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Parliament -Building 
Destroyed, Canada’s 
Pride Reduced to 
Ruins, Sudden and 
Fatal Conflagration.

Canada's Parliament building 
at Ottawa, the finest Gothic 
structure in America, .was de
stroyed by fire last Thursday 
night. By the time the fire 
was brought under control, Fri
day morning, not much beyond 
blackened walls and smouldering 
ruins were left of the magnificent 
edifice, which had been the forum 
of the peoples representatives for 
half a century. The House of 
Commons was in session when the 
conflagration started at 8.50 p.m 
By midnight hope had been 
abandoned of saving any portion 
of the wings eXfcept the Par
liamentary library. The fire is 
believed to have been the work of 
incendiaries and General Sir Sam 
Hughes, Minister of Militia, 
issued orders to the militia, 
are on guard duty at every point 
of ingress and egress on the 
Canadian border, to exercise the 
utmost vigilance so that no per 
sons might pass without thoroughly 
accounting for themselves. Th 
Dominion police were also notified 
everywhere and the United States 
authorities were apprized of the 
occurrence at Ottawa, so that 
every effort will be made to pie- 
vent the escape of any persot s 
suspected of participation in the 
firing of the buildings. At one 
o’clock one of the walls of the 
building collapsed. Mr. W. S, 
Loggie, New Brunswick, was 
addressing the Chair, when the 
Chamber was startled by Mr. 
Glass, member for East Middlesex 
Ont. rushing in and shouting. 
“ The buildings are on fire.”

At once the startled members 
and a few membew the par
liamentary press gallery made for 
the entrances, followed by the 
Speaker and sergeant-at-arms, 
They were astonished to find the 
corridors filled with heavy dark 
smoke and the member* barely 
had time to grab their «oats, 
indeed most of them ran for safety 
bareheaded. Fortunately there 
were few visitors in the galleries, 
or the loss of life must have been 
appalling as it was almost im
possible for them to reach safety 
A half dozen soldiers who were in 
the publie gallery turned their 
khaki handkerchiefs in to respira
tors, seized a couple of their com
panions who were overcome and 
carried them down the stairway. 
They stated that they feared there 
was loss of life in this gallery as 
there Was a number of visitors 
there, and they believed they were 
overcome. They tried to locate 
them but in the black smoke and 
darkness they were unable to 
find them. Sir Robert Borden 
took command of the work of 
rescue and fire fighting but there, 
was little that could be done. At 
9.35 p. m. there was a loud deto
nation just to the west of the 
center of the main building where 
the Commons chamber is located 
The explosion was followed by 
the lifting of the roof and a flash 
of flame high into the sky. It is 
almost certain that the conflaga- 
tionis the work of incendaries and

Haeen, Rogers, Crothers and the 
rest were all either ih the chamber 
or in their offices nearby. A few 
seconds more and the Premier 
would have been caught. When 
the word of alarm was given 
The Speaker rushed to his own 
ipartment to find Madame Sevi- 
;ny. The flames spread so fast that 
they were cut oft" and were only 
rescued by jumping into a fire
man’s net. Several of their stafi 
were saved in the same way. Dr. 
Clarke of Red Deer reports that 
when he left the Common.1 
chamber there were still three 
members there. Dr. Clarke was 
rescued with the greatest difficulty. 
Thomas McNutt, of Saltcoates. 
had with him Dr. Cash 
member for Yorkton, whom ht 
bad carried out ii*Bi#%rin& ' Dr 
Cash was nearly ^suffocated but 
soon recovered. E. W. Nesbitt 
member for North Oxford, alst 
had a close call and he is badly 
burned and bruised. Hon. Marti i 
Burrell is very badly injured 
The skin has been burned ofi both 
cheeks and lie is suffering severly 
from shock. At 9.50 the center oi 
the main building was completely 
gutted and the west wing was a 
mass of flames. The firemen wen 
devoting their efforts to saving 
the east side which contains the 
beautiful Senate chamber and 
offices.

The fire started in the Com
mons reading room, and in a few 
minutes that section of the build 
ing near the reading room was i 
mass of seathing flame.

Some spectacular rescues were 
made in the section of the build 
ing near where the fire started 
There were many employees in 
the restaurant at the time, and 
the lower corridors filled with 
smoke so quickly that they were 
unable to get down the stairs 
They made their way, however 
along to the southwest corner and 
reached the window looking down 
on the front. They were soon 
noticed there, and from hundreds 
arose the cry : “ Don’t jump
ladders are coming. Major General 
Sir Sam Hughes, minister oi 
militia, was in the crowd at this 
point and he too helped gallantly 
in the work of rescue. It was very 
difficult to get the men and wo
men out here, as they were sixty 
feet above ground and there was 
not a fire escape to be seen. Fire 
Chief Graham’s men aided by 
members 'of the 77th Regiment 
and the city and Dominion police
men, rushed ladders up. For 
time it looked m though their 
efforts would be fruitless, as the 
flames licked up the intervening 
space in no time, and soon 
threatened the room in which the 
unfortunate employes had been 
trapped. The latter remained 
cool however, and in about fifteen 
minutes ladders were run up both 
sides of the room and they were 
able to scale down. Some of the 
firemen remained in the place long 
after they had saved those inside 
and suffered severely from smoke 
One or two crashes shook the 
place as the sections of the. too: 
collapsed, but the oerner remained 
intact

The library, an octagonal build 
ing, unsurpassed for beauty on 
the American continent, was 
fortunately saved with its most 
valuable contente. But the 
Speakers apartments, with their 
costly furniture and historic 
pictures were destroyed,

Two lady visitors of the Speak
er and Mrs Sevigny got lost in 
the maze of corridors in the 
Speaker’s chamber and were 
overcome by the smoke. They 
were taken out by the firemen, 
but were quite dead when dis
covered. They were Madame 
Bray of Quebec and Madame

Jardins; Plumber, and Robert 
Fanning; waiter. It is not im
possible that the list of fatalities 
may be enlarged.

The first steps toward the 
erection of the massive gothic 
pile that crowned Parliament 
Hill were taken in 1859 under 
the MacDonald-Cartier adminis
tration, and the governor-general - ^ below, Mr. McLean said he began 
ship of Sir Edmund B. Head, to feel stupified, but he realized 
after the decision of the' late that he had to keep going down 
Queen Victoria that the seat of and down. Finally he lost his way 
government should be perman- and had no idea where he was 
:utly located in Ottawa had going until lie recovered his senses, 
finally prevailed against bitter somewhat and discovered that a 
ipposition from a section of Dominion policeman had him by 
parliament. ^ the arm and that he was in the

The design of Messrs. Fuller cellar. He sent the policeman to 
and Jones was selected, and the ^ find MacKay, which he did and 
jontract awarded to Thomas he discovered the visitor from 
McGreevy at $384,500, this, Vancouver standing dazed and 
amount being later deemed in- ^ overcome by smoke on the floor 

adequate and increased. Work|a]

niain doors have been kept 
and guards have Been constantly 
on duty. How the CobSpirators 
succeeded la getting fa- is a 
mystery, but the hour wee the 
most favorable that could be 
chosen.

Almost all the ministers, Sir

broke out. He was in his room, ^ House met in the auditorium of 
No. 203, in the top story. He 
shouted, but his voice seemed to 
go nowhere. Mr. McLean seized 
the overcoates and with a friend,
Mr. W. D. McKay of Vancouver, 
made for the elevator, but the 
elevator was not running. By the 
time they reached the landing

was begun on December 20, 
1859, and in September, of the 
following year the corner stone 
was laid by the then Prince of 
Wales (the late King Edward 
VII), the whole of the new capi
tal being en fete for the historic 
«casion. Although completion

JT

Dominion Parliament

was expected by 1862, it was not 8eS8'on- estimates will pro
bably be tabled tomorrow. Theuntil 1866 that the building was 

far enough advanced for occupa
tion.

The architecture was of point- 
jd “Gothic” style, extrcmly 
jicturesque and at the same time 
massive and imposing in appear- 
mce. In deed, the House of 
Commons building was conced- 
jd to bo one of the most beauti
ful of its kin i in any of the 
world’s capitals. The outer 
facing of the walls was of local 
sandstone, while the dressiuçp- 
were in grey Ohio free stone,

The front facade of the Com
mons building was 572 feet in 
length and three stories in height 
The central tower was 160 feet 
in height, surrraounted by a crown 
and flags taflk The elevated 
position of the structure made it 
appear much higher, and lent to 
the imposing nature of the hand
some building.

Ten years ago extensive ad 
dirions were made to the western 
wing by the Laurier government. 
The Commons chamber was in 
the western wing of the building, 
and the senate chamber in the 
eastern extension. The building 
was roughly oblong in form, with 
the library of parliament con
nected by a vaulted passage to 
the centre of the block. The 
library was one of the show 
places of the dominion, holding 
on its shelves and in its vaults 
scores of thousands of books of 
all kinds, many of them of inesti
mable value. The fire, though 
starting in the reading room im
mediately adjoining the library, 
burned in the opposite direction. 
Hundreds of volumes which were 
stacked above the reading room 
were destroyed.

The remainder of the build
ing was occupied by offices, press 
rooms, restaurants, etc., all of 
which were destroyed or gutted.

The first session of parliament 
in the building was that of 1866, 
the year prior to Confederation, 
the session opened on June 8, an 
the iqidst of the first “Fenian" 
invasion. This—the first sitting 
of parliament in the new capital 
—was the last of the old regime. 
On the first of July, 1867, the 
Confederation of British North 
America was royally celebrated 
at Ottawa.

Ottawa, Feb. 2,—«The debate 
on the address in reply to the 
Speech from the Throne, ended 
today and parliament will now 
proceed with the business of the

it is confidently believed that tb^y 
are Germans. There has been fear; florin. Earliest accounts inti- 
of this for some time. All but mated that' the death toll was

infined to these two unfortun
ate ladles; but later intelli
gence enlarges the death roll. 
Those missing, in addition to 
these ladies are: Hr B. BL Law; 
Liberal member for Yarmouth 
N. S., Alphonsus Des Jardins; 
Dominion Policeman, Alfred Dee

dying hours of the debate pro
duced nothing unusual or un
expected. The ferocity of Messrs.
Pugsley and Car veil is a thing of 
the past, their charges and state 
menti have not stood the light 
of day and they take their place 
almost alone as the party trick 
sters of the Commons, eager to 
score a political gain out of their 
country’s travail. Subsequent 
speakers for the most part have 
shown themselves actuated by 
high patriotic ideals. The speaker 
in whom interest centered today 
was Hon. E J. Patenaude, the 
qew Secretary of State. He im 
pressed the House; he is fluent 
and he has the courage of his 
convictions. Mr Patenaude was 
one of the Quebec Nationalists 
who fought the naval policies of 
both the Liberals and the Con 
gervatives. “While supporting 
the ideas and principles of the 
Conservative party,” hç said 
“none the less I fought its mtval 
policy in all sincerity because I 
felt that I had to take that 
course as I have no hesitation in 
saying that since August 1914 I 
have endeavored to do all in my 
power to help the country and 
the government in efforts they 
are making to contribute to the 
defence of our common cause, the 
most sacred cause we have ever tn 
had to defend. The Secretary of ^position leader joined
State appealed to all men in the 
House to put aside a party drf- 
ferenoe, to work for the common 
cause of country. "If there has 
been any slackening of recruiting 
in the province of Quebec," he 
stated, "I say it is due in great 
measure to speeches we have 
heard in this House, speeches 
which have lowered public 
opinion at a time when the coun
try is passing through a peril- 
ous/time.” W. M. Martin of 
Reginia, who poses as a serious 
member of the House, allowed 
himself to express the cheap 
qlap-trap that the present govern
ment had never given the west
ern farmer a square deal, This 
brought Sir Thomas White to 
his feet and he had merely to 
point out what the government 
did last year to show W false 
was Mr Martin’s statement.
Although it was a time 6$. grekt 
financial strain, although Ni-wia 
the duty of the provincial govern
ments, the Dominion govern
ment advanced, without hesi
tation, no less than thirteen mil- 
Ifon dollars for seed grain, food 
and fodder to the settlers m the 
drought-stricken areas. The 
provincial governments have 
been unable to bear the strain 
and refused to do so.

Letet accounts of the conflagra
tion show that Mr. Laplante, 
assistant clerk of the House lost 
his life. This brings the number 
of fatalities up to seven.

A man named Strong 
arrested at Windsor, Ont., He 
left Ottawa Thursday night fey d 
C. P.R. train for Western Canada. 
Suspicion was directed to hjffi 
and on examination, papers were 
found in - his possession which 
Seemed to indicate that he had 
Something to do with the fire,

Mr. A. A. McLean, M. P. had a 
narrow escape when the fire-

thft Victoria Memerial Museum,,a 
spacious theatre which will serve 
as the Commons Chamber for 
the rest of the session, and may 
be used also for the Senate-, sit
tings in the mornings. The 
scene presented in the assemb
ling of this extraordinary sitting 
stands probably without parallel 
in the history of legislatures. 
The auditorium had been hastily 
transformed by officials of the 
Public Works Department into 
the resemblance of a legislative 
chamber. Some few pieces of 
furniture had been saved from 
the Senate wing, including the 
massive chair occupied by H. R 
H. the Governor General. This 
chair was placed upon the stage 
for the speaker. The stage itsell 
was draped with flags and carpet 
ed, and in the body of the hall 
seats had been arranged for the 
members, with desks for the 

ter and t,
e Opposition. Tn

the Museum building the mem
bers gathered for the meeting of 
the House, without offices com
mittee rooms or lockers. They 
stood around and waited for the 
customary bell.

But there was no bell.
Instead the Sergeaht-at-arm s 

shouldered the Mace saved from 
the Senate. (The Commons 
Mace is gone) and walked into 
the theatre followed by speaker 
Sevigney. The little procession 
which is wont to proceed in much 
State from the speakers apart
ments was made up in the lobby 
The speaker, instead of his cus
tomary robes of black silk and 
his three cornered hat, wore i 
borrowed suit of tweeds and no 
hat at all. He took his seat on 
the stage and opened the sitting. 
T.ie members grouped themselves 
t > the right and left of the hall 
a id a large crowd of spectators, 
H mse attendants, etc., thronged 
t ie galleries running round the 
a iditorium.

The sitting lasted for thirty- 
five minutes only but it will be 
remembered always by those 
who took part in it or witnessed 
it. The Leaders and members of 
tite House labored under pro 
found feeling. The disaster of 
the night was still in their minds, 
and before them was the empty 
chair of one of those who had 
gone. Sir Robert Borden, whose 
own escape from the burning 
building had been narrow, spoke 
of the catastrophe with deep 
emotion, particularly in hie re 
fere ne es to the loss of life and to 
the destruction of a great-historic 
monument. Even more marked 
was the emotion with which the

in the
of condolence to those 

who bad been bereaved, and in 
reference to the stately building 
which had been, in a true sense 
bis home for forty years. Sir 
Wilfred’s voice wavered |and 
broke as he spoke of the two 
young women whose lives had 
been given up in the tire. Young 
happy wives, young happy 
mothers, bright as tfoe fecks in 
the blue sky of the morning." 
Apart from the speeches of the 
two leaders, the House did no 
business except the formal adopt 
ion of the resolution which had 
been under debate at the time of 
the flrer a motion by Mr Clarence 
Jameson of Digby for an investi 
gation with a view to the de
velopment of a home market for 
fish.

The House then adjourned till 
Monday.
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Overcoats 
Worth to $14 50 
Clearing at

$8.99

Ottawa, February 4—“It will 
stand out as a good example of 
the Canadian spirit of determin
ation if we proceed at once with 
the public business and carry oh 
our work without any unnecess
ary delay.” Sir Robert Borden. 

was “A new and more splendid build
ing on the site of the old histor
ic Parliament Building.,,-*^ 
Robert Borden. "We shotïüfe'go 
On at once with the business of 
the country'.”—Sir Wilfred Laur
ier. These declarations uttered 
under the shadow of disaster and 
of death mark the determination 
of the Government and of Par
liament to proceed with the 
business of the session in such 
temporary and partial accomo
dation as can be provided. The

Jtove 0. 6. R. Time 
Felder.

The feet issue of the Canadian 
Government Railway* time folder 
appears in a new dress, and an 
attractive one at that.

On the frontcover the words 
“Canadian Government Rail 
ways” are shown in prominent 
and distinctive lettering with 
pronounced Initials, A centre 
design shows a combination of 
the coat-of-arms of the various 
provinces, followed by the names 
of the Intercolonial Ry., Trans 
continental Ry., now merged into 
Canadian Government Railways.

The back cover has a repeti 
tion of the name of the railways, 
the centre design being a strik 
ing monogram mic arrangement 
of the initial leWrs C. G, R,. 
followed by the principal 4er 
minai points, Halifax, Sydney, St. 
John, Charlottetown, Quebec, 
Montreal, Cochrane, Winnipeg.

A striking red has been used 
for the cover, headings and rules, 
the text being ‘printed in black.

Included in the time folder is a 
map showing the railways now 
under Government operation.— 
Montreal Gazette.

The Man who wants a smart w^rm well made Overcoat
for a very little price, should see this week end special.

There s a limited quantity—a dozen in al1. There are tweeds, 
mostly in fancy browns and greys. There are double breasted and 
single breasted models. There are sizes from 35 t-> 40 ch-st measure. 
The coats are halt belted and each have the 
values run to $14.50, ^

Bltir ON E FOR XIGHTNIN RT^tHffE.
THESE OFFERED FOR CASH ONLY.

o me-tilde collar. The

»

Here is a Eighty Interesting Sale of 
Womens’ Jilew Coats in Full Swing 

' Here today.
THIS SALE OF COATS FOR WOMEN OFFERS YOU A CHANCE TO GET 

HOLD OF A HANDSOME WINTER COAT—right now before the real cold weather 
commences—at prices lower than the factory would charge you for the garments. There 
are three classes into which this great offer in colored coats is divided. And here they 
are—

$8.5o $13.00
Fifteen Dollars for Coats that are Worth to $22.00]

For Coats Worth up to $12.50
Curl Cloths and Tweeds in all styles, all 

good colorings, all s:zes. This is simply a 
wonderful bargain in handsome,, low priced 
coats. This lot includes garments worth- to 
$12.50. TODAY ami TOMORROW *8 56

For Coats Worth up to $16
The Coats in this section are nearly all 

Tweeds. They are new this season. They 
are all handsome, smart garments. They 
hre garments worth to $\6oo. TODAY and 
TOMORROW........... ..................

These Coats are all new. They are made of handsome all 
wool cloths. Chinchifias, Zibelines and Tweeds. The styles 
are right, and the range of sizes will suit everybody, Get 
yourself a $22.00 Coat lor $15,00.
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We carry a big stock of everything 

for the office. Blank Books. Ledgers, Cash 
Books, Day Books. Bill Books, Letter 

Books, Files, Binding Cas» Bill Files» 
Letter Files, Aôcôunt PaperTcarbonPi 

per, Typewriter Paper, Typewriter Rib
bons, Account Pads, Letter & Note Pads, 
Inks, Pens, Pencils, Rulers, Blotting Paper,

i r X
Erasers, Note Paper, &c., &c.

One Million Envelopes
In Stock, all sizes, all prices. Come to us 

for your office Needs. Lowest Prices.

Wholesale and Retail.
J

Local and Other Iter
The resolution extending 

term of the Dominion Parlian 
for one year, passed the Hous 
Commons yesterday unanimq
iy.

It is reported at Paris 
several Swiss factories wfi 
have been supplying munitil 
to the Allies have been threathl 
ed with destruction.

An Austrian arms factory, 
Skoa Works at Pilsen, Boher 
has been partly destroyed 
the result of an explosion, 
cording to a despatdh frd 
Bucharest, Roumania.

The steamer Onward Ho j 
missing in Northern Britd 
Columbia waters with a crew I 
thirty-seven men. Storms sq 
prevail in the Province and a fa 

rttett"Ht Vfeaeouver pa
4th.

What is believed to be 
attempt to. wreck Victoria Bridl 
Montreal was frustrated 
guards early Saturday morninl 
A man seen where he had 
right to be was fired on, bj 
escaped.

R. A. Pringle and Judge Md 
Tavish, Ottawa, have been selecl 
ed as commissioners to invest! 
gate the Parliamentary fire. The! 
were chosen by the Premier anl 
the Leader of the Opposition and 
will make their own arrange 
meats for opening the hearing.

King George on Saturday 
made his first public appearance 
since hè suffered injury from ad 
accident while reviewing. ■ the 
British troops in France las| 
October. His Majesty attende 
a solemn requiem service in hon-l 
or of the soldiers who have fallen 
in the war.

It is predicted at Ottawa thatj 
the Parliamentary session will - 
over within six weeks or two 
months. The original . sessional 
programme will be followed bud 
the fire seems to have taken any 
rancorous spirit out of the mam-l 
berS'Omt snaBoth sailing is ex-] 
pec ted.

Messrs. J. P. Morgan and Com-] 
pany of New York, having-sut 
scribed twenty thousand dollars I 
to the Canadian Patriotic Fund 
the Minister of Finance, honor-] 
ary treasurer of the Fund, jha 
written Messrs. Morgan and 
Company expressing the warn 
appreciation of the fund for their I 
generous donation.

The Sam Brown, a PiCtsbur 
steamboat, sank within a fer 
minutes after bar boilers explodd 
ed in- the Ohio River opposit 
Huntington West Verginla. 
great majority of the members of 
the crew, approximately thirty! 
are believed to have perished! 
Not more than six survivor 
reached the Ohio side of the river 
following the explosion. Da-|

!
ris from the boat lauded on both| 
ides of the river. The boat w< 
down to pieces and sank immedll 

athly.

The annual statement of unf 
claimed bank balances has bee 
presented to the Dominion partie 
ment and shows that no less than 
$61,518 is held by the bank! 
under his head. There is a furth] 
er amount of $914,944 account 

l-anpaid . checks.. 
largest balances are those of t 
Montreal City and Distrio 
Savings Bank, -Ê118.794; th| 
Bank of Montreal, 8103,809 
Bank of British North Americ 
891,934] Union Bank $85,771] 
Bank of Commerce, $78,560 
Royal Bank, $54,345; Bank 1 

Hamilton, $47,701.

9

The anthracite coal Joperotioij 
rejected in New York on the 8r 
the demands of their miners fa 
a twenty per cent, increase 
wages, complete recognition 
the United Mine Workers’ 
America, a year working ag 
ment, an eight hour day an 
changes in the methods of fixic 
wages. The operators prop 
that if the differences cannot 
settled by the “interested partie 
themselves, they be submitted ! 
the Board of Conciliation pn 
vided for in the award of tfl 
Anthracite Goal Strike Cofl 
mission of 1902. The mines 
demands were formulated la 
September at Wilkesbarre, Pj 
and were ratified last week 
United Mine Workers’ Convel 
tion at Indianapolis.


