¥ ARLIAMENTARY DEBATES :

Mr. ARCHIBALD explaincd that thelaw now
contained provisions to enable sessions to deal
with adifliculty as occnired in the present case.

Hon. Arty, GEN, pointed to ditliculties thas
prevented the law fieing carried into opera-
tion, and said i£ would bo best to place the
whole vhargs of the matter in ono county,

CROWN LANDY IN CAPE BRETON.

Hon. Pro. Sed¢. laid on the table an answer
to an enquiry asked by the hou, member for
Inverness, (M, McDonnell) respeeting Crown
Lands in Cape Dreton, showing the amount
paid into the Receiver Goneral under the act
of 1859 in rcference to that island; also
amounts expended uwler section 10 and for
what purpose, There returus show that the
gross proceeds waere in, 1859, 1809, 1861, 1802
1863 and 1864 inclusive—in—

Capé Breton, I'aid for Surveys, Net procecds,
1»16,475 N $1016 w Not i d8 as
nverness, et procteds,
, 10 4014 039
Richmond, “ “ Net procecds,
9,133 1705 4,474
Victoria, “ ¢ Net prooeeds,
6,952 4145 47

Making the wholo gross amonnt 42,719; for
SUrveys, over 20,000; and leaving a bulance of
over 22,000 of net proceeds,

Mr. BLANCITARD was glad that the return
<howed that the island of Cape Breton at this
moment was entitled to some twenty-two
tiiousand of dollars to be expended om the
opening up of her crown lanls, &e., aond he
trusted that tho government would carry out
the intention of thie law.

Hon. Prov. Sxc. said that the hon. mem-
ber had fallen into the same error that he had
himself, for he (Dr. T.) was somewhat noder
an erroncous impression when lie addressed
the house a few days ago. As the hon, mem-
her would see the clause of the act which re-
ferred to tho expenditure of the money for the
opening up of roads did not apply solely to
that which arose under the settiement of titles
but to all woney received from crown lands;
aod the statement which he hal just read,
showing the total net proceeds of $22000, em-
hraced all the money that had been received
for erown lands of every description, whether
under the scttlement of titles or in any other
way. The clause read: “A distinet account
shall e kept for the sale of all crown lands in
the several counties of Cape Breton, and out
of the net proceeds thereof shall be appropriat-
ed such amount for surveys and opening up
or making roads through the crown lands in
that island as may be congidered necessary by
the Governor in Council to prowmote the sals
and settlement thereof.”

MESSAGE FROM THE L. C.

A message was received from the Legisla-
tive Council stating that they had agreed to a
bill to incorporate the Royal Sussex Lodge of
Freemasons; and to a bill to incorporate the
Acadia Coal Company, without amcndmentui
and to a bill to incorporate the Stone Cutters
and Mason’s Association of Ilalifax, with
amendments, to which they desired the concur-
rouce of the honourable house, -

TFROVINCIAL DEBENTURES.

Hon. FiN, 8Ec, laid on the table a return
askea for by the hon. member for North Col-
chester, {Mr. McLelan,) giving a statement of
the debentures sold in connection with the
building of the Picton Railway. There were

n

81

28 honds of £500 sterling, amounting to £14,000,
and 78 of £100, making a total sumn of Ja".tl,ﬁod
stz., sold at par.

Mr., ARCHIBALD sail that at the present
moent it way quite obvious that the amoung
of our provincial currency in circulatlon was
altogether inadequate to the wants of the coun-
try. The greatest diticulty was exjperienced
by gentlemen engaged in mining unterprizey
to got the notes thnt thl}y required for their
pur‘)ost'u. aud he was inforined by gentlemen
waoll qualitied to express an opinion on this
matter that £30,000, or £60,000 might he puy
into circulation quito easily, which should save
the province a sum cquivuicut to £3, or £4000
a year. Ho regretted that it should have been
thought necessary to incur the obligation in
question Leforo the course he alluded to was
taken, He did pot think it wise to sell the
honds and-ineur 6 per cent interest, when such
a cheaper plan was available if any money
wore actually required to meet present exi-
guneies.

Hon. ¥iN, Stc, veplied that the work was
under contract on every scction, and several
contractors were actually cmpioycd; and a
much larger amount weuld soon be required,
l)ur'm{; the ensuing sumser there would be
&roha )1y expended on the work something like

500,000. It was only a necessary precaution
to secure the comparatively small amount
shown by the return he had banded jn. Xt
would be remembered that an extension of the
Lunatic Asylum was to be made, and any
amount of money that might be available from
the source alluded to by thes hon. member for
Colehester—the issue of Provincial currency—-
would be entirely absorbed in connection with
that undertaking. So the Receiver General,
in view of the fact that our bonds were selling
at a large discount in England, exercised a
wise discretionin selling at par a small amount
for any contingency that might arise.

Mr. Tosix stated that he had been ignorant
until very rececatly that our bonds were for
sale here, but it was (uite certain that the
yrice which they had brought was satisfactory.

fe beliaved that the Provincial Bouds were
selling at a very much less rate in London,
and, thercfore, he saw no reason for complaint.
He did not agree with the hon. member for
Colchester that £50, or £60,000 of Provincial
paper could be rendify put into circulation, A
large sum, about £102000, was already atloar,
and it was net likely that a small province like
this, with 330,000 people, required more at
present. He heard the question diseussed by
mercantile men and they thought that perhaps
£10,000 might be put in circulation; but not
more. 1f £60,000 were put out, every bankin
the city would soon be flooded. e looked
upon the policy of selling the bonds in the pro-
vince itself as judicions. Many of our own
people had suﬁ"ered materially from the de-
preciation of the currency in the States, and
would be glad to invest their money in our
own securities.

Hon. Pro. SEc. sald that the question had
received the most caeful consideration of the
Executive Government, and their policy waa
to have the money required for the construc-
tion of the Pictou Railway raised as far as
possible within the country. They believed
that on every account it was desirable that
the interest which is payable by the Province
should as far as practicable be paid to the peo-



