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peoples justify the faith of our fathers that

- men, given self-government, can dwell at

peace among themselves, progressive in the
development of their material wealth, quick -

to join in the defence of their spiritual com-

munity, ready to arbitrate differences that

- may rise to divide them. This Parliament is

an illustrious symbol of .a human craving, a

human search, a human right of self-govern-

me-nt, o o ’

All the free legislatures of the world speak

for the free peoples of the world. In their
deliberations and enactments they mirror -

v . the ideas, the traditions, the fundamental

philosophies of their respective nations.

On the other hand, every free nation, secure
in its own economic and political stability,
reflects the responsible leadership and the
wise comprehension which its legislature has
brought to the management of public affairs.

This continent uniquely has been a labora-
tory of self-government, in which free legis-
latures have been an indispensable force,
What is the result? It is a mighty unity built

* of values essentially spiritual. :

This continent, of course, is a single physi-
cal and geographical entity. But physical
unity, however broken by territorial lines,
fortress chains and trade barriers, is a charac-
teristic 'of every continent. Here, however,
independent and sovereign peoples have built
a stage on which all the world can see: -

" First, each country’s patriotic dedication to
its own enlightened self-interest, free from
vicious nationalistic exploitation of grudge or
ancient wrong. . o

- Second, a joint recognition that neighbours,
among nations as among individuals, prosper
best in neighbourly co-operation, factually
exemplified in daily life. ‘

Third, an international will to cast out the
bomb and the gun as arbiters and to exalt
joint search for truth and justice. :

Example to Other Nations

Here on this continent we present an exam-
ple that other nations some day surely will
recognize and apply in their relationships

. among themselves. My friends, may that day

o~ be close because the only alternative~the

bankruptcy of armament races and the suicide

of nuclear war—cannot for long, must not for

long, be tolerated by the human race. Great

has been our mu progress. It foreshadows

T what we together can accomplish for our
mutual good. ‘ .

- Before us of Canada and the United States

lies an immense panorama of opportunity in

every field of human endeavour. A host of

jobs to be done together confront us. Many

of them cry for immediate attention. As we

* .  examine them together in the work days

ahead, we must never allow . the

difficulties that impede progress to blind our

. eyes to the objectives established by principle

_~and logic. .. - -

. - With respect to some aspects of our future

development I hope I may, without presump-

tion, make three observations. c

‘358 ¢ EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

ractical |

Necessity for International Trade -
The first is: The free world must ‘come to

recognize that trade barriers, although in- .

tended to protect a country’s economy, often
_in fact shackle its prosperity. In the United
States there is a growing recognition that
free nations cannot expand their productivity
and economic strengtﬁ without a high level
of international trade. :

In our case, our two economies are en-
meshed intricately with the world economy.
Obviously we cannot risk sudden dislocation
in industry and agriculture and widespread
unemployment and distress, by hasty decisions
to accomplish suddenly what inevitably will
come in an orderly economic evolution. “Make
haste slowly” is a homely maxim with inter-
national validity. . -

Moreover every common undertaking, how-
ever worth while it may be, must be under-
stood in its origins, its application, its effects
by the peoples of our two countries. Without
this understanding it will have negligible
chance of success. Canadians and citizens of
.the United States do not accept government
by edict or decree. Informed and intelligent
co-operation is, for us, the only source of
enduring accomplishment.

To study further the whole subject of
United States foreign economic policy, we
have at home appointed a special commission
with wide representation, including members
of the Congress as well as spokesmen for
the general public. From the commission’s
studies will come, we hope, a policy which
can command the supgrt of the American
people and which will be in the best interests
of the United States and the free world. .

Toward the strengthening of commercial
ties between Canada and the United States,
officials of our two governments have for
some months been considering the establish-
ment of a Joint Economic and Trade Commit-
tee. This Committee, now approved, will con-
sist of cabinet officers of both countries. They
will meet periodically to di in broad
terms economic and trade problems and the
means for their equitable solution. I confi-
dently believe that out of this process the best
interests of both our countries will be more
easily harmonized and advanced. )

St. Lawrence Waterway

Tht; second observation is this. Joint devel-

opment and use of the St. Lawrence-Great
Lakes waterway is inevitable, is sure and
certain. With you, I consider this measure
a vital addition to our economic and national
security. Of course, no prqposal yet made is
entirely free from faults of some sort. But
every one of them can be corrected, given
patience and co-operation. : ‘

In the United States my principal security
advisers, comprising the National Security
Council, favour the undertaking for national
defence reasons, The Cabinet %avours it on
both security and economic grounds. A com-
mittee of the United States Senate has
approved a measure authorizing it.

D o pp———




