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Illich

Desocietizing in review
An expert, according to Illich, is 

one who knows a system, has a kind 
of thinking he can share with 
others, but today these ideas are 
shared with members of the experts 
clan. Expertise has become a 
professional aspiration. His non­
medical book on medicine was 
written to exemplify this point. 
Illich sees himself as an innocent; 
his role that of an outsider looking 
into the situation.

The problem with the medical 
field, as with the educational field, 
is that it excludes public control. As

by donalee Moulton
“Professions have mutated into 

corporations who can define what 
seciety needs and how these needs 
can be satisfied”, said Ivan Illich. 
“Increasingly”, he stated, “we 
define norms in terms of profes­
sional norms”. Illich, renowned 
democrat and believer in individual 
freedom, spoke Monday at Mount 
Saint Vincent University. In a very 
informal manner Illich spoke of his 
beliefs, centering much of his 
discussion on his latest book, 
Medical Nemisis.

This process, this control, ex­
cludes the public from participation 
and hence denies them basic 
freedom. “When we talk of free­
doms, we are not talking of a zero 
sum game. All people, by paying 
public taxes, have a right to obtain 
(freedom).”

“The purpose of medicine is not 
for the health status of the nation”, 
states Illich. The view that doctors 
protect people from death began in 
1919; the notion that doctors are 
pain killers is even newer and an 
entirely English/American concept. 
Illich compares the multi-role doctor 
of the past with today’s expert; and 
the suffering during this transition 
are the public—the patients. When 
you attribute your pain to a god it is 
bearable but when it is because of 
exploitation (misuse of medical 
funds by professionalism) it is 
unbearable.

it stands, only experts/profession­
als can decide what is healthy/ 
unhealthy, what the needs of 
society are and how to alleviate 
these needs. This control by a 
university educated elite is espec­
ially obvious in the field of 
medicine. These professionals de­
fine the diseases: they tell us what 
deviance is, they tell us what 
schizophrenia is, they tell us what 
cancer is.

To achieve the corporate struc­
ture and power that doctors have, 
Illich says the public needs legisla­
tion. Laws must be passed similar to 
those of the medical profession. 
Then the medical experts may 
determine the situations of work as 
well as, when and by whom, it may 
be done. To explain this point Illich 
discusses the allocation of research 
funds.

He contends that a large percen­
tage of medical expenses are used 
for useless or harmful work. In 
cancer research 3% is used for 
detection or cure. 97% has been 
proven at least useless in terms of 
survival.
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ii The solutions?
According to Illich there is only 

one: we must depoliticize society 
and we must deprofessionalize 
medicine.
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II Marion Waddingtonei
OPEN by donalee Moulton

There’s an art gallery, Canadian 
artists cover the walls. There are 
rows of chairs but too many people. 
Some sit on the floor. There is a 
lady standing between the pain­
tings and the people. She is reading 
poetry. Her voice is the only sound - 
her audience is busy listening.

I am referring to Winnipeg born 
poet Marion Waddington who en­
tertained Dalhousie with a reading 
last Thursday evening. Publically 
Waddington bubbles, carbonated 
sometimes to the point of silliness 
but her expertise with audiences is 
evident. There are no long catatonic 
moments of silence. Her reading 
flows, her stories amuse, and her 
audience is made to feel intelligent 
and appreciated.

Her poetry is love poetry, fun 
poetry, poetry with something to 
say, poetry set to words by such 
men as Morris Sterdum. To her 
“Poetry should be a pleasure. I like 
the kind of fooling around with 
words.”

Her problem is time, Monday 
night she had plenty of it, but 
usually "The way most of us live 
(i.e. poets) we are fragmented by 
time. I think one needs time.” and 
Miriam Waddington does need 
time, time to teach her classes at 
the University of Toronto, time to 
write poetry and time to write 
critical books and essays.

She feels that art is something 
magical, something transcending 
and poetry is “another aspect of 
reality and a transformation of 
reality.” Her delight in poetry, in 
reading poetry is transmitted to the

audience. She is one of those 
unusual speakers who can render 
the audience attentive regardless of 
the interestability of the material 
being presented. She says, "My last 
poem is usually my favourite 
poem.” but her reading conveys a 
favouring of every poem.
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And beyond 
come

through the barriers 
of ice

to the pure 
pole silence 
and the sun.

I am
distance less 

a prairie 
of far 

snow.
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OPEN: M.H. Abrams, the Class of 
1916 Professor of English at Cornell 
University, will give a public lecture 
at Dalhousie Friday, October 29th. 
Entitled “How to Prove an Interpre­
tation”, it will consider methods of 
validating literary criticism. Special 
attention will be given to the 
works of William Wordsworth.

Abrams is a distinguished lec­
turer and a noted authority on 
eighteenth and nineteenth century 
literature, literary criticism, and the 
Romantic movement. He has made 
numerous contributions to literary 
journals and collections of critical 
essays. He is best known, however, 
for two prize-winning books, The 
Mirror and the Lamp: Romantic 
Theory and the Critical Tradition 
and Natural Supernaturalism : Tra­
dition and Revolution in Romantic 
Literature. In a poll of 250 critics 
and professors of literature taken in 
1957, the first of these two works 
was cited as one of five “works 
published within the last thirty 
years which...have contributed 
most to an 
literature.”

Abrams will speak in Room 115 • 
Gi the Weldon Law Building at 5 
p.m.
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