CANADA AND THE WAR

Parliament and the People

UNITY AND FREEDOM

The first of a series of radio addresses delivered by Rt. Hon. W, L.
Mackenzie King from Ottawa, 7th February, 1940.

Ladies and Gentlemen:—

When Parliament concluded its Special War Session in
September last, the Canadian people knew that Canada was
united. What was of equal importance, there was left on the
minds of the peoples of Europe the clear impression of a
country at one in its determination to put forth a supreme
national effort towards the winning of the war.

The reality of Canadian unity, in carrying on the war,
was splendidly confirmed and reinforced just six weeks later.
On October 25th, the people of the province of Quebec,
with a voice which carried across the Atlantic, gave their
answer to a challenge which had thrown suspicion on their
loyalty. Her people could not have proclaimed more con-
clusively, at any time, or in any way, their unity with the
rest of Canada in support of the war effort of the federal

I shall always regard this two-fold demonstratien of

-Canadian unity, this evidence of the common determination

of all Canadians to share in the struggle and the sacrifice, as
the greatest of the contributions that, in the early stages of
the conflict, Canada could possibly have made towards the
winning of the war. As we preserve our natidnal unity, so
shall we increase our national strength.
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