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MAY 19, 1910

THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE.

A Canadian Sheep-shearing Scene.

vith (Wi head \iewed from behind, WE Se
traight hind legs, well covered with clear wool
to the hoofs e has o tull twist, well let down
and carries a full Jeg ol mutton I'he back s
wven, wide at the loin, well-fleshed, and 1n all 1ts
curves shows svinnetry, and goodly proportions
mall its parts We open the fleece, and find it
Lo be of good length of staple, fine in quality,
and uniform throughout, and shears 12 to 15 1bs
I'he skin is of a bright cherry color. Taking him
all in all, we conclude he is the right kind to

use. if the breeding of his progenitors 1s proper,
he has crossed the Atlantic or

no matter whethe

was dropped on our lamous (‘anadian soil

The ewe. in many respects, such as woolling,
covering, coloring, and fleshing qualities, should
he much of a similar type But we want, as u

a larget

rule, o sweet, feminine lace, gentle eye, .
indicat

head. and a moderate length of neck, all

ing a good milker \ compact, well-knit frame
is wanted in the ram, but not so 1n the ewe. The
owe should be built on more of a roomy pattern,
il such an expression maj he used. The excep-
tion to sweetnass ol face ewes is when a hreeder
may wish to  furnish  high-class and prepotent
rams to his customers In that case, stronger
built ewes and of a masculine appearance, will
prohably F;I\l' better results, but they would m»l
win in present-day show-rings Jefore  visiting
Andrew Mansell, in Fngland, many vears ago, «
riend gave a gentle hint as to the possible dis

appointment which might he n store in trying to

secure g oselection of a few shearling ewes And
ure enough, the flock appeared wanting in that
weotness of form and expression p]('lln'wi lu-luin-
hand in anticipation But see the results \ o)
ather breeder ever approached Mr. Mansell as a
Lrecder of rams which made so high a mark whereser
nsed The five ewes hought for Fairview 17armn
ot oné of themn a show ewe—were excellent
Ineeders, and proved tooont sitisfaction that raun
hreedineg is an art quite difterent from the ordi
nary lines of general pure-hreeding

Twenty-eight (el aeo the writer invested
ome  hard-carned  saving in Shropshires «tart
ing with five ewes and o hall interest in oo
['rom the first the yventuls proyed nrofitable.  and
oW with all the experience ol the many |u:}l_'
vars, the conclasion | and very clear and de
cided, at that —that soere another start to bhe mad
m life's work on v Canadian tarm Shropshir
sheep would most assuredly form a large part ol
{he live stock to he carrvied The reasons whe

v he summed up in this sentence Because ‘»h 2
have heenm mmore |\|"v¢m;yl\\w than all elee toecether on
the farm the past fwenty o or more Vears

Manitoba Sheep Sales.

We are just advised that it the dintention "
thu = ’\“']' hroeoder \wsociatian Ol \IA*'\l"'l“'
hold two or three auction ales thig fall ol Ty
1 the West thi intention - hein 1o curt a
naijority of these sheep fromn Oimfandien Doasese: 1 \\;
nnderstand that there o v o gt el ! ‘
I tack 1n Manittol o o 1 he present “’}" bt
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The sheep thrive Letter in the
wenther relieved of their fleeces, and
better showing in size and general ap
fuir and sale season, carrying more
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considered the undue discrepancy in the price paid
sy Canadian dealers for unwashed wool, as com
pared with that for washed wool, a discrimination
which is difficult to account for, in view of the
small amount of dirt removed from the fleece from
a perfunctory washing of a minutes in cold
water, in many cases amounting to little more
than a swimming bath.

When sheep are to be river-washad, a warm day
in 4 warm week should be chosen, as, in such case,

few

ihe water will be at a more comfortable tempoera-
ture, and safer for the health of both the sheep
and the men doing the work The sheep  should

bhe driven slowly to the place of washing, in order

that they may not he overheated. They should be
carcfully led into the water, instead of being
forced to jump from the bank of the river or
Creeh We have hnown more than one case of
sheep dying in the hands of the washer from a
forced sudden plunge into the water The head
should be supported above the water, the wool
squeezed with the hands to remove as much as

possible of the dirt, and the sheep carefully led {@

a level outlet, ‘and held for a minute to drip and
et its breath hefore being let loose, \void, if
possible, driving them home over a dusty  road,

and i week elapse hefore shearing, for the ris
ing ol the volk or oily substance exuded from the
skin. which adds to the weight of the fleece and

fucilitates the operation of shearing

Shearing machines are comding more generally
into use where large flocks are kept They are,
we believe, giving satisfaction, and, where flocks

of over fifty are kept, will soon pay for their cost,
as  good hand-shearers bhecoming scarce
Whether power machines or shears are used, the
mode of procedure is substantially the same. The
shearing may be performed on a clean harn floor
on a temporary platform of boards laid upon
scantling in the sheep pen, or on a low bench,
.ich as is generally used by shepherds in England

The common procedure is to set the sheep upon
its rump, and, commencing at the jaw, shear down
the throat and brisket, then the belly and inside
ol thighs Then, commencing again at the jaw,
shear down the left side, from throat and belly to
the until the tail and buttock on that side
s cleared Then, commencing at the ear on the
opposite side, shear from the spine to the breast
and belly, ending at the buttock on that side.
When the fleece is cleared from the sheep, it is
spread upon the floor, bright side down, any tags
of dirt present cut off, the outer edges of the
tlecce turned in, and the fleece rolled up from the
tail-end to the neck, when a thumb rope of the wool
is twisted into shape and wound tightly around
the and the end tucked safely under the
hand
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A Steady Job for the Sow.
That recent record-breaking hog prices in the
I'nitcd States must have been largely due to fail-
ure of production to keep pace with increasing de-

mand, is the conclusion of a well-reasoned article
The ef-

in the Farmer, of St. Paul, Minnesota.
foct of high prices, up to a certain point, in
tempting o sacrifice of breeding stock, thus accen-
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