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A RE the Domnion elections ccrnlng this year ? Wenoticed a newspaper paragrapli in which Mr.
Borden was reported to have said that hie expected them.
but then, on the other hand, Mr. Emmerson told bis
New Brunswick Convention that lie did flot look for any
election this vear. Stili1, Mr. Emimerson may not know
ail that is going on ; and then, again, bis ignorance may
be inerely official. Every public man lias two minds in
whîcli fie knows things-one is bis officiai mind in whicli
lié oniy knows what is convenient for himn to know, and
the other is his private mînd in wliich he knows a lot
more than hie iâ' paid to know *by the State. A poli-
tician is one of the few men who can make ignorance
pay-officiai ignorance. Re very frequently makes
greater progress because of the thing lie does not know
than becanse of those lie knows. Jnst as a bad memnory
is a good asset for an election trial witness, so a bad
"knowery" is a proof of great wisdom on the part of an
astute politician. But stiil agaixi, Mr. Enimerson may
know that the elections are not conxing on ; and Mr.
Borden rnay be merely mistaken.

An election this year would probably be a good stroke
of business on the part of the Governmnent. The Opposi-

tion is disorganised. The country is still prosperons;
but Mr. Byron E. Walker bas recently told us to look

out for 'squails. Disorganisation is becoming apparent,
too, in the ranks of the Ministry ; but it bas not yet
gone far enougli to produce any great weakness, thougli

there may be a different tale to tell next year. That
Mr. Emmerson does not feel too secure in New Bruns-

wick, the calling of bis convention sbowed. Bourassa
lias disturbed Quebec ; and, if rnnxours of the early re-
tirement of Sir Wilfrid sliould become credible'before the
elections came on, bis disturbance miglit amount to, a
cleavage in the party. ln Ontario, tbings are bail; but
they are not iikely to becoine mucli better. Railway
building will probably keep the two new Western Pro-
vinces safe, and their represenitation is about to, be in-
creased ; but it is still swall. Shouid young McInnes
capture B3ritish Columbia, that. miglit lie the signal for
battle.

These rumnours of the retiremnent of Sir Wilfrid are
becoxning as littie credited as the advertîsements of the
"farewell tours" of great artists. The Premier's healtli
is now, happily, quite as good as that of any inan of bis

age who is nnder so great a strain. There is no likeli-
bood that hie will lie driven from his seat in the Comi-

nions to an invalid's chair. Nor, as age advances, is lie
lilcely to consider any more favourably the idea of re-
tirement. It is only young men wlio can toy pleasantly
with the notion of stepping aside froni the battie of life,

and ending their days in calm and coxnfort and intel-
lectuai ease. Older men are too near the borders of
compnlsory retiremient-feel too chli upon their cheeks
~the icv breatx of man's last resting-piace-to look upon

the cessation of activity as anytbing but a prelude to

the cessation o! life. They have ail but too few years

before them, and tlxsy feel that tliey mnust live themi-

every minute. The young mani thinks of retirernent as a

state of leisure froixi whicb lie van return at wifl. To

the old man, it las the~ dread sound of an euphexnism for

"the end.,,

Gladstone retired with great good will in 1875 with
+Iwenty years of active 111e yet before him ; but when,
having returned to the arena, failing health more and
more steadily'demanded a second and final retirene "nt,
the dying gladiator waved his sword to the last. Sir
John Macdonald did flot retire at ali-he fell in battie.
Sir Oliver Mowat did flot retire. . Alexander Mackenzie
sat in the Coxumons for years after hie had ceased to be
a factor ini its deliberations. 'Retirement is not a habit

of public men ; and there is littie reason to expect that
Sir Wilfrid Laurier will now retire so long as lie can do
his work. Yet the tradition of bis bad health--which

at one tirne had ail toc , mucli foundation-is so strong

i the countrv that'people are always talking as if it
were about to occur ; and, as lie grows older, this ex-

pectation is bound to weaken him and bis party, es-,
pecially in Quebec. This, however, is one reason against

an election this auturnn. Should it be brouglit on after
only tliree sessions of this Parliament, the rumour would
at once gain ground that it was to be followed by the
transfer of the baton fromn Sir Wilfrid to, Mr. 'Fielding.

The position of the Liberal party in Ontario cornes

as near as possible to, a surrender. Trhe position of the

Conservative party amounts to the occupation of the

surrendered field by an unorganised and quarrelsomne
mob. The Whitney Governiment is the one effective or-
ganisation i the Province. The Liberal» ought surely

to produce Provincial and Federal leaders for this Pro-
vince without delay ; for, in such a case, the policy of
drift is a policy of disaster. The Federal Conservatives,
on their part, want a local leadership-distinct from
that of Mr. Borden ; a local loyalty, this tinre including
Mr. Bordeni; and a policy. Wbat 'can be done in the
way of policy-making, Adami Beck lias sliown ; and
what aggressive leadership will accomplish, even when
the aggressive leader. singularly lacks the confidence of
the people, "Bîlly"l Maclean 'is demonstrating.. If the
Conservatives would let Maclean write their policy, and
then gyet E. B. Osier to advocate it, tliey would make the
Liber:als "Isit up."1 If, on the other hand, the Liberals
couid produce just one leader of the Mowat-Mills-Sifton-
Joly-Blair-Fielding-Fitzpatrick-*Tarte calibre, they could
put their opponents iii a serions position.

Vithout Prejudice.
Britani.-Il AccepIt my congrtatafls Sire, on the splendid growth

of your 1Navy, and, Bince 1 have your assurance thet your progrmme Ia not
an aggreive one, 1 feel sure you will b. lntereoed to see what 1 have been
doing in the. Iast thre. yemes 1"-Puneh.


