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But is it news?
Engineering Week is upon us again — the time for
‘gears’ to let off steam by drinking, carousing, drinking,

misbehaving and drinking. Every year this event occurs,
and every year The Gateway faces the question “Is this
news?”

Should we cover the whols ?Ce the
especially unsavoury aspects? Come out in righteous
indignation against the many sexist rituals? Or just report
what we feel the public should or would like to know?

Engineering Week is not the only event that causes
these questions to come up. Questions like this are faced
by all media when deciding what is and what is not news.

devote the same amount of space to every story. Some
decisions must be made about coverage, and these
decisions are always somewhat subjective.

Some newspapers, especially those run by sLtuldents.
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in advoca'cy journalism”, believing a newspaper must be
an "agent of social d\ange. cmsadlng agalns: |n‘usllce
and evil. If thi
present, well, too bad. The edllors know bESl, and lhe
publicisincapable of making up its own minds about any
issue. The answer to “what is news?” is, for these people,
“whatever | want you to do something about.” The idea is
not toinform but to inflame. This is fine for those who like
.to have their thinking done for them. For the rest of us, it
isn't good enough.

So, for a medium that does try to be objective, what is
news? Are francophone rights in Alberta news, or do they
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the steps of the legi: Isit hy litician
criticizes the performance of another, or is it just an easy
way for that politician to get his name and picture in the
newspaper?

News media are constantly bombarded with happen-
ings. Itis very easy to let the group with the loudest voice
and biggest event become news. After all, a march down
Jasper Avenue is sure to produce some good pictures.
The people on the other side of the story may get to make
afew comments, but unless they stage a counter-protest,
they’re not going to get a three column photo on the
front page.

Political infighting is the same thing. Some politicians
see it as their duty to bring transgressions by other
politicians to the attention of the media and the public.
Others see this process as free publicity. They merely put
on the proper tone of righteous indignation, and start
namecalling, and the next day it’s on page one. (And
when the voters go to the polls, they see a name that is
familiar, even if they’re not sure why.)

The media have to guard against this kind of manipu-
lation. It’s their job to expose the public to all sides of the
story, not to let the ‘easy to get’ story become the
headlines. It is also up to the public to be more aware of
the newsmaking process. Ask yourself, "What is the
motive behind this story? Where is the other side?” If the
answers are unsatisfactory, be wary. The media can both
manipulate and be manipulated.

Roberta Franchuk
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Most news sources try to be objective — but they cannot -

As gou can see, the
sub jects are reacting
Jjustas T predicted.
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Mulroney dealing fairly

Re: Anti-Free Trade letter in the Jan. 5,
'88Gateway

Obviously, Dave Yadallee did not
pay much attention to the IRSS seminar
on Dec. 2,87 nor does he know all that
much about free trade. Sheila Copps
did not present a good case against free
trade. She spoke only with lots of
emotion and she did not formulate any
points that made any sense.

As for Prime Minister Mulroney, he
is not playing ‘Santa Claus’. All that he
has been working on for years is now
coming together for him: Free Trade,
Meech Lake, the Day Care Program,
Tax Reform, and many more. He has
-instituted many programs that directly
aid Western Canada and in particular
Alberta. Dave Yadallee is very wrong in
saying that Mulroney is only pushing all
his atonce for th
election. He has been instituting new
programs since he was elected in 1984.
The election that is imminent will not
be decided upon free trade alone, but
upon the many good and beneficial
programs that have been put forward
for Canada. Mulroney has had the
strength to pull his party together
through some rough times and still get
-some work done.

The free trade deal with the U.S. can
only allow Canada to expand as we
need to do and it will help our now
ailing economy. It could also be the
first step to the multilateral trade deal
that many people desire. It can be our
answer to the successful EEC. Our
ies will flourish because the U.S.
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is an importing nation and we have the
resources to export.

Our Prime Minister has had the
courage to step forward and make
changes in our country. He has taken a
stand on the major issues, unlike the
federal Liberals and NDP who cannot
decide which way they are going to go.
Turner’s party is split on all the issues
and he does not have the leadership to
pull them together; Sheila Copps
avoided that issue. The P.C. party knows
where it is going and the steps to take
to get there.

Randy Kerr

Moriarty at work?

I'was surprised and disappointed that
your issue of January 5th made no
mention of the fact that Wednesday,
Jan. 6th was the 133rd birthday of the
greatest living Englishman. | refer, of
course, to Mr. Sherlock Holmes, late of
221b Baker Street, London, who is
currently in retirement at his cottage
on the Sussex Downs. The CPR Stock-
holders, Edmonton’s Sherlockian so-
ciety, hope that this omission on your
part was accidental, and does not in-
dicate that Holmes' arch-rival, the late
Professor James Moriarty, has a relative
or emissary on the staff of your news-
paper. Some reassurance as to this
justifiable concern would be most wel-
come.

P.H. Wood

Good reviews for "GETAWAY"

Re: The Getaway, December 9, 1987

Congratulations to you and your staff
on the Christmas ‘87 edition of The
Getaway. "Fine Journalism since Tues-
day” more than describes the effort
and ingenuity exhibited in the issue.

It was Thursday December 5, 1974
that The Getaway first saw the light of
day. We knew it was going to be a
successful spoof when CBC'’s camera
crew showed up the next day, looking
for the MSRTV Tank that we had repor-
ted Campus Security had purchased to
control parking violators. The second
Getaway was published on April 14,
1975.

Another hlghllghl of the '74/75
Gateway year was the introduction of
two new cartoonists,- Gary Delainey
and Gerry Rasmussen, who have now
moved over to the Edmonton Journal
with their feature, Bub Slug. | assume
The Edmonton Journal is paying copy-
right fees to The Gateway.

Keep up the good work, and re-
member: don’t take yourselves too
seriously, nobody else does.

Bernie le
Editor-in-Chief
The Gateway 74/75



