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Three months with the Church play.
Fathers or leaders in church history may God-given and 
profitably follow In April, May and June. If we let our mind 
if one of these leaders be under con- we can think of our 
sidération for each month great profit —norse, train, 
will accrue. A study of the life work of blocks, keeping
such as St. Paul, Origen, Augustine, and snow castles, pomp-pomp-pull-away,
Luther, Knox or Weeley can be made pussy wants a corner, gathering nuts in lating of a community programme
interesting if the pastor and his Literary May, paper chase, leap-frog, crack-the- recreation.
Committee cooperate. And surely our whip, running, jumping, swimming, and 4. Each item in the programme «houjd 
young people need such Inspiration sorely such like. Later there came the outdoor be as far as possible recreational. To
in order to avoid the subtle and clamor- team games, baseball, football, lacrosse, recreate is to create anew, to build up, to

is of a host of religious fakirs shinny, and on the other hand the indoor 
our land. evening parties, forfeits, clap-ln and clap-

3. And, lastly, a profitable and helpful out. clothes-pins, kingdoms, the Virginia 
eetings, or from reel and a hundred and one Indoor games 

September to December inclusive, can be and exercises. And then of course there 
arranged, following the line of the study were the family excursions, Sunday- 
of the Bible as literature. The historic school picnics, corn-roasts, sugaring-ofls. 
character and literary excellence of one flax-bees, and so on and so on. Thus 
of the books of the Bible might be at- throughout the years we have had a 
tempted each month, if It be desirable variety of recreation, and even to-d 
to select from the Old Testament, a night desire and need of play are strong 
spent In studying, respectively, Oeneeis, us. , .
Ruth, Psalms, Amos, as representing his- The purpose of this paper is to draft 
tory, poetry and prophecy. Or If the some suggestive play and recreation prq- 
New Testament seems more desirable, gramme through whl 
ilien let such books as Luke, Acts. 1 Cor- member of the community may come 
inthians and James be chosen. naturally into a fuller and more abund

As a variation of this plan, a book of ant life as citizens of the Kingdom. Yes. 
the Bible was studied by the Epworth we speak of play as having to do some- 
League in a country church for six con- what with the Kingdom, 
si-cutlve meetings for a period of about passing through days of change, 
forty-five minutes each evening, the pas- member only a few years ago hea 
tor leading. At the close of the course an annual conference one of the 
all were Invited to write on an examina- prominent ministers denouncing play 
tlon, and eight persons did so. The of the devil and calling upon his brother ereat 
questions asked and answered by nearly ministers to keep away from it. Rut to- reflex influence upo 
all were—on First Corinthians:— day we are coming to associate very social life may be

m Dmcrihe the ancient city of Cor- closely together such activities as busl- cational. But, moreover, there are oer- inthLSuS? rTeonie npbs, prayer-meeting, the different voca tains forms of play in which the natural
121 Name the factions Info which the Hons, play, politics, personal work, social instincts and characteristics may OfllLhÏÏTChurch wi divided' What "<«■ testimony, missionary service. We pression. Competition, for lnsta 

ÏÏÎStÎÎÎ 8. P»,,l rira them’ «re eemlng more and mor, to ** that cooperation. curloalty, the dealro to excel.
iri ra ve St Po„l£ Vdvli'i. to women Christ haa redeemed all Hie. He ha» the dramatic Inotlnct. the widening social 

eoneernlnJtheir mndurt In the church spiritualized all worth-while things. He vision, the love ol nature, art. astronomy.
the chief snlrituaf gifts men- does not restrict and limit, but He makes mw»|c. the ability to make things (crafts- 

tlnn^l toThe ï-nlstle^T spiritual gift, men ^ ^ ^ up th, mlB,hIp,_,|, „uch ,|ke should be util-
,rvT whnt did the Corinthians believe highest levels where we see the abund- iZed in the evolving of a eatisfa concerning1 the* iwrSSSn? anee of the life which may be ours with creation prognunme.
ifiiQnntfl Chanter 13 Christ In God. What kind of a play and 6. The forms of play and recreation
' ' , . , , " . „ recreation programme, therefore, might chosen should be, as may be seasonable.
The eight candidates wno wrote aver- be hplpful ,n the development of this all- adapted for out-of-doors. Some one in 

per cent, in their answers, round four fold Christian life ? an admirable address not long ago made
good «howlng "hen itis reman* thP flrst placp ln buliding up a pro- the statement that a business man In his

that none had ever passed of play we Bhould have regard preparation for his week's work required
for certain fundamental principles which on Sunday not. fresh air but religion. I 
might be summed up as follows: am sure that the speaker in question did

1. A recreation programme should he not mean all his statement to be taken 
all members of the community. Both literally. Certainly a man needs religion 
purposes of recreation and education to give him optimism and courage to 

this is desirable. Children, young people, face his week's work. But he atoo needs 
middle-aged people and older folk, from fresh air—religion and fresh air—or If 
the standpoint of their respective ac- his religion Includes fresh air, then he 

a social func- tivlties and vocations, should be fully end needs of course only his religion. Let 
tail™ club on Bympflthetlcally con.ldered. our games be aa far a» pwrible ouf»!-

ne of I eague 2. The programme should be graded. Tt doors. Of course there are circumstances 
es and more. Koes without saying that graded play Is which may necessitate games and other 

urav with the »» essential ajnd fundamental aa graded forma of recreation Indoore. But multi- 
rav wdth the tinder In.truetlon. The play of children differ, ply again and again and again the récréa- 

Ring with the anlrlt from the play of youth and this again tlonal actlvltlea lit the open air. 
the understanding from the play of adulte. In general there 7. The programme should he practical 

" ; may be live distinctive sert* of activities —smnll In its heplnnlnps. but comprehen- 
he would corresponding to the live distinctive sive In tie outlook and added to from time 

cue with the periods of life, namely: Childhood up. to to time. This will put such a program 
ih the under- twelve year» of age. which may be sub- In the reach of the smallest community 
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5. Recreation should to some extent be 
educational as well as recreational.—It 
should seek to draw out and develop all 
the possibilities of life—mental, physical, 
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Given and applying these seven prin
ciples. a committee of young people who 
have caught the vision of what might be
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