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MY EXPERIENCES 0F "GOING SICK"

Bv, Stuart Grahain

Herpes Labialis," 1 found inyself repeating as 1 awoke frorn afearfully unsouit i s[eep. Where 'vas i -- Ill nicely tucked ini, iii asnowy-white bed wvith a Sister aiid an MI.O. standing over me.'Iiey had been woifdering, so thev said, if 1 'vas going to corne toor go West.
\Vhat maevon fidl ldown those awful stairs ? " the Sister askediwhen 1 openedl îy eyes widely and lookedl around. Gradualîy theearth settled bakto the course assigned to it, thanks ta the Iawsof gravity, and tÈe star-lit worl(l, frorn which 1 'vas, just emerging,changed iuto beautiful sulighit, the most rapid dawn 1 have everwitnessed, for it 'vas already noon.

Then vaguely 1 renienibered things just as they happened andshuddered. It 'vas Friclay when 1 reported sick to the OrderlyOfficer, who at once sent me to an M.O. for examination andreport ; there 1 was stripped, and the M.O. 'vas tapping ail overmy body whilst 1 repeated " Ninety.nine, Ninety-iiine," until 1 askedif he owned a hymn book that 1 ight sing -There were Niuety andNine," it wvould be niuch more interesting, but as was natural lie didnot possess one. Theit le took niy blood-pressure with what hecalled a sphygmoinauorneter, but it nüight just as easily have beencalled a bicycle muner tube, for there 'vas no apparent difference(iLîst sxvank). 1 stood ail this exaînjuation quite Wveil, but whenthe M.O. left the rooin for a momient ta sec the Pathologist, rnysuspicions 'vere arouse(l auid I dared to glance at rny case sheet;the resuit justilied the chance 1 'vas taking, for there before myeyes it 'vas written : A splcndid specimien of herpes labialis onorbicularis anîs inifer-iotis."
XVas ever humait beîng m-wrc sorel.v aflicted. *Afterthat 1 reinîiber very little. 1 have a hazy recallectioiî of divingfrom the raiIing of the hack stairs, and then again of the basementfloor rushingr up to ineet me. * * * Then there 'vas thequestion the Sister 'vas repeatiiîg, "What made you fali downthose awful stairs ? " Iu reply 1 simply groaned, but when theSister had gone 1 veutured ta ask the Doc. quietly the real signi-ticance of "Herpes labialis on arbicularis oris iiiferioris." " Whythat is siply the inedical way of informing yau there is a cold-sore on your lower lip."
Hours later 1 awakened and the Sister told me I would flot nee4to "swing the lead " aîîy longer, for my medical case sheet novread, in addition ta herpes lahialis. one compound fracture of thfskull, broken leg, three fractured ribs, and a broken collar boncand il was ail written ini plain English. 1 expect to make Canadbx' the eud of the inonth.


