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REFORM CONVENTION.
At an enthusiastic meeting of the exe­

cutive committee yesterday, it was de­
cided to call a convention of Liberals at 
GODERICH on Saturday, October 16, 
at 1 p.m., for the purpose of nominating 
a candidate for the Dense of Commons. 
Let there be a grand rally. Every friend 
cf Reform and Program should turn out.

" Only ah Armor Bbarer"'—Tire Mail 
4» the prohibition .fight

The man who said he suspected some 
hotel-keeper had a hand in the Sart.ia 
Scott Aot dynamite cases now spells the 
“hand" with a big H.

The Tory press admit that Mr Blake 
has honesty, but he has no policy. Have 
they forgotten the headline cf the old 
copybook that “Honesty is the best 
policy.” That’s the kind of policy they 
need most at Ottawa.

Wg would ask our readerc who fellow 
agriculture to read the special of Hon. 
A. M. Ross, which appears in Second 
page. It is one that is full of common 
sense. Young men on the firm, 
especially, will be benefitted by the read­
ing of it.

WHAT’S UP?

Things That Are Happening 
Around Us.

The «hi Album—On the €enee*slon Line- 
About the Pioneers of the Huron Tract.

r Ms Mebedith has not yet repudiated 
the Afatf, nor has the Mail repudiated 
the unpatriotic course of Mr Mefèdith.

I Seel

The St. Marys Argus, which is suppos­
ed to keep a hundred eyes open for poli­
tical pointers, says :--“It will require 
even Sir John to successfully cope with 
Mr Cameron—and even then we don’t 
believe West Huron will go back on its 
record."

Petes X. Moves, of the Berlin -Yt-ics, 
writes that D. E. Cameron, a leading 
Young Liberal, “is as grey as a badger.” 
Heredity, deep study and the burning of 
midnight oil have forced many threads

—Mob be its the weather that has done 
it, but somehow or other I've another 
retrospective spell on, and my mird. 
keeps atravelling back, despite my level 
best efforts to hold it tightly in the 
tracts. I've been looking through a 
friend’s photograph album, and as I 
turned over the leaves, and gazed upon 
the pictures a feeling of sadness cam® 
over me. There’s nothing will make you 
forget today and think of the 1 mg ago 
like a well preserved album that has for 
years been the receptacle of pictures 
from dear ones—relatives, friends and 
even casual acquaintances. Yes, the 
pictures hold their familiar places in the 
album, but the originals are scattered to 
the ends of the earth, aye, and under the 
earth, and amid barren sands and be­
neath ocean’s depths. They are “Cross­
ing the river one by one," and we who 
are left but await the call to pass that 
way also. Heigho ! but its strangely

passed on. One by one the sons grew 
to manhood, and, like their sturdy sire 
sought after spheres of labor, there to do 
as their father had done before them ; 
and the daughter» having inherited the 
comely features and the winning man­
ners of the mother led captive etch the 
heart of a neighboring twain. The mar­
riages followed in due rotation, and in I

CAUGHT AT LAST.

Arrest and Committal of the 
'Alleged Sarnia Dynamiter.

Shrewd Work of Ike Detectives -History

of silver among the chestnut, yet we true that feelings of such deep sadness
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A typographical SBBOB in a business 
l announcement in the columns of our 
k cotera winds up with the words '"James 
I Mitchell, publisher of tar.” We ace now 
wh, he ia ao sniieua to pitch into The 
Signal.

know that he is only thirty-five years of 
age. Like kind words and our russet- 
haired editor, the eloquent young Luck­
now banker will never dye. Some of 
the Young Liberals may, like D. E. 
Cameron, have their hair whitened by 
early frosts, or, like Brother Gardiner, 
of the Hamilton Times, may be getting 
somewhat bald ; but no Young Liberal 
is a “boy" of the Beaty stamp.

We hope our fellow laborer in the 
cause of prohibition, the MaU, will rake 
np the Dominion Government for not 
forcing it* officials, the inland revenue 

' officers, to assist in tempérants work in 
| the manner laid down in the Cheada 
, Temperance Act. Under a Reform Gov­
ernment these officials will have to assist 

, .of retire. ",

The London Advert iter puts e truth in 
» few word* when it says :—“The Toroo- 

; tpjfait says it ia in favor of Prohibition. 
^ H is just about as sincere as Landry was 

la moving the resolution condemning the 
Government for hanging Risk But sup­
posing it was in earnest Docs it suppose 
that Prohibition will oome as long at Sit 
John is in power 1”

The papers which have been condemn­
ing the Ontario Government for not 
making any attempt to bring the anti- 
Scott dynamiters to justice should apolo­
gize. The provincial authorities have 
been looking op the authors of these out­
rages for several months, and one of the 
hardest of the crowd has been canght at 
Sarnia. The provincial government de­
serves the thanks of the temperance men 
and women of Ontario for its earnest 
action in looking after these matter».

Now that Sir John Macdonald has 
repudiated the Mail as the official organ 
of the Tory party, he might as well finish 
the job. He should repudiate Dalton 
McCarthy as the Brains of the party, 
and President of the Ontario Provincial 
Conservative Association ; he should re­
pudiate Hon. Tom White as a Cabinet 
Minister who cannot open bis mouth 
rithout putting bis foot in it, or whose 
'pictures” do not prove to be taking 

pictures at public meetings ; he should 
repudiate “Lucky” Thompson from Nora 
Scotia, for hi» inability to make success 
attend his electoral efforts ; he should 
repudiate the pure-minded and stainless 
Boultbee at » Tory organizer in close 
constituencies ; and he should repudiate 
his own past efforts to put race against 
race and creed against creed. If Sir 
John means to go in for repudiation, he 
will have his hands full during the re­
mainder of his natural life.

Never since Saul of Tarsus, yet 
breathing threatening» and slaughter, 
was stricken to the earth and changed in 
spirit before the gates of Damascus, has 
there been so sadden end unexpected » 
conversion as that professed by the To­
ronto Mail on the prohibition question. 
Small wonder ia it that the temperance 
press and people view with suspicion the 
Mail in its new character. Let us hope 
that, while, like Ananias, we offer the 
hand of fellowship, our confidence will 
not be misplaced. By the way, Ananias 
of Damascus.to whom the Hamilton Spec­
tator and our own pious contemporary 
facetiously liken the member for West 
Huron, was a man worthy of respect.

say. at that celebrated meeting at Cayuga, it 
knows what It is talking about. The Specta­
tor does not take anybody"» word (or it. It 
does not take Mr White ■ word for it. The 
Spectator was there In person and heard every 
word that was uttered, and Mr White did not 
say that Riel was one of the new saints of the 
Catholic church,—Hamilton Spectator.

Why doesn’t the Spectator tell os, 
then, what Mr White did say say 1 The 
Spectator knows well that what he said 
was in substance that the Quebec Catho­
lic* were patting Riel’* picture with 
those of their saintly men. Mr White 
ought to know what he laid. At Kings­
ville, in explaining his utterance at Ca­
yuga, he declared that “what he did say 
was that tl# g ople had been guilty of 
having had the portrait framed and hung 
up in their dwellings, tide by tide ivith 
pictures of saintly men, who are incentives 
to good living."

THE REASON WHY.
Thebe it a good deal of wonder on all 

aides at to the reason tor the sudden con­
version of the Mail on the Prohibiten 
question. Our own view of the matter 
ia that the affair is an experiment, the 
outcome of political expediency. The 
Ontario legislature, as at present constit­
uted, expires in March next. A new 
election must came off at or before that 
time—likely in February next, four 
years from the last provincial election. 
The time of the Dominion parliament will 
not run oat until August, and to Sir 
John Macdonald has the choice of bring­
ing on the elections for the Commons 
either before or after the Ontario provin­
cial elections. It ia said that the Do­
minion premier had decided upon an 
early appeal to the country, and that the 
writs had been prepared, the dates be­
ing left in blank. The plan has since 
been changed. The Mail has been in­
structed to try the effect of the prohibi­
tion cry ; and an endeavor will be made 
by hook or by crook to set some of the 
strong temperance men in the Liberal 
party against the Mowst government on 
this point. On the question ot provin­
cial rights the Tories stand nowhere. 
The Mail is to try prohibition as a feeler 
for the local election. If it gains votes 
for the Tories, the cry will be adopted 
more fully by the Dominion Govern­
ment. If it fails, then the Mail can 
jump back, and about at of yore for 
licensed whiskey, or wine and beer.

Yet the temperance!*use will get some 
benefit frem the Mail's prenunciamento 
in favor of prohibition, no matter how 
the politicians may intend handling the 
affair. The demand for a police magis 
trate oeght to get strength from the 
Mail's present attitude, and ao the cause 
of law and order will be helped.

The people in the Scott Act counties, 
however, have had too much experince 
of Tory license inspector* to wish for 
them again.

always pass through my mind when a 
neighbor will send around for my inspec­
tion the family album and say, “Ajax, 
old fellow, glance over the pictures and 
see if you recognize any old acquaint­
ances.” It doesn't make any difference 
whether I happen to be acquainted with 
the originals or not,the old, old story ap­
plies to be all—only a photograph repre­
sents, in many instances,the loved,the lost 
and mourned. Next to the family Bible, 
with its registration of marriage, births 
and deaths, the old photograph album 
should hold high place in the estimation 
of the family circles. But, there, I must 
stop sentimentalising, and narrate actual 
occurrences.

—The other day I took out old 
“Lightning” for a spin along the conces­
sion road. I don’t call him Lightning 
became of his swiftness, but because cf 
his erratic movements. Like myself he’s 
getting shortwinded and asthmatic, stiff- 
jointed and rheumaticky, slow of move­
ment and anxious for resting spells. 
Like me he can’t trot up hill any more, 
and the down grade jolts hit old shankt 
almost out of shape. It's hard upon the 
heads of all branches of living species 
when their best days are over, when the 
pleasures of youthful hope and nature oi 
fruition are past, when the balmy breeze 
of the younger days are gone, and the 
chill blasts of age sweep around us sound­
ing a mournful refrain as if it were the 
prelude of the funeral dirge. It makes 
no difference in the old horse what his 
past record has been, he is judged by his 
present gait ; and ao with the driver. 
Yesterday he may have ruled bulla and 
bears on Wall street—today he is but a 
unit in a village commonalty ; yesterday 
his voice may have been stentor in tone 
and roused enthusiasm in thousands to­
morrow he looks back upon yesterday 
with regret, and in piping tones laments 
that honors sre but a fleeting show and 
are more easily earned than kept.

—But what I started out to say was 
that as Lightning and I jogged quietly 
down the oonceaaion the other day, we 
were passed by an old grey mare with a 
buggy attached. A man apparently 
over seventy years of age, and a woman 
perhaps a few years his junior sat in the 
buggy, and as Lightning had his ambi­
tion stirred and kept up well behind the 
old grey, I had an opportunity to cogi­
tate upon the people before me. Yes, 
be was the husband and she the wife of 
his bobom. Fifty years before he had 
clasped her hand in his and vowed to 
love, to cherish and to protect her. She, 
on her part, had promised to love, honor 
and obey him, and well had she doneher 
part. When the Huron tract was new 
the sturdy bridegroom had come hither, 
with a sharp axe, a stout heart and a 
strong arm to hew out a home in the 
wilderness for her, and the girl-wife with 
confiding trust, had linked her lot with 
his, and left the parental home, the lov­
ed ones of the family circle,the blessings 
of civilization, and the pleasures of ease, 
so that she could indeed be a helpmeet 
for him in the home-getting and home­
making. They had thriven in their home 
in the west,eons and daughters were bom 
to them, and aa in the years that fol­
lowed the wilderness blossomed like the 
rose by their united labors, aided by the 
smiles of Providence, so also did child­
ren's prattle soften their arduous duties 
and add to their joys. And so the years

course of time the old homestead was de­
serted by the young briod, Then there 
was loneliness on the part of the old 
folk, and the farm became too large for 
them, and (he farmhouse became dreary 
and lonesome. And they sighed for 
rest, and sold the homestead retaining 
only a couple of acres, upon which they 
built a snug little cottage in which to 
pass their declining years,and a stable in 
which to keep the old grey mare at d the 
brindlo cow. Today they were return­
ing from paying a visit to the eldest 
daughter. llebbe there had been » 
wedding there and the old people had 
gone by invitation to let their presence 
by a beniaon upon the ceremony. The 
old man is still square-shouldered and 
brawry, but the little old woman at his 
aide looks as if she sadly required hie 
strong arm to support her for the re­
mainder of life’s journey. Her head is 
covered by a bonnet of dark texture, 
enveloped by a dark veil, but from be­
neath the back of the bonnet, a tress of 
thin silvered hair has escaped, which the 
autumns breeze causes to flutter on her 
shoulder. The fluttering silver tress 
catches the eye of her partner, and in­
stinctively as in the long ago he playful­
ly caresses it. The sight of the flutter­
ing lock of hair carries hie mind back to 
the sweet long ago, when she was blithe 
and bonnie, and when care and pain had 
not weakened her frame or bent her 
form. To him she is the same yester­
day, today and until death doe* them 
part. Others may see the wrinkles and 
the little withered figure bowed with the 
cares of three score and ten, but to him 
there ia no variableness from the time 
when the cherry-cheeked girl forsook her 
home and friends to share liis joys and 
sorrows in their forest home. The fires 
of fifty years ago have not been quench­
ed, and the love of the past still lingers. 
There seems to be an irritation in his 
eyes for a moment, doubtless owing to 
the slight flurry of dust which the pass­
ing breeze has raised, and he elevates 
hit hand to wipe away the moisture caus­
ed by the irritation. Then with hi» left 
hand he draws the rein on the old grey 
mare, and turns up the side line, and he 
and hit companion are lost to my visw. 
They are specimens of a class who arc 
now rapidly passing away—the old pion­
eers of Huron. Ajax

SIR JOHN'S OLD JOKES.
Mr Hardshell Tory and hit interesting 

family were taking tea the other even­
ing, when the conversation turned upon 
the recent speeches of the premier.

“Did it strike you, wife, that Sir John 
has not been telling any of those famous 
stories of hia this year ?"

“Yea, indeed," ahe replied, passing his 
third cup. “I noticed that while talking 
to the Indians on the reserve he never 
told that ridiculously funny anecdote 
about the old squaw who thought that 
‘a little too much whiskey was just 
enough.’ ”

“Exactly, dear,” said the husband ; 
“And I observed, too, that when he 
just popped in and smiled upon the 
Methodist conference that he didn’t tell 
the brethren he was‘a rum 'un to look at 
but rare 'un to go.’ ”

“And," put in Miss Hardshell Tory, 
who reads the Mail before she turns it 
into curl paper; “1 saw that at the open 
air meeting in London, he never told 
the story about the old Irishwoman who 
•had come twenty mile» to see him, and 
had left a better looking man at home.’ ”

Mr Hardshell Tory, jr., who divides 
his time between hunting for a rather 
backward moustache and looking for a 
Government positition, remarked: “And 
at the rink meeting, you know; he never 
said a word about the ‘best apple tree 
always having the most sticks and atones 
flung at it.’ ”

Master Hardshell Tory, whe has less 
reverence for the ühieftatn than the rest 
of the family have, shocked his relatives 
by remarking ; “I guess the old chap is 
a-scared of the chestnut bell !”

Sabnia, Sept. 26.—The arrest of Chat. 
A. Hand, proprietor of the Rossin House, 
on a charge of arson, and also with at­
tempting to blow up the residence of Mr 
J. G. McCrae with dynamite, ort the 9th 
June last, is the talk of the town. Hand 
was examined before Police Magistrate 
Campbell yesterday, and the evidence 
brought out produced a profound sensa­
tion.

THE CRIME.
It will be remembered that an attempt 

was made on the 9th of June last to blow 
up the residence of Mr J. G. McCrae. 
On the same date a dastardly attempt 
was made to set fire to the house of Mr 
Thomas Houston. Both gentlemen are 
prominently associated with the tem­
perance cause, and have rendered valua­
ble assistance in enforcing the Scott Act 
in the district The occurrence at the 
time excited considerable indignation, 
but all hopes of capturing the the perpe­
trators of the outrage were dee paired of 
until Friday night,when Hand was taken 
into custody.

WORKING UP THE CASE.
It appears that the Attorney-General 

placed the case in the hands of Ontario 
Government Detective Rogers, who sent 
a reliable assistant to work up the case 
on the spot. The detective, however, 
was spotted,and was succeeded by » first- 
class man, who went uuder the name of 
Billy Armstrong. He took up his abode 
at Hand’s hotel, and after a tew weeks ' 
became very intimate with the proprie 
tor. He suspected his host had a hand 
in the matter, but for over six weeks 
was unable to secure any confimation of 
bis suspicions. At last he succeeded in 
drawing » confession from Hand, who 
told him the names of the plotters.which 
included himself. Hand said the dyna­
mite was procured in Detroit, and that 
he set tire to the fuse.

At this stage of the proceedings a 
clever dodge was practised on Arm 
strong for the purpose of deceiving the 
party implicated by the confession of 
Hand. He was placed under arrest for 
refusing to appear when summoned to 
testify in a case for Infringing the Scott 
Act and mulcted in the sum of <50. A 
number of hotel-keepers were summoned 
by Inspector Palmer a few days ago fur 
violating the Canada Temperance Act, 
of whom was the prisoner Hand. He 
was seized with a desire to be revenged 
on the Inspector, and having matured 
his plans he took the detective into his 
confidence. He proposed to blow up the 
Inspector’s house with dynamite, and 
offered Armstrong, in whom he placed 
implicit confidence, $50 to assist him in 
the execution of hia evil design, at the 
same time intimating that he had dyna­
mite cartridges and detonators ready for 
immediate rise at Petrolea.

THE ARREST.
Rogers was acquainted with all these 

facta, and it MR* agreed that hia assistant 
should accompany Hand on hi* mission 
to Petrolea to teoure the implement of 
detraction. It wa* decided that they 
should return Friday night, and Rogers 
had a posse of police stationed at the de­
pot to receive them. On the arrival of 
the train Hand stepped on to the plat­
form, carrying under hit coat a bulky- 
looking parcel wrapped up in an old 
newspaper. On examination it was 
found to be a cigar box containing two 
half-pound dynamite cartridges and a 
fuse. Armstrong was also placed under 
arrest for the purpose of maintaining the 
deception "vhich be had so cleverly prac­
tised upon the unsuspecting hold-keep­
er.

Armstrong states that Inspector Pal­
mer’s house was to be blown up on 
Monday night. The whole affair was 
kept a profound secret during the time 
cf working up the case. The temperance 
party are greatly rejoiced at the triumph 
of Detective Rogers and his assistant, 
who managed their part with judgment 
and discretion.

THE EXAMINATION.
When the ease was opened yesterday 

before the P. M. the first witness called 
was Wm. Greer, who, to Hand's evident 
chagrin was hia supposed friend and con­
fidant “Billy Armstrong.” Detective 
Greer is Deputy High Constable for Sim 
coe, and comes from Barrie, Greer tes­
tified that Hand told witness he was go­
ing to Petrolea to get dynamite. Hand 
said Inspector Palmer was hard on the 
hotel men fir selling liquor, and they 
were going to get a man to blow him up. 
Witness went across the liver several 
times with the prisoner, who said he 
wanted to see the man who would fire 
the cartridge. However, he had not see 
his man, and prisoner asked the witness 
if he would do it. Prisoner offered him 
$25 to fire the cartridge. He said he 
would do it himself, but lie could net 
run. Witness understood that prisoner 
had a weak hip which prevented him 
running. Prisoner told witness that he 
(witness) could get away 200 yards be­
fore the explosion occurred, and he !

tel-keepere to arrange to get some 
person to blow up Palmer’s house. 
They went to Petrolea rn Friday, 
and stopped at Johnson’s Hotel. Befoie 
coming away witness asked Hand it he 
intended to get the cartridges. Hand 
replied that Johnson, who had just left 
them, was getting them. In a few 
minutes Johnston came in with a small 
box, which looked like a cigar box, 
rolled up in a piece of paper. Witness 
asked Johnson if that was the cartridge. 
Johnston replied,“Yes”. Johnson handed 
the box to Hand in presence cf witness. 
Hand said to witness, “You had better 
take this.” Witness replied that he 
would not carry the box, as he did not 
want to have anything to do with it. 
Prisoner said they had the matter 
arranged for Monday night to blow up 
Palmer, but he afterward stated that 
they bad come to the conclusion that it 
would be better to get some one from 
over the river to give Palmer a good lick­
ing. Witness and prisoner returned to 
Sarnia, when they were arrested. After 
they got into jail witness said to prisoner 
that lie intended to pay his fine $50 and 
get out. Prisoner asked him when he 
got out to go to Larry McFarlatie and 
tell him to get hia uncle down the riyer 
to claim the cartridge and eay that he 
(the prisoner) was just bringing it np for 
him. He also told witness that be threw 
the caps away when he got out of the cab 
in front of the jail. Prisoner said the 
cap» were rolled up in a piece of paper. 
Witness saw Detective Rogers pick up 
the caps.

At this juncture Detective Rogers pro­
duced the box containing the dynamite 
cartridges, which created quite a sensa­
tion. Witness identified the box as the 
one which Johnson gave to Hand before 
leaving Petrolea.

Joseph E. Rogers, Ontario Govern­
ment detective, indeutified the box pro­
duced in Toutt as the same which he 
found in hands of prisoner. It contain­
ed two dynamite cat rid gee and a piece of 
fuse packed in sawduet. The detective 
then told how he found the three detona­
tors.

John G. Johnson, the hotel keeper in 
Petro'ea, was brought to court by Inspec­
tor Palmer. Johnson said the prisoner 
Hand was interested in the hotel which 
ho ran. Band and Armstrong (Detective 
Greer) were at his hotel on Friday. Wit­
ness admitted that Hand had got two 
cartridges from him ; he saw Hand take 
them ; the** cartridges were packed in 
sawdust in a cigar box ; there was also a 
piece of fuse in the box which Hand got; 
had dynamite himself, but these parti­
cular cartridges were bought from Mr R. 
R. Bradley, a manufacturer in Petrolea, 
for the purpose of blowing up stumps.

THE SECOND CHARGE.

The Magistrate then read a second 
charge against the prisoner of blowing np 
the premises of Mr J. G. McCrae on the 
10th of June last.

Dectective Wm. Greer again took the 
stand, and related the confessions made 
to him by the prisoner Hand while they 
were driving from Petrolea to Sarnia a 
a couple of weeks before. Hand had told 
him that several hotel-men in the town, 
as well at himself, had hired a man from 
Port Huron to blow up McCrae’» resi­
dence. This man was paid $76 for his 
work. Hand told witness that the 
hotel-keepers of the town had left him 
to do all this business because he knew 
all the crooks in town.

Hand was committed without bail.

The Wheat Market.
The following is taken from the report 

of Hon. Edward Blake’s speech at 
Brighton:

He contrasted the conduct of the 
Tories in 1882, when prices were high, 
and they said the N. P. had done it, 
with that of the present year, when 
prices were low, and they would rather 
talk about something else. He proceed­
ed: If there is in this hall—and I hope 
there is- a representative of those 
staunch, honest Conservatives who 
believe that the Government can raise 
the price of grain, and that they have 
shown that they can, that it the man 
whose vote I count upon with the roost 
perfect certainty. For I ask him—I ask 
you—what politicisl punishment can Jbe 
can be mean enough for the Government 
who say they can, and that they have 
shown th^1 can, raise the price of wheat 
to $1 40, yet let it drop back to 70o ?”

The Mayor of Loudon has withdrawn 
his charges against the hospital doctor, 
Belton, and has shaken hands with the 
reinstated medico. There was a bigger 
explosion over that tooth-powder than if 
it had bean gunpowder “Hands all 
’Round."

BslfUt.

Hugh McCroatie left on Saturday last 
for a short visit to Dakota.

John Lougheed has re-shinglei his 
hotel.

Mrs Moses Thompson, of Kinloss, is 
visiting her parents this week at R 
Bradford’s.

Fall wheat looks remarkably well in 
this vicinity.

U A Mackenzie has been re-engaged 
as teacher in our school at an increase of 
salary.

Mr and Mrs Paul Switzer left last 
week on an extended visit to friends in 
the Western States.

Daniel Alton, of Algonia, ia spending 
a few weeks under the parental roof, 
revisiting the scenes of hit youth.

__ _________ _______ _ ___ A number of the farmers in this rioi-
(prisoner) would keep his hotel open for nity are busily marketing their grain, 
him to run to after he tired the fuse. S Alton has the job of gravelling a 
Prisoner said : “If you put the cartridge part of 10th con., near Belfast, which 
under the house it will blow the house was badly needed.
up ; if you put it outside under the 
porch or veranda, it will break the 
windows and shatter the outside of 
the building.” Prisoner afterwards 
said there was to be * meeting of ho-

A number from this locality attended 
the different shows at Toronto, Guelph, 
and London,

The Signal fifteen months for $1.60,


