Bt

— "

" W T
3‘&&\}{}&{\u\\\‘““&i&\ "

e R T
1\
T SRR AR

) ylll \ h .
!r gl "{'.[ .
,ugr,lllu,fb}viﬁ& |

/ ']i

“'.'"

[

l

"---’-’-\n\m on —

g \\\"'\J‘\\‘\‘.““‘“\\\}\\\\\\\\x\_\i\ﬁ%\\“\\ 3
AT

TRy 7NN

—————

RS \§ ;
\ u

\-\\. . F\ !

==

. o T e {
A : N/lCL
CSTISIN

CATHOLIC CHRONICLE

VOL. XII

RUINE

"{HE PROPHET OF THE
: ABBEY.
- By the Author of " The Cross wnd Shwmnrock.”

CHAPTER XIIL

On approaching the town of Clougliore, the
captain saw the necessity of estrumse caution, to
avoid being recapiured by the enemy. TIe there-
{ore betook msell to the house of O'Mara, on
the hill-side, ere he would. venture (o return to
the cottage. It was lwnhghr, and the castern
sky beganto reﬂg:cl the crimson rays of dawn,
when, just as he dismounted to throw down a gap
in the stone wall that crossed 1he. entrance of the
<boreen,’ ot narrow avenue leading ta the .fzu‘m-
house of O'Mara, who should salute him with a
¢ Good-morrow, captain,’ bul ¢ the enchanted war-
rior,” himself.

¢ In the name ot wounders, O Maru, 1s this you,
or 15 1t your ghost Isee ?' exclamued the captain,
< Vou have uot been mckuamed ¢ the enchanied
warrior, I perceive, williput reason. Hm:v o1l
earth did you get back as soon as I, who. .'.um‘:asl
flew, so rapidly was I carriad along by this noble
animal of Lom’s.? o

¢ T am vo ghoet, you may be sure, coptan, bul

the same ¢ old three and {our-peree’ that € wos |
- .\ - ] N
when we met last evewing al the h.u'.\h; of the
Nore. You gol the start of me  little, sir, or 1
would Yave beey bere saoner, and then off Lo L |
eoltage, where I expeeied ta meel you, to venort
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soui present with mu bat
jackasses, which, Lo suy
no small degeee 1o one gl
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reports, or fave you been (0 the tawn 2
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Dublin, wham 1 persuadee o e e
account of the danser whieh 1 opepr
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the facts which T have stated, aud that martial
. law was about to be proclaimed, and all persons
under suspicion of disloyally wers to be impri-
soued till things should becrine mor®e ¢ settied.’
¢ What had T best do under these cwretm-
stances 7’
¢ Why, let us come in first, and have some re-
freshneuts ; you must be both hungry and tired,
and after puting the mare, my ‘colleen das,

Seagull, in my stable to feed and rest, I will next-

put you in a place of safety, where you will be

secure from the search of the open foe and the

treachery of secret enemies. This mountain will

lend us its friendly shelter, and we shall be safe

. while under 1ts screening shadows. We shall be

as well off as the bare and the fox, at any rate.
¢ As you order it, my dear friehd.)

« Well, then, hand me the reins, if you please,
and while I am taking care of Seagull, you go in
and see what Neliy has ready, and if she has any-
thing you can eat, don’t Wait for me, but com-
wence as soon as you can.’

Nelly bad not only a good repast of chickens
and ham, with some greens, ready for her hus-
band, but besides remained up all wight to - keep
these things warm for expected guests.  She curt-
sied slightly, but respectfully, to the stranger, as
ke entered, asking him if he was the gentleman
ber husband, Terry, expected last night.

¢ Yes, T suppose,’ auswered the captain; ¢ Tam
brother of your late pastor, Father O’Donnell,
who, Tknow you will be glad to learn, has es-
caped the hands of his cruel perseculors.’

* Thanks be 1o God, sir, I have heard of tnat,
You had better sit down, sir,’ she continued, ¢ fa-
tigued, cold, and hungry as you must be, after

-youar journey. You didn’l see this man of ours
anywhere, sic ?

¢ Ob, yes, ma’asm, he is just coming in.’

¢ He is becoming a great stroller of late, sir;j
but i it be for the good of the poor old country,
we snust not camplain,’ said this pateiotic imatron,

~ Terry soon entercd, saluted his wife with a
‘God save yau, Neil? and sat dowa to the table,
on which was spread a snow-while, home-made,

* bird’s-eye linen cloth, two large blue delf plates,
and in the centre, on a large dish, the substantial
viands before mentioned.  After crossing himself,
and saying a short grace, he helped the guestand
himself pleatifully, not without a few compliments

. on Nelly’s cocking and care. A good glass ol
genuine potfeen, ihat never was defiled by a

" guager’s rule, forined the only dessert of their

" substaatial meal., Faolding up the remainder of
the bam and chickensina large coarse towel,
aod taking a bottle of the ¢ mouatain dew,” with

. avother of fresh new muik, and graspirg ls rifle

. and powder-pouch, and giving a double-barrelled

- fowiing-piece- to his campanion, Lerry bade the

~ good housewife a hasty adies, and wade in haste
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for the
down, followed by the captain.

When they went off, the matron took ber
i beads, and said an additional decade on them,
cand laving genlly crossed herself, and sprinkled
the loly water on her children, ¢ for, she said,
kissing them, ¢ I feel something in my mind that
makes me sad,” she betock hersell 1o rest.  The
captam being placed in security by Terry, he re-
turned from the hiding-place to vecanaoitre, and
hatl only proceeded a fow roods towards the road,
when he caught sight of the helutets of a party
of yeomanry ascemding leisurely (owards the
rock of ¢ Poul na gour,) the scene of his late en-
! couuter with the detachment of Jragoons.  He
i nurrowly escaped being taken prisoner by them,
5o he bad to use his legs 1o escape them. 1le
first ran in & dwection opposite the oue he intend-
ed 1o ke, because it was harder for their pur-
st but when Le reached some huadreds of
Pyards en the lnll-side, he took a south-western
course, and being favored by the descent, he
gnined grotnd on bis pursuers, and munaged 1o
{place the same keoll by which he escaped from
{us former pursuers, between himself and  them,

rand wihile cavered by the iullock he istiniy re-
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before his own, and in aboui ball an heur a volley

¢ Grod save the kg,
i beard moving ofl’ from the scene.

"The fatigue ol the previous wght and the day
before now overcame Terey and his compauien,
and in a few moments they were both sound
asleep in a bed of heath and ¢ canavawas,” with
which the sublerraneous cell was provided.

O'Mara had only slept a few hours, however,
when be suddenly broke forth from his sleep, ex-
claiming, ¢ Oh, my wife, my darling wife, and my
dear ehldren. O, captain, I fear 1 am undone.
Keep you quiet, however, ull T returns’ and
grasping his rifle firmly, he rushed upwards from
his retreat.

It was now the afternoon, and all traces of the
savage yeomanry on the mountain had disappear-
ed; but when Terry advanced a few hundred
yards, so as to command a view of his own house,
nothing of 1t remained but a smokieg rain.

¢ Great God I’ he exclaimed, * my dream was
truc! Oh, may the Lord save my wife and chil-
dren,” and he bounded like a wolf-dog over the
brown surface of the wneven sward.

Poor patriot! the Lord hus saved the souls of
thiose most «ear to you, but expect not that their
lives are sale after a visit of the cruel soldiery of
Eugland. Now for the first time since the razor
touched the manly cheeks of O’Mara, did the
scalding tears, in torreats, rush from his flaming
eyes.  And how could . he be blamed, for, there
before him, hacked, naked, and mangled, he sees
the body of his dear, virtuous, and comely wile,
hanging from the birch tree that stood in front ot
tus burned homestead, with Lwo of her cinldren

their mother down by her sides.

O God! O God! what a sight is Uus ! erivd
the " heart-broken patriot, failing down on the
earth, wlich drank in lus tears, and which he
smote with both his hands and his foreliead.—
€ Oh that 1 could without sin follow you, beloved
wife and childeen of my innocent soul,into the
land of spirits, into the -presence of the great
God himself, to tell him how pure, how itnocent,
and gosd you were, and how accursed the sword
and the hand that shed the blond of my peaceful
family. Forgive me, O Lord of mercy! Thy
will be done on earth as it 15 in ITeaven, Oh, I
have lost my reason, and feel my braw burning
in my head! Now farewell peace, and hence-
forth welcome war, plague, famine, and death!
TFrom this day I renounce the world and its laws,
commerce, and pleasures, siace it is so cruel” as
not to shield these my innocents from this dread-
ful fate. And this is a specimen of the working

base of the western peak of Kaockmnel-

e fenchanied warrior my by Jovel™
| s lhece ds o

e et}
As Ay

poniarded, and suspended by the flaxen hare of

i

tadese wy wretched holdy.

Dhnusd, coverng e oyes

: S
e lus sty beat,

. et dey
hitn swhiat biood- | projier
2pt qiet, hOW- | ecessary te acquaiut the intelligent
ever, for the salce of Liinowhose hie he vadued | e ¢ elils of Moher? rank
{ " pendous works of natare, and preseat 1o the
was fired by the yeomanry, and after 2 clieer of | {gurict as well as to the naturalist subjeets on !
P thewr horses” tramp svas |

1
i
!
i

Cuhtl mever wmain koow peace tl the fomb w-

of the ¢ glorious British constitution,’ this a sam-
ple of the civilization of Eogland,

“IUs all over now, captamn,’ said he, as e re-
jomed O’Donuell in the cavern. *1 am now
alone again in the world. DMy dear wife and
darling young ones are hanged, with their bodies
butchered and transfised on the cursed tree that
stood at ny very door. Oh, eaptain, captain!
why did you not allow me to go up and mect the
villains, whom I well knew capable of (hese eruel
murders ?

0 Lord, wiat a wretched country ; what
deeadful  times, said the captain. ¢ Blamne me
not, frieud, for not letfing you go up Lo be mur-
deved by these bloodihirsty yeomen.  What
could you do ameng so many ¥

‘T could have died hke a mau, and be vow
with my wife and ehildren in the nest life, altio®.
1 am not worthy of being in the same place with
them. At any rate | should bave been spared,
this dreadtul sight. :

* e calm, my ftend. A day of rewibution;
will come, whan you will receive satsfaction for
these things.  Taet us prepare for the decent]
burial of your beloved wile and ehildren, aud,
thisn turn our inds 1o avenge your injuries,’ ;
<0 eaptoin, wy beart will breek withio me. |
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witich lo gratily the most intense curiosity, or o
exercise the profoundest speculation of weologi-
cal science-  Here the Atlantic has for ages and
ages dashed ils most powerful aquatic balteries
aganst those everlasting linestone and gramte
ramparts that resist its encroachments on mother
earth, and bid defiance to the repeated aggres-
stons of old Ocean.

It was at the base of these precipitous steeps
that the unlucky Joan d'Arc was {inally crushed
on the day of Lier wreck, and an a shel{ formed
by a protruding table flag at the mouth of a dark
cavern reached by the water in stormy weathey,
that Father O'Donnell found himselt the sole
survivor of the late disaster.  During hours he
remained void of feeling or sensation on the ele-
valed platform on whicl lie had *een providen-
tally cast; but when the vindictive spirit of the
storm passed away, and nature recovered her
calm equilibrium, the genial heat of the vernal
sup and the gentle breathings of the sea air re-
vived Ins torpid feelings, and rekindled the half
extingwished fire of lile. IIe recalled his escape
from prison, his embarlkation ou board the Joan
W’Are, and the horrid scene ot the storm and
wreek, buthe could not tell on what part of the
earlh e was cast.  1le saw the acean before him,
and taceessible chifis overheud ; but bis mind was
oot yet sulliciently recovered from the shocks it re-
ceived to mlorm him whether be was on the coast of
Irefand, Iingland, France, or that of any other
European country.  Gratitude to God for bis
miraculous preservation engaged fus fiest attention,
and s next care was to sece if there was any
possibility of his reachirg the rum of the vessel,
which be could observe several fathoms beneath
him, wedged i the midst of torn fragments of
rocks that piled over one another, and formed a
sort of brealwater before these gigantic sea walls.
By caretully examining the crevices and cavilies
af the rocks beneath him, and by making use of
some ropes ol the rigging which he tound within
reach, he was enabled, without danger, to de-
seevd to the wreck. A single solitary corpse
wirs all that he could find, and that this was that
of une of the sailors whom an accident coulined
to his hammock during the storm, all the rest of
crew and officers having been washed overboard
long before the 1l-fated vessel reached her pre-
sent state of embedment among the rocks. [av-
ing hauled the body to his sunay shelving rock on
the cliff side, he prepared lo give 1t the rites of
Christian burial by digging a tomb wn the entrance
of the dark cavern which he found an the verge
of this resting-place of ospreys, cormorauts, sea-
gulls, and other species of aqualie birds. The!
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mouth of the cave was spacions and lofiy, and he
was surprised to find it not only draperied with
creeping woodbines and carpeted with a rich
coal of lusuriant vegetatiom, but the soil lrom
which 1t sprung was dry, ricl, and several feet
deep. ¢ [ do not know ou what coast T am cast,
he suid to humself, “ but if the evergreen shan-
rock und friendly woodbine are a conclusive sigu.
Lam sull indebted to my patice tand for this
necessary protection.’  Having paid a second
visit to the shattered bull of the Joan PAve, he
was agrecably surprised in finding 1c oue of the
chests of the cabn vestinents, chalices, and all the
convemencivs for celebrating the jioly sacrifice of
the Mass. <"Phank God, he exelaimed, the tears
of loving gratitude rolling dowu bis mefancioly
checks, * L am mysell aguin,  Ths cave will be
ny parish church, the music of the ocean my
organ, and these mynad of Dbirds the choir that

will jJoin me, even bere m tes wild precipice, to

offer due howaue 0 God wed du praisigg U
mercies that endure fur ever”  Awd standimg on
the extreme verge of the yock, facing the nughiy
geeau, he chanted cathusasteatly that diviee
ilymn, the ¢ Ve Deun faudamms 7 thien
Lo ihe hady o the swior, e poudy read e
bartad sopvige out af the Boman ntuad, be
with e ¢ Non N
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and confideice of the mosn cousoling ecslahc
eharacter.  The part of the office for this day
preseribed spoke of the mercies awd power of
Giod, who can save {rom the ¢ profound abyss)
ifrom the mouth of the liow, ¢ and from the

neonday demon 3° and {rom the spiritual joy with |

which his soul was flled, the pious father con-
cluded that the band of God was at work i
bringing hun through all Lis trials; and snder the
influence of feelings akin to those which the in-
spired feel, he exclaimed aloud, ¢ Oh, my God, I
thank Thee for making an mstrument of Thy
servaut, like Dautel, to glorify Thy aame; for 1
kaow 1t is for the accomplishment of soine in-
scrutable design of Thy providence that Thou
has conducted me to this gloomy cavern. Make
known to me Thy will, and I will perform it.—
Thy will be Jone on earth as it isn heaven;
and with tlis act of resignation terminated his
first day’s service n his new missionary sta-
tion.

The cold shadow of night gradually spread her
fading influence over the fuce of Nature, envelop-
ing alike land and water in the gloom of her me-
lancholy covering, and the keen breeze from the
westers bhillow reminded our lero of the pru-
dence of seeking some shelter [rom its chilling
effects,  Accordingly, retiving some distance into
Lise cave, with a stone for tus milow, the earth
his bed, and his dripping cloal his only covering,
ke yielded his wearied limbs to the embrace of a
sound and undisturbed sleep,

CHAPTER XV,

T'wo full moons had waned and disappeared,
and a third was rounding her gibbous shoulders,
and Father O'Donnell had not heard the roice
of a human being. The shrill, clarion-like notes
of the eagle returning with bis prey, the hoarse
craak of the cormoarant, or the melancholy plaint
of the bhittern or seagull, were the only vorces
that broke i on his soltude. These winged
tribes of the air, of various babits, and differing
i their manoer of life as iuch as they did in
their colour aud shape of their plumage, not-
withstanding  that their numbers were countless,
aud the wild region which they had chosen for
thetr dwellings bareen, yet seemed ta enjoy peace
and contentment, and their government might be
advagtageously imitated by men, a3 it accurred
to the mund of our hermit, e therefore learn-
edly, and gradually began to practise the con-
tentment, the lrugality, and the cheerfulness,
which evidently reigned in the feathered republic
which had established itself from time inmemaorial
on the inaccesstble high places above and around
him. ‘

From these, and like observations, on the only
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iliving bewgs around him, our hwermit's well-ia-
istructed and active mind drew reflections to en-
; tertain hunsell with, and keep up s spanits, dur-
viag the few hours of the Jay that were not oc-
Peaped with bis devotions.  His first ewplogment
[in his cave was te smoathen the top of a frog-
rment of pock which had fallen from its roof, L0
P that e could wse it as ae altar, on which Lo offer
Lthe holy saenifice, and, after some months' labour
Hhie shaped at, by the wid o some won instruments
Hound i the wreek, so that theie was ot only
spladfori, table, and steps, bat even a rude taber-
nacle, crueilix, and candlestick, were ol fyrmed
out of the gue ledae of rock, by rude bhut ees-
sl etwselling, What ciunst imdustry da, -
Dapired by devotion 2 {lere, s the wildest <pal
v beeland, o probably in the world, the scene
Jnest bliely of violence and erime, whowe rerord
Pivouly Lepton the dark archives of clermty, the
prodicton of the prophet s fulitlied 3 the vietim
Pot peaee is daily offered 3 de wlt of leaven s
cexaety carvied ont the privations of waaee be-
the horeid cave becomes the
Cennancrited dwelling of wosinr, Byery g
cat e dawn ot day, lona ere the I.IZ)'. antiizanal
s showed Dia biee above the pists of the neean,
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Pwuere they  prew  luxweisaiy, aud prodaced

Pabuadantly. Ulus, by the providence of Gad,

[were the earth, the sea, and the air made 1o cog-

tribute to the support of one whose chief oceupa-
! hon was the worship of (od, and wha liad no

thought of what Le *should eat, or wherewith be
clothed.

After living wm the manner above partly de-
scribed, — s time alternating between “short
slumbers, frequent and protracted mental and
vocal prayer, the reading of the Divwe ollice,
the celebration of the llaly Sacriice, and paticat
labour around hus little sanctuary, and in his lit-
e garden, — when about eight months of his
novitiate were expired, our hermit one day heard
voices above Lim m the aw, and looking up he
saw baskets with men in them suspended over the
fave of the awlul precipice, bul ata dazzling
distance overbead.  Frem catcling at a few
words spoken by tiese men ubave, in the native
(zuelic, he not only had no doubt he was yet oa
the Trish coast, but he knew from the veeupation
of the men, who continued to snare the birds off
their nest<, with nooses of horsehair, affxed to
long rods, the be was on the coast of Clare, and
that these were the ¢ Chffs of Mober.’

The Te Deum concluded the exercises of this
day, and be prepared to offer a mass of thanks-
aiving on the morrow, for having heard the
voices of Lis fellow-beings, the first since the ship-
wreel, sud having in this providential wmaaner
gleaned very agreeable infornation regarding the
state of U eountry from the protracted dislogue
of twn wlasirious bird-snarers overhead. He
might bave  eusily made himsell heird by these
friecdly peosants, and through their assistance
get releasud trom lus captivity 5 but having now
lived sevevil wnonths the life of a hermit, aud
feeling that spiritually he was a gainer, and being
under a specivs of convichion that God's band
had placed hun here far some ulterior view, he
overcane the lemplation that suggested to him
to consult for his frecdom aud personal safety,
and resoived, for ¢ better for worse,’ Lo put up
with the ioconveniences of bhis state, and become
thus more dependent on God for bis supplies.
CHAPTER XvVi.

Leaving our bermit to his ~olitude, and his
ascelic exervises i his ‘ vast cave,” we must re-
turn 1o the captain and b faithful Achates
O'Mara, i their new mode of hfe on the favour-
ing declivites and haunts of old Knockmeldown.
When (he roport of the rescue of the state
prisoner hecame general, and it was autbenticited
by Cuddily, whose laziness led to his arrest, that
O'Mara was (he principal agent in that disloyab
exploit,-a large reward was offered for the es-
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