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a Liberal Member of Parli.'.ment. occupied seats

^C^rct'cr:^ ^;"-"^--'^t. whose suSChurch, Cliapel, and State',' had appealed to alarge number of persons whose interests, as a ruleseemed mutually destructive. Firmalden ta" aspeaker of the first rank: his voice, his del^eV!

attention, /et the audience had collected in anunfnendly mood. Lessard, who had a long ex"penence of the public, felt an evil spirit in tfe al«>e moment he entered the building.' The listenewere not cold or indifferent-it was not a casewhere th ^er. by his own force, could stir upUtent enthusiasm. It was a case where the sullen

of fair play within themselves, had come to deaden

'h^loorn'^K
^'^^y'""-'^. *ey sneered silently,hey looked about, they scratched their cheekshey yawned, they did not pretend to listen. For'

i^vS ,?'""'"' ^^''''^ ^°"dered whether

thT r-,?"''^
possibly hold his own against twothousand .ll-natured and prejudiced souls. Butw hout any visible effort, and by the power of his

Srr;
"" "*" ''^" "^^ any comLn vitalij-

F. maiden arrested their attention. He couldnot win tiem to the justice of his views-for theyacked alike the education to understand them andhe willingness to have them explained; but he
=^serted unforgettably the principle which teaches,
that a man s power depends on the strength of his
conviction, not on the number of his follower


