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French built Canada
Re: Don’t fight it: be Canadian
(Nov. 1)

| would like to share with Mr.
pei some of my views on being
Canadian.

The very beginnings of my
family’s history in Canada are
somewhat muddy, but one cer-
tainty is that my original Canadian
ancestors arrived in New France,
at the latest, by the end of the
seventeenth century. From the
knowledge I have, that makes me
anywhere from a ninth to a twelfth
generation Canadian.

I find this fact rather awe-
inspiring, and as I learn more
about Canadian history, I wonder
what role my Canadian ancestors
must have played in the events

we study. :

Now, Mr. Pei suggesls that 1
should return to France if I'm not
happy. After all this, you've got
to be kidding. I identify with the
events and ideals of the Lower
Canada Rebellions of 1837-38;
the French Revolution is of no
significance to me. I lost no direct
ancestors in the Napoleonic wars.
jo The events of France’s past do
not shape my current thought;
France is a foreign country, it
holds no option for me. I could
no more return; to France than
David Suzukiy could return to
Japan.

When mdwndutls or families
choose to displace themselves
from their country, their language
and their culture, they understand
that the passing on of their culture
will likely be restricted to the
household, especially if the insti-

tutions of their new country use a
different language. French-Can-
adians, however, came to New
France, a place where they es-
tablished institutions, education
and a culture very distinct from
that of the mother country. This
culture thrived uninterrupted for
over 150 years, and its right to
thrive was then confirmed under
British Rule in 1774 and again in
1867. Can this situation be justi-
fiably eradicated today simply
because Anglophones outnumber
Francophones? You would be
asking one third of all Canadians
to leave the homes and history
they have built.

My ancestors built the country
you now call home, Mr. Pei, and
they built it speaking French. |

.am amazed that you would deny
“'my children a public education in

one of the founding languages of
this nation. Cultural duality is an
undeniable aspect of the Canadian
cultural fabric. Mr. Pei, you have
a shallow understanding of what
being Canadian is all about.
Philip Preville
Arts 11

Figures “misleading”

Re: Feds forcing French (Nov. 3)

In a recent editorial, Dragos
Ruiu presents some misleading
figures to support his tirade against
the federal government’s “Official
Languages” programs. The figures
are misleading because they are
aggregate. As is often the case
with large aggregate numbers,
they sound more impressive than
they are. $1.4 billion over five
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years (wow!). Let’s see... if we
divide $1.4 billion first by 5, the
number of years, then by 25
million, the approximate number
of people in Canada, the result is
$11.20 per person per year (oh).
This is roughly what the average
student spends on a night at the
movies or at RATT, and is much
less exciting than $1.4 billion.

I think $11.20 a year is a small
price to pay to promote the two
official languages of Canada
(Dragos forgot to mention that

part of the money is used to
promote English in French Can-
ada). By promoting both official
languages, the Federal government
is giving Canadians an opportunity
to experience another culture;

language is the key to that culture.

To me this sounds like education,
not fascism as Dragos believes.
It’s true that not everyone in
Alberta will want to take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to
learn French, but with people
like the Premier of Alberta and
the editor of the U of A students’
newspaper so strongly opposed
to programs that promote the
learning of French, it’s not sur-
prising. C’est dommage!
David Faulkner
Grad Studies

Greens deserve discount

If alternative parties are not
allowed to speak at forums then'
think we should get a cut-rate on
our $200.00 deposits, don’t you?
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