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external hostility, might render the protection of these Colonies burthensome, the assistance
of the Mother Country would be withdrawn, and their loyal inhabitants left alone to support
a most unequal conflict. - This false and pernicious opinion has given encouragement to
treason—influenced the conduct of the wavering—excited the apprehensions of the timid—
and cven put to a severe test the constancy of the loyal and resolute. - It has turned t,hc tide
of immigration from our shores—transferred the overflowings of British capital into other
ch'muels—lmpaned public credit—depreciated the value of every description of property—
and in a word, has been the prohﬁc source of almost all our public calamities.

- Recent events, however, have clcally demonstrated, that the fidelity of the mass of the
people of this Province is not to be shaken by the severest trials. Experience has also proved,
that under all circumstances you may confidently rely on the fostering care of the British
Empire; and I have been directed by Her Majesty to convey to you the most posmve
assurances of Her continued protectlon and support.

At the same time, 1 do not wish to msplre you with a belief, which I am very far from

cnteltammg, that the dangers with which we have been threatened areatanend. The hopes
of our enemices have cer L’uuly ‘been greatly humbled, and their schemes disconcerted, by the

failure of their repeated attempts to seduce the Queen’s SubJects from their allegiance, and
thus to overrun the country; ‘but all'the motives in which these attempts originated—the love
of plunder—an avidity to seize our fertile lands, :md an impatient desire to e*{tcnd lepubllcan
institutions, continue to operate with unabated force, while unhappily new and dccper passions
have since been superadded. That men agitated by such feelings will remain quiet, longer
than they are constrained by fear, is not to be expected ; and, whllst I most sincerely desxre

onc1hat10n, and ‘conjure you to promote it by every Thonourable mecans, [ do not hesitate to
assert, on the sure ground of experience, that upon our own ability to repel and pumsh hostile
aggression, we must henceforth chiefly depend., Among the consider ations arising from this
1mprcssmn, Ideem it adwsable to invite your early and most serious, attention to such amend-,
ments in our Militia Layws, as shall place this force upon the best poss1ble footmcr—eﬁicmnt,
but not burthensome, either to the Gover 'nment, or to the’ People

One of my prmmpa] aud most ardious _daties, has. been the dlsposal of the numerous

‘criminals who have’ f"ﬂlen mto the. hands of Justice. Wlth lespect to such of the Queens o

. Suchcts as were conccrned in the’ “civil commotlons during. last winter, Her szcsty s Govern-
ment have uniformly desired a mercifal administration of the Law.  In the punishment of the
invaders of the Province, I have acted upon the same princi p]e, a.nd have a.n*nouslv cndea,voured
to confine capltal pumshment within the narrowest limits; which a duc’ reorald to" the pubhc

- welfare and security would ‘admit. ‘But the reiteration of unprovoked: injuries, called for
'1nc1eased ﬁrmness in the admmlstlatxon of J ustlce, and fmced upon me thc pamful necessu:y
of mahmcr some severe cmmples S

‘The case of Her M'gesty s SubJects who have suﬁ'ered in thclr pelsons or. p1 operty, c]alms L

- your early attentlon 'The wanton destructlon of the Steam-boat Sir I’obcrt Peel—the plllacre ‘
of the. farms on Pointe au Pele TIsland, and the River St.. C;lan—-the robberles at’ the Short 3
' Hills—the. damaae done at. Prescott 'md Sandwwh w1th the burmng of the Thmnes Steamer,

form toaether an aggregate of e‘(tenswe loss, most senous to the suffelers, and ha.ve occasxoned” e

e'u'nest apphcamon for rehef'

It gives me. the greatest pleasure to mf'orm you, that Her Ma:]esty hus been most; gracxous]y
_‘p]eased to e‘ctend to the - wounded Oﬁicers, ‘Non-Comr 1ssmned Oﬁicers and “Men,

of the .

- Provincial Militia, “ini arms since the insurrection-last 'winter, “the same hberal prov1sion as’ 15«‘3, o
~granted to-Her MaJesty s Reoular Land and: Naval Forces::‘and to: ‘make’ a s1m11ar beneﬁcentf C
prov1sxon for the W1dows of those'ﬂOfﬁcers in the Provincial: Corps;” who- ‘may have fallen‘in

actlon

The stroncrly excu:ed feelmds to wluch the lonfr-amtated question; of the Clcrory Reserves, i




