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the mistress of the mansion; his
opinions were oracularly received,
and his words quoted as information
given by most reliable authority.
To-night he occupied & chair at the
head of the abundantly supplied board,
and Anne Flanagan, as another of
the highly honored in being selected
to attend the travellers, sat at his
right hand. Her tall, angular figure
seemed to have its peculiarities
thrust more into public notice by the
primness of the attire she wore. A
black satin dress, unrelieved by
ruffle or button, which was evidently
in the decline of its days, fitted
tightly to her form ; her scanty black
hair was arranged in some severely
simple mode of her own, and like
her dress was guiltless of ornament.
Her saffron-hued complexion, prom
inent cheek bones, and great black
eyes made her face a very peculiar,
and at times almost a repulsive one.
She had accompanied Mrs. Courtney,
on the event of the latter's bridal, to
the present mansion, and the same
dignity and primness of appearance
with which she conducted bherself
now, characterized hen movements
then. As Mrs. Courtney's favered
maid, she occupied an important
position in the servants household,
the latter yielding to her almost the
same with which they
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children—two boys, as likely lads as
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lasted till the boys became young
men and went to college.
cholera carried off the old gintleman,
and the misthress dropped dead of
heart disease a week afther. Oh!
dear, but it was the sorrowful house
then, with the two young gintlemen
grieving like girls, and everybody so
sad-looking.
servants expected to be discharged,
and were beginning our preparations
to lave, when Mr. Alban Courtney,
the eldest son, desired us all to stay,
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remain his; and that he and his
brother were going to travel, and
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But at length the ominous prepara
tions for the removal 'of the gangway
and had only time
wring hurriedly the hands of O'Con
nor ahd Anne Flanagan, to hasbily
Ellen, who had thrown herself
gobbing on a cushion in the cabin,
and to press Howard passionately to
her bosom, when the utmost limit of
stay was reached, and she was
obliged to hurry down the already
loosened gangway. She retained her
calmness, looking quietly from the
pier where she stood, on the prepara
tions, which, to her, seemed to pro
ceed with undue haste, only shudder
ing sometimes, the creaking of
the timbers and the straining of the
cordage sounded above the din of
bustle on the wharf.

Howard had left the in, and
now stood on the deck amid a group
of men who waited to wave a fare-
well. His eyes sought that one fig
ure, which stood in the half-drooping
attitude the very verge of the
dock, and the steady gaze of mother
and son into each other's face
tinued, till a sob from a poor woman
standing near, whose daughter was
on board, caused Mrs. Courtney
withdraw her eyes. When
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“ The strange gentleman, ma'am,
is waiting,” he said, handing her a
white, embossed card, on which was
written, in a peculiarly masculine
gtyle of penmanship, one word
" Morte.”

Forgetful of the curious servant
eyes, which were eagerly noting the
singularity of her appearance, she
pressed the card to her lips in an
eager, passionate way, that at once
betrayed the existence of a mystery,
which would form but too fruitful a
theme of gossip for the servants’
hall. Waiting not to arrange
dishevelled locks, nor remove
tear -stains from her flushed face, she
descended at once to the parlor, fol
lowed by the domestic, who, as he
passed, glanced sharply through the
open doorway, muttering to himself
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CHAPTER 1V

I'WARD TOKEN OF A

WAVERING FAITH

Fair, childish-looking, Ellen Court
ney, with her pale, sweet face, grew
to be something longingly looked
for on the deck of that ocean
steamer. She was so gentle in her
eanor to all such kindly
tonep to the most menial person on
board with whom she came in con
tact—that than one of the
passengers termed her an angel in
mortal guise. Her unselfish
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by-gone days.

Oh,” she said, on concluding the
gracefully-written epistle, " the dear
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and placing an arm about Howard
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Her tender, kindly words were but
the heralds of kindlier, more 16ving
deeds, and Howard and Ellen Court
ney soon found themselves as much
the petted inmates of the English
domicile they had been
cherished darlings of theirown Ameri
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ened by a manly contour, and with
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One would almost have inferred from
the grave demeanor which usually
characterized his actions, that man
hood’s modicum of sense and thought
had already enriched his youthful
mind. On his introduction to the
young strangers, he had bowed with
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That loving little heart in the
courtly English home was not to be
drawn from its promised allegiance
by all the splendor which Lady Gros
venor gathered about her. English
spoke of the beauty of the
youthful American heiress as some
thing which promised to be exquisite,
of her on the piano
as extraordinary in one 80 young, of
her pure, fresh as something
which even connoisseurs pronounced
marvellous, and the flattering com
ments reached Ellen Courtney’s ears,
but her very being was so enwrapped
with that of her brother that
regarded the complimentary speeches
things which spoken of
another than herself, and her nai
modesty lent a new and additional
charm to her winning demeanor.
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“ Yes dear,” said Mother, and she
got out extra eggs and set them to
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of bread and slicing some cold meat
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