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TORONTO LETTER.

Settlement of Gowans kent Loss—The Rerating of
Loronto Kisks i the Congoested  INsnct,— e
Hamilton Board as a Debaung dSociety . —.\ s
apponnent, Somewbateo - An lnvenuon tonat wil
be Popular.—When your Policy rapires it will
Exploae, and you cannot Fail to Know i,

vdl ilog, L Domniimion adyustnent nuicau,
LaadisOn & INUil Uy vl Yo \.l'\, Havd COlLpHICICU L
PGS B At s g A applaisiing THE 1ie 1uss sus
Llicd Dy The Lovais NCoe Colipaiy o ol aova,
bast, GG, LI WOl Uodie Dy lie puddcall as
Lot Wal i ailicicniiy dong, buc tie nguies shiow
HEPOSSIILY ol anly sdivage buing made. e loss w
the Comipaiies Wil thereiore, be total, both on stoca
and onbstures, Lhus: stock loss, ;‘)‘:“‘J“‘J; Hisur
WG, DO, 500, IIxtures, kKin, ete, $10,9353.84; Hisurance
T/H000. Lotal lnsurance, $97,500.  Loial loss, Ly,
/Y7038 Lossus WHICH are tota are very distasteiul o

LNSUTANICL (nlllll.tlll\'.\ at all tmes, but espectally so

When they orngiiate i a ity as well provided witn ire

tghting apphances as loronto clams to be. It will

be remembered  this hire occurred m nudday, and ap
pears to have started i the cellar, m the rear part ot

e warchouse, and the cause must be classed as “"un-

hnown, Ihe tirm think it possible that detective

clectnie hight wining 1s to blame. W hen tirst discover-
ed, the tire was a small one, rather msiginticant, and
the employees undertook to extunguish it themselves,
but, the weather bemyg severe, waterpipes and water
casks were tound frozen up. When the fire brigade
arcived a turther nustortune resulted, for without thor-
ough mvestigation, or through bad judgment, and
lack of appreciation of the impending danger, the tire-
men assumed that the small blaze they saw was under
control, or extinguished, and so started back to the

Iare Halls.  In consequence they had to be recalled,

but the tme lost was tatal, and the total destruction ot

the warchouse followed.

Unwonted activity is a striking feature in the Rat
g Department of the Toronto Board; Secretary Me-
Cuag with additional assistants has no light task in
romspecting and rerating all risks within the * Con-
gested Distriet.”  This has followed from the adop
ton of a new standard of rating by the Annual Meet-
g ot the Toronto Board held in February,  An In-
surance Agent being asked what was being  done
with the obnoxious “contlagration extra,” or what re
mains of it, replied that it was being entombed within
the new rate.  Buried out of sight, but there.  The
Companies must live anyway.

1t is currently reported that the old line *Companies’
will have to look sharply aiter their business this vear.
The nonboard Companies are receiving fresh acces-
stons to their ranks this spring. They will all get
sume business, less or more, and it is equally certam
that what they get will be so much taken from the
revenues of the hners. Tt will not be all inferior risks
cither.  Now, what will the Associated Companies do
about it 7 Indeed, what can they do ?

All privileged to receive and read, and who have re-
gularly read from time to time, either by right, or hy
courtesy, the Minutes of the Hamilton Board of Un-
derwriters must have observed with interest, if not

INSURANCE & FINANCE CHRONICLE.

3L 11899

. 5

MArcH

Wit syiapatny, an ever-evident leantag towards the
Big il ol Wi palt ol that fnstiiaton; and - @ certamn
itu(il-ll‘b‘ ur 5“)1)[“5’ wor kllU\\lL‘\]b’L‘, and mormauon
POt Taallcrs and Ligs pcl‘lmclu (anid llll‘)cl'llllclll)
Lo LG Ie misurance merests lq.rcwnud. 1 Uik i
I+ 0L uniur W say that this yeariing atter knowledge
@ld the oIt expresscd and always nuphed desire 1o oe
CioUse an s uay, daind to ll‘: L'L'Ilt'r'dll\)ll, Lds not been
LWy appreciated by e Co b, UL s, e Jarger aAsso
Ciauol- iy, b obeaeve a Icclly anun o bowciation
witd anpancnce has been allowed o wmliuence e
patent (by couitesy) wstitution in deahng with us
ambiated but subordinate Board. 1o use a cominon
eapression, its dehberations and motions have been,
L tear, oo trequently “sat upon,”  Has such a thing
happened lately ¢ L ask, because upon 13th wmstant
a notce was Issued to members that at its next week-
Iy mecting the ollowing “topic” would be discussed,
and a full meeting of members was invited. “Is it in
“the iterests o1 Agents of Taritf Companies to give
“encouragement to non-tariff offices by acting as their
“agents?  Now, the setting of this jewel of debate
was artistic, and the moment of its introduction seem-
mgly well tmed. However, it happens that this ques-
tion and its kindred aspects is disturbing the greater
miinds of the C, F. U. A, at this present, and they have
been for weeks pondering what steps they should take
1 dealing with this whole question of non-tariff com-
petition. At this juncture, with a zeal somewhat,
however slightly, tempered with discretion, the Ham-
tton Board precipitate the question and “rush in,”
where the great men of the C, I, U. A, seemingly
“lear to tread.”  Now mark the sequel, as the novelist
would say. It was to be expected that a very full and
representative meceting would turn out on the appoint-
ed day, and orators on either side would urge their
views, and a vote of yeas and nays be taken.
Things did not so develop themselves.  The subject
we are told “was fully discussed, but no action was
taken, because it was a matter to be dealt with only
by the C. I, U. A, Further, there was a unanimous
assent that it was not in the interest of Tariff Com-
panies to allow their Agents to represent non-tariff of-
tices.  (This wnamimity, by the way, was a curious
thing too.)  Now, what happened 7 What dropped,
that the Hamilton Board did not handle the an-
nounced “topic” with the ability inherent in the
Board, and with the lucidity and deitness that the ori-
ginal statement of the proposition gave promise of ?
Surely freedom of discussion is their's,

I am advised of a new and curious invention which
will be sure to meet the quick favor of all policy-hold-
¢rs, whether Fire, Life or Accident.  Patents being
applied for, details are, of course, withheld. Brietly,
the novelty is this. A detonating seal or band at-
tachable to a policy or renewal receipt is so beauti-
fully and delicately constructed, as under certain cir-
cumstances and conditions to be capable of “going
off,” or exploding harmlessly, at the exact instant of
expiry of the contract to which it is affixed.  Accom-
panying and succeeding the detonation, there is a
strong pungent musk-like odor which will under or-
dinary conditions last for some hours, and in this
way would meet the case of a policy overlooked, and
which has during the absence of the holder expired
and “detonated,” because what  he was  prevented
from hearing would become noticeable by his sense
of smell. The inventor claims he has succeeded in
meeting all possible time requirements, as to short
date and annual expiries, and on 1st of April will issue
his advertisement and be ready to supply the trade.
Three year expiries he is yet working at, not having
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