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decision of the people, instead of its being
determined by the peeple’s representatives
Such a demand, to his mind, betrayed s great
ignorance, not only of the principles of the
British Conatitation, but ot the principles on
which all Parhamentary Government was
founded >’

His lordship had resd the history of bhis
ewn country to lit*le purpose when be could
make that declarat.on What is that history
oomposed of for the last two hundred years
but the history of men oftentimes struggling
through bloodshed to the enjoyment of their
rights—the record of men of great intellect
—men whose names have been emblazored
on the roll of fame, fighting for the great
principles which have made England the
mistress of the world, the country to which
every distressed nationality regorts as a city
of refuge, under whoee flag the exile is safe
Once upon the 20il of Britain the fugitive is
no longer likely to be stricken down: but in
laying the foundation stone of the new na-
tionality I say letus notbegin the work by atri-
kipg down what has cost England centuries to
build up—what bas been #o long established
in the hearts and affections of the people.
Get the sympathies of thé people with you,
and then go on building the superstructure.
Let it come to be understood that the rights
of the people are one matter, snd the rghts
of the governing oligarchy another, or that
any oligarchy can control the country, strik-
ing down the independence of the people and
reducing them to & condition of serfdom,
and the freedom and glory of the parent
country no longer belong to us. After de-
livering that speech in the House of Lords I
wonder how his lordship could come down to
Parlisment and use this language "—

“I congratulate you on the Legislative
sanction which has been given by the Imper-
ial Parliament to the Act of Union, under
the provisions of which we are now sesem-
bled, and which bhas laid the foundation of &
new nationality that I trust and ,believe will
ere long extend 1ts bounds from the Atlantic
to the Pacific ocean >’

He congratulstes the people of the Domin-
ion on building up this confederation, but
did he not remember the damaging record
that stood against him on the other side of
the ocean, when he made that declaration in
the House of Lords to influence that august
asgemblage 1n gupporting the legislatare that
undertook to give away the country, and to
break down every barrier that had been
placed in their way? Did he forget that he
had gone across the ocesn in the train of the
delegates, to take his place as a peer of the
realm, to assist i1n carrying Confederation,
and there to state that the agitation in Nova
Scotia was the work of & half dozen individ-
uals? If he was so instructed by hig friends,
the Delegates at that time, then since the 18th
of September he has been undeceived, and he
should since have acknowledged that up to
that time he had not knowa the true stats of
the cage

We have hesrd s great desl, as I
have said, aboat disloyalty, and without
wishing to detsin the Housze, 1 wll
merely turn attention to the mode in
which thisst,neasure wascarried. Thecountry

believes that the Confederation act was pass-
ed through the legisiatare by corruption and
fraud—that His Excellency General Williams,
when he was sent out here, came for the sole
purpose of carrying the messure~prepsred
to resort to any means—and lent himself,
through his government, t> that design. I
believe that if certain festivities st Govern-
ment House had never taken place, we would
not be engaged in this discussion to«day. It
reminds me of & derk day in old Ireland’s
history, when her free legislatare was sold
for English gold, when bribery laid the conn=
try watte, and inflicted upon it the terrible
woes that succeeding generations have in-
heritad In Msay’s Constitutional history, I
find this passsge on that subject:

¢ Lord Castlereagh estimated the cost of
these expedients at a million and s hslf, and
the price wae forthcomizg The purchsse of
boroughs was no new scheme, having been
proposed by Mr. Pit! himself, on the basis of
his measure of Parliamentary reform in 1785,
and now it was systemically carried out in
Ireiand. The patrons of boroughs receivea
£7,500 for each seat, and eighty-four bos
roughs were diafranchised. Lord Devonshire
was paid £52,500 for seven seats, Lord Ely
£45,000 for six. The total compensstion
amounted to £1,260,000 Peers were further
compensated for the loss of their privileges
in the national council by profuse promises
of English peerages, or promotion in the
peerage of Ireland; ¢commoners were concili-
ated by new honors, and by the largesses of
the British government. Places were given
or promised, pensions multiplied, secret sers
vice money exhausted. In vain Lord Corns
wallis complained of the ¢ political jobbing”’
snd ‘‘ dirty business’> in which he was ¢ in«
volved beyond all besaring,’’ and “‘longed to
kick those whom his public duty obliged him
to court.”” In vain he * despised and hated
himself, while negotiating and jobbing
with the most corrapt people under beaven.’’
British gold was sent for and dustributed,
and, at length, 1n defiance cf threats of arm-
ed resistance, in spite of insidious promises
of relief to Catholics, and corrupt defection
smong the supporters of the government, the
cauee was won.”’

The luckless viceroy applied to himself the
appropriate lines of Bwift -
8o to effect his monarch’s ends
From hell a viceroy devil ascends ,
This bndget with corruption crammed
The constitutions of the damned
‘Which with unsparing hand he stroves
Threugh courts and senates as he gees ,
And then at BeelzeLub’s black ball
Complawns his budget 13 too small.

How aptly thig language can be applied to
the gentlemen who carried on the work of
corrupticn in this country :—they must, like
Alexander, have wept because they had no
more worlds to conquer when they got weak-
kneed politicians to Government House un-
der the influence of the apphances which
eventually induced them to hand over the
pohtical rights of this country to the Cana-
dian government The people, I say, took
this ground; and in battling for their rights
and privileges, and asking for free discus-
sion and debate, they have been charged b



