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Nichois, author of that splendid epic, "lMonte Rosa," whio also flnds the
turmoil of Wall Street put no extingciishier upon bis genius; H{enry Har-
land, who, as IlSydney Luska," las7been winning both faine and fortune
by his brilliant pictures of Jewish life in New York ;-but-the parlours
were crowded with brainy men and beautiful women, and in and out every-
where arnongst them w'ent the host himslf, net mnuh as te avoirdupois, but
the Prince of entertainers, as weil as of poetic critics.

Second in interest only to such scenes as have been just indicated are
the great establishments from which the tbree premier periodicals of the
world go forth every month to deliglit and instruct millions of readers, and
to these busy hives the literary pilgrim's feet seem to turn of their own
accord. As the senior of ail three, by many years, Harper's rightly dlaims
precedence, and when one visits its birtlhplace in Franklin Square, s0
griny, dusty, and clark are aIl the surroundings that it is easy to believe it
18 nearly haif a century old. Ciearly the editors of the Harper periodicals,
which, if they are distinguishied for anything, it is for brightncss, do not
derive their inspiration froin the immediate associations. Fromi Henry M.
Alden, whose whole strennous life is concentratecl upon the magazine, to
A. B. Starey, who, working apparently without baste or hesitation, has
inade so brilliant a success of the Yoeoig People, îîot one of the corps is
Weorthily accommodated. Light, space, air, are ail denied them, and it is a
Marvel that they can do such good work under the ciprumstances. Within
the walls of the immense building, whiclh covers an entire square, every-
thing connected witl the periodicals, except flic wood-engraving, is clone,
and a whole number of TiUE WEEIÇ might be flled with a description.

The Cent ary offices are, as everybody knows, one of the show places of
thc city. Situated high up in a huge building looking upon Union Square,
with unlimited light, space, andi aircahi about thein, tbeir location is unsur-
Passed, wlîile their interior arran gemient and fittings are the acrne of cie-
gance and comfort. They monopolise an entire floor covering a space of
dear knows how many thousaîîd square feet. Eîîteriîig first an immense
room crowded with desks, type-writers, and girls, ancl tbickly hung with
Pictures which you recognise at once as the ori-ginals of the illustrations
Wý%hose perfection lias clone so much for tlie £'ctury's fortunes, yon circurn-
navigate a rounded railing, push on through a long corridor, also lined
wvith original sketches, and at lerugtb reachi a large, briglit apartment in
'Which are R. U. Johnson and C. C. Buel, the lions in the pati of tbe pilgrim

"as1 gently penetrate farther without due credentials. Happily they roared

1iPOII My aclmission to the muner presence. Mr. Gilder's room is the very
icleal of an editorial sanctum :large, lofty, sunny, handsoinely furnished,
OVerflowing with books and Ilictures, it is quite worth seeinîg of itself. But
elle acon forgets the roni wlhen the bg ron eyes of the occupant turn
towards him' with courteous welcome, and the talk that follows is apt
tO le so interesting that you comne near omitting to examine Allegra
Eggleston's clever sculpturing in wvoocl of the late Dr. Holland's strong
COuitenance, which formns tdc central point of the carved mantel. The
tellaptation to repeat some of the thiugs 1 heard there is very strong, but
infllJt resist it, or I shall overpass my limits, andl possîbly break confidence.

The home of ,Scribner's, the Century's Ilhated rival," as Mr. Johnson
hllriorotusiy put it, occupies a middle place, so far as style of appointmient
gossJ, between the other two. It is not so cramiped and unlovely as that of
4rtarper'8 for so luxurious as the Ceet/cry's. The magazine occupies the
whole cf the first floor above the piîblishirng rooios of Charles Scribner's
80O1s, On Broadway, and Mr. E. L. BurlingIamie bias a big roomi looking out
"Poil that noisy thorougîfare. \Wliile new to the editorial clair, Mr.
IBurlingame, as literary adviser to tîte firnii for many years past, lias lad
rie lack of training for lis task, and the steadily improving quality of the
PeriOdical is sufficient proof of how thoroughly lie unclerstaîîds bis work.

5i 5 Yong hanclsome, clear-headed, and untiring, and, with a practically
Unhimited command of funds, can accomplish anything. The most liberal

terln8 await authors and artists forturnate enougli to dind acceptance, and
8ltogether the new monthly is an epoclî.making addition to the world of
literature.

:An editorial establishment well worth seeing, if only for the sake of its
eurliously unbusiness-like aspect, is that of the Forum, on Fifth Avenue.

it1uatecl in wîat was once a stately residemîce, and inclicatecl only by an
eiîgraved clour-plate, it is nct easy to tind, and, when found, it is still less
ea8y tO sec the presiding genins, lfor a boy iin buttons receives you with a
critical stare, conclucts you upstairs into a spacious parlour, wbere a clerk
continues th, examination, presuinabiy to sec if lie cai cletect the suspicions
UU1ige whicl betokens a manuscript, and tIen, finially, if you can give a
900d account of yourself, yon are led tlrough another parlour into a cosy
1ittl' '00m, adorned wîtî phiotograpîs of leading contributors, where Mr.
Mvetcalf awaits you. And not only Mr. Mletcalf, but Mirs. Metcalf also, for

lis edîtor cnjoys the rare priviiege of a wifc whose knowlege of his work
~second Only to lis own. The Forumt differs from other mionthiies in that

18 neflt open to volunteer contributions. As a rule, both writer ancl subject
are selectecl by the eclitor, and, remembering how admirably this periodical

sdellns what is lest and lrigîtest in thougît, literature, and morals on
Srh idcesf th ce it is easy to appreciate tIc ability requirecl for its

Lafayette Plýa'ce, witl the magnificent Little Press (wlîere the Forum
and Nagazine of lmnerican iatory are printed> at one end, and the even

iore Olagnificent De Vinne Press (whicl lias brouglit thc meclanical work
Oul the Cefltuy to sudh perfection) at the otîer, and the Astor Lilrary,
treasure-hus leloved of literary workers in the centre, is a perfect nest
Ofeditorial sanctums, but I can mention only two, and that lriefly. Up
"""Yflights of stairs in one of tIe tai1 buildings must the pîlgrim climb
tfld Mrs. Martla J. Lamb, whose life is devoted to the Magazine of

ÀrerUJan Ilistory. But to see and converse with this wonderful womafl
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is well worth thc ascent, for> te a rare grace and cordiality of inanner, sIc
adds a surpassing knowledge of things in general, and history in particular,
whicî make lier one of the most cîarnîing of taîkers.

In comfortably appointed offices, mucl nearer tIc street level, is the
home of thc Christian Union, where Mr. Hamiilton Mabie lias a warm
greeting for visiters guileless of pnetry or serials. And across tIc way-
but. tIc pilgrim's space is exîausted, and lis next batcll of notes will le
about Boston ;se farewell New York. J. M.ACDJNALD OXLEY.

R USSIA.

No country of Europe lias provoked so iud discussion for years past as
tIc kingdoin of thc Czar. TIc advances of I-tussian aggression, tIc auto-
cracy of Russian govemoiment, tIc developîneut of lussian Nihilism, the
oppression of Russian peasantry, tIc progîess of Russian literature,-these
are only a few of thc solid facts whicli bave beeni evolved f romn an analysis
of tIc Sclavonic Empire. Thc importance of Russia's position as a power-
fui factor in tIc destinies cf thc East lias îîot been underratcd, but seine of
tIe elements of hier internai constitution have not beeîî sufficiently developed.
Few people, probabiy, arc aware that linssia is numericaliy the superior of
any nation in tIc world except the Chinese, anîd China is not yct organiscd
for modemn war; Russia is also more religious, mîorec patriotic, and possesses
a more homogeneous population than aîîy other of tIc great Powers. In
this union cf patriotismu and religion ttussia strongly resemibles thc United
States, wherc tIsse two important influences are evcîî more strongly apparent
in choir bearing upon national existence. It is popularly supposcd that
Russia is tomn asunider by Nihilisîîî, wlîile, in poinît cf fact, Austria ancl
Germany are far more ciangerously îucnaced by tIe steatly growth of
Socialism.

TIc most markcd feature cf tlîe average ilussian is bis absolîîte ignor-
ance about evcry other country and people except the G-erinans, whom lie
abhors and designates as " tIe clumb) men." Great Britain is to hum almost
an unknown quantity, liumiliating as this fact mauy be to the mid of tIc
Englishman. The great weakness of Russia is lier want of a trained middle
and upper class :tIe aristocracy is under tIe tyrannous rule cf the Czar,
who likes to le served only by plianît anti submissive mon, ancl lias
surrouîîded himself with courtiers cf tlîis type. M. D)e Giers even
is represented as standing at attention, witlî one thunib on tIc scam
of his trousers, and saying, " Oui, sire ;oui, sire." 'The present
Emperor is as national as was Peter tIe Great, but unfortunately lie hardly
shows Peter the Great's abilities. In a family wlbere alI thc miembers have
been macle by absolute power unlike, othier mnen, lie roseumbles tIe type cf
mind ratmer of Paul andl Nicholas timan cf Alexander the First or Second.
BotI Alexanders were melandholy Germans as coînparccl with tIe present
obstinate and tloroughly Russiani Czar. Thc Sclavonic press, strange as
it may appear te tIe mnajority, is aIl powerfai. The Moscow Oazette,
edited ly Katkcfl; is a newvspaper whicl may le descrîbed as the mightiest
in the world, because it is aliuigbty or îîcarly alniigîty iii one great empire,
and this througî the dominion of Katkotf. This paper asserts that ne free
press in tIc world, except tIc Russiali, onjoys a freeclom s0 personal te
itself or to its great editor. Iii coiiscitutional coujitries, it declares, the
wîole press is enshaved by Party. lIe Moscow Gazette knows no party,
for Russia knows noue that is worthy or unworthy cf the nime. It suc-
cceds in coing wlat it pleases in I{ussian home affairs, andl thougl its
foreign sentiments do ot prevail, it is at any rate allowcd co utter them.
TIe political tone cf Russia is decidedly Couservative; at the samne time
the one great strength of the Emipire consists iii its being absolutcly devoid
cf parties. Russians nearly alI agrec iii a large numîmber cf general vicws,
which are ahnicst peculiar to thîcir lanîd. Even the Nihilists are at one
witl tIc majority on tIe point, for instanîce, cf ridiculing parliamentary
governmdnt.

Russia, no doult, is growing iii power. SlIc lias by far tIc largest
army in tIc wcrhd, and witî a comipîcte mobilisation cf lier forces lias upon
paper a complement of four, ultimatcly to le increased to six, millions cf men.
Rer artillery is more numerous tîan tîat cf France ami Gcrînany cein-
lined, certainly more numerous than tîat cf Cermiany and Austria. With
moderate prudence the resources cf itussia cannot but iiîcrease. SIc is
from many points cf view a young country, and Siberia, territorially con-
sidered, is almost ainother United States. TIe acquisition cf Bulgaria i8
anctler step in the patlî cf Rtussian aggrandisemneît, whicî was probabiy
fostered by Great Britain's actioni at tIc Constantinople Conference: Lord
Salisbury saved Prince Alexander, and f rom tîat monment it becamie certain
that Russia wculd ultimnatcly detîrone himi. He was dcthroned accordingly,
but mere detronenit was not sufficient to restore Russian prestige in
Bulgaria, and furtîer steps were neccssary. Prince Alexander lad donc
nothing against the Czar cf late, nothing at any rate that lias leen prcved.
Hc lad even leen unduly sulmissive ; but lie liad been independent, and
Bulgarian independence, wletler in tengue, religion, or in the spîere cf
foreign affairs, is intoleralle te Russian patricts, and it mnust le admitted
that tIc outrage te Europe cf the Kaullars mission, added te tIe circum-
stances of Prince Alexandler'% deposition, is tremendous and irretrievabe.
It is a death.blow te thc sma]ler States, and thc proclamation, or consacra-
tien, of thc doctrine that Migît in tIc affairs cf nations makes IRight. TIe
Russian press n0W openly proclaims Bulgaria as virtually a province cf
Russia; its concerns are a matter cf internal policy witî which tIc Powcrs
lave nothing te do, and resistance te the orders from St. Petersburg is thc
saine thing in Bulgaria as in Pohand.

The feeling in IRussia may le streng against England, lut it is notîing
like se strong as the pepular feeling against Germany. As regards the
military situation letwcen thc countries, thc dangers are lotI exaggerated
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