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ScoUami on tef oteer hand, m^ordi.miy^tock

H2 r? v^ouTts
7 , h « “‘Y6 an average of £23 3s. 9d. Several 
sales of Shorthorns have also taken place lately 
In one case in England, Mr. Thornton 
average of £20 17s. 8d. for 59 head 
and, 31 head of Booth and Bates blood made £24 
bs. Od. A line Westmoreland herd 

average of £28 19s. 8d. for 34 head.
. lydesdales aie still moving along 

shipment of between fifty and sixty fillies 
made by Mr. Hassard on October 1st to Canada.
I hese were carefully selected and well bred 4iev 
should command a

used more extensively in America than 
variety.

The daim has been made that Shropshires 
the most prolific of all the breeds 
is certainly extravagant. : 
howe'er, to say that in this 
least

§any other time, which, if early in the spring, will
the closing of the front of the building, 
part of it devoted to the breeding 
peas and clover hay are grown, the pea Straw, if 
well saved, and the clover, may constitute the 

respect they are at principal winter feed, though, in the case of the 
lambs coming a year old, they should have a daily 
eed of oats, or oats and bran, and if roots 

provided, as they certainly should, for best re­
sults with most farm stock, a daily feed of these 
"HI keep them growing and thrifty. In the ab­
sence of peas or clover, corn ensilage in moderate 
quantRy, with bran, oats, and , such hay as is
condition*. ‘ Carry the fl°Ck thmugh in good

necessitate 
or theare

but this claim 
correct,

Whereewes.
It would be

-1got an 
In Scot-

average.

Founding a Flock. are
made an

Ihe acknowledged shortage of sheep in 
country, and the general revival of interest in 
md.stry owing to the active demand at present 
for breeding sheep for the United States trade 
suggests the timeliness of some hints regarding 
the founding of a flock and its oeneral 
ment. There is 
of almost

1
A great 

was

■jigrp, ready sale in
ham a?inU\U Sale of sur|)lus stock was held at Sea- 
(dvdes, i U'' a Week ag°, when 37 head of 
or an nv"’ "IOst foals and young stock, sold 

for an average of £45 5s. 4d Three geldings

The six filly 
and the six 

yearling colts 
At a general sale held in Perth 

nine head from (Ramis made an average of £56 
an equal number from Hosenhuugh made £42, and 
thirteen head from Mertoun 

Oct. 8, '04.

your manage-
no question about the suitability 

f 4u an^ soption of the Canadian Provinces 
for the successful raising of sheep. Our generally
"y Clln!ate and the variety of forage crops that Down ln the Maritime Provinces cattle are
handbag fgTn ^tinctly. favorable to the ^times afTccted with what is Tailed Pictou
be profitably8 kjpt on neaHvtveîvtrm ^Thcr" quite & COmpIaint that frequently becomes

!sh at f-resi-nt a good demand for sheep of all fected TyT’ many of the stock af-
the breeds, so that ,f one decides to invest in hamlicanned in the ZY veterinalians have been 
pure bred stock he need only act upon his own not heinZ u ° treatment of the disease, it
preferences as to which variety he starts with hut but th 5 known to any extent by the profession
h" -11 do well ,o first make a study of the mo he Dominten"°f Animals Branch oi
approved type of the breed he espouses and he thorough in, ?.epartment of Agriculture began a 
reasonably sure that he is starting right If he treatment nfYhYm011 mt° the cause> action and

foundation to W H Pethict V direction ol
a pure-bred flock will cost more than he is war- a letter to the -V Ant.gomshe, N. S. In
ranted in investing, let him secure good grade September 30ths 1 arrn®r3u Advocate.” dated 
ewes, and by the use of a pure-bred ram proceed not yet beenextîndlT ' ^ eX"eriments have
to improve the tpialify of the flock, until it has of time to warrant^ Ü B long enough Period
be character and type of the breed of his chôme sions wh.ch B t n m formlng definite conclu-

firmly fixed, so that they will breed reasonably on he te. a t0° haSt,ly arrived at. may, later
true to that type. There is no better season of ent, Ï am onlZ^tmTeZt^f n\isleading- At pres-

•' ear to found a flock than in the autumn as est susnieier, y , lberty to state that the strong­
er) this time the ewes are gener lly in good con- Jacob ma) as betee °r P’ant ragwort ( Senecio 
",tl0n ""d "*• f™"> lh« Inn.......... .. of their J 2 Zl > ”

A New Disease of Cettle. ■
-3

made the line 
foals drew 
colt foals £38 
made £48 6s

average of £65 9s. 
£4 1 7s. apiece,

five13s.

Sip
Wm

made £38.
" RCOTUANI) YET.”

”
What are Shropshires ?

A reader in South Australia enquires : “ Regard­
ing Shropshire sheep, are they considered 
the Down breeds ?”

. .... m

§mamong

3'es, the Shropshire is frequently called Shrop­
shire Down. As a breed the Shropshire -s a sheep 
ongmally composite in character, the improve­
ment of which has been chiefly effected during the 
ast century. The original bleed from which 

they are descended were chiefly known as ” Morfe 
Uommon sheep, from an extensive tract in 
Shropshire on which they fed, but some are de- 
s entants of sheep that fed on Cannock Chase, in
blond f °n VVhiUington Heath, and the
blood of all these strains now mingle in the im-
proxed Shropshire Improvement has been effect- 
ed very largely t rough crossing and selection, 
and also through better care and food. The blood 
of the Southdown, Cotswold and Leicester 
has all been freely used in their 
not in a

4
i

m
indirectly the cause 

even should further investiga­
tion prove the plant 
innocent of the 
charge, it is still a 
most

m

troublesome 
Many of the 

best farms in this 
district have depre­
ciated in value from 
twenty- five to 
seventy-five per cent, 
on account of this 
pest, 
that it is found in 
your Province only 
as a stray plant ; if 
so, I would strongly 
advise your people 
to start early and 
eradicate it, for, be­
ing a “ free seeder," 
it spreads rapidly, 
and
extensively natural­
ized.”

weed.
F

ÜSbreeds 
improvement, but 

i egiilar or settled order, although since 
middle of Ihe century but little outside blood 

has been used, and for many years none at all 
>i lginully, the Shropshires were horned, had black 

or brown

s
t ho

mI presume ;J*»i

i;
a

■ u
or spotted fares, and were an active and 

haidv race They produced about two nnd 
half Pounds of wool per fleece, and about forty 
pounds of mutton to the earcass. Improvement 
"as effected by a number of breeders working 
simultaneously and not always in the same lines, 
hence the lack of uniformity in types which char- 
aetenyed tie breed for 
nient had commenced.

Shropshires first gained marked distinction at 
the Royal Society’s Show at Gloucester in 1853, 
and again at Salisbury in 1857. They were first 
lerogm 0,1 m ihe pri e lists of the said show in 

1 1H84, at the Royal Show at Shrews-
bury, 875 Shropshires were on exhibition, 
t ha n twice

1
one- 'c**-. J

inariv years after improve-
Mbecomessoon

yllThe ragwort men­
tioned above as be- 
in g the probable 
cause of the Pictou 
cattle disease is 
of the order Com- 
positae, in the sub- 
order Tubulifloree. 
Spotton 
the

or moi e
as many as were brought forward of all 

Die other breeds combined.
Uhi'e the centre] home of the breed is Khmp- 

l’ '"'e' ,hev ar,‘ "o" bred numerously in more than 
half the counties in England They are also bred 
m considerable

one

Four Very Choice Tamworth Sows.
describes 
Senecio, 
ragwort 

belongs, thus : Rays
rows of the parts of the flower ? yellow Vcal^o® 
he involucre (bracts at the bottom of the flower) 

a single row, heads corymbose (having a flat- 
topped flower-cluster, with pedicels arfsing at 
lifferent points on the stem), leaves alteinate 
Ihe plant iteelf is thus described : flowers eolden 

yellow, Ihe heads forming a spreading corymb 
« cm erect- two or three feet high,gbranching 
glabrous or somewhat cottony, leaves nurnerm!? 
ymte, hq.mnatifid; that is, having two quite large 
obes at the end of the leaf, the lower with brofd 

segments, the upper with long, narrow divisions 
both ends being alike, and all smooth. The weed
I)rqpïhirke rSmTdS' and the advice offered^ 
i i. I ethick should be borne in mind.

wtLXhttf genus 
to whichnumbers in several counties in 

Excellent flocks have beenScotland and Ireland
established m Canada, more especially in Ontario. 
" 1ère they are more numerous than any of the 
° le* I»1111’ breeds. And they are found in con­
siderable numbers in various countries in Europe 
a,‘d Hi'' continent of South America.

Reading Characterisl ics.—In size

m
lambs, and as, in pure-bred flocks, 
have been bred to good stud 
cues that

the ewes will
rams, one may secure 

are 11 beady in lamb, and thus avoid 
Die necessity of buying a ram for the first 
;Vld ma'V select a good ran, land, from his own 
thal may answer his purpose well for the next 
season s mating with all the flock except his dam 

I heir D is not wise to breed the eue lambs (he first 
are sure year, hut to mate them at about eighteen months

general adaptability. They old, to have their first lambs at about two years
! - adapted, however. 1o surfaces not o old. As a rule, it is decidedly advisable to buy

undulating, and to sections where a ir yearling ewes, if they ran be secured at -V
noporlion of the land is arable. They mature able price. Jf not, then a good selection of ewe
rR,;ry |,r<,lmbly ns any other breed except lambs may be had at less cost, and if well kept

Y °'!t u "« n- 1 hls property in the Shropshire through the winter, their fleeces, which are heav i
w-h 7,;',,a"y Valundle' owmg to <he extent to est the first year, will nearly, if not quite pay

j i (hey are used in crossing. for their first winter’s keep, and as they will do
lp P1 a?in^r qualities of the Sliroqslnres are well in the

Y'"*- but it re.piires better pastures than the will 
• 'mithdoxvn and Merino Its docility also adapts card, their
'* "ell to folding.

Shropshires final very well under suitable con- 
<1 i I ions

' 1year.
Shropshires

msiderahly larger than the Southdown», but 
so large as (he ol her Down breeds. 

wide diffusion and increasing popularity 
indications of I heir

:
aie not

a r»*

a reason-

is

< 1By the Way.
for tend-eYl0Sed $15° f°r my subscription for 1905 

>r the Farmer s Advocate and Home Magazine ” It 
is one of the best 8 6 11

York Co., Ont.

summer on the shortest pasture, and 
consume many weeds which other stock dis- 

s u miner kept will hardly he missed. 
( nil cues from pure-bred flocks may in some cases 
be had at this season for little ■ i'-ipapers we take.

more than the 
P' n e of grades, and if their teeth are reasonably 
good and their udders sound, one may, in this 
way. come into possession of the foundation of a 
flock at lit! le cost, as if these ewes are good for 
t wo

Ihe closeness of (lie fleece enables them 
e fattened where the shelter is very moderate. 

a"d they give an excellent return for the food fed 
quality of ( he meat 

V'Ml:i * 1 o that of the Southdown, while (he quan­
ta,nished is considerably 

1 t lulovvn.

FRED MILES.
to I

■ 9mI have been 
since I began farming, 
do without it. 

Waterloo, Ont.

a reader of the Farmer's Advocate" 
not afford to 

J. S. 8HANTZ.
The and find I couldis excellent, about

crops of offspring, the female produce of the 
fvvo years being retained for breeding purposes, 
will give one a very good stmt.

I'or their winter rare, a dry, open shed, with 
permanent one-sided racks around the walls of the 
building.

til more, and. 1 i1 e the 
they dress well in prnpoi tion to the «s

Your paper is certainly the ” Farmer's Advocate ”

u- “•»
live w eight

"i crossing upon grades and common storks 
''“lly, the Shropshires have s'u>wn themselves- 
issessed of especial val

ifire i-e
portable two-sided racks placed to 

suit, and with a roomy yard attached, enclosed 
with wo' en wire fencing, 
dogs, will answer the purpose well until Jambing

oras I D They also cross
' X( • i lent ly upon 1 he grades of the long-wool ^a' i»1- 
tio<

ne papl-s I ran » arm” * Advocate ” one of the best 
pipes I can get m .v.ry department in our home.

Wentworth, Ont. ANNIE C. HORMINQ.
as a protection from

and for that purpose they are now being
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