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of a medical man costs money, and under our present system he More than half the efforts of health departments have to do
has no source of income other than his fees, for his own and his with prevention of disease, or what we call preventive medicine.
family’s support. Making all allowance for the traditional and very It is the offspring of the discoveries of Lister and Pasteur. In
i i i many ways it is the most vitally significant activity in our modern

life. It has.placed the medical art on an elevation it never knew

before, because it is more blessed to prevent than to cure. Here

it is often true that the patient must minister to himself. He must

know something of the subtleties of diseases, that he may learn to

and perfected to prevent the spread and virulence of disease. They
may approach the many sided problems in as many different ways,
for methods must vary often to meet the relentless demand of cir-
cumstances; but the obligation itself is fixed and definite, and its
execution alone is the warrant for the efforts of Governments in
creating effective health machinery at the public expense.
Health and Education, as departments of government, must
; in hand and travel a goodly part of the way together;

in fact, they should always be within calling distance, with the

: iversities and schools sending out their latest discoveries to help to

diseases the laboratories are a constant centre of appeal. It is here illumine the way. Health education properly woven into the work

the hidden germ is isolated and studied, and here, too, are made ’ of the common school will do more in moulding a practical and

the numerous vaccines and sera which research has proved useful ive community interest in the things that make and keep

in curing and combating these diseases. Clinical data coming from people well than any amount of effusive and, as it often is, extrava-

the practitioner in the towns or countryside are linked up with the ‘ gant propaganda. And I am far from frowning upon public plat-

evidence of the microscope and the dicta of biological chemistry; form instruction, so long

and so far as human effort can contrive, the patient is given his indigesti

l.:est_weaponsofdehweandame. In a word, public health organ-

1zation unites the powers of the clinical and the strictly scientific,

and focusses them on the patient himself. We can find no more
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