
The Story of a Mining Dispute
HOXV TWO MILLIONS 0F DOLLARS CAME TO BE IN DISPUTE-A TALE FROM -COBALT.

I'f' is îlot ofteii tliat 52,o(o,ooo îs leit lx îng aroîînld si)
that people coine into disptute ox er it. Yet titis is

exac tlv w lait bias lîappeîîed on a piece oi gr indi
flot far froin the t oun of Cobalt. I t is algdthai,
S 2,000,1>00 wort of goou il ier ore w -as taken ont of a
hole in tlic grouind 1)5 pc ople to xvhoîn it did flot beloîîg.
Other people~ wliho think they \ýetc the ow-ners are uow

stiilf o rcoerthe value of the or. he Ontario
Gux-ernment, tlîat lnckiest of ail govixertnn ts, is inter-
ested beca use, if the plaintilis win the suit, it xviii reeixe
tweît--fîxe pert cent. oi the litoceCils. Even la Prov incial
(iovernmnent docs flot pick ni)5oo ev-erx ay

Now as 1<) the stotv, w'lcîîlis somiew'hat interesting.
l1'x erx bodx- know-s îow ini Septernbur, 1903~, a Ftenchi Can-
adiait bx the name of La Rose discovered w bat lie he-
liex cd to be "injnierail''whbat, lie (11< flot know-near the
railw ax whic.h w-as thii e >int bniut tlirotighI what is 110w

kniown as the Cobalt IDisttict. Ile imvediatelx gave a
hiallinterest ini bis tînd to tflic Mrtns who applied i
La Rose's naine, to the O)ntatio Goxerninent, for a 111111-

ing locatio>n of fortv- acres, located oppi1 )site station 11,3
on the Oîntario and Temiskamng Rai1way . If lic liad
,rot the fottv acres froin the O)ntario (,ox etument. there
xvoulil have been no dispute as to the ownetship) of tht-se
S2,000,000. It appears, howe\vcr, tbat tie grant Was
irnade sudject to the riglbt of way of the railway. l'a
Rose thus got forty actes less a sttip) 99 icet xvide run-
ning thtougb the centte of bis lacation.

II>wevvvt, La Rose was not ,wotrying about Uhe tight
of wav at that time, as be alinost îinediately as-
signed the temaindet of his interest in the lease and
lands5 eovt ted by it to, the 'rinmins brothets andi
D)avid D)unlopî. 'lle latter went to wi>tk to devdlop
Uhc îiscovvty. 'rbex sank a shaft ovet the top o>f
the vein aI a point about ion feet (listant fromn the
railway traek or tight of way, and began to take
ont silver. Thex- tan tunnels along the veiîi ini both di-
rections, towatdis the tailway ttack aînd away froin it.
Instead of beiiîg pont conttactots, tbvy soon becaine
genuhne xnilbiînaits. The La Rose mine proved to be
very valuable.

lu the- meaiitime soinebody started thxe
idea that ptobaîbly tut-te was scine valu-
able silvet oire under the railwav and along
the right of wax . It is probable that
some petsons made apî)îlation to the-
(Govetnîîîeiîî to get the- riî,lhts Along the
taidlway. Ilowex-er, the (,overninent did
not grant tht-ni, but by otdet in cuncil
and bv statute turned all piossibîle miîng
riglits ovel- to the- Temiskaîning and
Notbern Ontario Railway Commission.
These gentlemen put the rigbt of mninng
under the- railway ttaek UI) to tender. ke
Th-r- was considetable trouble over this
matter befote it was settled, but that is
another stoty. In the end, the right to
mine on these locations along the ttack
was gtanted to the Right of W'ay Mining
Co., consisting maînly of people resident in
the citv of Ottawa. T-hty paid $.5o,ooo ini
cash and agreed to pay tweinty-five pet
cent. of the value of the- ore taken out.

When the Riglit of Way people went to
take possession of their ptcpetty, they
figured out that the vein of sil et whieh
aPParently started in the- O'Brien property
and then" crossed the La Rose property Map to illustra
(as mav be set-n ini the laip) tan into theit Ore. Th
propertv. Accordingiy, tht-y put up a tr

shaît li".eon thic edge oi the riglit of w a' ox et the
ploint vhelire thie L, Rose vein xvas likely to exteiii into
the riglit of w'ay.

Thue ta R ose Miîîîîî,r Co. did not lîke tîjis, aîid they
pra eeded to light. Thev hrnghtlii an ationi against thte
R aîlxav .oilnissioli, thîe Rîglit of Wanx Mining Co. and
certain individiuals and asked for ant îijiiiietioii to pre-
vecnt an',\ person luit tlîeinsclxves takin- ore off the ti-lht
nf w ax-. This case camne to trial ini dite course, andl
judgmiit w-as illvtdon Matcb i.sth, jQo- l'lTe quies-
tioni to be îleciied bx the judge xvas, did the l'a Rose
Mîîiii( Co., ownîed lîx the hcatîs ave a inht to
thle xvhole fortx- acres-for xx-ich La R ose al)llie(l, or only
tn that po<rtion of it ou tsîîle thie railwa v tra.ck. On
tis pont, Mr. Ju lstice Mabec, whlo tnnk the- case, says

"Il appeai-s that wlin tlic Crnwn grant issnied, Me-
Mlartin et al., the grantees, juaî< for Ouly 37 acres of
land. It w as ctiitn<lei tlîat îînder the Act at tlîat
tîlîle a muining lacation coil 00(1lot eoîîsist ni less than
4o acres, and tliat the refereiice in thie descriptions to
mîrnîng location .1. S. 14 1neauit 4u0 actes. 1 (Io îlot
think so. Reaýdinig the plan witlî the description of the
lanids appîlieii fiir, it sueniis to be too plain for argument
to the contra '- that w-bat w-as bcing asked for and coii-
vcyeul was the 37 ac res shewn iin pink ulpoi thec plan, and
1 arn of thîe opiniioni tlat no othl hnîls lassel tlîai thte
~,7 acres so coloîreîl, and11 that the inîtentin clcarlv ap-
Pears to t-Ncept or reset', lc le acres eoloîîred green. No
othet constructionî st-cuis ti nie possible.''

"The title to the 3 acre strip lu qjuestionu xvas alter-
waris, lI (>tlC odriîi-c(>iicii andl statitte coifiiiiir it,
x-ested iii bhc Railway Coînnîission, whiclî gtante(l tn
thîe in(ilvi(lial defcîîdatits, Nlîo iii tutu graîited to the
Riglit of M'ay M'iîiing Co, \Iuctli argument was had upoîî
these sublscqueiib transactio>ns, lait, in my view, they are
immaterial, as, plýiÎntiffs fail entircly in rnaking ont a
ttîte ini tbvmsvlx vs to thec 3 acre strip, and that is fatal
to their case."

Uîiîet tliis (lecision, the Right of Way Miniî, Co. went
to work with gtcater freedom and ttioiiublt-d ener-gy.
Th- 5 h,îd been ttoîiblvd b' v ail sorts cf obstruictionis sîich
as neiglibourly (dynamilte explosions aind other formns of
amuîsemntn. Ncw theyv were free to plîrsîle tht-jr work
iii peae, Accotdiiîgly, tlicy lîîîrrîd to get the- ricli body
nf silver wlih h tht-y belîvved uiîst lie ini that little 99-

te the dispute as to thue ownership of Two Million Dollars worth of
e heavy' ractured line beginning on the O'Brien and running
ugh La Rose and on to the right of way, indicates a

vein ofSilver whichl i likely to be historie.


