
PHE L0SS 0F THE EMPRESS 0F BRITAIN
A.n Episode of thie Great JJar of i1910

ain, five days out from Que-
bec, was steamirrg slowly
through the heavy Atlantic
swell, rolling with -the un-
easy motion that quickly
puts the -indifferent, sailor
"hors de combat." Fog had

~JI/ only been encountered that
morning but »since theni the
constant tinkle of the gong

engine room bad heralded fog banks at in-
s, while the melancholy wailing of the siren
ci to emphasise the unicanny loneliness of thle
tg grey waters. On board,. however, ail was
i~d movement; a full conplement of passen-
iad given every opportunity for indulgence in
ual ship pastimes and not a night had passed
ere had been a concert or entertainmnent of
kind, and in consequence the utmost good
ship prevailed amongst ail dlasses. In the
il- and music-rooms, groups gathered together
sing plans and making arrangements for land-
A pleasant excitement: had gripped the ship,
hile some were anxiously looking forward to
tg old friends, others, who were str'angers to
d Country, were deep in time-tables and guide
seeing how best they could make use of the

Lt their disposai.
»r to the departure from Ouebec there cer-
had been reports of a strained feeling between
isd and Germany; itý was understood that some
1 existed, but all talk of actual war was re-
1 in the light of a newspaper scare and dis-
dJ _;s such. Here were two great powers with
rticular bone of contention in dispute, no
can or Near Eastern question to fan the fia.me
ernational jealousy to a dangerous extent,
ar with aIl its sinister significance seemed far
and improbable.
le, the London Times had reported strange
lents of the German torpedo flotillas in the
Sea, but this had been expiained away to the
ction of the English Government as mnerely
1 exercises which undoubtedly aIl nations
1. right td undertake when, where. and how
lease. The luncheon hour was just over and
[ife lad been instilîed into the passengers by
Dort of the captain that the fog showed signs
mng. On the bridge the first officer, glass in
Ikept sweeping the horizon and straining to
iny distant blast that might evidence the
ce of another shin in the neighbour'hood.
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be seen swarming> with men, while, an officer in a
great-coat. ga3ve orders f rom the, bridge. The cap-
tain looked serious, and picking Up the. megaphone
'hailed ber 'and ýasked:

"What slip is tbat and what do you, want ?"
The officer on the bridge appeared to hesitate' a

moment and then replied in broken, English: "Ger-
nman destroyer Dachs; you know zere is war."*.

For, a moment 'every one on the bridge'of 'the
Britishsbip seemed stunnied; why had no one told
them ?-besides, tbey were no war.ship'and surely
they were not to be interfered with, and if not, why
lad they been stopped?

"What do you want witb us, then ?" shouted
back the captain.

"I zink I lad better coom on board. Zdop,"
came back 'the reply.

Meantime the German had manoeuvred herself
to within about a lundred yards of the starboard
side of -the Empress and as there seemed nothing
else to do the *'stop" was rung on the engine-roomn
telegrapl and the great slip came to a standstill
rolling uneasily in the long swell. Nothing is s0
quickly notîced at sea as the stoppage of the engines,
and in a few moments the decks were crowded with
passengers, who, tired of monotony, were anxious
to avail themselves of any passing excitement. The
word "war" lad spread like wildfire and surmises
and suggestions of every possible character were
passing from, moutl to moutl, while the ship's
officers seemed paralysed and uncertain wbat to do
next. A boat shot away from the side of the Ger-
man ship and ran alongside tbe companion ladder
of the Empress, which lad been lowered. Besides
the oarsmen, were two officers and haîf a dozen
seamen alI fully armed and it was noticed that the
guns of the German were now trained on the
Englisl ship. The British captain greeted bis un-
welcome guest at the top of the ladder with a
slight salute, perfunctorily returned bv the latter,
who suggested that the best course to follow would
be to adlourn to the former's cabin and there dis-
cuss the situation. H1e much regretted it but bis
men would form a picket at the head of the.com-
panion and any attempt on the part of the Etnpress
to steami away would be met by bier instant destruc-
tion by a torpedo.

Besides the captain and first officer, théere were
present at the interview wbicb followed, the doctor
and purser of the British sbip as ýweIl as the two
Germais officers, who proved to be commander and
first lieutenant.

The German commander commenced by saying
tbat bie was sorry a state of war should exist, but
since it did and bis instructions were precise, afl
bie could do was to obey. H1e must bave within a
quarter of an bour ahl tbe specie on board as wel
as aIl bags of registered mail, after wbich another
quarter of an bour would be given, to enable the
crew to clear away tbe boats, embark tbe passen-
gers, and row away a saf e distance from the slip,
asq owirip to the fact that hie was unahie toe qnare a

who stood to their last roster on the Birkenhead
and Victoria. War was cruel, damned wickedly
cruel, making non-combatants suifer and sending
tbem to deatb like sheep, and if this was the plan
of the Germans for the smashing of British trade
and crippling of the shipping, industry, then they
were laying up for tlemseives a leritage of hatte
that centuries of friendly relations would neyer
wîpe out.

A quartermaster was summoned and given the
keys. of -tbe sbip's strong, room, witb instructions
to..band over, tbe monley and mails to the Germais
bluejackets, wbile the s 'hip's officers were sent
among the passengers to tell tlem that they must
prepare to leave the sbip. Women and children
naturally were to bave precedence, men and tbe
crew must trust to life belts, bastily constructed
rafts, and good luck. Considering the borror of
the situation, there was remarkably little flurry or
panic. A young bride on bier honeymoon indig-
nantly asked whether sbe was expected t 'o leave al
lier dainty clothes behind, apparently unable to
realise that the question at stake was not one of
clotles but life. An Englisb tourist returning home
after a trip to Canada stormed and, stamped up and
down tbe deck, vowing vengeance on the Germais
officer wbo should be cashiered, "Yes, by Gad, lie
should," and bie would write to the Times and say
so, quite unmindful of the fact tbat lie migît neyer
live to bld a pen again. A Canadian farmer from
tbe Nortbwest, going bome after an absence of
many long years, broke down completely and wan-
dered aimlessly about witb a collection of railway
guides and time-tables, babbling of tbe trains from
Liverpool to, London and asking whetber any of
tlemn stopped at Crewe. Faces had suddenly aged,
laugîter had died, men were embracing tbeir wo-
men folk with convulsive spasms of emotion. A
steward bebind the bar of the smoking room -was
counting bis checks and corking bis bottles from
sheer force of habit. ' In the steerage things were
mucb the samne. A babel of foreigu voices rose and
fell like the lumming of innumerable bees. To
their credit be it said, the excitable Latin element
bad by communication witb the stout Canadian race
caugbt sometbing of the others' control, while thec
Slav methodically buttoned up bis coat and turned
up bis collar, prepared for the worst in that pbleg-
matic way that distinguishes him fromn other nations
and makes of him the finest soldier in t'le world
behind fortifications.

A young Irisb priest with an escetic face, ren-
dered supernaturally strong by this sudden crisis,
beld aloft a crucifix and recited the prayers for the
dying in a high pitched and strained voice; while
at bis feet knelt a mnotley throng of men and women
who now called on God and the Blessed Virgin for
that help whicl passeth ail humais understanding.

Tbe crew were busy getting the boats ont and
as the German officer paused at tbe head of the
companion ladder, even bis Teutonic calm was
moved. After ail, these poor people lad done
nothing, but bis precise orders admitted of no argu-
ment. "British mercbant slips, wbicl mîgît be
captureçi, unless it were possible to convey tbem to
the nearest German port or place sudh a guard on
board as would ensure the control of the vesse! and
its saf e navigatio>n to such port, should be sunk
after giving sumfcient tisue to allow the crew to take
to thie bQats or as many as po>ssible lad been trans-


