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GOVERNMENT IS SUSTAINED
BY A MAJORITY OF EIGHT

Division Taken in Legislature on 
A. & G.W. Railway Company 

Agreement Amendment.
Vote is 33 to 15.

MR. BENNETT CHALLANGES
MR. CORNWAtL’S-RIGIlT TO VOTE

Attorney-General Cross is Com­
pletely Vindicated of Charge of 

Obtaining $12,000 from 
Telephone Company.

The Big Speech of the Afternoon Was 
Made by Hon. Duncan Marshall, 
Who Replied to the Arguments 
Presented by R. B. Bennett the 
Previous Night—The eDbate Clos­
ed by J. R. Boyle and Vote Was 
Taken Shortly after Nine O’clock— 
C. M. O’Brien Gets His Amend­
ment Passed.

***************************************4"
* THE VOTE IN THE LEGISLATURE *
* ON THE A. & G. W. AMENDMENT. *
* * 

The division on the Alberta and Great Waterways railway con- *
* tract was taken at half-past nine oclock last night in the legislature. *
* The amendment of J. W. Woolf, Cardston, that the further guar- *
* antees of President Clarke, as set out in his letter of Feb. 23rd, he >*
* accepted and incorporated into the agreement.1 was adopted by a *
* vote of 23 to 15, the government supporting the amendment. The *
* amendment was then incorporated into the main resolution before *
* the House and "carried on the same division. The vote stood as Jol- *
* lows:— j.
* -Ir
* For Amendment:

* Hon. A. C. Rutherford, Btrathcona K. B. Bennett, Calgary
* Hon. C. W. Cross, Edmonton Geo. Hoadley, Okotoks
* Hon. Duncan Marshall, Old* E. Mitoliener, Bed Deer
* Hon. W. C. Buchanan, Lethbridge E. H. Riley, Gleichen
* Hon. P. E. Lessard, Pakan W. H. Cushing, Calgary

F. A. Walker, Fort Saskatchewan J. M. Glendenning. Nan ton

Against Amendment:

Great C.P.R. Buildings at Toronto.
Toronto, March 4—The C.P.R. is the 

purchaser for $738,000 of tjje James 
building at the corner of King and 
Yonge, was stated tonight by a promin­
ent real estate broker. Finding their 
present offices too small, they have de­
cided to erect, a 16-storey office structure 
on the si tel Another important move, 
which it is stated the company shortly 
contemplates, is the erection on the pres­
ent site of the government house of a 
mammoth palatial hotel, which it is 
stated will be the finest hostelry in 
Canada.

CLAIM RIGHT TO 
APPOINT COUNSEL

Unprecedented Action Taken by Op­
position Members of Lumsden 

Investigation Committee.

Empress Has Stormy Passage.
Halifax, N.S., aMrch 4—The C.P.R. 

steamship Empress of Britain, arrived 
tonight from Liverpool with the mails 
and, reported « tempestuous voyage. E. 
James was dashed ' against the rails so 
violently that he died in an, hour and 
was buried at'Bee. Another passenger 
rad a leg broken.

The most sensational legislative 
debate in the history of the province 
of Alberta came to a close Thursday 
shortly after nine o'clock, and the 
division of the House resulted in 
the government being sustained by 
a vote of 23 to 15. The first vote taken 
was on the amendment of J. W. 
Woolf, of Cardston, which provided 
that the proposals of W. H. Clarke, 
president of the A". 4 G. W. Co., to 
further guarantee the fulfilment of 
the contract bt, accepted. These were 
set out in his letter to the Premier, 
bearing date of February 23rd last.

This amenument was approved of 
by the government and received 
their hearty support. It also satis­
fied some of the Liberal members of 
the Legislature, who at first had been 
disposed to criticise the' agreement 
made with the railway company.

Debate Lasted a Week.
The debate lasted a week and was 

carried on at both afternoon 
iiThfrlierT>lf?inT 

ing set aside to wring it to a conclu­
sion. It was opened by the state­
ment of Hon. W. H. Cushing’s rea­
sons for resignation, given last Fri­
day afternoon, and the premier’s re­
ply. Then came Mr. Boyle’s résolu-, 
tion, seconded by Dr. Warnock, Fin­
cher, calling for the cancellation of 
the railway by the provincial govern­
ment. This was afterwards modified 
on Monday afternoon by the adoption 
of the amendment of E. H. Riley, 
Gleichen, seconded by J. M. Glenden­
ning, Nan ton, that “the contract was 
not such as would commend itself to 
the members of this House."

Government’s House.
On Monday evening the government 

first showed its hand, when Mr. 
Woolf produced his amendment, with 
the approval of the government, that 
Mr. Clarke’s proposals be adopted 
anil incorporated into the agreement, 
also that an effort be made to get the 
company to allow the million dollar 
security, which they offered, to lie in 
the banks for five years after com­
pletion of the line. This amendment 
was seconded by J. A. McDougall 
Edmonton, but on the vote dkl not re­
ceive his support.

The issue was then squareiy before 
the members and the debate continu­
ed from day t* day throughout the 
week till the division came last night, 
resulting in the government being 
sustained.

The incident of the evening 
the challenging of the right to vote of 
J. K. Cornwall, Peace River, by R.
B Bennett, on the ground that he 
had financial interest in the question 
before the House. This Mr. Cornwall 
denied, and Mr. Bennett intimated 
that later he would move that the case 
be referred to the committee on elec­
tions and ptivileges.

, C. M. O’Brien also secured the pas­
sage, without a division, of an 
amendment asking the government to 
endeavor to secure a minimum wage 
for men employed on the railway 
work of $2.50 per day and a maxi­
mum board of $5 per week. Mr. 
O’Brien, in support of his amendment, 
made a strong speech and was several 
times called to order by the Speaker 
when he referred to the Lieutenant 
Governor as “an old chap whose job 
would soon ne gone,’- and to the 
members of the Legisclature as “these 
fe.lows.” Mr. O’Brien covered up 
ingeniously when colled upon to with­
draw.

Attorney General Vindicated.
The feature of the afternoon was 

tiie complete vindication of the at­
torney general of the charge that was 
repeated aaginst him the previous 
evening by R. B. Bennett. The Cal­
cary member had stated that he had 
been informed that one M. W. Hop­
kins had approached the Automatic 
Telephone oCmpany, as agent of Hon. 
Mr. Cross, tell mg them that they 
would get the contract for Calgary 
phones at $93,000 if they contributed 
$12.000 to his campaign funds.

Imnjediately upon the busihess of 
the House being taken up yesterday 
afternoon, Hon, Mr. Cross rose to « 
question ol privilege.

He then presented a statutory de­
claration from Hopkins, the man re­
ferred to, in- which he stated that he

R. J. Telford. Leduc 
H. W. McKenuey, Pembina 
John Simpson, Innisfail 
C. H. Olin, Wetaskiwin 
W. -F. Puffer, Lacom-be 
Malcolm McKenzie, Claresholm 
J. W. Woolf, Cardston 
L. Boudreau, St. Albert 
J. L. Cote. Athabasca

* J. K. Cornwall, Peace River
* J. A. McPherson, Stoney Plain
* Peter Gunn, Lac Ste. Anne
* A. Bramley Moore, Lloydminster
* A. Campbell, Veftnilion
* Robt. L. Shaw, Stettler
* Jos. E. Stauffer, Didsbury
* C. M. O'Brien. Rocky Mountain
* Total, 23.

A. J. McLean, Lethbridge District * 
Dr. Warnock, Pincher *
J. A. McDougall, Edmonton *.
Dr. Campbell, Ponoka. *
J. B. Holden, Vegreville *
L. M. Roberts, High lüver *
G. P, Smith. Camrose * *
C. Stewart, Stettler 
J. R. Boyle, Sturgeon *

GRANDE PRAIRIE TREK 
IS NOW IN FULL SWING

Party with IS Teams of Oxen, Loaded 
With Implements and Supplies, 
Weighing $<500 to 5,000 Pounds,.Starts 
Ou7t on lyOng. 600-Milo Journey.

Total, 15.
*********^4:^3).^^;};^^^^ ********V4C5j<3(C4:^:+:j}::t.J|Cjjt^,

Company or anyone representing 
them for a contribution to election 
funds, neither had be approached Mr. 
Cushing in connection with the same 
matter. The declaration, which was 
a lengthy one, fully covered every 
possible phase of the charge and to 
each gave emphatic and complete de­
nials.

Hon. Mr. Cross, in speakjng fur­
ther after reading the declaration, 
stated that the junior member for 
Calgary (Mr. Bennett) had either one 
of two courses open. Either he had 

lay a direct charge a garnet him 
(Mr. Cross) or he had to have an in­
formation sworn out against Mr. 
Hopkins for perjury. He quoted 
instances of the procedure in the Do­
minion House when charges were 
made by J. Israel Tarte and J. _F. 
Lister.

“Now, I want to say," continued 
Mr. Cross, “as I said last night, that 
if. the junior member for Calgary will 
make the statement outside the 
House I will at once bring a civil ac­
tion against him for slander or an ac­
tion for criminal defamation. And 
it is only because he is protected in 
his statement in the Legislature that 
action cannot be taken against him 
by me or any other member in similar 
circumstances.

“As I said before, he has only two 
courses. He can either make a for­
mal charge or he can sit silent in his 
seat. If he does the latter I brand 
him as a scandal monger and a 
coward and I say these words ad­
visedly.”

Bennett’s Reply.
R. B. Bennett, in reply, said he 

would like to have his remarks taken 
down verbatim. He would repeat 
what he had said the previous night 
as nearly as he remembered it, and if 
his statement wps not then correct he 
would make it so now. The attorney 
general, with specious argument, had 
endeavored to place a new construc­
tion on the whole question. ' He then 
repeated the story as he had heard it 
and concluded :

“I did not by word, thought, nor in­
sinuation say that the senior law-offi­
cer of the province was guilty of any 
improper conduct, and I iiave learned 
later that Hopkins has said that he 
had no authority for making the state­
ment that be did. It is Hopkins, the 
attorney general should be pursuing, 
not me. It is his duty to see that 
Hopkins explains his remarks to Mr. 
Cushing and John Wiley, who were 
both present. I did believe and I 
still believe that their statements are 
true.

“If the attorney - general wants to 
prosecute me I will waive all privilege 
of this House and further I will sign 
the statements I have just uttered, 
so he can proceed against me for libel 
if he wishes." , , ..

Hon. Mt- Cross said he accepted the 
statement of the member for Calgary. 
He had made a denial and it was ac­
cepted. This would end the matter 
so far as he was concerned.

E. H. Riley said he would like to 
have a statement from Mr. Cushing, 
but the Speaker ruled him out of 
order and the whole matter was drop-

Hon. Mr. Marshall.
, Hon. Duncan Marshall in resuming 
the debate on the A. & G. W. railway 
contract said he did not wish to 
detain the House long as the members 
had fully inquired into the docu­
ments and had pretty generally made 
up their minds. The speaker of last 
evening had dealt, as he had said ' n 
his introductory remarks, large’y with 
acts which had been passed fast year

Clarke from Premier Rutherford, in 
conection with legislation for incor­
porating the A. & G- W. railway com­
pany. This action of the premier’s 
ws.similiar to that in every legisla­
ture in the Dominion. The Dominion 
government approached McKenzie and 
Mann of the C.N.R. in much the same 
way and he had been informed that 
an order-in-council was even passed 
pledging them assistance.

Mfr. Bennett !had played on the 
word “promote” in the letter but, ht 
had slurred over, and only read once 
the words that “the bill 'woul* be 
submitted to the legislature for rati­
fication."

The junior member for Calgary had 
spoken of not being able to find let­
ters on the files signed by C. W. Cross. 
As a matter o ffact ninety out of every 
hundred letters sent out of every 
department were signed by the deputy 
ministers. He appealed to the ex- 
minister of public Works if it was not 
true that ninety per cent, of the let­
ters from his department were signed 
by his late deputy* John 6locks.

Was C.P.R. Solicitor.
The junior member for Calgary had 

made quite a lot of talk about Mr. 
Minty of Tupper, Galt & Minty, Win­
nipeg. He (Mr. Marshall) did not 
know why the last speaker should be 
suspicious of Mr. Minty, except from 
the fact that he was a C.P.R. land 
solicitor.

Mr. Bennett: “He is not a C.P.R. 
solicitor. It is Mr. Tupper who is the 
C.P.R. land solicitor.”

Hon. Mr. Marshall; “Well Mr. 
speaker, I bought a quarter sectiqn 
of land from the C.P.R. some time 
ago and the letter was signed Tupper, 
Galt & Minty.”

Mr. Bennett: “That was the case 
but is not so now.1

Mr. Marshall : “Well it amounts to 
the same thing.

The minister of agriculture in con­
tinuing, stated that the premier in 
accepting Mr. Woolf’s resolution ac­
cepted its conditions. The company 
were proving, in allowing $1,000,000 
to lie in the bank, that they could 
get their own capital to build up the 
railway. And Mr. Bennett eaid the 
letter did not call- for them to operate 
but he forgot that the statute of last 
year said when fifty miles were bu ll, 
they must be operated.

Much had been made of the fact 
that there were few letters in the files 
relating to the C.N.R. and G.T.P 
bond guarantees, while those of the 
A. & G. W. railway were voluminous 
The "reason was that the officials of the 
two former railways were much in 
Edmonton and negotiations were con­
ducted verbally.

The Sale of the Bonds.
Hr. Bennett had made much of the 

«■tie of the A. & G. W. bonds and had 
quoted notices in the newspapers. He 
d d not believe that Morgan and com 
piny sold the bonds for 110 as adver­
ts sed, and if they were taken up at 
that price the firm themselves took 
them up to protect the market. Mr 
Marshall qdoted' the Monetary Times 
which, said that the bonds, issued as 
they were, were 4 1-2 par cent bonds 
He quoted bonds of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific and Canadian Northern to 
show that the A. & G. W. sale coni 
pared very favorably. The govern­
ment got dollar for dollar for the 
bonds guaranteed for the A. & G. W 
and they did not get dollar for dollar 
for other railways whose bonds they 
guaranteed. It had- been, said that 
city bonds sold for more than railway 
bonds, but that was not unusual 
Mr. Marshall quoted a number of

the only way they could , now he 
changed xyss by introducing amending 
acts and this as Mr. Bennett had said 
would b:- without a precedent.

m __________________ The junior member for Caigary ad
had never approached the Automatic made a great deal of the letter to - Tr.

These had been then disposed of and «bond lists in substantiation of this
statomept.

“These iripn”" he said, "have been 
called promoter* and have been 
sneered at, by the junior member for

Saturday’s Daily
The trekk to Grande Prairie has open­

ed. Yesterday a large contingent of 
farmers left on the long journey for the 
Canan of Alberta. The majority of these 
were settlers who went in last year, but 
many were new people. The most inter­
esting party was th«,t which is known in 
the north country as “The Bull Outfit.”

These were members of» 1 he party of 
well-to-do Ontario farmers who went 
north last summer. They had 33 head of 
oxen and one horse. They left. Edmonton 
in the first part of May arriving at 
Beaver Lodge, Grande Prairie, on July 
12. En route they encountered all the 
varieties of weather which mark the 
opening of spring in the west. They left 
this city too late to reach Lesser Slave 
Lake settlement by way of the lake, and 
too early to be favored with passable 
roads. At Athabasca Landing they stor­
ed a large portion of their implements, 
and proceeded- light. They made an ar­
rangement with the Northern Transpor­
tation Company to cut 100 cords of wood 
for use of th<$ steamer Northern Light 
on the LqpseriSlave River, and another 
too cords at lh*jjvest e«ji of jhp lake 1er 
use of the same steamer, in return for 
which the transportation company un­
dertook to carry the settlers’ implements 
from the Landing to the west end of 
the lake.

The experiences of this party from the 
basis for a story of intense interest, de­
monstrating the persistence and courage 
of a party of decidedly superior people 
which included a number of women and 
children, who were not diecouragd by the 
difficulties which they encountered, and 
who are now unceasing in their praise 
of the country in which they will be 
known, in history as the pioneers.

The representatives of: this party who 
came to Edmonton last week with nine 
teams of oxen were : J. E. Gaudin, E. A. 
Smith, C. A. Drake, R. C, Lossing, Gar­
net -Truax, Sam Sergeant, Amos Sherk, 
Marley Sherk, J. M. Miller and Wm 
Crabb. These men have all started on 
their return. Among the new settlers 
who have also gone in are John Flint, 
wife and daughter, of Toronto, a son 
having been with the original party, Sam 
McNaught, wife and two children, Wm. 
Walton, wife and seven children, of To­
ronto, Jas. Kennedy and son of Listowel, 
Ont. ; Wm. Summerhayes of Brantford 
and C. Campbell. Others who are out­
fitting, who will leave in a few days for 
Grande Prairie are Fred C. Dalphin, 
and his brother-in-law, W. M. Rise- 
borough, of East Toronto, Wm. Dalphin 

The first party which left yesterday 
took with them six new teams of oxen 
Their loads of supplies and implements 
ran between thirty-five and fifty hnn 
dred weight. They will go to Athabasca 
f,andin", from there up the Athabasca 
river to (be Lesser Slave river, up this 
river to Lesser Slave Lake, across the 
lake to Grouard, then to Peace River 
Crossing, on to Dunvegan, which is 
miles up the Peace River from the Cross­
ing, and then south to Grand Prairie, a 
distance in all of over 506 miles.

Ottawa, Ont., Mar. 4.—A most ab­
surd and unprecedented position was 
taken by Messie. Lennox, Barker and 
Cçothers, Opposition members of the 
special Common’s committee on, the 
Lumsden charges, in» dramatically 
withdrawing this afternoon from the 
Committee and announcing their in­
tention of having nothing further to 
do with the inquiry on the pretext 
that Liberal member® of the commit­
tee would not agree to the Opposi­
tion’s contention that' they alone 
should appoint counsel to conduct the 
general prosecution of the investiga­
tion in the public interesL 1

They refused to accept the sugges­
tion made by the Liberal members ot 
the committee that Mr. Wallace Nes­
bitt, K.C-, ex-judge of the Supreme 
court, and a Conservative in politics, 
should be appointed as counsel. They 
insisted that apy man whom they 
should name must be accepted by the 
majority of the committee. The Lib­
eral members of the committee 
promptly refused to agree with this 
new and illogical principle in con­
ducting investigations by parliament­
ary committees. They then, took the 
childish and petulant course of with 
drawing in a body from the room and 
declaring that they washed their 
hands of the whole task with which 
they were entrusted' by parliament.

No Objection- to Nesbitt.
They raised no «ejection, to Mr. 

Nesbitt as being a man who could 
command public confidence through 
out khe Dominion in carrying out an 
enquiry in a non-partisan and ade­
quate manner.

As Mr. Lennox put it: “I have re­
tired no matter what happens. 1 
won’t take any further part in the 
investigation.

The four Liberal members of the 
committee after thé departure of the 
three Conservatives parsed a motion 
appointing Mr. Nesbitt as counsel and 
then adjourned-

What the outcome will new be is j
— rrL" ' T-'-------1 :b^r- of th...

SYMPATHETIC STRIKE NOW ON.

(CWtinaed on Pa$e Six.)

Anti-Unionists Say There Will Not be 
More Than 5,000 Idle.

Philadelphia, Pa., March 4—At 
o'clock tonight the condition of the gen 
eral strike of all lalor unionists in this 
city in sympathy with the car men, who 
have been out for two weeks, went into 
effect. Since there were , very few men 
on duty at that time of night, union < 
non-union, the number of those who 
threw up their jobs has not been told 
The Central Labor Union received at the 
midnight hour reports that one hundred 
thousand places would be vacant tomor­
row morning. The Philadelphia Rapid 
Transit Company and other anti-union 
iste predicted that there would not be 
more than 40,000 or 50,000 idle men on 
the streets.

This was pay day in many sections 
of the city, As men with money in their 
pockets assembled on the street corner 
and in the neighboring saloons, the first 
mutterings of what is feared will be 
certainly be a boycott against any trades­
men doing business with.the transit com 
pony or its strike breakers, and ther 
will be very probably be violence more 
than that of the early" days of last week

“Stand, for your rights,” the., labor 
leaders told their men, “but keep out of 
violence.”

The police order was “go to them with 
jour riot dubs unices they keep mov 
ing.”

There was no violence reported late 
tonight but it looked as though there 

I would be plenty in the morning.

ers and Barker followed Mr. Lennox's : 
example. They declared that as mem- 
bets of the Opposition they naturally 
brought their political. prejudice and 
and preegneeived" judgment to com­
mittee find they presumed the Lib­
eral members did likewise. Since the 
National - Transcontinental commis­
sion was represented’ by a lawyer, 
whose natural duty would be to pre­
vent the disclosing of any evidence 
likely to reflect on the commission, 
they thought that the opposition mem­
bers should have .the naming o£ a 
counsel to bring out all the evidence 
for the prosecution.

To conduct an enquiry on any other 
basis, they declared, would ;be a waste 
of time. Mr. MacDonald believed that 
the course adopted by the opposition 
could not be justified even to their 
friends in the House. He repudiated 
the suggestion that the Liberal mem­
bers of the committee wanted1 to balk 
the enquiry or to prevent the real 
facts from becoming known.

He ’believed that no exception could 
be taken to Mr. Nesbitt on any ground 
and that all members of the commit­
tee were in duty bound to carry out 
the mandate of parliament to conduct 
the investigation.

Outside of Party.
“We have gone outside our own 

party,” he said, “and have suggested 
the very best man obtainable. He 
can açt of course in co-operation with 
members of the opposition in bring­
ing out any evidence that may be 
deemed desirable. I hope that there 
are some people at least who will 
give me the credit of believing that 
ive wish to act . squarely in this mat­
ter.’’

Mr. Clarke declared that he ap 
proached the enquiry with a perfectly 
open mirt daad for his part wished a 
full investigation and intended to 
give a verdict entirely according to 
the evidence. To insinuate that Mr. 
Nesbitt could not be trusted to con 
luct the enquiry solely in the public 
interest seejned a very poor compli­
ment to pay to the legal profession. 
It seemed to him that the tactics of 
the opposition members so far had 
been rather With a view of making 
party capital than with a view of 
getting at the truth of Mr. Lumsden’s 
charges.

The opposition members of the com­
mittee then withdrew at Mr. MaoDon- 
tld’s motion te appoint Mr. Nesbitt, 
which carried by the , four Liberal 
members who remained and the clerk 
of the committee was instructed to 

minimi cate with hi and ascertain 
hen he could be present, to go ahead

TAR SANDS TO BE 
OPEN FOR LEASING

Ehe Deposits at Fort McMurray to 
be Available For Development 

After March roth.

Ptotstem. The Liberal mcmbCTs“o.f 4hn ,ith the investigation: 
committee see no reason why the de­
fault of the Opposition members to 
go ahead with the enquiry should 
necessitate the entire abandonment 
of the investigation for which the 
government moved and which parlia­
ment ordered should be carried out.
If Messrs .Lennox, Barker and Croth- 
ers persist in their illogical stand it 
will practically mean a confession' if 
the Opposition that it do=s not beljfve 
there is any party capital to be made 
by gbing on with the investigation 
and that if all the facts "are brought 
outAthe National Transcontinental 
co^Bittee will be vindicated.

r. Lumsden’s admission at the 
first meeting of the committee that 
he made no charges of bad faith 
against engineers or committee and 
that the matters at issue were practi­
cally questions of engineering differ­
ences, took the ground from under the 
feet of the Opposition at the outset.
Since -then their whole efforts have 
apparently been to make party capi­
tal by fostering the impression that 
the inquiry would be a partisan and 
incomplete one.

Now that their last objection as to 
alleged desire to appoint a partisan 
counsel to conduct the enquiry has 
been met by the appointment of Mr.
Nesbitt, against whom no valid ob­
jection can be raised, the Opposition's 
tacticians for some occult reason have 
thought it good policy to make a great 
grand stand' play by backing out of 
the enquiry entirely.

Report Disagreement.
When the committee met this even­

ing, Mr. Samuel Barker, who with 
E. M. MacDonald was appointed last 
week with 6 view to agreeing on the 
name of some lawyer who wop Id be 
mutually satisfactory to both aides 
of the committee, announced that thev 
had failed to agree.

“I insisted” he said, "that the Op­
position members should nominate 
counsel without having to get the en- 
dorsation of the majority of the mem­
bers of the committee.” He moved this 
resolution : That it is the rjght and duty 
of the members of the Opposition to 
nominate counsel who will prosecute 
the enquiry in tlie public interests.

Mr. MacDonald declared that jn his 
conference with Mr. Barker he jmd 
taken the ground that the man to be 
appointed should be one of such high 
standing at the bar and of such high 
reputation throughout the Dominion 
so as to command general public con­
fidence. While he was not adverse 
to considering any names suggested by 
the Oposition he could not consent to 
the principle that any man selected 
by the minority should be accepted by 
the majority of the committee. More­
over, he had objected td the names 
suggested who were of provincial 
rather than of national standipg at 
the bar. Mr. Barker's resolution 
then put and declared lost, on casting 
vote of Chairman Geoffrion.

Mr. Lennox thereupon declared 
that as matters now stood the invos 
ligation was unequal and conditions 
were so unfair that, he advisedly too' 
the stand that he must refuse to ? 
longer as a member of -the committ

Mr. MacDqnold at tW point 
that Mr, WMUwe Nesbitt bp 1 
by the /committee as counsel * 
interests of the public. WP' 
meriting'on this motion, M

In accordance with a new Dominion
-gulation that will go into effect on 

the 19th of "March, the much-talked-of 
tar sands which have up to the pre­
sent been retained by the crown, will 
be opened for leasing. Their disposal 
will be much similar to the coal lands. 
Leases will be given for a tetm oi 21 
years, renew-aible for a further "period 
of the same time. No application will 
be received for more than 1,920 acres 
from any one person.

The lands applied for must be stak­
ed- by the applicant in person in ac­
cordance with the regulations. The 
application must be made in the of­
fice of the Dominion land agency at 
Edmonton ur the sub-agency at Atha­
basca Landing within thirty days of 
the staking.

The rate charged' for the lease is 
50 cents an acre per annum with no 
royalty/ until 1930. The amount oi the 
royalty after that, date 'has not yet 
been fixed.

This new order is expected to bring 
about the rapid development of these 
tar and asphnlutm deposits at the 
northern terminus of the Alberta and 
Great Waterways railway.

Lumber for Peace River.
A new regulation1 has jùst been is­

sued in connection with the portable 
saw mills. Permits in the district ly­
ing north of the north boundary of 
township 68, which runs at the lower 
end of Lesser Slave Lake. In the past 
the Conditions in connection with 
these permits were that the timber 
could be. used only on farm lands Iby 
actual settlers withiu 50 miles of the 
timber berth. This protected the ac­
tual licensed berth operators.of which, 
however, there are nonethe Peace
River district.

This prevented the securing of lum­
ber by the small settlements such as 
Grouard and the only, way they could 
be supplied was by importing- tilaterial 
from Edmonton.

The new proviso authorizes the hold- 
■rs of portable saw mill berths to see 
tile products cut on these berths with­
out any proviso on payment of the 
lues at the rate of 75c eirts per thou- 
:aiid feet.

The former due was 50 cents per 
thousand feet, but the holders of 
berths ereatlv r-strt - xl.

Lively Discussion Took Place in the 
Legislature Yesterday Afternoon 

on the Subject.

\ (Saturday’s Daily.)
After a week of excitement the 

Legislature relapsed yesterday after­
noon to real business and the biggest 
amount of work since the . opening, 
three, weeks ago, was put through 
between three and six d’clock. A 
large number of bills' were given 
their second readings, and upon 
several of them considerable discus­
sion took place. '

The most important pronouncement 
of the afternoon came from a number 
of the members who, in line with the 
views expressed in the miscellaneous 
and private bills committee, ' stated 
that they would oppose the incorpora­
tion of all clubs in the smaller towns 
where permission was given to sell 
liquor within the club rooms.

The quéstin was -brought up by 
George P. Smith, Camrose, who had 
spoken strdhgly upon thé matter m 
committee several weeks ago. It 
arose when the bill to incorporate 
the Staveley Club came up on motion 
of J. M. Glendenning, Nanton, for its 
second reading.

Mr. Smith Not in Favor.
Mr. Sfiiith, in speaking of the bill, 

said he was not in iavor of permitting 
the sale of liquor in clubs of small 
towns. He had taken this objection 
in committee, but was reported as op­
posing the sale of liquor in all clubs. 
His reference was to small places 
only, though it might perhaps have 
referred to all clubs. The main 
purpose of clubs in small towns was 
as a place of recreation for young 
men without homes and this was prac­
tically the only justification for such 
clubs in small towns. In his town 
of Camrose they had a Canadian, club 
and he did not see why all these 
clubs might not be Canadian elute. 
No liquor was sold in Camrose Cana­
dian Club and if had improved the 
tone of the town more than anything 
else. It was unanimously supported 
by the people, ministers and laymen 
alike. The result was that the life 
of the town had1 been immensely im­
proved in the past few months. If a 
man wanted a drink let him go to the 
hotel, which is licensed to sell. The 
club should be the one place where 
young men could get away from 
liquor, which should be kept out of 
his sight. Even in the larger cities 
he did not think that liquor was 
necessary, but it depended largely 
upon the committee having the bar 
in charge. But even here there were 
times at which the scenes at these 
cities were a disgrace. Another ob­
jection was that the license depart­
ment had no control over those clubs 
and could not control or regulate 
them. Why should those clubs have 
special privileges over the ordinary 
classes. Now was the time to take a 
stand before clubs were opened all 
over the province and’ they got beyond 
control. He would strongly protest 
against the incorporation of any: 
club in a small town wh’ere the sale 
of liquor was allowed.

Condition of Hotels.
Mr. Smith also raised a protest also 

to the condition of many of the small­
er towns, where it was impossible to 
get away from the aggravating pre­
sence of drunken men. He did noi « 
think any further licenses should be. 
granted until special places were pro­
vided for people who did not care to 
mix with drunken men.

Premier Rutherford said he oould 
assure the member for Nanton that 
he did not rise to oppose the incor­
poration bill of the Stavely Club. He 
agreed with the sentiments of the 
member for Camrose. These club 
incorporation, acts would have a pro­
vision that their acts would be sub­
ject to any general act of the Legisla­
ture.

J. R. Boyle said he heartily con­
curred with most of the remarks of 
the member for Camrose. His views 
upon the question he thought were 
right. " Dealing' with the legal sidje of 
the question, he thought it would be 
better if bars, as they were at present, 
were abolished and refreshment rooms 
with tables substituted. He thought 
the bare bars without chairs, where 
the patron had to go up to : a bar 
like a trough, were the greatest reason 
for the incorporation of many clubs 
in the province. Unless the govern­
ment would change the license laws 
in regard to hotel bars they should 
grant the clubs privilege to sell liquor. 
He had a petition for incorporation 
of a club, the sole reason for the or­
ganization of which was the fact that 
the clubmen did not want to go to the 
hotel.

J. A. McDougall, Edmonton, said 
"he had a petition from residents of 
Gleichen, protesting against the grant­
ing of a license to the club there. 
He strongly endorsed the remarks of 
the member for Camrose.

Dr. Warnock, Pincher, said that if 
the sale of liquor was to be allowed to 
clubs they should be put under :the 
same rule as hotel licenses.

Department ' ~ ‘it.
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