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Provinces to the territorics of their Republie, hed
they invaded Canada. Their desive for that annexation
isas Btrong a8 ever ; they.are-only waiting for a favor-
sble opportunity to agsin attempt its accomplishment ;
and the cheapest and most effectual means of prevent-
ing it would be to place tlie Proviffees in - position
to defend themselves—to givo them that self-reliance,
that compaoctness of physical strength, that unity of
action, mnd increased dissemioation and intensity of
oational feeling, which can be given to them by
Oonfederation~—and by Confederation énly. The Im-
perial Government desived 1o see’it accomplishmed ;
and willing as the Mother Country was to spend her
tloed and ircasure in defence of these Provinces, so long
as they continued faithful in their allegiance to her,
snd true to the glorious Conatitution and glorious old
.of Buaglend, her ministers certainly had » right

to state their views upon the question. It had been
said that the Despatehes of the Flon. Mr.-Cardwell, on
the subject of defenee, were -meant to-be & putting of
the screw upon us. He however, did not look ‘upon
them in that light. 1If these Provinces were not true
to their allegiance, and willing to defend -themselves,
according to their ability, there was-an end of the com-
t, on the part-of Great Britain, to defvad them.
%:M compaet would ceuse the momest we refased to
exert ourselves for the preservation of British institu-
tions and British consexion. 8hould the Confederation,
bowever, take -place -and its accowmplishment afford
Great Brituin & satisfictory evidenco of the willingness
of the united peoples of these Provinces to listen to her:
- gounsels, and, if pessible, to anticipate her wishes for
their own benefit, she would probably be found ready
to yield to them' & largely increased siare of national
privileges, attended, however, with proportionsl na-
tional responsibilities. Harexpreuas wigh that these
Provinces should take upon themselves, the charge of
providing and sustaining the naval and military forces
pecessary to their security egainst internal disorder
sad foreign aggression, was proof positive of that.
The bestowal that charge would alone, it could not be
doubted, give to:the Federal Government an important
rank a8 a national Government, and would ensure to
it a degree of maral weight, not only in every section
of the-Q -nféderstion, butalso with forei:n powers. Tt
was not tv be persumed, however, that the Federal
Government, aslthongh, in some sense, it would be iu-
dependent, could, without some very material modifi-
eatios: of the réfation of the Provinces to the Mother
Qountry, be:permitied the poweriof makiog war, mnd of
soncluding treaties of :peace and commerce, on its own
account, asthe Govéfament of an entirely independent
cowdtry. -The powerof regulatiag'the intercourse and
reletions of-the Confedersted Provinces would, on the
contrary, be cosfined to such ‘adjustment of tradeand
commercial intercaurseand relations with foreign states;
as-cbald not be prejudieial,in any very material or ag-
ive degree, to the interests of Great Britdin, and'ss
wonld not iavalve-her-astual divesture of all aunthority
overthem. Oneofthegrestest bugbears, however,which
biad been conjured wup liy -our anti-confederaies,* to
fright our- isle from ite-prepiiety,” in its considération
of the great guestion, eas-fhe ‘enormous amount of
taxation which Confedetation, if éffected, would entail
it. - Bastless asd -vidiculovs, 'as on that adore

i beld the predittions-and ealculations of our anti-coh-:

faderate prophets and -financiers to be, he would not,
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then make any attempt to disprove or refute them; but
would rest satisfied with merely observing that, should
they become the chosen or sccepted guides and coun-
sellors of the people, the too probsbie effect would be
that, whilst steering our vessel of siate so as to avoid
the rock, the Scylla of Confederation tazation, they
would unavoidably, if not designedly, direct her course,

goas to be engulfed by the Charybdis of American debt,
That debt amounted to the'inost amasing and snormous
sum of {wo thousand siz hundred and thisly ihvee mil-
lions of dollars. 'The prospect of being allowed to
participate in that prodigious burthen could not, he
thought, be openly and successfully ‘held out as any

very strong inducement to our people to prefer Avnexa-

tion to Confederation, or to incline them voluntarily to

withdraw themselves from the sssured protection of
the old and glorious Plag of Britain, in order to séek

 precarious and doubtful refuge beneath the Stars and

‘Stripes. 'He would like some of those exact financiers,
to'whose caleunlations he had just referred, to show
how much per head of our population, in the event of
‘our-annexation to the United Btates, the burthen of
‘our proportionate share of that debt would amount.
“The prospect of its insignificance, a5 compared with
that to which they would have to submit under Confe-
deration, would surély be very inviting!—The Hon.
Qolonel Gray, in his ald:ﬁ:nt aod argumentative speech
upon ‘the question, which had, wost deservedly been
listened so with every-évidence of respeciful attention
by both sides of the Hoube, had, in one of his sentences,
spoken as if be thought that the geslion of Confedera-
tion should have ‘been ‘wmde a Government guestion ;
and the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition ( Mr- Coles)
bud eagerly seized upon and echoed it, in the hope he
( Hoo. Mr. Haviland) fmagised that it might prove au
apple of discord. :

‘Hon. Colonel GRAY explained that his own aels,
with reference to the question, at the time when he had
the honor to pe the Leader of the Government, were
sufficient to prove that such could sot be his opinion,
From the first, he had locked upon the question 2s one,
which could only be constitutionally decided by the
voice of the people at the polls; and, both in his legis-
lative and execulive capacity, be had spoken and acted
accordingly.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND, resoming hisspeech, said,
he was glad to find the opinion of the Hon. and gallant
Colonel, on that point, exaetly coincided with hisown;
aud such, indeed, he said, it was evident it must ha e
been from the very inception of measures by the G -
versment ‘of the Colony for its due consideration ; for
thegentlemen who were chosen by it to represent the
Islandiat the Quebec Conference, were selected su as
faitly o represent the two great political parties of eur
little state. That Delegation was composed of the
Hon. Colonel Gray, President of the Executive Counoil,
the Hon. W. H. Pope, Colonial Secretary, and of the
Hoo. E. Palmer, Attorney General, as representatives
of the Government or Conservative party; and of the
Hon. G. Coles, Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. E.
Whelsn, who was not suspected of entertsining any
et Jove for the Government, the Hon. Andrew Me-
‘Donald, who had never been a conservative, and him-
self, (Hon. M. Haviland) who, at that time, was not
a‘'supporter of the Government, having, some time

before, : for ressons to which it was not then necessary



