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- RUSSIA RETREATING BEFORE
'THE - JAPANESE FORCES.

Seyeral

Small — Engagements

Fought on the Yalu.

Japs Now Established in South-
; ern Manchuria.

London Cable says.—In the ab-
sonce of any sort of confirmation
ot the rumored engagement be-
tween the Japanese’ equadron and
the Russian Vliadivostock sguadron
attention is more fixed upon the re-
poried operations hetween the Yzlu
River and Mukden, regarding which
the stories are more precise and
more persistent, but even these ap-
pear to rest entirely upon Chinese
accounts.

The Government at Tokio main-
tains its customary silence. The
Japaneso Legation here hes no
nenws.

A despateh to the Daily Telegraph
states that the Japanesz have ad-
vanced from tte Yale River, an 1 have
captured Ferg-Wang-Ch-ng. They
have driven the Russians . irom '1~'lc
vicinity of that town to the Ta-
Kung-Ling eastern pags, and arc
now 1n force seventy miles east of
New-Chwang. Thoere are 35,000 Ru: -
slans strongly eatrencl at Liao-
Yang and Hal-Ciwng, whore o bat-
110 1s imminent. Small engagemencs
have been fought, the Russians re-
ireating with loss. The Japanese
are using the saome tactics and are
advanecing along the same »ro.ulo
employed 1n their war with ljlm_m.

A Tien-T:in despateh says: Cir-
cumstantial repores from  various
sources confirm the report that the
Japanese have established them-
gelves 1n Scathern Manchuria. It is
stated that they have captured
Feng-Wang-Che2ng, reius.ng the Rus-
sians with loss, but there has been
no éengagement on a great scale.

Convince:ng riports have reached
Ying-How that the Japanese =
advancinz westward from l.hc :
River, and are now about 50 miles
northwest of Antung: According to
native accounis there has been
fighting. Th> Rus ians at New-
Chwang and in that neightorhood
are acting as il they exp cted an
attack. : i

A despatch to tho Times from Wei-
Ilai-Wei says it is reported on good
authority that there has been 2 col-
lision between the Japanese and Rus-
sians near Ilaiju, resulting in the re-
treat of the Russians.

'"he Tokio correspondent _of the
rimes says that the Russian ad-
vance south of Possiet DBay con-
tirues. y

The Times alone reports the fight-
ing at Haiju, which i» presumably
about sixty miles north of Seoul.

Conservative opinion. here is that
whatever probability attaches to the
various stories they cannot at pres-

ent be regarded as other tlian ru- |

mors. :

To some of the military critics it
ie inconceivable that Japan can
really have executed such an unex-
pected and suecessful turning of the
Russian position on the Yalu River,
which it is thought would have ne-
cessitated the employment of a much
larger force than it is believed Jap-
an can possibly have at this p(nut.A

The Daily Telegraph says that if
ithe, news of this strange and mar-
\(“(‘HH collapse of Russian power on
land ie true, there is nothing to pre-
vent the Japanese from seizing Muk-
den and the railroad. There hae
been nothing -to compare with this
move since Napoleon staggered Eur-
ope by appearing in the plaihe of
1taly from the Alps. its elfect
throughout the East will be sta-
pendous.

The Standard’s: Tien-Tsin corres-
pondent says that the Japanese au-
thorities for some time suspected
that information of their movements
and pians was being supplied to Rus-
gia. The traitor seems to have been
digcovered in a well-known Japanese
forwarding agent in Tien-Tsin, who
wue arrested last Monday. He ecom-
mitted suicide in the military pri-
gon to-day. Several other Japanese
are suspected.

Washington Hears Confirmation.

Washington Despateh — The Gov-
ernment here has received advices
by cable from Chifu, opposite Port
Arthur, to the effect that the Jap-
anese land forces have appeared at
Fung-Wang-Chang and Tashan. No
detailg are furnished. The first named
place is about 45 miles north of An-
tung, in Mauchuria, and the Iat-
ter is a few miles inland from the
mouth of the Yalu Riwer, aceording
to the caiculationg of the naval of-
*icers here. They believe that this
movement has placed the Japanese
on the Russian flank, and perhaps in
the rear and on their line of com-
}mmicu,tion.

MOVING SOUTHWARD.
i i
Russian Forces Approaching the
Japanese Main Army.

Tokio, Cable says—The Ruezsian
force which have been reported near
the Tumen River, on the
eastern frontier of Corea, are, ac-
cording to the latest advices from
the front, apparently advancing
southward, The scouts have arrived
at Kyojo, six miles north of Gen-
san.

Work on t! ¢ (ro; osel roilway from
Sesul to Wija bad been bezua by the
Japa e-e Govir ment. Yom: m:t rial
from the Seoul Fu:an line are avai=
able, and a temp rary line will, it 's
exje ted, b2 compl tel in about sx
montns,

T ¢ Russitn au horiti-s have elear-
cd the houses for'a dstance of s v-
eral m'l 8 near the I'ne of the Man-
churian Railway at Liao-Yang, and

north- |

will use them as barracks for troops
about to arrive there.

TO ABANDON NEW-CHWANG,

Russians Will Not Wait the Japanese
Arrival.

London Cable—A despatclf to
the Morning Post from Shanghai
says that the Russians are not pre-
paring to lold Naw-Chwang, which
probably w.ll b2 occup’ed by the Jap-
anese as § 01 as the ice allows navi-
gation, which is expected 1o be abcut
March 18 The Japanese mobilization
is proceeding mocthodically and witn-
out undue haste. Lvcrything points
totle ma'n forc2 being landed wome-
where between Port Arthur and the
mouth of the Yala River. A pecond
expedition 1s being sent (o New-
Chwang. It 1: there’cr: p oball2 that
the Russ'ans wili witidraw from the
Yalua and concentrate at a position
more suited for meeting an attack.
The correspondent repeats the state=
ment that th> Russiins intend to
leavej P_rt Ar.hur to save itsell.

A Harbin despateh to the Chron-
icle says that the sea continues to
be very rough in the Gulf of Pe-
chili, which is swept by constant
storms. All the unoccupied men in
Port Arthur are being employed in
the construction of defence works.
The» -Chinese officials in Southern
Manchuria sometimes refuse to sell
food and forage to the Russians on
the pretext of China's neutrality. It
i= reported that 200 Japancse are
at Shan-Hai-Kwan wearing Chinese
uniforms. The Japanese are distrib-
utiny in China broad sheets represent-
ing Port Arthur as being completely
destroyed and occupied by the
Japanese. 3

A despateh  from St. Petersburz
enys that the landing of Japanese
at Gensan Is going on day and night.
A majority of the troopilanded there
arc going to Ping-Yang. The number
is kept secret. The Coreans, accord-
irg to the despatch, complain of the
proceedings of the Japanese, and
many of them are taking refuge in
Russian territory. where there are
several Corean villages. It is be-
lieved in St. Petersburg that the
Japanese will take the offensive gen-
erally as soon as they are able.
Russin’s role wili be long confined
to the defensive, barring 1ihe en-
emy’s advance.

Crop of War Rumors.

London Cable says—Among the va-
rious rumors printed in th2 absence
of any known happin.ngs is a Yin-
Kow report tkat the Japaneee are
advarcing upon  Teng-Huan-Cheng,
between Mukden and the Corean
frontier. This comes from Chinese
tources. It Is siated, and is par-
tially admitted by the Russians at
Yin-Kow, although it is officially
disputed, and is not confirmed from
any other tources, that the Russians
in Northern Corea ar: gradually but
<oastantly wi hirawing to th> Yaln
River. It is staied in Chinese offi-
cilal aquarters in Shanghai that the
nval armies are likely to meet atl
the Yalu River in three or four
days.

A de<iateh from Tokio states that
it has been finally decided that only
fifteen correspondents  will be al-
lowed to accompany the army in the
field, nine of them being British, live
Americans, and one of another na-
tionality.

The Japanese have taken posses-
sion of ‘the 'whole of the Elliot group
of iislands, and are using them as
aj base for their torpedo boats.

Al report from Chefoo states that
fifteen Japanese warships and four
torpedo boats have been sighted
from there, - heading for New-
Chwang.

A Shanghal correspondent says
that the Russia defences to check
the Japanese advance in Manchuria
insnde an unbroken line of eartk-
works [rom Keuiping to Liao-Yang.

JAPS' FLEET DEPARTS.

Long Official Despatch From Admiral
Alexieff.

St. Petersburg Cable says—Viceroy
Alexiéff has sent the Czar Lhe [¢l-
1>wing messag:, dat d Mutden, Marc,
8: “1 have the honor to communi-
cate to your Majesty the following
details of the events of March 6:

“The enemy's squadron approached
Vladivostock towards 11 o'clock in
the morning, having passed near
Askold Island. After several man-
ocuvied, which involved changes. in
the squadron’s order of battle, two
cruisers were left to the north of
the island, and the remaining ves-
sels of the squadron Steamed along
the coast of Ussuri Bay, parallel to
the shore, and keeping about fifteen
versts (approximately ten miles)
therefrom. Upon arriving off Mount
“t. Joseph and Ussuri Bay Battery,
the squadron, preserving the same
order, made towards the battery,
The ships opened fire from
sides, evidently first
cartridges, in order to warm their
ouns.
tance of eight versts (approximately
5 1-3 milés) from the shore, the lead-
ing phip opened fire with her for-
ward gune, and then the entire squad-

| Ton steamed along the shore, firing

their port guns as they went.

“The eitemy did not fire while turn-
ing. After the third turn the squad-
ron at 2.25 pm. cecased firing and
steamed off to the southward, about
ten miles to the right of Askold Is-
land, finally disappearing at 35.30
pm

“In all, the enemy fired about 200
shells with no effect. No dagnage was
done to the fortress or the entrench-

parte of the fortifications the dam-

{ ferred to is that issued to the Euro-

both |
using blank !

|

= 2IT thur prior to a formal declaration
At 1.5 p.m., when at a dis- hur p

ments, and in town and at other
age was insignificant.

“The garrison is in excellent spir-
its, and the operations of prepar-
ing the batteries for action were car;
ried out in perfect order.

‘“According to reports of the events
of March 7, the enemy’s squadron
reappeared at 8 o'clock in the morn-
ing near Vladivostock. They enter-
ed Ussuri Bay and proceeded along
the coast without opening fire. The
squaaron then returned and headed
for Cape Gamova (Possiet Bay),
which it reached at 3.40 p.m.

“The enemy finally turned off when
opposite Pallas Bay, and departed
in a wsoutherly direction.”

N - \
SEA FIGHT IMMINENT.

Believed the Japanese and Russian
Squadrons Will Meet.

8t. Petersburg Cable says— The
wkhereabouts of Capt. Reitzenstein’s
Vladivostock squadron is care-
fully_ guarded by the military au-
tl.on!ieq, but there is a strong im-
rression here that when the seven
Japanese warships appeared off the
l.urbpr Sunday and yesterday the
Russian  squadron was out-
side, perkaps down = the eoast,
cp-operating with the Rus-
sian land force near the mouth of
the Tamen River. Il the Russians
were outside and the Japanese defli-
nitely ascertained that fact, a big
«e1 f ght 18 probably imminent, as it
s cons dered ¢ rtiin that in that
case the Japaneseé fl et w.l. i: 01 and
off Vladivos.ozk, to provent the Rus-
siane’ return, giving battle il the
Russians are caught in the cpen sea.
All the harbors alonz the coast in
which the Ruossianse might s-ek refuze
are [rozen, and the squadron must
eveutualy h: forced 10 return to
Vladivostock for ¢dal. Although the
Japanece scuadron is sup:rior in
numbers and guns, consisting of a
battleship and four armored cruis-
ers, two of which are believed to be
the Idsumo and the Yakumo, and
two unarmored cruisers, the four ar-
mored crulsers undzr Capt. Retzen-
stein, the Rossa, Gromoboi, Rurik ard
Bogatyr, are among the finest ves-
sels in the Russian navy, constitut-
ing s'#ter ships of the homogeneous
fighting units, and experts here are
zot certain that they could not take
the meagure of Rear Admiral Uriu's
ships. e et T

1T0 DEFEND NEW CHWANG.

Russians Receive Several Additional
Heavy Guns.

Yin-Kow, Cable says—The British
Consul strongly and officially urges
the foreign women and children to
leave New-Chwang ore the river
opens. The British' station gunboat
Espiegle will leave as soon as pos-
sible, and will not be replaced. 'The
family of the United States Consul,
Mr. Miller, will leave to-morrow.

It is understood that the neutral
powers will not embarrass Japan by
the presenc: o: warships in the river
here, and therefore neutral interests
at New-Chwang will be officially'
abandoned.

'H!'(_} tension amongst Russ.ans ajlso
contipues. There are circumstantial
native rcp rts of lightltg east of tae
railroad, and th-or: is incication of a
Japanese advance.

It is reported that the action of the
Russians in ordering New Chwang to
be fortified was gue to the wita-
drawal of the foreizn warships, 1hus
removing the l:st possibility ol the
neutralization of this port. The Rus-
sans received hy train this morning
two five-‘nch sicg? guns and two siN-
poupder howitzers. They were un-
loaded at tte New-Chwang ra'lroad
station.

WILL QUITE FIN SH.

War to Continue Until a ** Logical
Conclusion ” is Reached. ™

Paris Cable — The St. Peters-
burg c<orrespondent of the FKigaro
telegraphs that he interviewed Gen.
Sakharoff, the Minister of War,
The Minister said the concentra-
tion of Russian troops in the Orient
was progressing in the most satis-
factory manner. The minimum nu-
ber concentrated there would be
400,000. He considered that the
maximum Japan would be able to
land would be 200,000. Russia would
require a moirth to comglete the
iransportation of the troops. No-
thing serious could occur in Man-
churia within the next six weeks.
He insisted that the subject of re-
provisioning the troops and garri-
sons would create no uneasiness.
He believed that Japan had landed
100,000 troops in Corea already.

The General added—‘'The war will
last until a logical and necessary
conclusion Las been reached ; for
1 do not tLink the Russians are_ in
a' mood to stop before quite finish-
ing. I know. nothing of any plan of
withdrawing the troops behind
Port Arthur gnd leaving the place to
defend itself.”

Russia’s Protest Valid.

vienna Cable says—It is rumored in
diplomatic cireles that all the Cab-
inets have informed Russia that they
rogard the Russian -protest in the
note of the 22nd of February against
Japan's proceedings as justified by
international law. The protest re-

pean powers protesting that Japan
had violated the law of nations by
forveing the Variag and Korietz to
lcave Chemulp) harbor and by attack-
ing the Russian flect at Port Ar-

of war, and  before the Japanese
Minister at St. Petersburg or the
Russian Minister at Tokio had left
tleir respective posts.
Thank British Tars.

London Cable says—The Admiralty
Las rveceived a telegram from  the
mothers and wives of the Liban of-
ficers belonging to the cruiser Var-
iag, and from the gther women of
Libau, to which port the Variag was
attached, expressing “heartielt
thankfuliess and infinite gratltude”
for the treatment accorded the of-
ficers and secam2n of the Variag and]

Korietz, who were taken on board
by the British cruiser Talbot alter

-

| the Russian warships were suak at'

Chemulpo.

The Earl of S:lborne, First Lord
of the Admiralty, replied, thauoking !
the ders of the despatch for their
generous appreciation, and adding;
“His Majesty’s navy will always be
glad to give similar aid to the sea-
men of iriendly nations when the oe-
casion arises.” i

OZAR REUEIVES EDITORS.

Says He Alyuy- Finds the Truth In
Russian Newspapers.

St. Petersburg Cable — The Czar
this afternoon received at the Winter
Palace the editors of the Novoe
Vremya and Viedomosti as a depu-
tation representing the entire press
of St. Paetersburg. M. Plehve, Minis-
ter of the Interior, introduced them
to his Majesty. They read an ad-
dress expressing devotion to the Czar
and the empire. In reply his Maj-
esty said that he himself read the
newspapers, and that he was glad
they all, with great truth and dig-
rity, expressed the feelings of the
Russian pecple. The reason the Rus-
sian people felt so deeply at the
present moment was because the per-
fidious attack of the Japanese was
utterly contrary to the spirit of
truth which belongs to the Russian
people  The attack caused them
great indignation. In conclusion the
Czar said that he always sought the
trauth in the Russian newspapers, and
was sure always to find it there.

Grand Duke Boris, son of Grand
Duke Vladimir, started this even-
ing from St. Petersburg for Man-
churia.

MARQUIS ITO'S MISSION.

Object of His \'Iuli to the Corean
Emperor.

Tokio, Cable rays— The Japanese
Times says thait the mission of Mar-
quis Ito as spacial Imperial Ambas-
cador to the Court of Seoul is wel-
comed by every Japanese who is
conecious of the gravity of the
numerous responsibiiities placed
upon Japan’s shoulders with re-
gard to Corea. It must not be in-
lerred: that the mission is political
in its nature. The Marquis is the
bearer of a personal message from
the Emperor of Japan to the Cor-
ean govereign of no immediate po-
litical sigrificance, but it cannot be
denied that the presence of Seoul
at the present juncture of a staes-
man ol Jto’s standing and prestige
must Be productive ol beneficial and
far-reaching effedts on the future
relations of the two countries.

The Nichi Nicln rays that Japan,
appreciating the difliculties facing
the Corean Emperor in inaugurating
reforms in domestic and foreign af-
fairs, In accordance with the new
protocol, as a mark of friendly fym-
pathy, d>patches her most exper -
enced and veneraple statesman to
counsel him and to cement the
friendship between the two coun-
tries. Doubtless this will be great-
ly appreciated by the Emperor and
th> people of Corea.

The Corean Official Gazette an-
nounces the outlines of a reform
rrogramme increasing the responsi-
bilities of the Cabinet Ministers,
and correspondingly relieving the
Emperor, thus following the Japan-
ese gystem.

The opening of the Port of Yong-
ampo has been decided upon by the
Corean Cabinet. The Emperor’s ap-
rroval is apvaited. \

USE BODIES AS RAMPARTS.
Czar's Message toth> Decfenders o
Viadtvesicek.

Vladivostock, Cable — “Long life
to Gur great sovereigh and to great
Russia.” 8o concludes the commaund-
ant of the forurss in a proclamaticn
to the cit:z:ns reporting the Limper-
or's congratulatory message to Vla-
divostock on its baptism of firs,
Marcn 6. The inhabitants celebraied
the receipt of the message 1ast
night with general rejoicings, proces-
80ng ajong the streets, bands layingz
patriotic airs, and the people, inciuu-
ing the officers, singing the national
arnthem. A crowd assembled in front
of the commandant’s residence,and he
came out and read the text of the
Emperor’'s message, amidst a storm
of cheering.

Tae Czar, in Lis message congratu-
lating the defenders of Vladivostock,
expressed his conviction shat they
would all make a rampart of their
bodies to protect Russia’s stronghold
agaicst the attacks of the enemy.

To the message of the Czar the
commandant of the fortress added :
“In bringing to your knowledge the
precious words of the Czar, I wisi
tc express my heartfclt grat.tude for
the good oruer and tranquillity you
have maintained, and for the readi-
ness you have shown in fulfilling the
onerous duties imposed by warfare.
Not only have you uncomplainingly
‘complied with all the requirements
6f law, but you have done more.
From your wives, s'sters and daugh-
ters tunere have come 150 Sisters of
Mercy, and many of you have jo ned
the 1oot and mounted corps raised
by the town,. Whateyer forces the
insolent foe .may bring against the
town and the fortress, we will be
focund faithful and true gervants of
our lather, the Czar. Belore the
eyos of all Russia, and even before
tue waole world, we will be ready
to bare our breasts in the defence
of the stronghold on the shores of
the Pacific, which has been entrusted
to our care. Long life to our great
sovereign, and to great Rues'a. Hur-
rm m

The Attack on Vliadivostock.

Tokio Cable — Vice Admiral Ka-
mimura, regoiting the bombard-
ment of Vladivostcek on March 6,
says: The attack commenced '’ at
ten minutes of two in the after-
noon and the firing was kept up
about forty minutes. He believes
the hombardmeant was effoctive anl
demoiali.iig to th> enemy. The
Russian forts did not rcply to the
Japane:ze fire. Japanes? cralsers sub-
req leatly reconnoitered treveral
places on the coast, bui found no
trace of the enemy. The full repori
of Ve -Admiral Kam mura, who
commanded the seeond J. panese
squadron, says: "“AS pre-arranged,
we roached th? east entrance to
Vladivostock on the morning o
March 6, through a frozen eea. The
enemy’s thips were not s-en outside
tha harbor. We approachel the ba -
terins 01 th: nor.heast cowst fr m
a roirt bayond th» r nge o the ba -
teries on the Blazan promon or}
and Bosph-rus Strait. After bom-
barding the inner harbor 40 minute,
rom 1.30 o'cl ck in the afternoon,
we retird I b linve the bomb.r -
me1t c¢!f cted ¢ n<d rabl> dm g .

Soldiers were sren bat the 1'n
batteries did rot r-yly to our tro.

Black smok> wase observed at ®the
ea .t entr.nce to the harbor at
about 5 o'clock p. m., aund was
thought to b2 from the enemy’s
chips, bat the smok: gradually die-
peared

“0a the morning of March 7 we
reconnoitered America Bay and

Pstr;.-lok Bay, but saw pothing wuun-

usual. We re-approached the east
entrance to Vladivostock at noon.
The enemy’s ships were invisible,
and the hatteries <id not fire. We
turned toward Possiet Bay, but not
soeing the enemy, ratired.”

China Troops Must Stop it.

| Paris Cable says—It is officially
confirmed that tiae Russian Minister
at Pekin has made firm represeata-
tions to the Chinese government con-
cerning the activity of Chinese troops
along the Manchurian fronticr with
a pointed intimation of the defensive
measures Russia may be compelled to
adopt. The substance of the repre-
sentations follows ;

Russia has taken cognizance of tho
pr of considerable forces of
Chinese troops along the frontier.
For the present it is reccgnized that
these forces are indepenacnt of the
direct authority and control of the
Imperial government, which, there-
fore, is not responsible for their pres-
ence. But the fact of their pressnce
i¢ called to the attention of the Im-
perial government and should their
continnance on the frontier lead to

Mr. ‘ Balfour Talks of the
Famous Spit.

Colleagues Knew of Cham-
berlain’s Resignation.

Scottish - Curlers Had Only
One Regret.

London Cable —Premier Balfeur,
replying to a question by Mr. Ellis,
M. P, gave an explanation regarding
the Cabinet split. Yle said the Govern-
ment crisis in the matter came about
when: Mr. Chamberlain made his mem-
orable I in May last. The Cab-

depredations and acts of lawlessness
Russia will take the measures nec-
essary to safeguard her iaterests.
The foregoing is not the literal
toxt, but it is the purport of
the terms of the fepresentations. The
Chinese troops referred to are those
of General Ma and General Ynan-Shi-
Kal, the commander-in-chief. The
latter is the Viceroy, of Chi LA Prov-
ince and his troops originally were
organized by the late L Hung Chang.
Therefore, they are subject to pro-
vincial instead of impcrial control.
It is understood here that Vieeroy
Alexie!t will be entrusted with form-
ulating vepressive measures it the
depredations spread to ithe extent of
endangering Russian interests.

Japs Assessed for War.

Salt Lake City, Utalr Cable says—
The Japanese in Utah have been ask-
ed to contribute $10000 toward the
Japanegs war fund being colle(}ted
in this country by the Fokugikal
(patriotic poclety), a branch of .whlch
is being organizzd here. According to
E. D. Haslhmoto, the organizer, 3im-
ilar assessments have been made on
the Japanese of Nevada, Wyoming,
Montana and Colorado. Letters, it is
stated, have been written feading
Japanese of every b'g city in the
coiztry, and every State will have
an organization of the Fokugikai to
colect funds for the home country in
its struggle with Russia. Mr. Hashi-
moto said that $230000 already had
been raised in San Francisco aloue,
and that large sums are coming
fromm Oregon, Waghington and Brit-
isis Columbia.

Criticises Alexieff.

Parig Cable says—The Journal pub-
lishes an interview, sent in by its
correspondent at Nice with General
Daror Meller Zakomelsky, command-
er af the Seventh Army Corps, of
Russia, which is stationed in the
Crimen.

The correspondent expressed sur-
prise at the General's absence from
Russia in time of war, whereupon
the General declared that the war
in the far east had little effect up-
on the life and duties of a majority
of the men in the Russian army, and
tnat Russia had not reduced her
forces on th2 German and Austrian
frontiters. Ile severely criticized the
management of the campaign. in the
far east, and said he thought Viceroy
Alexieff would soon ask to be re-
valled.  He said also that no staff
had been formed for General Kouro-
patkin, who, he said, was to take
over the duties of Viceroy Alexieff.
Gen. Zakomelsky expressed the be-
lief that the war would not last
long, and said that General Konro-
patkin, who was well acquainted with
the Japarese, had been opposed to
the war, but had foreseen that it
was inevitable.

Battle Expected Soon.

» A St Petersburg Cable sajls —
p.m.—The only piece of important
news up 1o this hour to-day [rom
the) seat of war was the Associated
Press despatch from ‘Port Arthur
announcing: a fresh attack on
that yplace by the Japanese [leet:
The despatch contained no delails.

Another telegram to the Associat-
ed Press from |Vladivostock has
been received, It makes no ien-
tion of fighting, and it is assumed
that all is quiet there; The re-
ports that the Japanese have ‘en-
tered Manchuria west of tihe
Yalu [River and have reached
Feng - Hang - Clkeng on the Pekin
10ad, which is the Russian line of
communication to the Yalu, cannot
be confirmed. If the information
proves true, a land engagement
of rome magnitud: ecannot long be
delayed, as the Russians have a
heavy force south of the line, be-
tween Liao-Yang and Mukden, and
they are al:0 occupying strong posi-
tions along th> Yalu. A Japanese
column bztween them would be in
a desperate strait unless it moved
by the flank to take the Russians
on the Yalu in the rear, and was
energetically supported by a for-
ward Japanece movement from
Coroa.

BRITAIN A GREAT POWER.

Her Army Estimates Must Be Framed
Accordingly.

London, March 14.—During the dis-
cussion of the army estimates in the
House of Commons io-night, Premier
Balfour szid that so long as the army
home defences were maintained in an
adequate condition, any invasion of
this country by an organized force
capable of reducing it to submission
was merely a dream. But, no man
could blind himself to the fact that
circumstances in the East were making
Great Britain a great . continental
yower coterminous with another great
nilitary power, and those  circum-
stances must be taken into account
‘n framing the Dritish armyv estimates.

S A

The London Daily hronicle reports a
seatifying improvement in the character
i advertising posters in  London, and
ws that advertisers are beginning te
ind that cheap and nasty art does not
ayv. Even-the railways have discarded
he merely utilitarian poster, and their
atest cards show considerable artistic
taste.

Inet, was divided on the subject of fie~
cal reform, but it was practically de-
cided among them that the subject
was not to ba raised, but was to be
put on one gide till the end of the
session. In the beginning of August
he circulated among hLis colleagues
his notes on insular free trade. Up to
the date of the last Cabinet meetling
in August he hoped to keep all his
colleagues, but, no compromise being
suggested on the iiscal question by,
the members of the Government, who
afterwards retired, he began to aban-
don hope. His view, at the time was
that it was contirary to his public
duty to leave his position at the head
of the Government so long as he re-
tained, the confidence of the King and
the House. In September he came to
the conchugion that some break-up in
the Cabinet was inevitable, and Mr,
Chamberlain had arrived at the same
view. Under these circumstances the
Cabinet meeting of Sept. 14 assems
bled. Mr. Chamberlain expressed tha
view clearly at the meeting that he
would resign if a colonial preference
was omitted. In his letter Mr. Cham-
berlain expressed the view. that he
preferred to carry on a propaganda
in an Independent position. '

Wouid be a Benefit.

All the gossip which reached hi®
earsi led him to believe that Lord Geo-
Hamilton and Mr. Ritchie had wholl)
abandoned any hope of remaining
members of a Government pledged to
fiscal reform. He heard even the
speculation of what might oceur
when In consequence of a break in
the Government, he would resign his
place as Premier. He then altered the
views previously held, and came ton

range of practical politics to have &
food tax. No human being denied that
a conceivable concession on the part
of Canadian protectionists, combined
with a eonceivable minimum duty om
food, would enormously subserve the
interests of free trade.

Devonshire an Asset.

He sympathized with Mr. Ritlchie
and Lord G orge Hamil.o, and de-
nied jockeying them out ol the €abi-
net. He had resason to complamn of
the course pur:uxd by Lord Gecorge
Hamilton in stating that Ire had
kept them igrorant of Mr. Cham-
berlain’s retirement. He knew it in
writing; they knew it by speech.
He also complained that Lord Geo.
Hamllton had allowed Lord Rose-
bery to make misstatements re=
garding the documents.

Mr. Baliour, referring to the Duke
ot Devonshire, said he was sorry if
a correspondence of an unduly con-
troversial nature had occurred re-
garding the latter’s resignation.
Devonshire was one @f the assetis
of our public life, and the country
would never forget his great and
permarent services.

Protectionist Proposals.

Lord George Hamilton asserted,
without denial, that the document
placed h2fore the Cabinet contained
proposals for the taxation of l[ood,
and he had resigned because he
could get no guarantee that protee-
tion would not form a part ot the
Goverament programme. The docu-
meat he referred to never had, rO
far as he knew, been withdrawn.

Mr. Ritchie, Lord George Hamil-
ton, Mr. Winston Churchill and
other Uniwonists walked out in order
not to vote agapnst the Government,
whose majority was 65.

'fhe Curlers’ Regret.

Rev. John Kerr, one of the Sect-
tish curlers, who visited Tanada in
1903, ha yubliched an account of
the tour in a pook of 800 pages, pro=-
fusely 1llustrated and dedicated to
KLord Minto. He rays the reception
could not have been better for roy-
alty. The only fly in the ointment
was Rev. Dr. Milligan’s denunciati>n
of the party who visited Niagara
on Sunday. He says the tour ade
vanced the cause of the empire.

COAL AS CONTRABAND.

Remarkable Attitade for RRuss'a
Pointed Out by Balfour:

Lomndon, March 14.—Answering
question yn the Housc of Commoxn
this afternoon Premier Balfour sajd
the Government considers that
Russian declaration that she
rosed to treat coal as contraband
of war was of the greatest import-
ance. The Premier admits he was
aware that the Russian ple
tiary at the West African >
ence held in Perlin in December, 1581,
in welation to the neutralization of
the Cengo, declared Russia never
would aceept an interpretatiod
that coal should ba considerad by”
international law as centraband of
war, and that the Czar’s Govern-
ment would eategorically refuse to
consent Lo reecognize . coai as coli-
traband, eithér in relation to the
Congo, or any other distrizt what-
ever. In view of this, Mr .Balfouar
concluded, the Eritish Government
was taking steps to obtain more
rrecise information in rezard to the
interpretation of the Russian de-
claration respecing contraband of
walrs ' N -
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EAPLANATION OF
CABINET GRS,

the conclusion that it was not within °
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