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Electric vs. Steam Power
PROBABLE EFFECTS ON CANADIAN INDUSTRY

Br Ecolmomist

T HE question of electric power is one which must
be further considered aithoughl uchblas already

been saÎd. Its effect upon our industrial organisation

and upon the people generally is worthy of serious con-

sideration.
The enormous water powers which have been going

to waste in Canada may now be directly and econom-

ically converted into industrial motive force. No other

country is so well equipped by nature as Canada for

uitilising sucli power. A far reaching resuit of this will

be its influence on the distribution of industry. The con-

centration of population in great cities and the growth

of urban at the expense of rural population is a trexing

question in ail countries. The influx of population which

Manitoba lias received has, for the inost part, gone to

the cities and towns. While there are many factors co-

operating, the growth of the modern industrial town lias

been helped on by the fact that steamn is a relatively

wasteful nmotive force. A surplus of sucb power can

readily be developed in an industrial plant ; but there is

no effective means of distributing this surplus. It has

therefore proved economical to concentmate industry so

as to utilise suich power to the full. But whenever it

lias been possible to utilise electric power, "white coal"

as the Italians 'caîl it, it lias been possible to decentralîse

industry. In Canada this will mean that the smnall pro-

ducing centre will be able to more effectively compete

with the large centre. Fromn this will corne the ad-

vantages of lower wage cost, proximity to raw material

and the ability of the mnanufactured material to, stand

relatively higher transportation costs.

So fair as concentration of population is attributable

to thie cost and waste of steam power the process will be

stayed. This will be an advanitage not only to the

smaller producer, but also to thie fariner sinice there will

be more markets at bis doors. A great field of use is

in the realm of transportation. Tfo convert coal into,

lient units and to use this in the creation of steam mo-

tive forc> means thâ~t, not mocre tha~n five pet cent. of the

efficiency of the coal is utilised. lJnder ade.quate ar-

rangements electric traction is economical. With the

steam engine the load mnay be said to bie always at the

maximum ; while with the electtic traction the load ad-

justs itseîf to bourly changes i the demand for power,

On short distance service steam locomotives are forced,

betweçn stops, to get up to seventy miles an hour, in

order to inake the schedule. And in this there is much

waste ; for there is no w'ay of utilising surplus power.

The experiments which the railways are making show

the>ir appreciation of this. The developments in the

transmission of power ini Lombiardy and in California

show how great a tertitory may be made ttibutary to

a power' plant.

Mr. Timnothy Eaton

T HE greatest retai merchant in Canada passed to
his rest on Thursday last alter only a few bours'

illness. The funeral was one of the most imptessive

scelles ever witnessed in Toronto, evincing the people's

higli regard for the successful business man and for the

employer of thousands of working people. Its signifi-

cance was even deeper ; it proved that no muait is judged

of the people by single acts but by bis course of con-

duct over a seties of years. Mr. Baton lîved a kindlv

and useful life, thougli he took nu part in politics and

was neyer known as a l'public man,." He camne into

contact with the people quietly. and unostentatiously,

dispensing hospitality, friendly help anid cbarity with te-

ligioxis zeal and unassuxuing generosity. In this way lie

The late Mr. Timothy Eaton.

became known as a good citizen as well as a generous

employer and, when the last word lad to bc said, thc

people spoke througli their actions with no uncertain

voice.
Tlie E aton business, as it grew from a smnall depart-

mental store to be one oi the greatest on the continent,

naturally aroused opposition. The small merchant, with

bis costly methods of handling goods naturally found it

liard to adjust himsell to new coiiditiong. Aftet the

adjustment was fairly compassed, the resentinent passed

away and the complaints to-day are few. The depart-

ment store was recogniso»d as a modern institution

whicli would bave come into being in Canada unfder somte

other man if it had not been developed by Mr. Trimothy

Baton. That it did corne through a man of bis higli

ideals and broad sympathies was Undoubtedly best. No

word lias ever been said against bis commercial ixiteg-

rity. Hie played the gamte liard but lie played it faim.

He linsperformed bis part, and the account is closed. A

strong, determined and successful business mnan bas

written bis natte, large on the pages of Canada's busi-

ness history,

The concourse Of People in front of thxe resîdence of the late

Mr. Eaton, on the occasion of the funeral on Saturdayilast.


