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THE ADJECTIVE.

Formation of the J'f.viinine.

45. Adjectives are of three sorts :

Qnalif}'ln|r : L' homme est nmrtel ( = Man is mortal).

Determinative: CV rosier est petit ( = This rosebush is small).

Indefinite : Chnque peuple a ses di'fauts (=: Every nation has
its faults).

46. Agreement. Adjectives agree with the nouns to which
they belong both in gender and number ; Le petit rosier

—

Les petits rosiers : La petite muraille—Les petites murailles.

47. Tlie Feminine. It is formed by adding c mute to

the masculii unless the masculine already ends in e mute.

48. Adjectives in : eil, el> en. et, On, double the final /, n or

t and add e mute.
pareil (m) pareille(f.

) ( = alike).

morteljni) mortelle (f) (-niorlftl).

ancien (m) ancienne (f) {=ancient).
niuet (ni) muette If) (=(lumb).
Imn (m) bonne (f) (=good).

49. Adjectives in :er, ei" and amipfet, ei»ii-ivt, dim-ret, inrpiiet,

replet, secret, instead of doubling the final consonant, take a grave

accent on the e preceding the r or the t.

^^^This rule stands good with almost any e followe<l by a
single consonant and e mute,

altier (ni)

herger ( ni

)

coniplet (nO

50.

altiere (f) ( = haughtyJ.

Iwrgere (f) ( ^^shepheni and s'.iephenless.

cjniplite (f) ( = complete).

Adjectives with a double niasc. form.
Beau, bel (m) belle (f) ( -beautiful),
junieau, junicl (m) jumelle (f) ( — twin),

nouveau, nouvel fni) nouvelle ff) (-new),
fou, fi.l (m) folic (f) (=f<nliph).
nu>u, niul (m) niolle (f) (=sfift).

vieuy, vicil (m) v!eU!e (f) (=ol(3).

^^ The s(?coiid ma.sc. form is used only before nouns begin-

ning with a vt^wol or A mute.

Un h-'aii <;ar(;on ( = A fine b*tv)

Un bel enfant {=A fine child).


