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King, on the advice of Premier Asquith, called a
conference o! botb parties, wblch, so far as the world
knew, was for the purpose of .obtainiflg a compromise.
in the iigbt of words then used by the King and

afterwards commented upon by the press, it looks as

though the King and the Premier both knew that

during the sulent tbree weeks between the 29th of

June and the 23rd of July, a German monarcb
was framing up a world-war that should stagger
Europe. It was rumoured that the King of Engiand
placed this matter before the Home Rule conlerence,
and that the failure to arrive at any solution of tbe
deadlock was really the temporary

CANADJAN COURIER.

a joint conference of mediation bad been accepted by
ail but Germany, whose sublime autocrat suaveiy
said that there was still hope of Austria and Russia
having "direct conversations." on July 28tb Eng-
land still believed the Kaiser sincere. That day
AustrIa declared war on Servis. On July 30tb the
Britisb ambassador at Vienna stated to, Sir Edward
Grey bis private informaticli ibat the German am-
bassador understood, endorsed and teiegraphed the
Austrian ultimatum to Kaiser Wilhelm before lt was
forwarded to Servia. And for severai days longer,
while Germany kept the Triple Alliance guessiag as

burial of the batchet for otner purpuses.
Stili tbere was not a syllable of what

migbt be passing betweeIi the autocrat ai
Potsdam and tbe poor old man ai Viena.

A LL tbis wbule, as the world waited
t~on the verge of a war too vast for

eve n a Sphinx to forecasi, uItile
BeIgIumr, the back door Into France, vas
supposod to be neutral and Independont,
her neutrality and independenco guar-
anteed by tbe signatory povers at The
Hague Convention, ln 1907. But tbat
Belgium alsa was ln the mysterlous
zone of expectancy over a grest war ls
proved by tbe fact that ln the -session
of 1913 Belgium passed a Militia and
Doefence Act wbicb calledl for a standing
army almost equIvaient ta a war footing,
a vote of a buge increase in tbe war
budget, and outllaned tbe possibillty o!
what miglit happen I! GermaIiy la any
possible Invasion of France sbould de-
cide ta, Ignore The ,Hague Convention
affectIag neutrality and Independelice.

Sc tbat ln the courts and counsels of
ail tbe nations nov actively ait war, wltb
tbe exception 0f Japan, It vas diplomati-
cally uxiderstood by signe withaut
wards, thai the groat war sa long looked
forward to by Germany and antlclpaied
by rtbe otber powers was semehoW
about as certain ta, came about as 1'that
far-oif divine eveni ta whlch, tbe wbole Showing hov
creation moves"-and 'was probably waî i
scheduled la tbe braIne of the war lards
ta, begla bofore vory long.

Perbaps ibai shudderlngly silent tbroe veeks be-

tween tbe murder of the Arcédiike and his wif e and

tbe ultimatum of Auistria ta Servia vas tbe very tuime
when tbe schedule wass being made. The brain o!

nlo man vas able ta, say so. No peu was dipped la

ink ready te sign the order releasing the dogs of war.

Not even Kaiser Wilbelm was as yet ready to write
the necessary "'aloben bucbstabell,» bis own sevon-

letterod namo, to tbe declaration of war. Had there
been some omniscience on tbe planet Mars equipped
with virelessa and a suporhumsii telescope, lie migbt
bave decided ihat tbe cesii sbuff le of evenis had
produced the "psycbologlcal moment."

As bas beon noted, Germany bad ber war mnacbine
on land almast absolutely ready. It vas not possible
toa squeeze any more froin the Germail people for

a var machine that vas merely a magnificent creator
o! manoeuvres, vithout precipitatiiig a revolutioli.
Germnan writers had freely ýpredicted a great var and

predded the German press and peeple Up ta a peint
o! expectancy. The Kiel Canal bad been enlarged
and finished as a stratogic base capable of barbouriiig
the entire German navy under the guns of Wilhelms-
hayon and Heligoland. Germany had put a crimp

liet the outflev o! gold and had Importod $200,000,000
o! gold Into the country largely for the augmentation
of tbe war chest In the Jullus Thurin. LeavIng Eng-
land eut of count, dealing only wih France and
Ruasia, perbaps Germany vas ready for war. Witb
France unequIpped and menacd by Rouge Socialiste,
withRussia la tbe midst o! a labour revolution, with
England an the verge o! civil var, and the army aaid
ta be disaffected, the time seemed ta be now.

Twenty-three days o! silence liecame twonty-fsilT.
Thon the venld got the neye that Austl'ia had sent
ber 24-heur ultimatumu te Servia. The world would
like ta knev vbose peu made the final Interllnear
change ln ihat document. Was It Germali Ink?
Rusia asked Austia ta give Servis more time.
Austria refused. Servis got ber reply ta Vienna on

Urne. I conceded ail but tvo pointe. i was de-
clared by AustnIa ta De evasive. The ÂusiriaiI
ambassador lef't Belgrade. Servia mobilized. The
seat of goverrameiii was sblfied from Belgrade acrass
the Danube from Austria te Nieli further inland. At

this time the Kaiser vas sald te be yachting ln the
North Sea and the Czar cruising ln Finnînli waters.
Both vere said ta bave burrled home, com'pletely
taken by surprise; one ta the palace ai Potsdamx,
the other at St. Petersburig.

FROM the evening of July 25tb, a sta'te ef war with-
F out formal declaration existed between uta

and Servia. Thon began the almost hei-oic
efforts of Sir Edward Grey ta keep the peace. He
varned the Austrian ambassador that If four great
powers lu Europe vent ta war, Fluropean credit aud
lnduztry would be smasbed. H~e scarcely realized
thai the Germas motta just thon was-"Busness I>e
dainned." O~n July 27th lie stated te the Hou.. e!
Commons that hie suggestion ta the povers te hold

Czar giving bis word as a soldier that if Russa
cease mobllizinig, Germany ýwould,. AgaiIU
advice of his ministers, tbe Czar gave orders t
For eighit hours no0 Russian troops were movec
that same eigbt hours Germany was, buey to
buttons from Potsdam. The trick was reveaed
Kaiser's word o! a soldier was found to be th4
of a brigand. Russia mobiiized again. On tl
day of Augus:t Germany formaliy declared N
Russia. At almost the same bour Germau
were flung into Luxembourg on tbe border&
gium. This was a two-banded stroke tbat ga

world a dazzling reminder of Na]
British naval reservesi were calE
Sir Edward Gosehen badl inforil
Edward Grey of the offer made
Gernian Chancellor that If EngIý
mained neutral, ýGermany woul
carve up French territory at b0U14
ever bappened to, French colon

È the event of Germany being viol
Sir Edward Grey continued bis 4
sations, to no0 avail. On August
stated to the House of Coiflfl
he bad assured France of Englar
termination to block the GernUS
froni any exit out o! the North
into the Channel for the purposE
tacking France.

T HE third day of August tbereTnaval. skjrmisb ln the Bal
tween German and Russiail

and some talk of a bombardTi'
Sveaborg, with a probable attRclý
Petersburg, whicb seerns to, hUv
postponed. But as yet Englaiid1
declared. war. England was tr3
tiever ln tbe world sbe had trie4

out of It. That sanie day the
fiat rapped on the gates of Belgl
demanded permission to, move
troops tbrougli Belgium ia t
because it would be a great deal
route tban to break througb tl
line of Frenchi forts along the

es n brckGerman border.
o n a brc King Albert sad e toug t l

out of order. BelgIum was a

state and ber neutrality bad bee

anteed by Germany at The Bague. Hie did4
derstsnd tbat tbe Kaiser bad arranged to

Paris," on August l5tb. For -tbe Kaiser e
that by using the back dor o! Belgiuf l b
crusb France in two weelta and swing bis grO,
across to tbe Russian borders, wbhere b
Austris and five German army corps ta e
the "steam roller" whicb. ho expectod woiild
least tbirty days to get into effective 1t
speed ahead.

Here was the first kink ln tbe progranXUe
nmacbine. Russa was mobiliziiig abead
Kaiser's schedule; and Belgium tbrust Liege
Kaisor's face. S0 Belgium being obstrePerý
cause sbe was fore-armed and the Kaiser dIdIl
it-Germany declared war on Belgiuml, h

a su.mmary way of gettIng tbe machine thr 1

tume. Lioge held out against tbe Germa5" 5

Kaiser decided ta smnasb Liege, not supPPs
Bingland would take any particular notice.

land had already named the navy as ber re
sell Gernany ber support of France. Beli'
niext. (Coidtnued on page 19.)

WEhave become pretty' wîl nfrmed nov se
ta tle relative efficiexney on bath sides o!
the ibre. land arms e! var-nfantry,
cavai-y and artllory. We stITl wai for

nova of the foui-ti gi-est ai-n, the aavy, vbich by
saine vas expectod ta prove is efficioncy muchi
earller lu the game. And vs have lad spasmodic
tldinigs of vînt las been dose by the modern fifili
ai-m nover used lnan~y greai var before-the air-
craft.

On the battle-field, air-crafi have been freely used
by bath aides ln ecoutlng, for vhich purpose thoy
ai-e immensely superlor ta cavaI-y. Fi-rn a beight
of 5,000 foot an alr-mxan ie able te give not only neye
e! hov thje enemay's ferces are dtsposed, and mave-
mente o! troops, but aise ta direct the fi-e of ari-f
lei'y by a system of aiguaie. Ail tle ai-mies ai-e
supplemented by aviation corps. The Frenah are
pçypula-ly supposed te' have tbe flneet aerial navy.
The Bitish fleot o! aroplanos crossed the Clanne'
and tok part In the engagements. Dui-ing tle earllei
pari of the German pr-elonged aseauli on the allies
left wlng, the Gemman air fooet vas numerieally
gi-ester tsa that of the allies, vhieb vere later aug-
mented by fresh arrivals. General French, lu lis
report of~ Sept. 10, higbly pralsed the Britishi aviators
vieo vent aloft ln all k<lxîs of weather. Ho said-
"Their skiil, energy, and perseveranco have boen be-_
yond all pralse. They have furnised mne vlth most,

BOMB3S PROM THE B3L1t
jus t nou; th e Ze'bpelin Look&. about as Dangerous as "The Flying 1l

of incalculable value mn the conduci
They ver. fIred on constanily, both
fo. By actual fightiag they dest-oT
enemny's machines."

From what bas been said about t
fleet of German air-craftin lahe shape
plng Zeppelins and buge airships, ht
ibat by ibis time, especialiy vben
il-oc land arma af batile and with

-f- hý. thp, Kaiser would bave

Mne 0amY UILyThat vas fi]
bombe vi-ecl

p-u

van aîr-flung bomnbo when t -burat In Antwerp, blew hol
over a foot thlck, ton yards f rom the point of explosi

to ber rosliIntentions, she was secreily gotting the
buttons ahl ready ta taucb for var.

Russla began ta mobilize in the soutb and soutb-
west near the lino fence o! Austria. Sanie bat-
beaded French cavaîrymen skirmlsbed across the
border. Belgrade vas bombarded. K~aiser Wilbelm
held an allknight conforenco witb bis ministors and
general staff. France vas beginnlng ta mobilize.

On July 30th the Kaiser gave Russia and France
each tventy-four heure ta explain vby tbey vere
moblhizing or quit. Martial law vas proclaimed la
Germany; vbich meant that the world's bIggest war
machine took full possýession of the State, railvays,
telephanes, telegraplis, aIl public vai-ks and as mach
as necossary o! private property. For It must be
remem'bered that Germany vas ln a state o! perfect
and constant mobllizaiau la tumes of poace. All the
Kaiser aoeded te da vas ta pi-osa the button and
start the macehine.

During oneo0f tbe very brie! intervals la the chaiu.
o! mobilizatione, acco0ing te Mr-. Barclay Warburton,
of Philadelphia, who tas la St. Petersburg when the
war broke eut, tbe Kaiser sent a personal note ta the


