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When and Where to Apply Wood
Ashes. | The depth of soil can alone determine the depth

w ood asnes, among tne best ot saune manures of ploughing. When the soil is shallow the 
and also among the most economical, are coming gradual deepening of it should
to be more and more appreciated every year, use " _ ___________
Farmers now, as a rule, husband every pound the object is fully attained. The'sub-soil ought 
made on the farm and buy them whenever they not, as amle, to be brought out of its bed e-reent 

ionable rate. The time in small auantitii

Common-Sense Ploughing.
. Wood ashes, among the best of saline manures of

- . _ be sought by the
of appropriate materials for improvement until Chicken Gossip,

ht t f t bed ” I AS Mr" J‘ C’ wiehes *° know why chickens 
can be procured at a reasonable rate. The time I in small quantities to be exposed to the atmosphere I d° no* Pa^» we answer his question by a corre-

has gone by with good farmers for exchanging during the fall, winter and spring, or in summer BP°ndence by C. E. S., which may invigorate
ashes from good hard wood for a few pounds of fallow ; nor even then except when such fertilizers I some others to look about their poultry yards :

Leached ashes, while less valuable, contain all a productive conditiom^Tvro mdifferent’dfils’of along?”11’ J°hn' h°W y°Ur chlckens etting

the elements of the unleached, having been de- opposite character, as a still clay and sliding sand, «ob ,, , ,, ....
prived only of a part of their potash and soda, sometimes occupy the relation of surface and sub-1 0th«r nennWo A»,, > they don t seem to lay like 
Ashes benefit all soils not already rich in the L80^ to each other, and when thoroughly mixed and I rjuL? „ii tll ’ -I o°n t know why, for I 
principles they contain, and may be drilled in [subjected to cultivation they will produce a soil of h!y„ /“S. they can always
with roots and"grain, sown broadcast on meadows greatly increased value. * ^mrthdg £ a chZe ” 8tack* and Plck UP
or pastures, or mixed with the muckheap. Soils appropriated to gardens and horticultural „v f, , ge‘

The quantity of ashes to be applied to the purposes are often deepened to fifteen and even *~rL seemsrather strange, if they are
acre depends, as does that of all fertilizers, on the I eighteen inches with benefit, and those for general-1 iAf t +1.re î» ee^> no e888* Co
character of the soil and crop cultivated. Crops tillage crop to about twelve inches with decided * '
which exhaust the salts, as potatoes, turnips and I advantage. But whatever is the depth of the soil I J5? we are *° a portion of the stable penned
all roots, clover, lucerne, peas, beans and the I plough ought to turn up the entire mass if I them, mm! so dark we could scarcely tell
grasses, are benefited by ashes. The crops named I within its reach, and what is beyond it should be I whether they were chickens that were bustling 
thrive well under an application of ashes with thoroughly, broken up by the sub-soil plough. I ar°und or not; but soon our eyes got used to the 
bone-dust, and. their effects are also strengthened When all circumstances are favorable to the use of I comparative darkness, and we were prompted to 
when mixed with gypsum. Light soils call for the sub-soil plough an increase in the crop follows, I ask a question or two.
light dressings, say from ten to fourteen bushels a® th« hard earth below the reach of the ordinary “Well, John, how is it that you have such a 
of unleached and twice that quantity of leached P*°ugh has been loosened. This permits the small place for them ? Why this is not large 
ashes per acre. Rich lands or clays bear heavier escape of the water which falls on the surface, the enough for a dozen fowls, and you must have fifty
dressings. Repeated dressings of ashes like re- I circulation of air and a more extended range for I here !” J
peated dressings of lime or gypsum, without a the roots of the plants, by which they procure ad- “Yes I reckon there ™ » 
corresponding addition of vegetable or barnyard ditional nourishment and secure the crop against . . ,
manures, are not admissable, for they will eventu- I drought. The benefits of sub-soil ploughing are I Why keep it so aark?
ally exhaust lands when applied alone. Where ju08t apparent in an impervious clay sub-soil and . don’t know; never got time to put a window 
the entire surface of the soil is covered with vege- I lea8t evident in loose and leachy soils. I ”
table growth, either of the three materials named ®n low or strong land the experienced farmer “How often do you clean this out’ You should 
acts with great effect. For this reason ashes may I prefers to see the furrow left on edge exposed to have it well cleaned once a week at least ”
be applied unmixed with other fertilizers to I thc ?°tlon °f air and harrow. Sandy or dry soil. ,,, ,
meadow lands for a longer time than to any other requires flat ploughing, which tends to consolidate T U“’ ,, ,would never do; couldn’t find time, 
crop. the land. 1 1 generally shovel it out once a year, and surely

In reply to questions asked at the Elmira (N. ,Asa rule ,thosc crops are the most productive that,js enouRh for chicks.”
Y.) Farmers’ Club in regard to the valué of leached I ^ lch a.re P*oughed the oftenest. Caution must I * es if you do wish them to lay. Is that 
ashes and the best manner of applying them to , u?. ’ however, especially after the second the sand-box in the corner?” 
general crops, as corn, wheat and oats, the {’°ii • C°I?’ wken a surface-plough is less “No, that’s an old box the boy had a hen set- 
following information was gained : Leached ashes ™ yW.™ tJle ro° 8 than an ordinary one.— ting in last year, and that’s the same nest yet ”

srsus je ïrzr hLte _ I do - -- -
X’".'2S r;£«u of Sari:l,um I jls.; r -e *->the soil is sod, in which case ashes spread on the uAs, regards the cultivation, in the first place, it VhJl Ji™. the spring, and m the wmter

surface tend to increase the crop of grass. q>i,e should be planted upon a rich soil which is both I J’ yw n* no sand.
safest and best use of leached ashed on most kinds warm and dry, as sorghum will not grow and ac- I ‘^°> “ y°u do not want the trouble of taking
of soil is spreading them on old meadow or old I c.umu a*;e saccharine matter from a cold, moist or I e88® to the house. Have you given your
pasture. Working them into land on which *rlayey soil, but it does grow to its greatest per- chickens any fresh meat this winter?”
potatoes are to be planted in the same season is Fe(:tll011 where the soil is a sandy loam. The arti- “Yes, last fall, when the hogs were killed we 
also a good way to use them. Good ashes make 7cla, preparation of the soil, so far as preparatory gave them the lights; that lasted them some time 
a valuable dressing for wheat land and foe corn, Iertilization is concerned, is no different than for and I guess the cats helped them awav with 
but the leached ashes are too uncertain in their ®r(alnaO cultivated crops. It is better to have it I them!”
character to recommend for such use. follow some well-manured crop that has has been “I simnnse that , ■ . , ... '

C»1 ..he. are inferior in to tho.e from ĥ** ST*" ”i »o„ ’“d SSTE “,’tE
wood and vegetables, but are nevertheless of with decomoosed mlnZ « Wf man“red and I see no water-c^s-a little water is vervte’

oa,Fr£er-c,.zsrîEiïÆ::n& iatod
practice of collecting and reducing to ashes all the FP°i!np0aXOr1S0meth,mg ?f that sort> m the good, neat, comfortable nests for them are also re-
rubbish of the farm not otherwise available, such dis, which may be two and a half to three feet quired. We should always be about them two or 
as brush, old wood, sods, rags-in fact everything FiFthe hiU/lU C suPerph°sphate may be employed three times a day ; they always requirs sand and 
which cumbers the place as useless matter. Burnt a q“lck start to the young plants, water; and if we ever want to make any portion
earth is not only a manure it itself, but is most ÏÎ ^ b®, ^P4, clean> and lts cultivation be of our farm profitable we must pay attention to 
useful to mix with artificial fertilizers which con- thorough and frequent. it. Nothing pays to keep unless iHs worthXn
not be easily distributed alone or too strong to When matured, and before early frosts it tion.”
sow among seed unmixed with other material.— should be cut up and the leaves stripped’ off 
New 1 ork Herald- (which make very fair fodder), and the stalks tied

in bundles, saving the seed, which affords an aver-
r„Æt“d t éi 3»” riL”g"c“"s

as close proximity as possible to the plants it is to The nriee for L'l . •
nourish, since in all cases of decomposition the ,)er e dlon which f i fTtUr‘ôg ^ ^enty cents 
disengaged substance enters into new combina- the commô 'rA® redu=.ed to fifteen cents
turns at the very instant it is throw n off, much an „cre varie! ‘ ,i lle quantity produced from
mo,Od„I„dl, than i, a, |

orAs»t0 ValUf it.,ha3 ever to he considered equal 
My experience is that in no way is farmyard I markT"1 The 'onÏy ^üT,^tSyrUIt-0f ^ 

profitably employed than to meadow kept into the summer there is a^ B iuK.ÎÏT’ ‘f 
or pasture land, if it is spread the same day it is to fermentation when kent in a g Î tendency 
put out. Of manure applied to land, on which It wo^ , , ' ^
there was no crop, the nitrogen passed aiglit down furf'mr ti nar(lly be a profitable crop to grow
to the drains; but on grass the roots are there all farmers nccessary -for family use. The
the year round, ready to lay hold of the runaway ten to tun. t 0 engage in its cultivation plant
food, storing it up for future use.-[,l. A., in latter a r lf'1"”6 ,r.ods.of t>rolmd. <'™d from the
Ag, -[ W. £T„r„HK,m"U ‘ b"ml «' *>™V-

me,

Doctoring.
A little dosing or doctoring may be a decided 

benefit to the health of fowls, if done when the 
disease first makes its appearance, but it is seldom 
of much avail when the ailments have once gained 
a hold. In cases of

In all systems of manuring 
borne in mind: that manure

rouP) gapes, etc., there are 
medicines which are very beneficial when adminis­
tered in time, but many of the diseases and dis­
orders which so perplex and annoy the poultry 
breeder could be avoided by keeping the house 
clean and

manure more
pure, and by adopting a careful and 

common-sense system of management through­
out. Preventives of this kind are invariably 
satisfactory than dosing chicks after they have 
been attacked, and we shall always advocate that 
kind of medicine

more

being decidedly cheaper andas
more effective.
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