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and Bome remained with
their comiuerora.'' What
would the ' two old In-
dians'' say now it they
could rise from their
plough-furrowed graves
and behold the wl.itd-
faced hordea who have
in turn overrun t hen-
hunting grounds and
trodden down the Huron
and the Abi'naqiiig, the
Ottawa and the Iro(iiioi8
involving all in .xfer-
mmatinn and a common
fate? Father lire heufap-
pears to have visited the
infant settlement several
times after its establish-
ment and was finally
burnt at the stake by
the Iroquois -a death
which he endured with
all the meekness and
heroism of the Apostle
and the Martyr, His
death took place on the
Itith of March, li;4LI, by
which lime the Jrsuits
were firmly established
in the settlement, and
although constantly on
missiooa to the Heathen
Tribes on the borders of
the great Lakes had al-
ready founded several in
Btitutions and acted as
pastors to ihe commu-
nity, a cure which I hey
handed over to the St.
Sulpiciaiis on iheir ar-
rival here in August,
1657. They then seem to
have left the Island only
returning in 1G92, when
they settled down with
the intention of remtiin-
ing permanently, and
built a church and resi-
dence on the site now oc-
cupied by the Court
House and the Champde
Mars. Nothing remark-
able occura in their an-
nals in this connection
until the middle of the
next century, when the
Society was supiuesaed
and its estates conlisrai-
ed. Nearly a hundred
years elapsed before they
again came forward in
connection with the Pro-
vince. In IHIl, forty-
one years after the death
of tlie last member of the
order in (Janada, Kather
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Such in brief is a slight sketch of the connec-
;
tion of the Jesuits wiih Montreal—a site which

I they selected and consecrated, -a city which
they may be said to have founded and which
they now seek to improve and adorn.
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THE OLD LACHIXE CANAL.
iFrom ll.,.ni.,rlh:< Il.,ch<hiili Dfl'ifl-i

\

So early were some of the intelligentinhabit-
ann of the iirovinco convinced of the numerous
advantages that would result to internal uaviga-
tionaiil couuiierce from a Canal that should
i>mte Montreal with Lachiue, that it bec.ime an
ot'.ictot desire even before the paseiiig of the
Coii3liiut:on Act in 1731 In the first Pruviuci ,1

1 iiliament under thai act, which comnienreH i's
.^.i,iui, iiilK-oi-miier, IVdi, -i bill toetlect that ob-
ject wa> pioprjsed by one i.f the memb-rs for Mon-
treal. I he bill did not pass, because the und-r-
t<king waa then considered beyond the p.cuiiiary
means ot the Jiroviuce, The malter, th.-rtfore,
slept bir some years. In 1813, during the war
with the United Slates, the expen.se ot conveyin"
the Oovernmenl stores brought the aul'jpct under
the consideration of the Governor, who sent a
message to the Assembly in favor of the muaanre,

and the sum of i.'25,000
was vittd 10 Bttibt in;"
extculicn, with an Acto
the Legislature to give It
etftci. Peace soon fol-
lowing nothing more was
done except taking a few
levels. In 18i;t, a ueti-
tiou from sevsral per-
sons in .Montreal desir-
ous of undertaking the
work at their own ex-
pense, was piesented to
the Legislaiure, reqaeat-
iugaid aadauthontv for
Ihatpurpoij, A bill waa
ttccoidiugly passed in
April, auiiiorizing aiib-
scriniioiis to the extent
of J.l..y,"uO curreuci,at
the rale of X'5i) a share,
and erecliuii ihe subscri-
bers into a joint stock
company. Thia plan
wai afliTwarda ah m-
doned, and ihe woik was
uiMlt-riakeu by the Pro-
vince, on Ihe coiidiiiou
that the sub.-ciibera
should relimi'iian their
rights on nceivuig b.ck
t e money tliey had ad-
vanced ou ihi'ir shares,
and that un the contri-
huiion of X'lu,()u(i tjy the
Uovernment, all oiures
and t Uicls belonging to
His Mtij.siy should pass
through Ihe caual tree
of toll. An act of the
Legislature having pass-
ed to mis effect in 1821,
the work was commt ne-
ed on the Itiih o( July in
that y.ar, and compltli d
in 1825 The route orU
Iginally proposed was
along the biach of the
St, Lawrence at Lachine
till the commencemer>.'„
of the turnpike road,
then by the foot of the
Cote St, Paul, continu-
ing till it arrived at a
tioint between the St.
Joseph and St Antoine
Suburbs, when ihe route
waa to fork out and di-
verge.one branch to cross
the St, Lawrence and
Quebec Suburbs, and
enter the river below the
King's Naval Stores at
the foot of the Current
Bt. Mary, while the other
branch was to enter
above the harbor near
the Ship Yard The for-
mer branch was for the
present abandoned, from
insufficiency of means;
and the latter route,

owing to soma difficulties, was altered so as to
bring its mouth near the windmills.
The Canal is 28 Ji et wide at the bottom, and .8

at the water line, with five feet depth of water
throughout, and 18 inches from the water line to
the level of the towing path. There are ia the
whidc six locks, each one hundred feet in length,
and twenty feet of opening, wiih an entire fall of
forty-two feet, and a regulating lock at either
end. The workmanship of these locks, and the
various stone bridges along the route, are all of
mr.sonry of a suiifrior and most eubstantial
character, creditabl- to the builders, to the cmin-
try, and to the whole unlertaking; the I ri Igea
et the extremities are elegant as well as durable.
This Canal, at the time of its formation, was
greater as to bn'a'l'h, depth of water, and length
and breadth of loi^k". than any similar work in
Oreat liritain, with theexcepti mof the Caledon-

,
iin and the^For'li unci i!lydf ciinals. The stone of

,
which the brid,;e3 and' locks were built, was
br mslit from t'.e opposite shore, near the Indian
viUime of Cauulin.'iw.ii.M, In addition to itaric

1 eellent ci'ialiiiis, Ihe cheapness of its carrif g- , be-
• ing conveyed entirely bv water, rendered it very
\

eligible for the purpose. In forming the canal, the

j

quantity of rock excavation was found very great,
I and pivaenltd an unexpected obstucle to the pro-

;

gressof Ihe work; but the increased labor, ex-

j

pi'nse, and delay oec^isioned by it, were more
I than compet sated by its durability : thia part o
i
the oansl can never need repair.


