
On* of the first ilutieg of ^'overument is to afford tltat protection. The (ffverri-

ment of the I'lnteil Statex has been etnjihatically termed a government of laws ami
not of men. It will certainly cense to ileserve this high appellation if the law»
furnish no remedy for the violation of a ve:ite4l legal right."

In the United States, however, it has been objected that the

provisions under which legislation whicli interferes with contrac-

tual rights are somewhat inelastic. 1 would suggest that in our
constitution .something of this kind should be inserted,

'

' Neither the Parliament of Canada nor the Legislature of any Province
shall pass any ex post facto legislation, or law impairing the obligation of con-
tracts, or law taking private [Toperty for public use, without due compensation
in law."

which I do not believe any one would object to. In my view the

United States would have been split into fragments ere this l)ut

for this constitutional .«heet anchor of safety. .\ny statesmen who
will pui through such an amendment to the British North America
Act will, in my opinion, deserve a high place in the history of the

country. If in the future a Federal Parliament is likely to be es-

tablished in the Mother Country, some such provision will be ab.so-

lutely neces.sary there for the protection of property and the rights

of the individual as against the selfishness of the many. You will

observe that I have not suggested that bargains which experience

has taught are inadvisable cannot be got rid of, but they should

only be got rid of upon a just compensation.

In order to prevent any misapprehension I desire to say here

that these observations are not inspired by any consideration or

thought of Ontario legislation relating to what is known as Hydro-

Electric matters. The controversy relating to that seemed to be

settled by the answer made by the Whitney Government to the

application for disallowance. The thought has been inspired by

what has recently happened in the West in relation to the Great

Waterways Railway. When President Castro, of Venezuela, re-

pudiated the bargain which the Government of Venezuela had

made with the Orinoco Steamship Company, a New Jersey corpora-

tion, he thought to avoid adverse comment by submitting the

claim of the Company to damages to an arbitration tribunal prac-

tically nominated by the Government. This tribunal gave a small

award. The United States Government pressed the claim and dis-

puted the award, and the matter was referred to the International

Court of Arbitration at The Hague, which has just rendered its

deci.sion reversing the whole proceedings. In the meantime, the

credit of Venezuela has been enormously hurt by such action. I
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