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] trees, to complete the task for which
they had come.

Under the zealons directions of the
steward, instant preparations were
made for Nemesius' reception; for it
was not doubted that he would come to
the villa at the very earliest opportun-
ity, and it might be at an unex pected
" moment ; 0 it behooved them not to be
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caught napping. The long.clowed and
darkened rooms were thrown open to
the sunshine and air ; the precious
mosaics, the treasures of lapis lazuli,
One day a low, broad-wheeled wagon, | priceless  Ktrurian vases, the marble
Joaded with cypress-wood boxes of vari- | Antigone, the ivory Graces, draperies
ous lengths, and drawn by six bulloeks, | from Persia inwrnlf;.;hh with gold, chairs
entered the avenue of the Villa Nemes- | and couches of ebony inlaid with silver
fus : it was guarded by two Dacian | iy patterns of intricate design, besides
soldiers — gigantic fellows, from the | many other things rich and rare, were
forests of the Danube--who, as they | unveiled, and the film of fine gray dust
dashed the sweat from their faces with | that five years had filtered over them,
their huge hands, swore vigorously in | ghgeuring their beanty, was patiently
their native tongue at the hot sun, and | and carefully removed, and the steel
the rocky ascent up which they bad | mirrors pnlia.lnul until every object in
been obliged to toil. Their rage 10-1 the spacious apartments was reflected
creased the rasping discordance of their | on their flawless surface. Fresh flowers
barbarous speech to such a piteh that | onee more garnished every available
the cchoes were roused, and the fright- | spot ; garlands wreathed the albaster
ened birds overhead flew wildly from | pillars, and the statues were again
bough to bough, not knowing what por- | erowned with the flowers sacred to the
tonts were in the air. The driver—a | deities they represented. A hum of
Roman peasant — grinned with impun- | cheerful voices, rippling sounds of
ity, being in advance of them, other- | Jaughter, and subdued snatches of song,
wise he would have been in danger of | were heard on every side from the busy
broken bones, or worse. The dense | workers, which expressed the full jui'
shade cast by the trees refreshed men | of their hearts, already reveling in an
and beasts, and, as the avenue was | gicipation of festas and banquets with-
nearly level, the angry complaints of | put end ; for how could it be otherwise,
the Dacians subsided into low growls, | sinece Nemesius, the great captain, their
and the driver let his beasts follow | jord and master, would onee more in-
their instincts, and advance more | habit his villa on the Aventine ?
slowly. And so the pleasure-loving, light-
Symphronius the steward was just | hearted domestic slaves at the villa
preparing for his ‘esta when the sound | Jooked for their master’s arrival as to
of wheels grinding the gravel, mingled | i period which would put an end to the
with lond, angry voices, disturbed the | qull constraint of their lives all ex-
drowsy stillness. He went out, ruflled | cept Zilla, on whose heart their gayety
by the interruption, and the spectacle | smote  with something akin to pain.
that greeted his eyes did not tond to | ** Will he come,’” she asked herself
eten his temper; he was sure that | remembering her last interview with
only a stupid mistake could Iun-i him a lustrum ago
brought such a cavaleade inside the l ject, this child most of all, will recall
gates, and, while he stood bottling his | bitter memories of his loss? And,
wrath until the driver approached | should he come, will he bear to listen
within speaking distance, breathed | to what I have to tell him? Oh, my

vengeance

A SURPRISI THE VILLA TO BE CLOSED
THE VOICE OF THE GODS.

gainst the porter for giving | forsaken lamb! how ecruel have the
it admission. Presently the wagon | Fates been to thee, leaving only a poor
halted abreast of where he stood, and | slave to love and cherish thee 1" Then
he demanded to know,

“in the name | a burst of tears relieved her faithful
of all the Cyclops and Furies, by what | heart.
cight and by whose orders the «lri\'vr\\
fiad brought his rubbish, and savages, | she wisely kept to herself, she array
and beasts, to tear up the gravel, and | little Claudia every day in daintie
trample down everything in their | tire, and carefully arranged her long,
way ?"' loose ringlets under a narrow, jowelled
“ L had my orders,”” replied the | fillet, so that they fell over her dimpled
driver sullenly, * from one who has | white shoulders like a mass of spun
the best right to give them, to bring | gold, thinking if he should coma2 at an
these boxes here, and to say they are unexpected moment he would see her
to be carefully placed under three ilex | ay her best, and be struck by her re-
trees that stand somewhere near a | gemblance to her dead mother ; for the
fountain; and 1 was told that thou|same hair, the same dimpled chin, the
wouldst know the exact spot—that is, | same pretty, graceful way of moving
if thou art Symphronius, the steward.” | her head, the same winning expression,
« QOrders, by Iidius ! And whose, | Jived again in the child’s appearance,
may I ask?”’ he answered, severe sar-| manner, and countenance. She bore
in every tone. ‘‘The Furies fly | her mother's name, no instructions
away with thy rubbish, and the evil “ having been given as to what she should
eye light upon thee and thy cattle, and | he called ; in fact, she was, apparently,
barbarians ! It's not to be believed | as if dead to her father, and would
that I'll allow place as beautiful as | have been nameless had not her nurse
the Klysian fi lds to be cut up and | taken it on herself to call her Claudia.
rampled down for thy say 80. Not only this, but when the little
Orders ! creature began to understand, the good
“ | had my orders from the great | Zilla told her of her brave tather, who
General Nemesius, just home from the | , in foreign lands fighting for the
foroi wars,”” was the reply. ‘' Hast ry of Rome; she told her how hand-
thou been sleeping like a m e in the \ some and noble he was, and how tender
reound, to have heard nothing of the | & nature he had toward those he loved,
bonors the Senate paid him at the Cap- | and how distinguished and honored he
tol, and he there by the side of the | was by the Emperor and the Senate,
Bmperor, and all Rome looking on ?"" | and how idolizel by the army. All

Symphronius was 00 astonished to in- | this was imparted, little by little, to

iy

errnpt the speaker, who went on: | the child as her intelligence developed,
“ This rubbish ’ noddi his head | until her heart began to long for him,
oward the eypress-wood boxes on the | and in her dreams she heard his voice
vagon « this rubbish, as it pleased | speaking tender, loving words to her, |

hee to call it, is some of the spoils he

yrought from Greece, where he has
yoen fighting for a year.

reposed her head on his bre:
le told me | she would relate her dreams to Zilla as

“ where every ob \n.n menaced the imperial

and felt his arms about her, while she |
And |

—

A day came, however, when the pre- life still flourished in deathless vigor, such as their brutal natures craved and AN OPEN CHURCH AND A (0N

texts of the devoted slave availed no
longer ; for the little Claudia, with an

was in her, ordered her to take her to

Rome. *I will go!"” she said, with ‘ intervals of relief in Rome, and it was | rock-bound coast, and already the | Dr. Frank Mason North of New
imperative gesture: “if he can not | hoped that the new Emperor, flushed terrible words, ** The Christians to the | read a paper on “The Open (]
come to me, 1 will be taken to him, If | with victory, and but recently elevated | lions ! could be distinguished mingl- | in Our American Cities.’ d )
to the imperial throne, would not sully | ing with the tumultuous sounds.

thou wilt not, I'll kill myself !"’

“Oh, my little lady!"
taken by surprise, yet on guard, "' he
is not there ; the Emperor has sent him
off with his legions to quell some re-
volt. The news reached me only to-
day, and I feared to give thee pain by
telling thee.’' It was a plain, unvar-
nished 'e, but Zilla, pagan that she
was, would have given her life to save

her on earth to love. It wasa dogma |
of paganism that the end saunctified the ‘
Hll‘,lllh-. " l
“When he gets back wilt thou take |
me to him, if the Emperor can’'t spare |
him long enough to come here? Oh, 1|
know the Emperor would let him come, |
if he only knew he had a poor little girl |
here whom he has never seen! Wilt |
thou promise to take me, Zilla?"' she
sobbed. l

bearing countless palms for those who | hungered for : a feast of blood was in
bore
upflash of the proud Roman spirit that | Christ

said Zilla, | his triumphs by r

rendered him signal and true service.
I‘
a single tear to this, the only thing left | splendid pageantries amused the public
mind ; but the gladiatorial contests
were now over,
chariot-races and sham battles in the
Colosseur.

I
I
i

rent each other to pie

t
1

were longing for something more exhil-

“Yes my beautiful one! I promise,’’ |

the nurse replied, as she drew her | just back from the foreign wars, who

gently to her breast, smoothing the ‘
golden hair, and dropping soft kisses \
and tears on her head. *‘If the Emper- |
or can spare him, I know he will be |
here ; if he can’t, I promise to take thee |
to him."” |
That was a hit nearer the truth than |
Zilla knew when she uttered the chance |
words, “If the Emperor can spare |
him ;"' for it was Valerian's pleasare to 1
have him in constant attendance upon
himself, not only in his coarse amuse-
ments and his debaucheries, which the |
finer nature of Nemesins despised, bat
in all his deliberations and secret mat-
ters, in which he confided to his favor-
ite the intelligence brought by spies of
threatened conspiracies and other evils
power.
There was no mercy, and but short |
shrift, for conspirators or suspected \
traitors in those days; even the com- |
pletest innocence was no safeguard, if |
it formed an obstacle to the attainment |
of an object coveted by those in power.
What had imperial Rome to lear? Was
she not mistress of the world? As for

|
. . i \ foreign foes, was not her power suflic-
Notwithstanding her doubts, whic ll\it‘llk to lay them in the dust? And,

as far as her sword could reach, she
had nothing to dread.

But there was a mysterious agency,
which had been at work ever since the
reign of Tiberius Ciesar, that threatened
the downfall and destruction of her
vaunted indivisible power. Even before
the C:esars, the Sybils had foretold it ;
and the mysterious words of oracles and
augurs, and certain wonderiul signs,
had left an undertone of dread in all her
pweans  of  trinmph, which neither
violence nor time could silence—a dread ‘
not of destruction by thesword, but by
a supreme system of sorcery and magic
wrought by the Nazarene, Christus of
Judea, Who, having claimed to be a

the Cross by order of the Roman Pro-
curator Pontius Pilate ; but, having by
His own power raised Himself from the

1

hundreds of whom represented the bar-
barie peoples that had been subjugated
by the Roman eagles—began to murmur

better, they began to kill one another
in fierce quarrels and brawls. This was

there was no
how it might end ; for their captains,
who knew them and their ways, especi- | triumphs. And now that Rome meant

that while they might be momentar

their ringleaders bow-strung, or other- ‘ favor for final success. And so they

affairs was needed ; for her army was

| emperors.

[

|

God, was ignominiously exccuted tm‘l
|

|

dead, was with His followers seeking to
establish His reign upon earth. It was
whispered that the gods would fall
before Him ; and for a sign, did not
His followers despise, deride and insult
them ? They had been, since the first
existence of their sect, vile plotters and
conspirators against the lRoman Kmpire
and its divi s, and neither fire,
sword, the wild beasts in the arena,
torture, nor death under its most
cruel aspects, had availed to extirpate
‘.Hu-m for where one was slaughtered,
| 4 hundred seemed to spring out of the
earth to take his place. Neither could
they be induced at any time, by
promises of honors, icl life, and
safety, to cast even a grain of incense

|
|
|

|
1
hey were statues and the like, and to | soon as she awoke, and prattle gayly of | into the censers in honor of the gods.
P

deliver them cdrefully; or my life
should pay for it ; and he sent these

how she would lead him out to listen to
the finches and nightingales, and show
great fellows—btwo ol his own soldiers | him the cascade where the naiads

to unload them. And, moreover, as
I am answerable for their salety with

fauns hid from the heat of the sui.

|
' | ¥
ny life-which I'm not anxious tolose | And the woman listened, agreeing to
[ mean to obey hisorder “Axll she said, and not sparing her
I'he breath of t\\'_m,-‘.: mius was near- | car vs.  ** Heshall find that she loves
ly gone by the time the man ceased |
Nemesius  back, and in| cast off, giving himself no trouble to

peaking.

1 he knowing nothing of it

Was this
faithiul services ?

y way Lo requite his life-long

child that the gods themselves might
{ be proud of, and so beautiful that 1

To come home after

know whether she be living or dead-—a

Under the C:esars, under the Republic,
under the emperors from Tiberius to
Valerian, the earth had smoked with

sported, and the grottoes where the i their blood ; hecatombs of the accursed

i elass had been slaughterad ; but still
they were like the sands of the sea, and
they continued to practise their unholy
rites in secret, worshipping an as 's

him, the child he has never scen, and | head, and sacrificing young infants on

their altars, while they blasphemed the
gods of Rome and their august wor-
.\Hlll.

That is how the *‘ heathen raged,"’

' | way they had talked and believed ever
sinco the Son of Ged had died upon the
ation of the world ;
Roman saw how his

wance on  his unnatural ‘ power was baMed and set at naught by

e was something death-

loss in their faith and purpose—that

they won adherents on every side, and,
instead of perishing, flourished, and like
oacles renewed their strength under

those fierce persecutious, when every
ceruel invention of torture and death,
that the devilish ingenuity of the p:

ran

{rom the servants, whose bright dreams mind could devise was brought into

extermination—is it

ive years' absence, and leave him to | wonder sometimes if sho is mortal. | and what they believed : it was the

v of his arrival in this sort! But | Now, that he has got baelk from the Y

e would show no surprise ; this lout | foreign wars, we'll soe what he will do. 3

wnd those savages should not even sus- | [ have told her he's in Rome, and if he | Cross for the s

poct how he had been slighted. | makes no sign, may the infernal gods | and when the prouc
“ Good fellow " said he, ** I meant | wreak ;

mly to t thee. There's no telling | heart !" o the thoughts that passed l them—that tl

vhat tricks those pestiferous Christians | through Zilla's mind.

night try to play on an w I""“‘““‘i‘ But day after diy passed, and

household, if all's true that one he ars | Nemesius did not appear, and at last a

f them. My life's a burden to me, | message came from him to Symphronius

having charge of such responsibilities | to close the villa as before, an order

s the noble Nemesius left on my |un=!"| which was obeyed with low grumbling

shoulders, and 1 suspect all strangers | of discontent and sobs of disappointment

until they can give a good account of |

themselve Certainly 1 knew that my | were so rudely dispelled. Zilla could

prave master was back.

mo come and witness the honors he re- | ehild the sad news, but made up the

cotved ? and well-deserved say 1! | most plausible excuses to explain the

Did he not bid | not find heart to tell the expectant

1| play for their

strange he should have believed that
+ | the Christians dealt in sorcery, and had
y | aid from the spirits of Tartarus to

And wasn't I the proudest manin Rome | ¢guse of her disappointment, every undermine the tremendous system

that day
for I carried him in my arms before he | lieved.
would walk, and have been his faithful

“ile'll be here today, T know,"”

And who had a better right, | word of which the little ereature be- founded by Numa, and disintegrate and

bring to nothingness that proud and
august Empire established by the

slave ever since! Come now, lot the | Claudia said every morning when she | Ciesars, and increasing in power under

puilocks and those giants rest in the | woke; then in the evening: *‘He'l
Jade : there's no haste about unload
ing ;: and do you repese on the grass
while I feteh out some wine and wheat- | would answer, with a tender caress
on bread for thy refreshment.” while in her heart she whispered: **i

A lmost bursting with the nows, which, | takes long to find to-morrow !

t is needless to say, he now heard for By and by the flush of hope and ex

be sure to come Lo-morrow, won't he?"
“Yes, my child, to morrow,’’ Zilla | Jews,” Whose kingdom, they boasted,

1 | the emperors, in order to elevate to the
imperial throne that ** King of the

| should extend over the whole earth ?
t | And that which was most intolerant and

u\;h]n‘l‘.l'.'\l\‘_: to the jealous, arrogant
- | Roman mind, was the sense of being

the first time, Symphronius did not | pectatioz began to fade out of the little | almost as much eluded and ballled by

leign to notice the inquir ing looks that | maid's face ; a new and nameless sensa
net him on his way to the wine-vaults, | tion in her breast, that she could no

v some of the servants pres sed forward | define, but which meant grief all the

ull of curiosity as to the cause of the | same, caused her to droop, and he
gnwonted commotion without. To tell | sweet nature became ruflled by the firs

sompous way he w yuld impress them her fables of her own sunny Souther

. | those whom they sought to destroy, as
t | if they contended with phantoms.

There was sometimes a surcease of
r | persecution against the Christians, as
t | when by chance a good emperor—too

at he knew was something he must frotfulness she had ever known. Some- good for his times, and therefore short-
at his leisure, and in his own | times Zilla diverted her mind by telling | lived

was elevated to the purple ; or
- | when rival emperors were busy killing

with the belief that he alone of all the | land ; sometimes they went to the dove- | one another, each trying to win senate
wousehold had been honored with a cotes to feed the doves, whose cooing | and army to his own side ; or when

ypecial message from his master. and fluttering amused the child, as on
The thirty men drained the amphora | and another lit upon her shoulders, he

() n wars pressed closely upon their

r | borders, requiring quick and active

of wine that Symphronius set before | head, or her outstretehed hand, fanning | measures  to rout and destroy the

hem, and devoured the white bread to | her with their soft white wings, as sh
the 1 erumb : their good-humor was sprinkled grain for them ; then anothe

e | audacious foe ; in intervals like these
r | the suffering Church had brief quiet.

restored, and, after giving tho bullocks | day to the cascade, anywhers, every- | It ean not be said that the persecutions
renerous draughts ol water, they went | where, to divert her thoughts from the | ever entirely ceased, for sometimes

wway, guided by the stow ard, to the | hope which was so long deferred that i
spot designated under the three ilex | made her heart-sick.

t | while their fury relaxed in one quarter
it raged in another ; but the tree of

\
\
l

1
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witness with their blood for | preparation that would satisfy them ; s

. and a hoarse murmur filled the air, that In the Madison Avenue Methodi
There had been one of those brief | sounded like the surf beating against a | Church, Baltimore, the other day 19

, Rey,
g
York.

ek

At the conclusion of Dr. Nopty
1t was understood that no mercy was | paper Mr. James K. Ingram, pre .

jing the persecu-

tion oi tie Chrisliaus, g v m | #n ha shown in this fierce renewal of | ol the Baltimore City .\liwiuxm\“l "i
were numbers of his most loyal and | the pe secution, which, according to | Church xtension  docievy, ”T
faithful servants, who — their faith | their proud boast, would only end when | Mr. Ingram said he was " mucl \ “ 3
unknown to him — in the council- Christianity should .be exterminated. | pressed by Dr. North's paper l'“:
chamber, the field, and the executive | The time had again come when the | urging the “‘open church’ he 1 .
departments of his Government, had | Church would find only earthly refuge “We ought to have our churchey

in the catacombs,—when the wheat of | open at all times. A few summer
God would he ground between the teeth | I was stopping at a seaside hotel
of savage beasts, and His vineyards be | there met a lady who was a Ty
soaked with blood. Catholie, and she was never tired r
In the sacred precincts of the very impressing upon me her own pocu
temples—so it was decrecd-—should the | religious views., I asked her L
contumacious wretches expiate their | came about that she had been cor
crimes against the gods; there should | ed to the Catholic Church, for s
they honor them, or perish by tortures | been a Presbyterian. She said
equal to their guilt. Especially would | years before her husband lay sic
the Temple of Mars Gradivus, on the | death. The physician had giver
Appian Way, be made the theatre of | hope, and she desired to go t
these spectacles of blood. Dedicated | Great Physician and pray fo
to Mars, its roof was supported by a | husband’s restoration. But she
hundred marble columns, and it was | not pray at Lome. So, leaving
surrounded by palm-trees planted years | husband's bedside, she started
before by order of the senate, in re- | a church. But she found the ehur
cognition that all the victories of the | closed. Presently she came to a (
Roman arms were derived from that | olic church, which was open. Sl
august deity. It was here the ambas- | tered and there prayed for hLe
sadors of hostile nations were received | hand's recovery. He grew better
by the Senate in pompous state; here | now both are devoted memlby

‘or n while the triumphs and other

people wearied of

The shows, where wild
Jeasts of the desert were pitted against
suman wild beasts still more ferocious
n the arena, and fought until they
; the tragedies,
he plays and other public amusements,
10 longer excited interest ; the people

wrating ; while the thousands of soldiers

jow lay encamped without the city—

ind growl, no longer disposed to toler-
\te anything that did not stir their

s . . | "
bloodthirsty and cruel instinc to | also were held those splendid pageants, Catholic  Church. Doubtl
gratify which, for want ol som thing | when the priests in the glittering vest- | would have remained in the

| ments of their various orders, and the | echurch it she had found a Pres

| people in holiday attire, bearing | church open.’'—Philadelphia (
“bmu(‘hus and garlands, and chanting | Standard and Times.

where or l peans, would celebrate with pagan and

\ serious matter, which, once started,
telling

idolatrous rites new conquests and OUR RELIGION.

Tn treating of the Mass it was
that the third part of the Hol;
fice began with the Creed. I
therefore, been dignified with
wise killed, their rage would only | planned immortal victories—not for | in this most solemn of ceren
smoulder, and at last break out with | themselves or their gods, as they | follows that the prayei {8 oD
more desperate violence. It was | thought—but for Christ. importance. To realize this more
evident that a remedy for this state of | [t js not necessary to refer more | is necessary toreturn to the ti
| particularly to this fresh persecutim | Apostles.
| under Valerian, except in so far as it It will be reealled that the
| affects those whose touching story is | commissioned and ordered by
| here related, and whose acts and words Divine Lord to preach the
| are taken from the reports of judical | throughout the nations. DBelor
R A : | proceedings,—it being obligatory by |ing on their mission they saw
person was proclaimed ; this was fol-| the Roman law for the oflicials of the | necessity of providing some expre

| courts to keep minutesof all that passed | of the doctrine of their Master. 1

Wly in seasons of inactivity, leltassur 'd | to exterminate her miost dangerous
y “h»en. they would offer hecatombs to
wed into subordination by having | their god of vietories, to propitiate his

the one power that Rome deterred
to, knowing how quickly, in certain
moods, it sometimes made and unmade

A grand review by the Emperor in

lowed by a sham battle, which, in some
instances, was not altogether ah:\m, the | pefore the tribunal; and it is from | doetrine He had taught them
jpportunity to draw blood being to0 | {}ese reports) the written testimony of | to teach the world. In order,
good a one to be lost ; after this, al {he pagans themselves, that the Chris- | fore, that all Christians mig
competition in athletic exercises for | {{ans, in more quiet times, either by [and the same faith, thes
prizes, and trials of "k‘”_ with the bow, | favor or bribery, copied many of the | trines they condensed in a simj
foot-races by the soldiers, and other | thyijling accounts of martyrs which | which is called the A postles’ (
rude diversions, amusing to the barbar- | have been handed down to us, |  In it we find the fundamental

jan host, and, so long as they con- | l\s'hich:n'leu-nhj\ cts of our faith, and
tinned, served as means toward the | | it is concisely contained all that
desired result ; besides which the { to believe of God, of man and of t

Nemesius was o man of noble nature,
| and of principles so elevated that not
even the wide license allowed by the
pagan religion and laws tended to cor-
rupt them. As the favorite of Vale-
rian, he was often obliged to witness,

Roman I‘OP“!‘“"‘. always devoted to world. It unfolds to us the doctrine of
spectacular displays, was also kept out one God. It further unfolds to
of mischief by its eagerness to witness belief of one God in three distinc r-

and participate in all that was goingon, | 713" (0 1 to condone by his presence, | S0US: co-equal and co-eternal, yet only
B far adin mighb: . ;nuch that he Lv\tlw;l as (%c"r‘\ldix;' to 1 one God because possessed of the same
While these rude amusements were in | o el R i \"hilv‘ llle"lll‘lf\ﬂ"%)th“n pature. Further, it enunciates the be-
progress, tidings of fresh plotsand con- | sorrow ;>f his li'fv .‘\mi Lhmlre'ultl';l con- | lief that the Son begot by the Father is
spiracies, and of strange portents, Were | g;q¢, of war in which he h:ui been en- | equal to the Father from all eteruits

|

brought secretly to the ears of Valerian
by the Pontifices—those priests who
jndged all causes relating to their false
religion, regulated the feasts andall the

other sacred institutions of Hwix" it ' . 4 3
yower to baguile him, and if sometimes

that the Son, Who became Man

deem the world, possessed a human and
a divine nature. Finally that the I
(Ghost, Who proceeds from the at
and the Son, is in all things equ

gaged ever since it befell him, had not
only made him introspectiveand grave,
| but had closed his heart to all softer
mpressions. Love and beauty bad no

system. The haruspices, augurs, and | T

) 0 4 a dre: anoe § " e,

magicians, each came in turn: the one | 'l‘_‘l"lam l“lr a "1‘.‘-"‘5-5"]‘"‘]1'“150 ]1“:‘1‘“ d Ot Lt tedotion the: belief 2
: y o arless ¢ p g g 1at h

to tell of omens discovered while pre- | ais thoughts to his motherless ChllC at | . the creature of God ; o

aring the sacrifices, the other of | the villa on the Aveatine, he sought is the creature of God ; possessed bl &

paring - ’ ? soul ; redeemed from sin ; will be raised

by every means to banish all further
memory of it. Life held no charm for
him, no incentive except the honor and
glory of Rome. IHe welcomed the new

dreams and wonderful apparitions, the
last with revelations of the fature,

all prophesying the downfall of the
Empire and its gods, unless renewed " i :
and more vigorous measures should be | edict of persecution as presenting. an
at once taken to exterminate the Chris- | opportunity t”.l' his zeal, and ‘."‘ i
tians, who were alone the cause of the | assigned an imp jrtant part in the
threatened disasters and ruin. These terrible scenes about to open ; his |
were followed by the Pontifex Maximus | COUTAEC, his devotion to the gods, and
himself, to whom all other priests were | his loyalty to the imperial person,

alel 1 afe to ™ H > woeeu-
subject, a man of great authority and making him safe to trust in the execu- |, efly »
tion of the most secret and important brielly ¢

from the dead and receive an et
reward or punishment as his wor
serve. Of the world it teaches t
lief that it is also the work ol {
that it is preserved by God, bu 1
one day have an end. Such arct
chief doetrines contained in thisal
ment of faith, It is divided int
parts, and these gain into what
termed twelve articles. These we sl
rew in succeeding notices,

dignity, who gravely and im yressively : % ot T o bakiwr » F g st
s\“n‘nuilvtht' Em N'I‘\)l‘)th‘lh the l..d\ them- | plans. What were the Christians to hoping therchby to brush away "
: kit = 1060 | him but *‘ a ere . ipators lurk- | Which may have gathered. Let those
selves had spoken, and, in signs and RS a crew of conspirators lurk- | P : ¢
; ; e 2 e ol | i i he dark,”’ to hatel \g and | who think such review unnecessary it
terms not to be withstood, called upon | ing in the dark,’’ to hatch treason anc

g 3 WY, | evil to Rome ? He thought ther io} | tempt to recount these twelve articles
him to crush their enemies. | evil to Rome ? He thought there might | B PR I

The Christians of Rome were being | be some excuse in their ignorance for | for practical verification. — ChUCA
steadily persecuted all the time als| plebeians and slaves to he affected by | Progress.
A iy fa ¥ » M1 fhe sorceries’of the)pestiferous innovat- | S
though not so violently or cruelly just | . o : T T OTTON
then as in thenear past. Many ol)tiwm ‘ ors who sought to overthrow the old | A SHORT ROAD T0 PERFECTION.
langunish2d in the dungeons of the | established order of things, but Sone It is the saying of holy men thal
Mamertine, where they had been cast | for those—and they were many—whose | .. CALT G B g
on. false aharges : daily some were | rank, patrician blood, and education '} o wias to be perfect, we hav :

i arges ; atly | 3 p o swwform the or-

Ariven to lahor in the auarries, other should have prevented their insulting thing more Lo do than perform 2
1' s ohigined: to th : i.n the 'r\“ g - | the gods by . their divinity. | 4inary duties of the day well. A sh

0 be ¢he ] A e oar 1e Qv eys, | e s 7 v )5 . a0t 1 hort + »
while still others were seeretl 'th 't ‘_.i | Both eclasses deserved death; but the rosd to periection,—subih Ay

LS others were secretly tortured | ;. " easy, but because pertinent and i
to death, and their possessions confls- | atter, he thought, should be made a " 'l!vl %
cated : but this was not enough : more | warning and example by the infliction of igible, _A8B00N A8 &bt goon 2 o
o gt s b |’“‘ | savaran: torures, and deaths of more | 81ES8 ‘MHI‘ sets about seeking
rigorous I asnres were ca led for— ‘ fied wi

( th anythl
but what is tangible and clear,
constitutes some sort of directio
wards the practice of it.

We must bear in mind what 18
meant by perfection. It does nov
mean any extraordinary service, any-
thing out of the way or espec! /
heroic—not all have the opportunity of
heroic acts, of sufferings, - but it
means what the word perfection or
dinarily means. By perfect we mean
that which has no flaw in it, that
which is complete, that which is con-
sistent, that which is sound,—we medl
the opposite to imperfect. He, then,
is perfect who does the work of the day
perfectly, and we need not go peyond
this to seek perfection.

If you ask me what you are to do
in order to be perfect, I say, first : Do
not lie in bed beyond the due time of
rising ; give your first thoughts to God;
make a good visit to the Blessed Sa
rament ; say the Angelus devoutly; €

o 1
sell, e is Qisse

they must be destroyed. But where | supreme suffering. And vet Nemesius
| was not a cruel man : he was only a

should the first blow fall ? was the ques- | S
tion. Their dangerous doctrines were \ true ]3:1';;‘:\11. and a \ﬂlll!&‘.l‘ whose motto
not confined to slaves or the rabble ; | WV " The t!ml']mr the fight the sooner
there was no place so elevated, no the victory.
family so noble or powerful, no oflice 20-BY; CONTINURDs
so high, that Christians were not found
in or connected with it; the army
swarmed with them: it was not a rare
thing to find a legion or a cohort com-
posed entirely of them; and it was ad- | whose food does them no good, because
mitted that none fought more bravely they do not digest it properly. Keep
for Rome than they. Tuey were found the child's digestive organs right and
in the Temple of Justice, in the Forum— | it will grow up strong and healthy, and
lawyers of great note—and the senate | it will not cause mother much trouble
itsolf was contaminated by their pres- while it is growing up. Tt is the weak
ence. No wonder the ‘‘heathen children—the puny children—that wear
mgod," for they had cause to tremble. | the mother out caring for them day and
And now, to add fuel to the flame, night. All this is changed when Baby's
news reached Valerian from Asia thata | Own Tablets are used. They pmmt;te
revolt instigated by the Christians had digestion, they give sound, natural
taken place in one of the richest of his | sleep, they keep baby bright and cheer-
recently-acquired provinces, and that ful, They are good for older children
an important citadel in another place, | too, and cure all their minor ;\ilmc-,nt.e-\‘y

WEAKLY CHILDREN.

Stunted, weakly children are those

iust on the frontier, had been betrayed | It costs only 20¢. to prove the truth of ; g ayv the
: ; o 9 ' and drink to God's glory; say
to the enemy by certain of that hated | these statements — and you will be rosary wel‘l' be ,-(:9(,11(\ca.‘]~‘|‘~m\]\uu‘ bad

sect who belonged to the garrison, and thankful afterwards. Mrs. Archibald
were at once put to death by order of Sweeny, Carleton, N. 8., says: “I
the Governor, he having issued a decree | have given my little one Baby's Own
that no Christian in the province beal- Tablets, and am more than pleased with
lowed to escape torture and such death the results. 1 can recommend them tc i
as the enemies of the gods and Rome | every mother.” That's the \L\';l\' :Aﬁ Saintly WAL
deserved. mothers, who have nsed the Tablets, The body of Christ has been intrusted
One who lived in troubled times like | talk. That's the way you will talk if | to you, says St. Athanasius. You are
these wrote: * When the Tiber over- | you will try them when your little ones His temple, and He dwells within you.
flows its banks, where therc's pesti- | are ailing, You can get the Tablets | What do 1 say? You have become b
lence, war or famine, the ery is heard: | from any dealer, or they will be sent member of His body ; treat Him with
¢ Away to the lions with the Chris-| by mail at Zoe. a box by writing the | respectful love, and do not betray Him
tians ! ' (Tertullian) As then so now, Dr. Williams'® Medicine Co., Brock-|as Judas did.
The superstitious fears of Valerian, the | ville, Ont. In many passages, St. Chrysostom has
late news from Asia, and the devil that displayed his eloguence, when 1o
possessed him, worked him up to the rv\z"‘:l;\;““‘l‘ ““‘“";“"1’;““‘.111“&"001"1 ora cough | strongly recommended purity of life
necessary degree of rage to issue a o ot6otric Ot :‘.m‘b,on“;‘\‘l‘p“';";‘gm o | after the reception of Holy Communion,
frosh edict of persecution against the | cure & cough, and should be resorted to at [ and when he represents t0 hig flock the
Christians, No longer wu.uhl the hot- g‘:“(“‘i;;"‘l‘i‘;‘c}l“‘;n“’;’;}:\Y“’m;ﬂ::‘nﬂpi‘e";;':&? ":;li“ﬂ enormous sin committed by those who
blooded populace of Rome and the half- | may have will be imperceptible to the delicate. easily return to their former state 0
mutinous army clamor for excitements | Try it and be convinced. tepidity.—Le Pere Castillos

thoughts ; make your evening me dita-

tion well ; examine your ¢.n € ence

daily. .
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