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social equal. The attempt to force the barrier be-
tween the races by legislation with the aid of bayo-
nets failed. Without the taste of power during the
Reconstruction period, the black South would not
have.demanded so much and the determination of
the white South to dominate would not perhaps
have been expressed so bitterly; but in any case
the white South would have dominated.
Economic and industrial development was hin-

dered by Reconstruction. Men of vision had seen
before the War that the South must become more
nearly self-sufficient; and the results of the conflict
had emphasized this idea. The South believed
and believes yet, that it was defeated by the block^
ade and not by military force. According to this
theory, the North won because tae South could not
manufacture goods for its needs, because it did not
possess ships to bring in goods from abroad, and
because it could not build a navy to defend its
ports. Today it is clear that the South never had
a chance to win. so long as the will to conquer was
firm m the North. As soon as the W^ar was over,
the demand for greater industrial development
made itself felt and gained in strength when Re-
construction came; but during that period the
people had to devote all their energies to living


