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AT THE ABBEY OF GROTTAFERRATÂ
Writing from Rome on June 29th 

Hr p. L. Cornelian, in the Dublin 
Freeman’s Journal, says

The Sun shown down through the 
hot sirocco atmosphere as we rejach- 
*1 the station of Frescarti. In all the 
Latin land, perhaps in all Italy,, 
there is not a more attractive sfca 
tjon, with it* pleasant flower-cover 
ed bank facing you as you descend 
from the train. The high battik 
which slopes down from the level of 
the town to the railway is cut steep
ly, and on its fatce is a sort of haingh 
ing garden, full of the choicest flow
ers of the season, forming an exQui- 
eite introduction to this little town 
get amidst magnificent villas. An
other sort of introduction is that 
with which the cabmen around the 
station greet you. each cracking his 
whip, shouting) and gesticulating 
wildly to attract your Attention to 
his more or less shabby vurnout1. Ini
tially one is chosen, and vbe journey 
to Grotlaferrafa begins.

The l oad lies on the side of the 
Tusculan hills, with villas bearing 
grand mediaeval names spreading on 
either hand. The eye ranges over 
the wide Campagna, with its varied 
«wors and its strange, dreamy as
pect, to the distant city, where the 
groat dome of St. Peter's rises pale 
against the paler sky like a great 
captive balloon.

Scarcely wertj we half an hour on 
the road when our cab driver pulled 
up in the courtyard of a great fort
resslike building surrounded by 
trenches and formidable walls, »na 
strong towers at Chq angles of the 
building. You might imagine you 
had entered the courtyard of a me
diaeval castle instead of that of a 
monastery—for this is the Abbey of 
Grottafcrrata—did not the bronze 
statue of Saint Nilus standing in the 
centre of the courtyard reassure you. 
Such fortifications Were not con
structed for adornment; their pre
sence here suggests that the dwellers 
within these walls were attacked by 
their neighbors, *md had provided 
them selves^ with means of defence.

In the tenth century of the Chris
tian era this place enters into his
tory. Greek monks of the Rule of 
8t. Basil, driven out tif their monas>- 
tery in Calabria ,by the Saracens, 
sought a refuge here. At tiledr head 
was the Abbot Nilus. He, seeing 
bow charming was this spot, with 
the Alban Hills in the background, 
and away in the distance, across the 
em-ligtvted plain, the City ol Rome, 
nettled down here. Since then nine 
centuries have passed over the Ahbey 

Grottaferra/ta, and it may be said 
that every one of them bee left its 
traces in this monastic retreat.

Among the historical memoirs <oi 
<he place, one that is not readily for-

was reconstructed, a magnificent por
tico according to the designs of 
Bramante being begun. One of the 
sides of this splendid work—arches 
supported on tall and elegant col
umns—was completed when Cardinal 
della Rovere was elected Pope in 
1503, and sineq/tfoen it has remained 
unfinished. The walls, the towers, 
a/nd the vedettes, which look) so war
like and capable of resisting siege, 
date from that period; and the great 
ditch or moat which surrounds the 
Abbey, except on one side where a 
stone bridge has replaced a wooden 
drawbridge, are also the construc
tions carried out by the Cardinal’s 
direction. Within the walls of this 
oki castellated building, constructed 
for Che peaceful prayers of pious 
monks, yet with full provision for de^- 
fence against marauders and church 
robbers, you. feel as if transported 
back into the age* of the Renaissance 
with its troubles and its triumphs.

That you are in*the presence of an 
order of things different from what 
you meet with in Rome, becomes ap
parent when you enter tho church. 
The names of the saints painted1 on 
the walls are written in gold1 letters, 
but in the Greek tongue. The sweet 
chant of the office which the Fathers 
are singing in choir is strange both 
in) its music and in the words chant
ed, for both words and music are 
Greek. Here within fifteen miles of 
Rome, the centre of the Latin Church 
there is a community of monks us
ing the Greek rite, with the consent 
and authority of the Holy See. An
other unfamiliar feature is the con
cealment of tho alter behind a lich’y 
adorned stone screen, in which there 
are two arches, with curtains., which 
are drawn at certain periods of tho 
service, when the celebrant is seen.

Tho founder of this Abbey, Saint 
Nilus, born in 910, at Rossano, in 
Calabria, was of Greek origin. The 
great spirit of the hermits of Egypt 
and Palestine—of Antony,, Sabo, and 
Hilarion—lived in him also. How 
well he laid the foundations of his 
rule may be judged from the fact 
that it ■ has endured all these ages. 
The church as it is to-day is the re
sult of several restorations, each 
showing its own traces. The latest is 
perhaps the worst of all.

A side chapel, richly adorned at 
the expense of Cardinal Odoardo Far- 
neeo, is celebrated for its art in this 
land of art. Domenichino painted 
its walls with splendid frescoes, the 
subjects being choee-n from the lives 
of Sly Nilus and the second Atjbot of 
the monastery, St. Bortholoemis. 
People come from Rome to visit this 
chapel, attracted solely by the re
nown of its works of art» and roman
tic legends have grown around the 
figures in one of the pictures—that of

ly colored enamels, many hued mo
saics all glittering) with gold bor
ders and backgrounds, magnificently 
carved ivory diptychs and silver re- 
liiuariee, and richly woven textiles, 
constitute a variety of artistic oh- (By Rev. Father 
jects all brought together as beauti
ful as they are rare.

How, you ask yourself, have these 
frjpl ctfcyacts endured through the cen
turies; how did they escape the 
thieving hands of the French revo
lutionary troops that ransapked con
vents and
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is associated with that pagh St. Nilus receiving the visit of the 

aknsinc Fmru».». __ »_• ... „ „. __1Di!"DK Emperor Frederick II., oi the 
ttirteeoth century. He and his fol
lowers sacked the Abbey, and among 
Other precious objecte which they 
carried oil to Luccra, in the south 
01 I,ai-Vr ""as a bronze cow which 
adorned the fountain. This is sup-, 
Wsed to have been the work of the 
celebrated Greek sculptor Myron, who 
lived three centuries before Christ. 
« was given to the Abbey by one of 
T6 CouMs «' Tuaculum, who found 

m one of ancient) villa» of this 
Neighborhood^ where it was brought 
y one of the generals who cotiquer- 

«Q Greece and carried off its treo- 
*”re® t0 ItaIy- This exquisite work 

sculpture was held in such estUn 
the Abbots had It copied into 

e>r seal as the distinctive device of 
pIace- People believed that the 

^“Uml of the cow in the seal was 
..,tymbo1 o' the Church, or the 
<>%. which supplies nourishment to 
Z,T’ Wher0ee reel fact is
Creek ' B record °f tile ancient 
^ scuiptor-s work. In the ccn-

« y,„ "chitTave over the door 
« * t a bas-«Hef In marble

«■at work is still to be seen; and
_ 1” Probably the only
•"“""al of Myron-» cow.

•three centurie» 1 
Severe, who was

• *Ullnn tt r “ ■’ WaS 
M*ninQT»datory of

by naturq 
*race a piieeL 
<0ee instincts, 
p6rt of this 

^ the inn]

Emperor Othq HI. A^art alto
gether from thq splendid arrange
ment of the picture, which shows the 
Emperor, bearing hisx crown, ad
vancing to meet the aged monk, and 
their cordial embt-ace, the fact that 
in St. Nihrs the monk Filippo Mor- 
etti, contemporary with the artist,
1b portrayed, heightens popular in
terest in the picture. That interest 
is increased when it is said that the 
personage holding! the Emperor’s 
horse is % a portrait of Domenichino 
himself; and that the one leaning on 
the horse is ÔuAdo Rent; and that 
Guercino is beside hdm carrying - a 
lance. Romance reaches its height 
when wo learn that the amazon seen 
in, the middle of the picture is the 
la$y that Dpmenichino lovedr-a cer-
»! r h , . _ years ago two palimpsests w
fClv .r^de ^1' W""e . - Strabo.

Interesting as all these things are, 
it is not here that the attraction of 
Grottaferrata now liqs. In a series 
of balls there is an exhibition of 
Italo-Byzantine * art which is unique.
This exhibition is held on occasion 
of the commemoration of the ninth 
'"‘"’ternary of this noteworthy Abbey, 

objecte exhibited here have been
twhivarf from many pri-

i, from churches and 
and from towns

carried off church trear 
surqs in their raids into Italy at the 
end of the eighteenth and beginning 
of the nineteenth century ? There is 
scarcely a grand work of art in 
church or gallery in Italy that has 
not made "the grand tour” to Paris, 
and tho stoTy of some of the mi
grations of celebrated pictures would 
were they related, prove as interest
ing as a nowaday novel.

The gem of the collection is 
manuscript copy of a portion of the 
New Testament containing the Gos
pel of St. Mark and a portion of 
that of St. Matthew. It contains 
188 leaves. It is a magnificent 
volume, written in silver letters on 
purple stained parchment. Enclosed 
in a glass-covered case, over which a 
green silk curtain is drawn when vi
sitors are not inspecting it1, there are 
two pages open to view. These are 
changed every few days, so that fre
quent visitors to thq abbey might in 
time study the whole of the illustra
tive pictures or illuminations which 
adorn this beautiful book.

For the first time in history this 
"'Codex Rossanenis,” or manuscript 
of Rossano, has been removed from 
the little city in Calabria from which 
it takes its name, and which also 
claims to be the birthplace of St. 
Nilus, the founder of Grottafcrrata. 
It is in Greek, and where the silver 
letters are still fresh and clear on 
the bluish-purple of the parchment 
the sense of richness is brought home 
to the mind. It fiâtes from the 
sixth .century, and is one of the 
five or six purple parchment docu
ments with silver letters in exist
ence. There are. seventeen illustra
tions in, it of New Testament scenes, 
and forty figures of Prophets. Here 
the student of early art will find the 
first steps in the development of the 
art of tho Catacombs into that of 
the Middle Ages. The figure of 
Christ in the several scenes Is 
grand and so expressive of what one 
imagines Christ to have been in His 
earthly appearance, that one is sur
prised at the height the artist reach
ed. This excellent painter, whose 
name is lost to us, has grouped his 
figures with effect; and his crowds, as 
in the picture of the entrance into 
Jerusalem, when the people came 
forth to meet the Saviour, and car 
ried palm branches in their hands 
and laid their garments beneath His 
feet, are treated with a mastery thjat 
is rare. Such a book is a treasure 
worthy of its high theme.

There are other manuscripts of 
beauty and value here, but one has 
scarcely eyes for tfcqm after seeing 
this of Rossano. There are a few 
specimens of palimpsests, or parch
ments written twice over, the first 
writing being erased and a second 
written on the space thus cleared. 
The art of bringing back the original 
script sufficiently clear so- that it 
might be read, was invented by Car
dinal Mad early in tho nineteenth 
oentiiry. These documents have a 
blue look from the acids employed in 
restoring the lost writing. In those 
palimpsests of Grottafcrrata frag
ments of the Geography of Strabo 
were found, and the Abbe Battifol 
found in a Vatican manuscript some 
years ago two palimpsests with ad
ditional fragments of Strabo. Fa* 
ther Cozza Luzi, khbot of Gro't/to- 
ferrata, who died a few weeks ago, 
was tho discoverer of other Import
ant fragments of Straibo, and he held 
that all ttoqse came from Calabrian 
monasteries. Abbe Battifol is con 
vinced that all the manuscripts of 
the series came from the Basil)an 
monasteries of CaJeibria, end the 
greater number of them from Oar- 
bone and Rossano. So far as Greek 
palimpsests are concerned, Rossano 
eeeme to cfccupy a position similar 
to that of Bobbie, the Irish manee- 
tery in the Apennines founded by St. 
Colmnbanue, whence came all the ex
isting Latin palimpsests to be met 
with in ti
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Sykes, S.J., in 
Canadian. Messenger for August.;)
It was Edmund Burke, who', more 

than a hundred years ago, called the 
Press in England the Fourth Estate 
of the realm, adding than, it was tho 
most powerful of thorn all. Wha-t 
would he have said, I wonder, if he 
had lived in the opening days of the 
present century, and been a witness 
of the gigantic and ubiquitous im
portance "to which the modqm Press 
has attained, eclipsing with its fierc
er light those inferior orbs, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal and the 
Commons, and causing them to "pale 
their uneffecfual fire” ? Generally 
speaking, it may be said that a coup- 
try is blessed or cursed with a Press 
which it deserves to have; and if a 
civilized country loves order, moder
ation, liberty, as opposed to license, 
ji^ticc and decency, Its journals, 
which are a re.flex of the prevailing 
publie tone and sentiment, will fie 
the organs that will voice the com
mon feelingw and virtues of the peo
ple. Evqn in the best-ordered com 
muni ties there will be, of course, 
journals and newspapers which do 
not. reach so high a level, as well as 
disreputable prints which disgrace i 
respectable profession and calling 
but these will not be representative 
of the true spirit, and the better-class 
elements of the community,j and thqy 
will ha-ve to hide themselves away 
from the full light of day, as guilty 
men steal out only after dusk., and 
the night birds lon-e the shelter of 
the darkness.

• One of the most useful and valualJo 
functions of an honest public press is 
Che exposure of abuses. There is no 
doubt that even the fear of exposure 
by the newspapers often acts us a 
wholesome* deterrent to people who 
m ght otherwise be indifferent to 
conscience or justice. It is precisely 
iftie, to my mind, and not alone in 
the purveying of news to their rea
ders, which is generally regarded at 
the most important function of tin 
daily newspapers, that the existence 
of our journals is justified. Abuses, 
systems, conduct, which are worthy 
of reprobation, and which might 
otherwise continue to flourish, can 
be dragged to the light of day, with
out trenching on the reticences of 
private life, can be pilloried and 
driven out of existence. But this 
presupposes a healthy public opinion, 
a love of justice, freedom from cor
ruption and other suitable condi
tions in the community concerned. 
The public Press in England has of
ten rendered invaluable service to tho 
welfare and interests of the country 
t represents, by fearlessly fulfilling 
this part of its duty and by circu
lating a sound and healthy public 
opinion on many important, matters
and has thus earned the undying gra
titude of those who really love the 
land of which they are citizens.

It is the object of this paper to 
say and to maintain that Catholics 
as Catholics underrate the immense 
power for good or evil of the public 
Press. Will any one assort that the 
disgraceful proceedings now enacting 
in France would have been possible 
if the Catholics of that country had 
at their back a powerful, a popular 
nd

effective purposes. *No doubt there 
would have to be wise and wide- 
minded management in the conduct 
of their journals; but 1 foil sure that 
ability, enthusiasm, intellectual force, 
liberal-mindodniNss and a bold pru- 
l«-nco would secure for a 
Catholic in a Catholic coun
try a newspaper Press which would 
effectively advocate their policy and 
principles, and find support amongst 
a large and important section of the 
community. By this means they 
would raise up for themselves a 
strong wall of defence, which could 
stand themi in stead in times of diffi
culty, when they would not be left 
os they are at the present moment 

"naked to their enemies."
Of one thing 1 am persuaded, and 

thht Is, that wo entirely under rate 
the power of the Press, and that Ca
tholic interests in many lands are 
suffering thereby. It Is all very well 

> say that we must trust to suih*v- 
natural means and leave aside all 
carnal weapons. On the contrary, we 
are to make use of all natural means 
first; and surely the public Press is 
a thing at least indifferent' in itself, 
and can be turned into an engine for 
effecting untold good. Why should 
we not. recognize,facts ? ls the cause 
of Christ, of His truth, of His 
Church to be allowed to go by d*- 
fault. v Is it. not worth every effort 
and deserving of our warmest en

thusiasm ? Surely Calholir newspni>- 
ors—not necessarily what we call re
ligious journals, but journals con
ducted by loyal and intellectual Ca
tholics, for the world at large as 
well as for Catholics themselves, 
would Kayo n largo field of endeavor 
und effective good before them, a ca
reer of precious usefulness ! Would 
it not be their function in all things 
honest and honorable to compete 
with secular journals, and with fair
ness and ability to explain, or if 
n«xl be to defend, Catholic faith and 
Catholic practices from ignorant or 
o^ndacioois attack ? How can Car 
thohes bq said to love the Church 
of which they are members (those of 
them who have the necessary em.in- 
ment), jf they will not step down into 
ie arena and do their devoir for the 

noblest cause that can nerve t he hand 
w the brain, or .stir the devotion and 
enthusiasm of the heart of man ? if 

o would move the world we must 
have our hand on the mighty lever 
which directs its motions, or else 
we must step aside and with folded 
arms see it turn in the direction con
trary to that in which we wish it to 
revolve.

I hajve hoard the phrase • knights 
of the pen;” and. in truth, I think 
it not so ill chosen, for tho pen may 
bo turned into a mighty chivalrous 
weapon, and literature and tne I’.css 
may do what the knights of old per-

great writer. Wilfred of Ivanhoo 
though weak with his wound and loss 
of blood, overthrew in the lists, i„ 
Iwhalf of the defenceless maiden, Ro. 
bocca, the proud and sensual Temp, 
lar, in the fuloeas of his strength; 
and so it is decreed by llim. Who is 
greater than all evil amt vice and 
sm. that the arm of virtue shall over
come the power of darkness. If the 
power of tho Press is perverted to 
evil purposes, if hooks are written 
winch undermine faith and virtu,, and 
morality, wo must supply the anti- 
dole to the poison; we muet show, 
especially to youth, that virtue, is 
more lovely than vice, truth than 
falsehood. The devil should not he 
allow,si to work his own sweet will 
e'en in books and pamphlets and 
newspapers: hut we should endeavor 
hv. every means in onr power to cons 
Vert the Press from „n engine of des- 
IrnHion into a mighty influence f„t>

Balfonr’s Government Dead.

. ..... tv,vn uiu per
formed—stay injustice, defeat oppres 
Sion, protect weakness and •i.-iuo, 
and fight the manly battle for all 
good causes. And I would say to 
all those who can safely wmid this 
cunning weapon of the pen- O r,l ye 
<o the fight and quit ye like men !’• 
Put your speer in rest and splint;r 
a chivalrous lanco in behalf of Christ 
and His sacred Cause, His Chvr.h 
His truth : No Paynim or Saracen 
opposes you, but sin s^d Nice und

and shall bite the dust. Wield your 
pcs, in behalf of "whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever modest, whatso
ever just, whatsoever hoJy, whatso
ever lovely, whatsoever of good 
fan*." Shall it be said that pens 
shall be more busy and more cunning
ly handled for tho opposite cause 
than for the best and holiest ? Ab-—----- — -------------- —“'C uesv ana nollest 7 Ab-

It may be urged that if Ca-, sit. Shell it be spoken that vice can

thoroughly representative! guilt and injustice and onnressivn 

Press? The same thing is true of hhall go down before your onslaught 
other countries in which measures)1 — 
inimical to the Church’s interests 
have been passed1, though the majo
rity of the population is Catholic.
There the Press is either in the hands 
of the anti-religious minority or 
under the management of those who 
are at least indifferent to the Inter
ests of the Church and of Catholic
ism.
t holies,in the instances referred to. 
bad a strong public sentiment be
hind them, they would find it eawy to 
obtain effective representation of 
their interests and principles in the 
great and influential organs of publie 
opinion. But I do no* think that 
their failure to secure such backing 
and support In the public press is 
owing to the weakness of their cause.
It ie rather sowing to their policy of 
laissez faire, fo apathy, to timidity, 
to a want of energy, of enthusiasm

lack o#
to

London. .July 23.—John Redmond, 
M.P., chairman of the -Irish Parlia
mentary Party, is the central figure 
in the present acute political crisis. 
Ik* not only mndo tho motion on 
which Balfour’s ministry was dofoa-t- 
©d, but during the last fortnight ho 
has mndo a series of parliamentary 
coups which paved the way for lust 
Thursday's disaster. He is quoted 
as saying:

“It seems utterly Impossible to 
me that Balfour inn do other than 
) <)sign in v/iew; of nil the circums-tianicoq 
of his defeat. Perhaps for tho con
venience of both parties, neither of 
which desire a dissolution in August 
or September, an arrangement may 
lie arrived nt to dofor actual rostg-irnw 
lion until October, but any way you 
look nt it Bnlfoan-'s government is

•The corpse nmy be kept above tho 
ground for a time, but decomposition 
has already set in. It has met the 
faite of every British Government in 
my memory in. being defeated on tho 
iHish question.

Just consider the dramatic aeries 
of events. A few days n*r<> Balfour 
introduced his redistribution scheme, 
the sole object of which was to satis- 
f.v the anti-Irish feeling of hi» fol
lowers by reducing the Irish retire- 
sent at ion in t he House of Commons 
by 22 members.

“He intended to rush it through 
with a couple of days’ disesrotion. 
Then he would have introduced hi a 
redistribution hill at the next sef>- 
sion and kept his government alive 
until the autumn of 190fi. By rais
ing a crucial point of order 1 got a 
decision from the. Si*>akcr compelling 
Balfour to afford ample time for de
bating the redistribution setn-me at 
this session.

“This was a staggering blow, and 
ho was forced to drop his scheme. 
Following this up the Irish party 
reduced the government majority on 
a question directly affqcting the Min
ister of War to such a low figure 
that Balfour was panic-stricken. Hq 
summoned a special meeting of his 
pa/rty members and appealed to them 
to support him by tihrir votes, or, 
he said, he must dissolve. They 
pledged themselves, but within two 
days we have defeated them out
right.

“The Irish Party naturally feds 
intensely gratified over this result. 
The other day Balfour proposed to 
his supporters to reduce Our repre
sentation. Now wc have destroyed 
Hs government. What more crushing 
retort could we have delivered ?”
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be tricked out in more attractive 
colors Umn simple virtue ? Again. 
God forbid. Shall it fie whispered 
that evil is more powerful than 
good, and that it is useless to com
bat it in the Press ? Never ! Are 
then the words of Lear, spoken in 
the excess of Me bitterness, all 
truth ?—

Plate sin with gold,

Peace is only to be found in recon
ciliation with destiny, when destiny 
seems, in the religious sense of the 
word, good.; that is to say, when man 
feels himself directly in the presence 
of God. Then, and then only, does 
the will acquiesce.—Henry Frederic 
A miel.

A^ «T- jnetice ^ ^

Knowledge cannot find or cannot 
prove religion. Religion is love. You 
cannot prove love,—but you can 
know its manifestations. A man’s ca.

'

less breaks
Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s straw doth 

pierce it 1

tirer I would believe that that re-co^Vi^TL:^iacorded in immortal .tory tr
> V- ,/ Si-.

religion—"Lex 
phin.

Atn&ndi”—The
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