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IN CHAPTER SEVEN

he explains his method of conductin^^ this enquiry. It does not appear that Mr
Langelier notified the Company respecting the said enquiry. As a tact, the Compttn>-
was notified, by telegraph message, only after the Commissioner had closed IiIh

enquiry on the claims against Mr MacFarlane, and alter I had romarkod upon this
omisfcion to the Jfonorable the First Minister, at (iuel.oc. And tlion it was too late for
the Company to act ellectively lor the protection of their inforesto.

Mr Lnngelicr states that Mr Giroux, one of the Directors of the Company, was
present durin:-- tlio inqiiost. Mr (Jiroux did not attend in his quality ol Director oV the
Compaiiy,bat watched his own personal interests, in as much as lie had executed cer-
tain works and larnished material along the line ; and he attended in order to <hecl<
iho correctness of the claims which had been fled against him. JIo made, at the very
time, u declaration to that ofTect to the Commissioner, formally drawn up, as appears
by the declaration annexed (A). Mr (iiroux had not the re.|uisite ivnowlodge
respecting tlie affairs of the Company to enable him to look alter such an inquisition,
ile was not autori/.od to do so. Besides it would have Ijeen htrdlr proper lor the
Company to liave boon represented there without invitation or notice from the
Coiumisbioner.

Thus it happened that the important depositions ot Mr MacFarlane, sub-
contractor, and ol Mensieurs Light and Loduc, Bngineor,->, upon which the Commis-
sioner bases the conclusions of hi8 report, were taken without the knowledge of the
Company, which was never noLilieJ oltho pjuco wiioce, or the time wh'on tlioso
declarations wore going to be taken.

As to the evill.v disposed persons who, acording to Mr T/.inguIior, worodesirou>
Of preventing tlie people from tiling their claims, tlio Company knows notiiing.
This (ientleman should remember, however, that he himself did on many occasions
daring the enquiry, declare to the crelitors of Mr MacFarlane, tlint it was not necessary
for tliem to swear to the correctness of their claims, that ail the clainn whicli agreed
with the pay-rolls of MacFarlane would bo jiaid without any other formality, as
appears from the de( lanition atmcxed of Mr .1. 1'. Armstrong (B).

I thought that 1 ouglit, as a preliminary, to take notice of these two assertions
in order to put your Honour in a position to judge whether tliis enquiry was carried
on in a legal and equitable manner, and wlielhor your Commissioner exercised all

the prudence and diligence requisite to produce a just and impartial report.

IN THE FIRST CHAPTER

of hin report Mr Langelier gives an historical sketch of tlie Company, and he sets
forth the subsidies com.ing to the Goirpany on (he first one hundred miles of their
road. He heads his second chapter as folilows ;

— " Were these subsidies sufKcient ",
and closes it by stating that the company should Imve all that was nocessarj- to pay
its conti'actors.
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