16 February 11, 1971

Excalibur

’Letters to the Editor

|
\
|
|

Oversimplification

Itis a gross oversimplification of
human nature to assume that once
national distinctions become
immersed in a mass world society
mankind will thereby cease
becoming involved in brutalizing
conflicts. To give up the joy of
indigenous, small cultures would
gain little for mankind and would
result in the loss of the human need
to belong to a community with
roots in a similar historical ex-
perience.

Canada, in maintaining its
position as a satellite of the United
States, will not assist in any way
the pursuit of international peace
and order. Indeed, an excellent
case can be made for the value of
an alternative North American
experiment in nationhood.
Therefore I have a bias. I want
Canada to survive as an in-
dependent state and to extend
considerably her economic and
political areas of freedom and
choice.

How do we preserve a Canadian
space, sufficient political in-
dependence to develop our own
form of society based on historical
experience, and to offer a unique
contribution to the community of
nations?

At the moment we are faced with
certain facts about Canada which
are difficult to understand.

1. We are the only nation in the
western world which opens its
borders to all comers with the
necessary capital whether it is in
the long-term interests of
Canadians or not.

2. We have by far the highest
number of foreign professors on
the staffs of our universities than
any other nation of comparable
size or wealth.

3. We rarely recognize Canadian
excellence in the arts and sciences
until stamped with the approval of
United States or European
criticism.

The only possible reason for
these facts of Canadian society is
found in our historical experience
of colonialism. We are colonials.

Not all of us. Not any more. But
most of those with power in our
business, governmental and
educational institutions still retain
that special form of comfortable
subservience, that pale imitation
of empire builders, first in Britain
and then in the United States,
which is the hallmark of the
Canadian colonial.

Where do we start to build a
country which is not ridiculously
nationalistic but not ridiculously
subservient and self-effacing
either? It seems reasonable to
suggest that the impetus for such a
goal should come from our
educational institutions. Are
Canadian universities in-
vestigating all aspects of Canadian
society in order to provide the
necessary knowledge upon which
intelligent policies may be
developed in such fields as
government, the arts and social
welfare? Certainly York
University is playing a role in
investigating world problems
which we know are solved daily in
the lecture hall and seminar room.
But is this university fully par-
ticipating in the much more dif-
ficult and perhaps for now, the
more crucial task of fostering an
intellectual commitment to an
examination of Canada’s serious
internal problems? Do York
graduates have a good basic un-
derstanding of Canada’s past and
present in the light of its special
situation in the community of
nations? For, if they fail to un-
derstand their own society, how
well can they cope with the con-
flicts within Canada today, the
place where most of them will live,
love, work, play and vote?

Obviously many students believe
that York is not fully living up to its
responsibility to the Canadian
community. Certainly the
cumulative effect of studying at
York can be discouraging:
Sociology taught without reference
to one’s own society; American
and Canadian professors who deny
the significance of Canadian
Studies; a Black Studies course,
but none on the Canadian Indian or

Eskimo; a course called Canadian
Literature which excludes French
Canadian literature, in translation,
if necessary. One cculd go on and
on with such a list. Taken one at a
time, the situation often seems
amusing. However, after years of
sensing that the Canadian milieu is
almost irrelevant to scholarship at
York, one becomes concerned
about the futute of a nation whose
universities fail to give adequate
and comprehensive attention to the
national scene. What kind of at-
titude is involved when students
wishing to apply to Osgoode Hall
Law School must first send their
pre-law academic record to a
department of Princeton
University for assessment and
then write two three-hour exams
prepared by Princeton University?
Is it too much to expect that
students presumably interested in
working in the field of Canadian
law might be able to write
Canadian exams and have their
pre-law record assessed in their
own country?

Of course this is only one
example of the state of Canadian
education. The results of ignoring
Canadian society in our univer-
sities is reflected throughout the
rest of the school system. We have
many high schools in Canada
which offer almost no complete
courses in Canadian literature or
society. To understand the extent
of the malaise in Canadian Studies,
one need only read thr. almost
incredible report What Culture?
What Heritage? by A.B. Hodgetts,
which indicates the inadequacy of
elementary and high school
courses on Canada. Surely this
situation could be improved con-
siderably if the universities were
producing graduates excited by the
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tRe
MON.
FEB. 15, 8:00 pm

Joyce Weiland’s
LA RAISON AVANT

LA PASSION
THURS. ~ SUNDAY 8:30 P.M,
TICKET PRICES: Aduls $4.50, Students $2.50 1 and
DIET AND RATLIFE

53 QUEENST. ! 366 6431,

IN NORTH AMERICA
Lecture Hall 2, Room D

[l 0 LACHASSE -GALERIEPRESENTS  (

ROBERT
CHARLEBOIS

: SAT. FEB. 13 - 8:3C
5 MASSEY HALL #4.50%3.50 %2.50

.: Tickets available now: Sam the Record

¢ Man, Yonge St.; Hachette — Toronto,
; 607 Yonge St.; 923-4678; La Chasse
=+ Galerie, 15 Glebe Rd. W., 489-5413,
: Mail Orders: Send cheque or money
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. . stamped envelope to Massey Hall Box
Office, 178 Victoria St., Toronto,

TOPLESS DANCERS

Nightly from 8:45t0 1am
Also Friday Afternoon 3:30to0 6 pm
and Saturday Afternoon 2to 5 pm

.. Live Music
Nightly from 8:45t0 1am

Also Friday Afternoon 3:3010 6 pm
and Saturday Matinee 2:30to 5: 30 pm

PI.8A9CE PIGALLE

Avenue Road

Free Parking Monday thru Thursday after 7 p.m.

The
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

96 Hucknall Road
(off Finch & Sentinel)

Cordially invite

Faculty, Staff and
Students to the
10:30 am Worship

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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presents

AN ANIMATION SPECTACULAR

YELLOW SUBMARINE

plus

SHADOW OF THE APPLE
FINNISH FABLE

LSD WALL

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12
7:00 & 9:30 P.M.

LECTURE HALL 2, ROOM L

ADMISSION $ 1.00

need help.

and safer.

Gallello’s

3374 Keele St.

(NORTH OF SHEPPARD AVE)
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get to class
last Tuesday?

If you had car trouble in this week’s snow storm, you surely

Run-down snows, weak brakes, rotten ignition cables,
cracked distributor cap, corroded battery cables?

Most of these are common small troubles, and can be fixed
on the spot. Others are more costly but in the end — What
good is your car when it’s in the garage too often?

We believe in prevention rather than cure — it's cheaper

Service

Phone
638-317i
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JOIN THE FUN WHEN

PEPPIO’S Re-opens

¢\\es"ay, Feb
9

AND BETTER

THE SPAGHETTI

PIZZA PARLOR

Open: Mon. - Fri. Noon - 1 A.M. D
Sat. 5PM. -1 AM.

% NO COVER CHARGE

Y COME AS YOU ARE

EVERY NIGHT IS GOOD-TIME NITE AT

PEPPIO’S

DUPONT & DAVENPORT

OCQQQCC.Q..O..O‘.‘OQ...Q..Q..Q:
o

BIGGER

A ™° UPPER CRUST

N featuring
Discotheque with live
disk jockey
Open: Mon. - Sat. 8P.M. -1 A.M.

* DANCING

% STAND-UP BAR




