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-C AP.IIL ,
An ACT to-provide for the MAINTE-
NANGE of BASTARD CHILDREN.

r 2 EREAS: ‘the Laws now.in- bemg are not. fuffici-

ent. to prowdc for the, fccunty and indemnification of
the feveral parifhes in this province from the great charges fre-
-quently arifing from children begotten and.born out. of lawful
matrimony, for rcmcdy thereof;

1. BE IT EN ACTED, b)l the Lxeutenant Gavemo-'
Council and Affembly, That if any.fingle woman fhall be de-
Tivered of a Baftard Child, which thall be chargesble or like-
ly to became chargeable..to any parith, or fhall-declare herfelf
to be with.child, and that fach child is likelyto.be born a
baftard and to be chargeable to. any panih and fhall in fuch
cafe in an.examination tobe taken in writing, upon. oath before

2ny one or, more ]aﬁxcc or _}ufhccs of-the Peace of-any county

orof thP cxty and county of Saint 'fonn, wherein fuch parith
ihall hc, chargeany pcrlon with having gotten her with child,

it ihall and may be lawful to and for- iu(.h Juftice or Juftices,
upon apvhcvtxon made to- him or them by_the overfeers of the
poor of fuch parith or by any ane of them, to iffue out his or
their warrant or. warrants for the.immediate apprehending fuch
perfon fo charaed.as aforefaid and for bunmug him before fuch
Juttice or Jqﬂlccs or before_any cther of His MaJesTy's

Juftices of the. Peace of fuch county or of the city and county
of Saint John as the cafe may be, aad the Juttice or Juftices,
before whom fuch perion thall be brought,-is and are herchy
authorized and rcguxrcd to-commit the perfon fo.cliarged as
-aforefaid to the common gaol. or houle of. corretion of fuch
county or city and county unlefs he fhail give fecurity to in-
desanifiy fuch parith, or iball enter into a recognizance with
fufficient furety upon condition to appear at the next General
Seifions of the Peace to be holden in and for fuch county or
city and county, and toabideand perform fuch order or orders as
{hall be made in purfuance of an a& of Parlament, patfed inthe
eighteenthyear of the reign of Her MajesTy Queen Elizabeth
concerning baftards bevoncn and born-out. of lawiul matri-

mony

II. PROVIDED NEVERTHELESS and b it

“enaéted, That if the woman fo charging any perfon as aforefaid

_fhall happen to die, or be married before. the thall be delivéred,
, ,_ -or
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