idea of experiment-
ing for the benefit of the ordinary
farmer.
Explains Objects.
It would be of no use to the people!
of this community that there should
be a demonstration farm which should
cost three times as much as the neigh-!
boring half -section, the buildings on;
which should cost four or five times|
as much as the adjoining half section,
but what is required is that there
should be a farm carried on as near-
ly as possible in the way that a half
section farm is carried on by the ér-
dinary farmer, and that with practic-
ally the capital that an ordinary farm-
er could use profitably in the conduct
of his farm.
That is the way they should be car-
ried on, and so far as possible that
is the way in which they will be car-
ried on. And although I have the
utmost faith in the Minister of Agri-
culture, and the utmost faith in the
way he intends to carry on these
farms, I think I may be safe perhaps
in saying that possibly there will be
a little more money spent in the ac-
tual conduct of these farms than will
be spent by the owner of the adjoining
half section. I would not be at all
surprised if a farm belonging to“the
Government should cost a couple of
thousand at least more in the annual'
expenditure than one that was occu-
pied by a neighboring farmer.
Will Show Good Returns.
I think we may perhaps anticipate
that sort of thing although I have
no doubt he will show us at the end
of the year very good returns, but
I do not think the members would be
surprised, if they found that they had
to vote a small amount for the assist-
ance of these farms. I do not think
they counld do better. I think if they
do “this- work that is anticipated and
are within a reasonable distance for
the farmers of this country to go and
find out how any particular grain is
raised upon that farm, that they will
amply repay the people of this coun-
try for the small amount that is being
voted to purchase them and the small
amount that may be necessary for
their upkeep from year to year.
To Select Sites.

|ing: Total arrivals, 1,153,391;

rras seaso>n with his relatives and
friends, and was eagerly looking for-
ward to seeing the loved faces which
he left when he came to seek his for-
tune in the West.

Brakesman Brick, who lost his left
arm and was badly scalded, togetner
with Engineer Lang, who was also
badly scalded, are lying in a critical
condition at the General Hospital.

Fireman Frank Cook, a young man
anc¢ unmarried, aged twenty-nine, who
was also seriously scalded, is in the
gcod care of the staff of the City Hos-
pital.

MAJORITY OF NEW

SETTLERS IN WEST

The Immigration Department Shows
District in Past Ten Years Over the
Provinces of Dominion.

Ottawa, Dec. 9.—Figures supplied
by the immigration department in re-
ply to a question by R. S, Lake in the
House of Commons relative to the
destination of immigrants entering
Canada since 1900 show the follow-
distri-
buted as follows: Maritime provinces,
60,265; Quebec, 215,908; Ontario, 323,-
864; Manitoba, 274,970; Saskatchewan
and Alberta, 431,305; British Colum-
bia and the Yukon, 133,870; mnot
shown, 13,211.

During the first seven months of
the present fiscal year, from April to
October inclusive, Chinese arrivals in
Canada totalled 3,536. Of these,
2,868 paid the taxation tax.of $500
each, making a total contribution to
the public treasury from this source
of no less than $1,434,000. The num-
ber admitted as exempts totalled 6638.
Of these 170 were classed as mer-
chants and 417 as merchants’ sons.
The latter figures are interesting in
view of the investigation now being
conducted at Vancouver relative to
the admission of Chinese under frau-
dulent certificates.

Japanese and Hindu immigration
figures show that the arrivals are now
very restricted. Since the agreement
entered into three years ago With
Japan, 1,457 Japanese have entered
Canada ,or less than 500 per Yyear.
The influx of Hindus, which was as-
suming alarming proportions two
years ago, has practically stopped in
consequence of the restrictive legis-
lation adopted by the government.
Since April 1 of last Yyear only 156
Hindus have entered the country.

SPRINGFIELD STRIKE TO END

General Manager of Coal Company
Will Meet Them.

Springhill Mines, N.S., Dec. 11—
There seem to be prospects of a ter-
mination of the strike which has heen
going on here for sixteen months. The
goneral manager of the Dominion Goal
Company, M. J. Butler, is expected
in Springhill in a few days and that
he has expressed a willinguness tq have
a conference with a committee of the
striking miners causes. people to be-
lieve that the strike will be brousht
to a close before the end of the year.

TO GO OVER THE FALLS.

“Bobby” Leach Will Shoot Horse Shoe

I may say in addition to these five

public buildings that the Province is
acquiring from  time to time both
asylums and jails and that a quantity
of land is also being selected which
will be practically used in very much
the same manner, and that by an ‘ar-
rangement between the ministers who
bave charge of these two Departments
that the man who is in charge of the

dry farming district in Medicine Hat

Continued on Page Two).

PN

farms, that in conneetion with the'

Falls, Niagara.

Niagara Falls, Ont., Dec. 10.—Jas.
Mitchell, owner of the specially de-
gsigned * lifeboat in which ‘“Bobby”
Leach intends to make a trip over the
Horse-shoe Falls, arrived here today

IN CHARGE OF LIGHT BRIGADE.

Resident of Oakland, California, Seeks
Charity From City.

Oakland, Cal, Dec. 11.—George
Smith, one of the immeortal six hun-
dred that rode in the charge of the
light brigade at the battle of Balak-
lava, now is at the age of 84 seeking
charity from the Oakland Board or
Supervisors. He is asking for suffi-
cient funds to carry himself and his
daughter to British soil, in order
that he may revive his claim to a
pension from the British government.
For bravery in the Indian mutiny he
was awarded the Victoria Cross and
received a personal gift of twenty
sovereigns - from Queen Victoria.
After the Indian mutiny Smith came
to America, later becoming a citizen.

LASKA STEAMER IS
WRECKED ON A REEF

Steamer Olympia, Which Left Seattle
With 26 Passengers, Goes Aground
on Bligh Island, 40 Miles From
Cordova—No Word as to Passen-
gers’ Fate,

Seattle, Dec. 11. — The Alaska
Steamship Company’s.steamer Olym-
pic was wrecked on Bligh Island reef,
40 miles from Cordova, Alsaka, early

this morning. The only informa-
tion received was a brief message
from the company’'s agent at Valdez,
saying. the vessel had gone on the
reef. A message sent at ten o’clock
this morning said: ‘“All hands on
deck.” This is taken as indicating
that the passengers and crew Wwere
preparing to take the boats.

The Olympic sailed from here De-
cember 6th with 26 passengers and
gseveral hundred tons of freight. The
passengers first sailed on the steam-
ship North-Western,"which grouynded
in False Bay, San Juan Island, early
on the morning of December 2nd, a
few hours after sailing from Seattle.
They were brought back and resumed
their journey on the Olympia, which
was hurriedly put into commission.
The Olympia had already called at
Cordova, and, as only a few of the
passengers were bound for ports west
of there, it is probable that not more
than a dozen were aboard when she
struck. Bligh Island reef is un-
lighted. Three Alaska liners have
been wrecked within a radius of fifty
miles of the point where the Olympia
struck.

e Grave F i for Vessel.

Cordova, Alaskd, Dec. 11.—The Oly-

[ed was at Katala, fifty

mpia sailed from this port Iast night,
and although the weather was clear,
navigation was made dangerous by a
fifty-mile an hour gale from the north.
Between twelve and one o’clock this
morning the operator at the  wireless

| station here picked up the Olympia’s
! message of

distress. The message
was to the effect that the vessel had
struck on a reef on Bligh Island and
was in an exposed position, also ask-
ing help urgently. Heavy seas are
breaking over her, making the posi-

 tion of those on board very dangerous.

Communication withv the ship ceas-
ed at four o’clock this morning, and
it looks as if the wireless outfit got
out of order, but on account of the|
raging storm grave fears are enter- |
tained for the vessel The nearest
point where assistance could be secur-
miles away,
and the launch Corsair left this morn-
ing for the scene ‘of the wreck. In
his last message from the ship,
Operator Hayes said that the boats
were ready for launching, but the fury
of the waves made it too dangerous,
except as a last resort. The actual
condition of the vessel is not known.

LIVES OF TWO HUNDRED
IMPERILLED BY A FIRE

Brunswick Hotel, Minneapolis, Des-
troyed by Fire—Guests Were Hur-
riecd Out of the Building Through
Choking Smoke—Management De-
clare No One is Missing.

NO LAND GRANTS

FOR '66 VETERANS

|SIR FREDERICK BORDEN MAKES
THIS ANNOUNCEMENT IN
HOUSE OF COMMONS,

f

Ottawa, Dec. 12—This was a com-
partively quiet day in the House (;f
Commons. After disposing of the
questions and a small amount of rou-
tine business, the House settled down
to a long debate on a motion of D. D.
MacKenzie, (Lib.) Cape Breton, in
favor of the contruction of branch
lines of the I.C.R: in Nova Scotia.
This opened the way for a discussion
of the whole question of the Govern-
ment's I.C.R. policy and practically
all the representatives felt called
upon to place themselves on record.
Several members, including D;.Black,
of Hants; Geo. Kyle, of Richmond
and E. M. MacDonald, favored dis-
posing of the IL.C.R. to the C.P.R. or
some other corporation if it cannot be
properly developed by the construc-
tion of extensions.

Othérs, including Hon. H. R, Em-
merson and F. B, Carvell strenuously
opposed this suggestion and urged the
Government to build or secure the
necessary branch lines. Mr. Emmer-
son said that the trouble with the
present government and the previous
Conservative Government was that
the development of the I.C.R. has al-
ways peen opposed by the party with-
in the ranks of those who supported
those governments.

Hon. Geo. P. Graham, after speak-
ing briefly, moved the adjournment of
the debate. He said that a number of
important matters involving public
expenditure would be considered on
Hon. Mr Fielding’s return, Ineluding
a propcsal to go ahead with the leas-
ing and construction of I.C.R. lines.

R. L. Borden who expressed the
fear that the motion would not be
heard of again this session criticised
the Government for not having before
this procceded with the development
of the I.C.R.

Question time produced important
statement _from Sir Frederick Borden
that the Government has definitely
decided not to give a land grant in
Western Canada to Fenian Raid Vet-
erans of 1866-70. This finally dis-
poses of a matter which has been en-
gaging the attention of the Goverm-
ment at intervals for years: and
brought  several largs, deputations. of
Veterans to Oftawa: o)

When the House met Hon. Frank
Oliver, Minister of Interior, intro-
duced a bill to amend the Immigra-
tion Act. Its object is to make the
act agree with certain judicial inter-
pretations of the act of last session
without in any way interfering with
the principles of measure.

R. L. Borden brought up the ques-
tion of the re-instatement of the em-
ployees of the: Grand Trunk railway
who lost their places on account of
their participation in the strike of
last summer. He wanted information
in respect to a number of points and
more particularly as to the meaning
of the words: “As soon as possible”
in the first clause of the settlement
agreement; as to the number of men
reinstated, the number guilty of dis-
orderly conduct and finally if the
Government had not proposed to con-
duct an inquiry as to the number of
men guilty of disorderly conduct,
Hon. W. L. MacKenzie King de-
scribed the conditions which lead to
a settlement of the strike em-
phasizing the fact that the
agreement reached was framed by
the officials of the railway and its
employees and not by the Govern-
ment.He explained how the men de-
clined to sign the agreement until,
they were given an understanding by
the company as to what the phrase
“ag soon as possible’” meant in point
of actual time. Having received the
assurance that the company proposed
1o restore the men within ninety days,
they decided to call the strike off.
In this connection, Mr. King said that
if the company had not given such
an assurance, he would have made it
his business to let the public know

Minneapolis, Dec. 11.—The lives of
about 200 guests at the Brunswick
Hotel were endangered last night by
a fire which practically destroyed the
old landmark structure at the corner
of Fourth street and Hennepin aven-
ue. After a dozen guests had been
dragged from their rooms and others
had fled through choking smoke down
the wooden hallways and stairs, while
others were driven to the staationary
fire escapes and extension ladders of
the fire department, a burst of flame
broke through the roof of the build-
ing and all hope of further rescue
was given up.

The hotel register, showing the
names of nearly 200 persons, occupy-
ing the 106 rooms, was saved before
the lobby and office were wrapped in
flames. Although the clerk and
management of the hotel declare that
no one was left in the building at
the time rescue became impossible,
this will not be known until an op-
portunity will be given to check up
the guests.

Will Ignore Hockey Stars.
Ottawa, Dec. 9—By a sweeping re-
fusal of all the demands of the Ot-
tawa Hockey club plavers, that body
at a meeting which was held yesterday

from Rivers.” Man. Leach intenddd
leaving tomorrow afternoon for the
trip, but found that there must be
considerable aiterations made to the
interior -of the boat. It will take
severa]l days to complete the altera-
tions, so the trip is indefinitely post-
poned,
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afternoon took a stand against the
hold-out hockeists, practically igm®c-
ing the stars who made their name in
the N. H. L. last season, and confirm-

just why the strike had not been sef-.
tled.

Mr. King then explained that the
situatien at the present time was that
the company claimed that the terms
of the agreement had been fulfilled or
in other words that the men who had
not been re-instated had been guilty
cf acts of violence. Representatives
of the men who were.in Ottawa at
the present time asserted, he .said,
that 270 men were still without their
positions. He had informed the men
that the Government had represented
to the company the necessity of the
full terms of the agreement being liv-
ed up to and had suggested the ap-
pointment of an independent arbitra-
tor to deal with the cases of the men
who had not been re-instated. To this
proposition ‘the company had not
agreed. ’

Pending tMe wresult of the action
of the company, Mr. King said the
Government had considered it advis-
able not to take any further steps.
If the action of the company in the
end was not satisfactory, the Govern-
meet would take such steps as it deem-
ed advisable to see that justice was
done the men.

New Peterboro’ Presbyterian Church,

Peterboro’, Ont,, Dee. 10—Today
the handsome new Knox Presbyterian
Church was dedicated for public wor-

ing the announcement of several days
ago that the Ottawas will at once

ship. The dedication services were
ccnducted by Rev. Dr, Marsh, Spring=

build up a tedm regardless of the ac-Ville and Rev. Dr. Johnston, of Mont-

tions of the outlawed hockey stars.

real, preached.
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