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mm sy nipainy, an cvc-rev-dem leaning towards lliv 
i.giu un ma pari ui mal institution; ami a certain 
ivucmug ur gi upmg lur knowicugc, ami imurmalion 
upon mallets ana tilings pertincm (and impertinent; 
lu lue lire insurance interests represented. 1 inline 11 
1 • not uniuir lu sa) thaï Uns yearning aller knowledge 
and the ult expressed and always implied desire lu ue 
it use in its uay, and lu ils gcueraliuii, lias nut ueeu 
nuiy appreciated uy me i_. 1 . D. .1., me larger .issu 
ciauuii- nay, l Lieueve a iceling akin lu uuuieiatiun 
.aid nnpaiience lias been alluwed lu inllueuce the 
1 aient (by courtesy) iiisliluliun in dealing with us 
annulled mil suburduiale iluard. Xu use a common 
expression, ils deliberations and mutions have been, 
1 tear, loo Ircqucntly sat upon. lias such a tiling 
happened lately : 1 ask, because upuii 13th install! 
a in nice was issued to members that at its next week
ly meeting the following "topic would be discussed, 
and a lull meeting oi members was invited. "Is it 111 

the interests ul Agents oi 1 ariit Companies to give 
" encouragement to non tariff offices by acting as their 
" agents: Now, the setting of this jewel ol debate 

was artistic, and the moment oi its introduction seem
ingly well timed. However, it happens that this ques- 
tion and its kindred aspects is disturbing the greater 
minds of the C. F. U. A. at this present, and they have 
been for weeks pondering what steps they should take 
m dealing w ith this whole question of non tariff com
petition. At this juncture, with a zeal somewhat, 
however slightly, tempered with discretion, the Ham
ilton Hoard precipitate the question and "rush in," 
where the great men of the C. F. U. A. seemingly 
' tear to tread." Now mark the sequel, as the novelist 
would say. It was to be expected that a very full and 
representative meeting would turn out on the appoint
ed day, and orators on either side would urge their 
views, and a vote of yeas and nays be taken.
1 lungs did not so develop themselves. The subject 
we arc told "was fully discussed, but no action was 
taken, because it was a matter to be dealt with only 
by the V. F. U. A. Further, there was a unanimous 
assent that it was not in the interest of Tariff Com
panies to allow their Agents to represent non tariff of
fices. (This unanimity, by the way, was a curious 
thing too.) Now, what happened ? What dropped, 
that the Hamilton Hoard did not handle the 
nuunced "topic” with the ability inherent in the 
Hoard, and with the lucidity and deftness that the ori
ginal statement of the proposition gave promise of ? 
Purely freedom of discussion is their’s.

1 am advised of a new and curious invention which 
will lie sure to meet the quick favor of all policy-hold
ers, whether l ire, Life or Accident. Patents being 
applied for, details are, of course, withheld. Hriefly, 
the novelty is this. A detonating seal or hand at
tachable to a policy or renewal receipt is so beauti
fully and delicately constructed, as under certain cir
cumstances and conditions to be capable of "going 
off," or exploding harmlessly, at the exact instant of 
expiry of the contract to which it is affixed. Accom
panying and succeeding the detonation, there is a 
strong pungent musk like odor which w ill under or
dinary conditions last for some hours, and in tltis 
way would meet the case of a policy overlooked, and 
which has during the absence of the holder expired 
and "detonated,” because what he was prevented 
from hearing would become noticeable by his sense 
of smell. The inventor claims he has succeeded in 
meeting all possible time requirements, as to short 
date and annual expiries, and on 1st of April will issue 
his advertisement and be ready to supply the trade. 
Three year expiries he is yet working at, not having
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Settlement of How an» Kent l.oss.—The Re-rating of 
101 onto Kl»»» 111 tlic Loiigvsteil District.— me 
Hamilton Hoaril as a Debating society. A Dis 
a) >|» nut ins 111. Somcwiidt. An invention mat w .it 
lie Popular, u lien your Policy l.xpires it will 
l .xplouc, and you cannot t ail to Know it.

i^idi 1 .iiitoi. 11,, Dominion .viljUkimcni uuteau,
Hanson ci ixellucoy ol y oui cay, Have cumpivieu 11.1.1 
«.ni.ail» ni mi,listing aim appi.using lue me loss sus 
lumen iiy tile UUW.111S twin v onq.auy on lulu 1 eu. 
last. j.tummy, me Wub Uoiic uy tile mil call lias 
1.evil wen aim siiieieliny nolle, urn tue ligures snow 
impossibility ol any salvage being mane. 1 nc loss 10 
tne Companies will, Utereiore, be total, Uotli on stuc» 
and on n> lures. 1 mis. stock loss, $y.s,ni3.t»;; uisut 
ai'vv, $190,300, lixtuies, kiln, etc., $10,953.84; insurance 
$i/,uuu. 1 otal Insurance, $97,500. total loss, $109,- 
/oy.53. Dosses WHICH are lotai are very Utslasleiul 10 
insurance Companies at all times, but especially so 
w lien tliey originate m a city as well provided will! lire 
tigliting apjiliances as loronlo claims to be. It will 
lie icnicmbcrcd this lire occurred m midday, and ap 
1 wars to have started m the cellar, m the rear pari ul 
Hie* warehouse, and the cause must be classed as "un
known. 1 he linn think it possible that detective 
electric light wiring is to blame. W lien hr»l discover
ed, tlie lire was a small one, rather msigmlicaiit, and 
the employees undertook to extinguish it themselves, 
but, the weather being severe, walerpipes and water 
casks were found frozen up. Alien the fire brigade 
arrived a further misfortune resulted, for without thor
ough investigation, or through bad judgment, and 
lacs of appreciation of the impending danger, the fire
men assumed that the small blaze they saw was mulct 
control, or extinguished, and so started back to the 
1 ire 1 falls. In consequence they had to be recalled, 
but the time lost was latol, and the total destruction ol 
tne warehouse followed.

I nwonted activity is a striking feature in the Rat 
mg Department of the loronlo Hoard; Secretary Me- 
1 uaig with additional assistants has no light task in 
re inspecting and re rating all risks within the " Con
gested District. I his has followed from the adop 
Hon of .1 new standard of rating by the Annual Meet
ing of the loronlo Hoard held in February. An In
surance Agent being asked what was being done 
with the obnoxious “conflagration extra," or what re
main» of it, replied that it was being entombed within 
the new rate. Huricd out of sight, but Z/nrc. The 
Companies must live anyway.

It is currently reported" that the old line 'Companies' 
will have to look sharply after their business tin. vear.
1 he luill Imtard l ompanies are receiving fresh acces
sions to their ranks this spring. They will all get 
same business, less or more, and it is equallv certain 
that what they get will be so much taken from the 
tevenues of the liners It will not be all inferior risks 
cither. Now. what will the \»»,iciated t ompanies do 
about it 5 Indeed, what can they do 3

All privileged to receive and read, and who have re
gularly read from time to time, either bv right, or by 
courtesy, the Minutes of the Hamilton Hoard of Un
derwriter* must have observed with interest, if not
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