“ Let ue speak not in a spirit of deflance, but in n wpirit
of love, let us eachew all ncediess expressions which
mnay give offence: above all let ws remember that the
grand ebject which we have in view is the discovery of
the wisest methods of work, the sircagthening of peace,
the firmer coherion of the members of the RHedy. Ry
this course our very difierences will werve te bring out
mere clearly the anity of our faith, and our divernities
of thought will be at once a safeguard and proies
against any narrewing of the limits which detine the
membership of our branch of the Catholic Church. -
BISRoP MACLAGAN.

MISSION MEETINGN,
AROCHIAL mission meetings are now be-
) ing held very generally in the various dio-
ceses. In some cases there 18 an organized
scl.eme including an itineraocy of a selected mission
advocate, as well as an arranged order of local,
clerical and lay speakers. This is an advance into
the region of order beyond the lines of that fitful,
irregular, happy-go-lucky want of system which
prevailed universally some years ago, and which
still is in vogue here and there. e mention no
names, let the gall'd jade wince, whow the cap
fits should wear it. In those dioceses wherean itiner-
ant mission advocate has an arranged order of meet-
ings, there is the danger of the whole burden of
the meeting being thrown upon his shoulders, or
more exactly speaking, upon his tongue. It will
need great care to be taken by such speakers lest
they so fill up the time of meetings as to discour
age local effort, and so dampen local zeal, especi-
ally lest they deter local laymen from pleading the
mission cause, however imperfectly. The mono-
poly of the mission platform by the clergy is a wo-
fal mistake. The annual mission meeting is usu-
ally the only open one of the year, and its rarity
should tarn the thoughts of the clergy to its more
perfect utilization than usually obtains. The
younger men in every parish should be encouraged
to take some active share in these meetings, their
absence as a class is one of the most marked. as it
is the most painful feature in parish gatherings in
the mission cause.

The opportunities of public life are highly appre-
ciated in Canada, hence the multiplication here
and large msmbership of the secret and benevo-
lent friendly societies. Every Canadian adult is
& Mason, or Oddfellow, or Furester, or Knight of
this or Brother in that fraternity. Surely the
Church must be judicially blinded that does not
see this to be a generally diffused taste, as it is
within due limits, & highly healthy one. Yet this
rushing tide of yonng life, this enthusiasm for fra-
ternal association, seems to be unseen by the
Chureh, or if seen not understood, for its force
might be largely directed in providing Church ma-
chinery with power and skill. The mission work
of the Chaurch is essentially the work of brother-
hood. All mission work flows out from and rests
ultimately upon the Incarnation, which is the true
fSunt aid only rational basis of human frateraity.
The Church has allowed the essentially Christian
work now dohe bythe friendly societies to be usurp-
ed by them, but it is not toolate to institate organ-
izations looking to the-résumption of all benevolent
efforts by the Church. Our young men should
then be invited to share in the public advocacy of
missions, or public assertion of their claims by
having a deﬁnit.g position_given them in the paro-
chial organization. How comes it to pass that
every Lodge and Court can provide two or three
officers who regularly attend to the needs of the
sick, who visit them, carry alms to their families,
if need be, watch at their bedsides and nurse their
brethren, while our Churches can find no such
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domestic missions ®  The secret 18 this  these so-

cieties look to every wmember for work and they

provide it and get it dounce. whereax the Church
only talks about the subject Phe ission meet
ing‘shunld be organized, & series ot resolutions
should be drawn up, to be formally presented to
the audience by a succession of speakers. By this

means the opportunity would oceur for giving
young men of promise a wuch coveted and wuch
appreciated opening for public speaking and the
mission meeting enlivened bv a
variety of voices, and the natural and laudable in
terest excited by the effurts of the young relatives
and friends of the members of the congregation

The reflex action upon such speakers would be

wonld be

the mission cause, they would be excited to share
in its life and fortunes, they would become person.
ally identified with the work of the Church by a
living bond of interest, a connection which would
inflaence their lives for good.

We commend, with »1l humility, to the various
diocesan aathorities the desirability of sceuring a
mission secretary ; and upon the various parochial
clergy in the same spirit we press the expediency
of enlisting the laity as helpers by personal service
in the mission meetings.

WHAT IS 4 WEDGE.

EFINITIONS of waterial objects are seldom
vary instrutive to those unfamiliar with
their forms and uses. For instance, even old
Johnson tells us no wore about a wedge than thag
itis ““a body having a sharp edge continually
growing thicker : 18 used to cleave timber.” But
we have no need 1o remain any longer in confusion
about this article so.far as one part of it is con-
cerned, although having obtained an exact idea
of this part we are somewhat more puzzled than
ever about the rest. We have authority, presum-
ably very high authority, for it is pretentious to
the ultimate degree of confidence, for saying that
the thin edge of a wedge is a Lecterx ! Now, an
edge of anything is hard to describe, but an edge
which is also a reading desk is indeed a marve] of
art, or perhaps we may say of artfulness. But a
contemporary, whose chief function seemns to be
to sow the seeds of strife, and whose delight is to
gloat over some miserable display of party passion
which it has excited, gravely informs the Church.
men who are unfortunate enough to see its col-
umns, that a lectern in & Church is “the thip
edge of the wedge.”  What wedge is not stated,
nor any explanation given how such a piece of
furniture can at one and the same time be a read-
ipg desk and the edge of anything else. But mor-
bid minds see strange things ; * seeing snakes " is
a well known phrase for delirium tremens, and
‘ seeing the thin edge of a wedge in a lectern”
would be an appropriate expression to indicate the
delirinm of ecclesiastical bigotry.
This marvellous phenomonon arises thus. A
lectern was placed in a church in the diocese of
Haron by the clergyman and warden, who regard-
ed this as a fit memorial of Gop's goodness, which
the congregation desired to commemorate by some
outward and visible sign of the inward and ‘Bpirit-
ual grace of thankfalness. Their selection was
not agreeable to certain parishioners, who entered
the church and carried off the lectern, thus de-
monstrating that the thin ed
able from the wedge itself.
The dispute is werely local, there is no prin-

ge of a wedge is separ-

systematic lay winistration to carry on the work of

ciple involved, it should be settled by referring the

most excellent, they would acquire a knowledge of
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matter to the Bishop or Archdeacon.
mahers of another diocese to str up these quiet
villagers by inoculating them with the poson of
party virus, teaching them, what neither they nop
any one else cver dreamt of, that a lectern is
(‘hurchwen and Churchwomen, and fo
that matter the children of this Dominien ey
judge of the amount of Christian principle existing
in those who have rushed into this dispute to ag.
gravate its bitterness, when they learn as we tell
them that there 1s a lectern in the church which ia
controlled by the principal agitator engaged in
A lectern isa mere desk
for holding the Bible 1n a convenient position fop
reading.
ous function, some very mysterious power as ** the
What will uot wen do
whose minds are set upon creating division and
strife ?
which this vuhappy strife has arisen to close it.

Popish !

stirring upthis strife.
Yet we arv told that it has some danger.
thin edge of a wedge.

We beg the authonties in the Diocese iy

den the urgency of seeking some way of peace. We
arge upon those whose ansi-Rowish feelings have
been excited, a consideration of these two facts,
first, that lecterns are to be seen in hundreds of
the mokt Fvangelical churches and in all Nonecon.
formist places of worship ; next, that there is no
such article known 1n any Romish church in the
world as a lectera for holding the Bible. A lec-
tern is after ull a wedge in a metaphorical sense,
when, as in this case, 1t is used to split a parish
by persons whe delight in setting brethren at var-
1ance 10 the Lope to get some party advantage out
of the squabble.

They arc manifestly acting in the spirit of the
great satirist's lines
‘ Blocks are better cleft with wedges

Than tools of sharp and subtle edges,

And dullest nonsense has been found

By some to be the solid'st and the most pro-
found.” ,

CANON INNES ON WEDGES.

E have much satisfaction in giving the fol-

lowing extracts from a letter written by
Canox Inxes, who is acting as Commiseary of the
Bishop of Hurox, in reference to the great Wedge
question.  Canxox INnes, as might have been ex-
pected from one of his experience and matare
Judgment, crushes the contention of those who re-
gard the use of a Liactern as tending to Popery to
powder. He administers also a well earned rebuke

this article, and to those iu another diocese whe
stirred them up to perpetrating this mischief and
disorder. It will not eseape notice. as indicating
who are creating tifis disturbance, that the antis
Lectern party are following the example of the
Warden of Grace Church, Toronto, in setting ap

a SBunday-school independently of the Church.

Rev. W. Hill are charges made in ignorance of what
the practices of the Church are, and on the assump:
tion that whatever you have not seen must necessar:
ily be Ritualistic. 1st, the lectern is in use in most
churches, even in those that are distingtively Low
Church, und is approved by the Bishop of the dio:

mandments is practised in the Bishop's pro-Cathe-
dral, and in most churches, and cannot in any sense
be called * Ritualistic."
on the Communion Table reverently is directed by
the rubric, and I have yet to learn that doing Shis
with prayer, and in a standing position, is an in-
fringement of the Prayer Book directions. 4th.
Turning to the left or right in pronouncing the
Ascription (not with the back to the people) at the

conclusion of the sermon is a mere matter of

We press upon the pastor of the tlock and his war. .

to those who have made so much disturbance vver

" The charges which you have preferred agai 1st the

cese. 2ul. The singing of the responses to the Com:

8rd. Placing the offertory -
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