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clashirig incessantly, as did England andi France up to
the close of the Naf-ipoleoniie era. AJt.houghyl the Finjusý-
have nieither race nior languago in coiumon with the
SNwedes, Finlanci had neyer been a«, iiere colony to
Swedeni. It was an iintegral, part of Swecleni, bounci to
her by innumcrablc ties. AndI to this da,,y there reniains
in Finilanci a Sw'cdishi-speakzingy population of about
250,000. Neither the long, hopeless struggfle against
t.he unrelenting Plussian a.dvance, nor the scnse cif
responsibility toward the Finiîish people, hias ever been
forgotten, by the Swcdcs. The union -with Norway,
Rchieveci by Berna,.dotte in 1814, wvas nicant as a coin-
pensation for the. loss of Finland. In one sense it was
in another sense it was not. Throughi ma.ny clecacles
thiat union undoubted]y mneantS'ih control. of
Norway's iilitary anld naval resources, as we'l1 as of

Norw.y'sforeigin policy, thus bringing to Sweclen added
pow'er andi security. But ahinost from the first ?Noriway
wvas rebelliou-agint ani arrangomilent -which palpably
foilcd lier aspiration at ,boltoslf-cleteriiationi.
(Of the details or iîierits of thiat long family quarrel we
hall not have to speakz here. Suflice it to say that.

ini Sp;4It of allqa. lln-n foolishily, perhiaps-
Sweden d.unig to the icdea, of the union a-,r. gwaranitce
agIinist aniv aaggrcssion froîn a third l3art.Y. And it.
waCS Onlv -%%-len the union broke iii 1905 thal; Swedcni
Sccmled 1;0 become am'are of the full extent and signi-
ficancee of t.he Ruianii -menace. ]3chind t.his relization.
Nvairranitedl or not, lay unéloubtedily a fnear thatowa
înight, pla.y inito thie hands of IRussia.

M ihet.hier the R.ussian menace to Sweden. liais ever
existed cannot and nccd niot be cecided liere. The
probabilit3' is that it lias been cgcaedby the
Swedes and uncler-estiniated by the rest of the world.


