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In its issue of Novémber 22, 1907, ‘‘ The Pioneer,”
which is the leading Prohibition organ of Ontario,
rests the whole case for Local Option upon these words:
“Owen Sound is the largest towii under Local Option
in Ontario. If Local Option leads to busiyess depres-
sion, to increased drinking, to incteased lzw violation,
as the liquor interests declare it will, those results
would have been felt in Owen Sound.” ‘In other
words—if Local Option is a success anywhere, if
Local Option ever had a fair test, it is in Owen Sound. Here is the TRUTH about what
Local Option has actually done for Owen Sound :

“Local Option
is a failure in
Owen Sound”

It Has Hurt Trade
Local Option has NOT

lessened drunkenness
has NOT improved busi-
ness nor the financial
position of the people
generally. Neither has
it improved the moral
tone of the citizens as a
whole, but, on the con-
trary, Local Option HAS
INJURED LOCAL
TRADE and loweredthe
moral well-being of very
mﬂn}'.

“We, the undersigned, citizens of the town of Owen Sound, beg to
state that Local Option has not resuited in the lessening of drunk.
enness or the use of intoxicating liquors since it came into force in
this town. We believe that, as compared with the working
of the Ontario Liguor License Act, Local Option is a failure.
Despite the diligent efforts of a most capable Government License
Liquor Inspector, drunkenness is unquestionably far more prevalent
amongst young men and boys, and far more open, especially on
Sundays, than under the Ontario Liquor License Act.”

“Dated November 27th, 1907.” (Signed)
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““I consider Loca! Option detrimental to the best interests of the town from a business
peict of view, as it has created discord and set up one portion of the town against the other.
Creates From a moral or temperance standpoint, I consider it the worst blow the temperance
s cause ever had in the town. | beheve it ylll take a great many years before the
Dlscord sympathy of the people as a whole can again be secured through temperance move-
ments, such as we had before Locai Option was carried.
It has created more drinking among young men than there ever was in the town under a good license system.
The arguments advanced when Local Option was advocated that the working classes would have more
money to spend in foodstuffs have been proven to be absolutely wrong, as it has not been the case at all.”
J. R. BROWN, Secretary Board of Trade, Owen Sound.

CAEY AND BRUCE PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY,

OF SHALLOW LAKE, Limzo.
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Here are represented the important industries of Owen Sound—concerns employing nearly
1,500 men—the Mayor, a prominent banker, a leading firm of barristers, well-known men in
the fruit and produce trades—the business backbone of the community. They KNOW that
Local Option is a FAILURE. They KNOW it increases drunkenness, increases debt,
demoralizes the young, promotes lawlessness, retards progress.  In the face of their positive
statements, can you believe Local Option would work any differently where YOU live?

If YOU vote for local option
you help debauch YOUR town
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